
THURSDAY 23 JULY 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 15; Proverbs 16:1-4 

 SOVEREIGNTY & HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY 
 

David sent the Ark back to Jerusalem with the priests. Despite his total confidence in the 
sovereignty of God, David still had to exercise human responsibility. He was not a 
fatalist who believed that he could just sit back and do nothing. That would be a 
misinterpretation of God’s sovereignty. God also ordains the means to His planned end, 
which is tied into our choices and actions. That is true for us all. We don’t set one truth 
of the Bible against one another just because we don’t fully understand how it all fits 
together. Our inability to harmonize these things is simply a reflection of our fallenness 
and human limitations. The correct approach is to accept all Scriptural truths because of 
the authority of God’s Word. God simply reveals these truths in the Bible and doesn’t 
offer us an explanation how its fits together. The twin truths of God’s sovereignty and 
man’s responsibility are parallel truths to be affirmed if not fully comprehended. 

Waiting on God does not mean that we do not prepare for His answer. Man is 
also a responsible moral agent with a divinely created mind to make decisions. David 
fully embraced God’s sovereignty and declared, “behold, here am I, let Him do to me as seemeth 
good unto Him” (v26b) but also knew he had to prepare for what God’s answer might be, 
“The king said also unto Zadok the priest, Art not thou a seer? return into the city in peace, and your 
two sons with you, Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. See, I will tarry in the plain of 
the wilderness, until there come word from you to certify me” (v27-28) CH Spurgeon once said, 
“When you go through a trial, the sovereignty of God is the pillow upon which you lay 
your head.” He went on to give these encouraging words, 

There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s 
sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they 
believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules 
them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them. There is nothing for which the 
children ought more earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their Master over 
all creation — the Kingship of God over all the works of His own hands — the 
Throne of God and His right to sit upon that throne . . . It is God upon the 
throne that we love to preach. It is God upon the throne whom we trust. 

You and I must follow the same pattern in our lives. We must fully trust a 
sovereign God is in control of our lives and has a perfect will for us to follow. Yet we 
must also seek to prepare for future events using the mind God has given us. Hence we 
study for future examinations or careers, save money, take out insurance policies, draft 
budgets etc. However, we must be prepared for God to sovereignly redirect our 
provisional plans at any moment. A wise person said it this way: “Write your plans in 
pencil and give God the eraser.” 
 

HYMN: HGG 246 In The Beginning 
PRAYER: Help Us To Trust Your Sovereign Will.  


