
WEDNESDAY 22 JULY 2015 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 15; Psalm 41 

 TRUSTING IN THE DEEPEST TRIALS 
 

By faith Ittai rejected the prospects of Absalom. This was reminiscent of Moses who, 
“Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 
recompense of the reward” (Hebrews 11:26). The unconditional loyalty of a man like Ittai 
must have greatly encouraged the soul of the heartbroken fugitive king.  

The fact that a Philistine man called Ittai could so easily embrace Jehovah and 
then live out his faith my showing fidelity to Jehovah’s king in Israel was a triumph of 
grace, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us” 
(Titus 3:5a). The devil had placed every kind of obstacle to this Gentile man being 
converted but God’s grace is always greater. Time, culture, and circumstances do not 
limit God’s Sovereign workings of grace. God has no difficulty reaching the least likely 
people in the least likely of places. For instance, Rahab and the people of Jericho had 
heard the truths about Jehovah in pagan Canaan before Israel had arrived there (Joshua 
2:9-11). 

David quickly made his exit from his beloved Zion, “And all the country wept with a 
loud voice, and all the people passed over: the king also himself passed over the brook Kidron, and all the 
people passed over, toward the way of the wilderness.” (v23) This was the same brook that Jesus 
crossed to go into the Garden of Gethsemane the night of His betrayal. David is 
experiencing the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings. 

The priest then step forward to support the exiled king, “And lo Zadok also, and all 
the Levites were with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God: and they set down the ark of God; 
and Abiathar went up, until all the people had done passing out of the city.” (v24) However, David 
did not want the ark as some good luck charm like Eli’s sons, “And the king said unto 
Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city: if I shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD, he will 
bring me again, and shew me both it, and his habitation” (v25)  

David knew the Ark belonged to Jerusalem in God’s appointed place. He could 
trust the Lord to take care of him as a fugitive. He would leave his life in God’s 
sovereign plan! As you read the exile Psalms of this period of David’s life (Psalm 41, 55) 
this truth is very obvious. David never blamed the Lord for the trouble that came upon 
him but he took full responsibility for his difficulties. He recognised each one of these 
trials came from the loving hand of his Sovereign Lord.  

David was content to wait on God’s timing and direction for his life. He knew 
that each blow of the painful hammer would mould his character to be more like Christ. 
D. L. Moody once said, “The sweetest lesson I have learned in God’s school is to let the 
Lord choose for me.” 

 

HYMN: HGG 486 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 
PRAYER: Help Us To Trust Your Sovereignty.  


