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HISTORY OF JEWS SERIES – PROPHECY 

“Second Crusade and Saladin” (Deut. 28:37, 65-67) 

The Crusades were part of the constant adversity the Jews had to face. This shouldn’t surprise us 
as God had warned through Moses of such a judgment, 

 
And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all 
nations whither the LORD shall lead thee. (Deut. 28:37) 

 
The Jew would be pitied and despised as an object of God’s judgment and rejection. This would 
result in perennial discomfort, 
 

And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot 
have rest: but the LORD shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of 
eyes, and sorrow of mind: And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life: In the morning 
thou shalt say, Would God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would God it 
were morning! for the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the 
sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. (Deut. 28:65-67) 

 
The Jews have wandered around Europe and the world since then. They seem to be in a 
permanent state of restlessness and rootlessness. Most had been driven out of Jerusalem and 
Palestine during the time of the First Crusade.  
 

JERUSALEM UNDER THE CRUSADERS 
 
Jerusalem’s name indicates that it is the city of peace. Yet it seldom has seen peace down the 
centuries. It is at the centre of world history and will remain so until the end of this age. It is the 
only city in the world that has another form in heaven known as the New Jerusalem. The Holy 
City is where God will settle the destiny of this world in the final battle to deal with the forces of 
antichrist.  

The Crusaders (or Franks as they are often known) controlled Jerusalem from the 
conquest in 1099 until the time of Saladin who captured the city after a siege on Friday, 2 
October 1187. The fate of Jerusalem was always precarious as the Arab Muslim rulers around the 
land of Israel were determined to one day recapture it. The divisions between the various Islamic 
factions prevented it occurring till the rise of a man called Saladin.  

Various Crusader monarchs ruled the city and the surrounding Crusader kingdoms. The 
Holy City echoed with many European languages among its 30,000 inhabitants. It was a 
“Christian melting pot” of the world. The competing Western and Eastern Orthodox churches 
of the Serbia, Georgia, Byzantine, Armenian, Coptic, Roman Catholic varieties competed for 
land and buildings. The most controversial of all was the most sacred sites like the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre. Templar knights and Catholic orders of monks were prominent on the streets. 
The Crusaders used the Temple Mount area, including the Al Aqsa Mosque, as a royal palace. 
Muslims were permitted to enter the city to trade but were forbidden to stay the night in the city 
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precincts, as it was regarded as “Christ’s Capital.” Occasionally some Jewish pilgrims appeared in 
the city but it was dangerous.  
 

MAP OF CRUSADER STATES (1069-1229) 
 

 
 

King Baldwin II of the Kingdom of Jerusalem had no male heirs so he married his 
daughter Melisende to a powerful Crusader warrior, Fulk. They became joint rulers of Jerusalem 
in 1131 with Baldwin II’s death. Under the rule of King Fulk and Queen Melisende the city 
reached the zenith of its Crusader glory. Many Christians regarded it as the central city of the 
world. It became a wealthy place with palatial homes. Devout pilgrims rubbed shoulders with the 
bejeweled ladies of the Jerusalem aristocracy. All kinds of vices were practiced within the Holy 
City and the seaports like Acre, Jaffa, Tyre etc. It was a kind of Medieval Wild West with 
merchants, moneychangers, crooks, and prostitutes congregated there from all around Europe 
hoping to make their fortunes. It was often said that, “No travellers are as evil as pilgrims to 
Jerusalem.”  
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SECOND CRUSADE (1147–1149) 
 
The relations between the Crusaders and the surrounding Muslim rulers were often cordial and 
respectful. Many of the Crusaders were able to converse in Arabic. However, the hostility and 
rivalry was always bubbling below the surface as both groups regarded each other as uncivilized 
barbarians. Eventually a Muslim champion emerged to threaten them in the form of Zangi 
known as “Zangi the Bloody” because of his barbarity towards anyone who crossed him. Zangi 
was the ruler of Mosul and Aleppo (in today’s Iraq and Syria).  
 Zangi fired the first shot in this campaign by attacking in 1137 the Crusader city of 
Antioch and then the Muslim controlled Damascus. Muslim poets and religious leaders publicly 
praised Zangi for restoring Islamic pride in attempting to reverse the effects of the First Crusade. 
Historian, Simon Sebag Montefiore in Jerusalem: The Biography (2011) points out the radical 
change,  
 

For nearly four decades, the loss of Jerusalem had made surprisingly little impression on 
the divided and distracted Islamic world. As so often in Jerusalem’s history, religious 
fervour was inspired by political necessity. Zangi now started to harness a rising fury, 
religious and political, at Jerusalem’s loss, calling himself ‘Fighter of Jihad, tamer of 
atheists, destroyer of heretics’. The caliph awarded this Turkish atabeg the title ‘King of 
Amirs’ for restoring Islamic pride. For the Arabs he called himself the Pillar of the Faith; 
for fellow-Turks, the Falcon Prince. Poets, vital ornaments for every ruler in that poetry-
loving society, flocked to his court to sing of his glories, but the feral Zangi was a harsh 
master. 
 

