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HISTORY OF JEWS SERIES – PROPHECY 

“The Destruction of Jerusalem” (Luke 19:41-44; Luke 21:20-24) 

After the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ the Jews as a subjugated nation 
continued under Roman rule. The rejection of Jesus Christ continued on in the lives of the 
majority of the Jewish people. As the Bible recounts, “He came unto his own, and His own received 
Him not.” (John 1:11) The sad irony is, as one writer noted, “Messiah’s people pushing the 
Messiah away after hundreds of years of waiting for Him.” Their stubborn choice sealed their 
doom.  

Now the “blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” (Rom. 
11:25b; cf. Matt. 13:13-16; 2 Cor. 3:14-15,) The verb “is happened” is in the perfect tense here, 
which indicates that the hardening has occurred at a point in time in the past and is still in effect 
at the time of the writing of the Book of Romans. Today this judicial blindness is still in effect in 
the majority of the Jewish people, although there is a remnant of Jewish Christians. However, the 
hardening is “in part” in that eventually, it will be lifted. The Jewish people will outlast all their 
enemies to play a central part in the final consummation of the ages.  

This glorious revival will be the dry bones living as described in Ezekiel 37:1-14. Those 
who have been dead in trespasses and in sin will spiritually rise as they embrace their Messiah, 
“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one 
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn” (Zech. 
12:10). This will be likely around a third of the Jews, 

 
Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 
saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: 
and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. And it shall come to pass, that in 
all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the 
third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on 
my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The 
LORD is my God. (Zech. 13:7-9) 
 
It should be carefully noted that the Jewish people have to be in their land and the city of 

Jerusalem and come through great tribulation judgment before these prophecies are fulfilled. 
This means these prophecies could not have been fulfilled from A.D. 70 to A.D. 1948/1967 as 
the Jews were scattered throughout the world. Furthermore, the clear implication is that they 
have to be in the land and unbelievers before they become believers and embrace the Messiah. 
Some sceptics may doubt whether God could save a whole nation of Jewish people in the future 
in a sudden move of God. That just shows they know nothing about God. The salvation of the 
pagan city of Nineveh was no problem to God. He even sent a backslidden prophet there to 
prove that “salvation is of the Lord.” 

Although the Jews are back in the land of Israel since 1948 and in control of the City of 
Jerusalem since 1967, we haven’t reached this point yet in world history when the Jewish nation 
embraces the Saviour. Only God knows when we will reach this date in His prophetic calendar. 
The Geneva Study Bible explains, “The blindness of the Jews is neither so universal that the 
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Lord has no elect in that nation, neither will it be continual: for there will be a time in which they 
also (as the prophets have foretold) will effectually embrace that which they now so stubbornly 
for the most part reject and refuse.” The Bible teaches plainly in passages like Romans 11 that: 

 
(1) The unbelief of Israel has opened the door of the gospel to the Gentiles. 
(2) The salvation of the Gentiles will in turn eventually lead to the conversion of Israel.  

 
Israel does have a glorious future. The best days are yet to come. God has not finished 

with or cast away His people. God is working out His marvelous plan, which led to the salvation 
of Gentiles and ultimately will culminate in the salvation of the Jews. Salvation truly is of the 
Lord and He will get all the glory.  

At the time of Christ and the Apostles the magnificent temple was still functioning under 
the control of the High Priest and Sanhedrin. This temple was the one originally rebuilt by 
Zerubbabel and Ezra (cf. Ezra 6:15), but had been greatly expanded and improved by Herod the 
Great. The temple was a central symbol in the faith of the Jews. They almost worshipped the 
building itself! So perverted had their views of the temple evolved that the Jews would even 
swear oaths by the temple (Matt. 23:16) and it was considered blasphemy to speak against it 
(Acts 6:13). However, the window of grace for Jerusalem was running out. The time of terrible 
judgment was soon approaching. The Lord Jesus Christ had explicitly prophesied that this state 
of events would not last, 
 

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him 
for to shew him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not 
all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down. (Matt 24:1-2; cf. Mark 13:1) 
 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent 
unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left 
unto you desolate (Luke 13:34-35a) 
 
And when He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come 
upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. (Luke 19:41-44) 
 
And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the 
desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the 
mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them 
that are in the countries enter thereinto. For these be the days of vengeance, that 
all things which are written may be fulfilled. But woe unto them that are with 
child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in 
the land, and wrath upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
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and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. (Luke 21:20-24) 
 
And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also 
bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning to them said, Daughters of 
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For, 
behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, 
and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. Then shall 
they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. (Luke 
23:27-30) 

 
The prophet Jeremiah had prophesied the destruction of Solomon’s Temple and now Jesus 
prophesied the destruction of Herod’s Temple. The Lord Jesus Christ was not dispassionate 
about this terrible destruction. Luke 19 explicitly records that Jesus, “wept over it.” The word 
“wept” here means loud sobbing