King Fulk of Jerusalem and Zangi clashed over Damascus with Zangi emerging victorious in a 
skirmish. Fulk was only rescued by another army of crusaders from Jerusalem led by the 
Patriarch carrying what was supposedly the Cross of Christ. With Fulk in retreat, it now seemed 
inevitable that Zangi would take Antioch, Edessa, and Damascus. Eventually Zangi captured the 
County of Edessa in 1144. Edessa was the first Crusader state to be founded, and it was also the 
first to fall. As the most northern and least populated it was the most vulnerable. However, 
Zangi was unable to advance further as he was assassinated by a slave in 1146 and was succeeded 
in Aleppo by his son Nur al-Din. It was Nur al-Din who came closest to conquering the greatest 
prize of all – Jerusalem. Simon Sebag Montefiore writes of him, 
 

Nur al-Din, ‘a tall swarthy man with a beard, no moustache, a fine forehead and pleasant 
appearance enhanced by melting eyes’, could be as cruel as Zangi, but he was more 
measured, more subtle. Even the Crusaders called him ‘valiant and wise’… Nur al-Din so 
enjoyed polo that he played at night by the light of candles. But it was he who channelled 
the Islamic fury at the Frankish conquest into a Sunni resurgence and a new military 
confidence. A fresh stream of fadail works extolling Jerusalem promoted Nur al-Din’s 
jihad to ‘purify Jerusalem from the pollution of the Cross’ – ironically since the Crusaders 
had once called the Muslims ‘polluters of the Holy Sepulchre’. He commissioned an 
elaborately carved minbar or pulpit to stand in al-Aqsa when he conquered the city. 
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 The fall of the Crusader State of Edessa to the Muslims and the rise of the threat of 
Zangi (and then Nur al-Din) to the remaining Crusader states prompted the Second Crusade. 
Returned pilgrims and diplomatic representatives of the Crusaders states implored Pope Eugene 
III to act in 1145. The Pope responded by issuing a call for another crusade on 1 December of 
that year. Indulgences were promised for those that would fight. A crusader army was formed. It 
had a combined force of 13,000 Flemish, Norman, English, Scottish, and German crusaders.  

The Pope appointed Bernard of Clairveux (1090 – 1153) to represent the church on the 
need for the Crusade. Bernard was the most influential speaker of that time and widely respected 
for his piety and tolerance. He declared in a famous sermon in 1095 to an enormous crowd 

 
"O ye who listen to me! Hasten to appease the anger of heaven, but no longer implore its 
goodness by vain complaints. Clothe yourselves in sackcloth, but also cover yourselves 
with your impenetrable bucklers. The din of arms, the danger, the labors, the fatigues of 
war, are the penances that God now imposes upon you. Hasten then to expiate your sins 
by victories over the Infidels, and let the deliverance of the holy places be the reward of 
your repentance." 

 
His words inspired many to volunteer including royalty, such as Eleanor of Aquitaine, then 
Queen of France. It was said that the crowd shouted, “Deus vult” (Latin for “God wills it”) and 
Bernard replied, “Cursed be he who does not stain his sword with blood.” 

Just as in the First Crusade, many of the crusaders massacred and destroyed many Jewish 
communities on their way to the Holy Land in places like Germany. A travelling French monk 
Radulphe inspired them by arguing, “that the Jews should be slain as the enemies of the 
Christian religion.” However, Bernard protested against the massacre of Jews by these Crusaders 
in Germany on their way to the Holy Land. Bernard travelled to Germany and forced Radulphe 
to be exiled to his monastery. He publicly argued later that the sins of the crusaders were the 
cause of their misfortune and failures.  

The one great military success the Second Crusaders had was to defeat the Muslims in 
Portugal and retook Lisbon from the Muslims in 1147. However, they failed to achieve any 
military success in the Middle East. Boosted by soldiers from Jerusalem they had a combined 
force of around 50,000 men. However, they were unable to capture Damascus after a prolonged 
siege in 1148. (It was later captured by Nur al-Din after a short siege in 1154.) Most of the 
crusaders returned home in 1450 in a state of bitter division and disillusionment. The various 
factions blamed each other for their defeat. The failure of the Second Crusade had disastrous 
long-term consequences for Jerusalem. It inspired the rise of Saladin.  
 
SALADIN AND JERUSALEM 
 
The name Saladin (1137 -1193) still echoes around the Arab nations. Egypt’s military ruler, 
Gamal Abdel Nasser Hussein and Iraq’s infamous dictator, Saddam Hussein modeled 
themselves on the legendary Saladin who ruled over Egypt and Iraq. The irony was that Saladin 
was not an Arab but the son of a Kurdish mercenary. His name was Yusuf ibn Ayyub (later he 
took honorific title “Saladin” meaning  “Righteousness of the Faith”).  He was born in Tikrit in 
Iraq where his father served the famous Nur al-Din, Emir of Damascus and Aleppo. 
 When Nur al-Din died, Saladin seized power in Egypt and became the sultan in Cairo, 
Egypt. Saladin was a great warrior, but proved that he was an even greater diplomat. His 
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charismatic personality united the Arabs, who had been previously fragmented in bitter rival 
groupings. By battle and diplomacy he united in 1175 the two great powers of Egypt and Syria 
and was proclaimed as the “Sultan of Egypt and Syria.” 

Saladin now saw an opportunity with the failure of the Second Crusade to seize back the 
Holy Land from the Crusaders. With 30,000 troops he isolated and defeated the Crusaders at the 
decisive Battle of Hattin on 4 July 1187 (near Tiberias in present-day Israel). This victory paved 
the way for the recapture of the Holy Land. Saladin had broken the spine of the Crusader forces. 
He quickly captured cities like Acre, Nablus, Jaffa, Sidon, and Beirut.  

 Saladin then made his way to the Holy City. He preferred to take the city without a fight 
and offered generous terms if they would surrender. When this was rejected, he laid siege to the 
city on 20 September 1187. The leading Crusader leader, Balian of Ibelin threatened to kill every 
Muslim inhabitant, and to destroy Islam’s holy shrines of the Dome of the Rock and the al-Aqsa 
Mosque if the Crusaders were not given safe passage. Saladin agreed to the terms of surrender 
and the siege was ended on the 2 October 1187 when Balian of Ibelin surrendered the city to 
Saladin’s forces. Those who left had to pay a ransom fee. If they could not do so they were sold 
into slavery. The Crusaders left in tears as they looked back at the Holy City for the last time.  

When Saladin took the city one of the first things he ordered was the purging of the 
Temple Mount. Simon Sebag Montefiore recounts, 

 
On Friday 2 October, Saladin entered Jerusalem and ordered the Temple Mount, known 
to Muslims as the Haram al-Sharif, to be cleansed of the infidel. The Cross over the 
Dome of the Rock was thrown down to cries of ‘Allahu Akhbar’, dragged through the 
city and smashed, the Jesus paintings torn out, the cloisters north of the Dome 
demolished, the cubicles and apartments within the Aqsa removed. Saladin’s sister 
arrived from Damascus with a camel caravan of rosewater. The sultan himself and his 
nephew Taki personally scrubbed the courts of the Haram with rosewater, accompanied 
by a cleaning-party of princes and amirs. Saladin brought Nur al-Din’s carved wooden 
minbar from Aleppo and set it up in al-Aqsa Mosque where it remained for seven 
centuries. 
 
Saladin then made his way to the Dome of The Rock to pray. After this he had to face 

the question of what to do with the rest of Jerusalem. His response was somewhat tolerant. 
Montefiore noted, 

 
His mission was to create an Islamic Jerusalem and he considered whether to destroy the 
Dungheap – the Holy Sepulchre. Some of his grandees called for its demolition, but he 
mused that the place would still remain holy whether or not the Church stood there. 
Citing Omar the Just, he closed the Church for only three days and then gave it to the 
Greek Orthodox. Overall, he tolerated most churches, but aimed to diminish the 
Christian Quarter’s non-Islamic character. Church bells were again banned. Instead, for 
hundreds of years right up until the nineteenth century, the muezzin held the monopoly 
of sound and the Christians announced prayers with the clack of wooden clappers and 
the clash of cymbals. He destroyed some churches outside the walls and commandeered 
many prominent Christian buildings for his own Salahiyya endowments – which still exist 
today. 
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Saladin also granted permission to the Jews to resettle again in the Holy City. Some Jews 
from Palestine did so, particularly a group from Ashkelon, which had a large Jewish community 
as well as Yemen and Morocco. The Holy City was now in Muslim control once again after 
almost a century in the hands of the Crusaders. The peace of the city would not last. For just 
around the corner would be the Third Crusade led by the King of England, Richard the 
Lionheart.  

 
 


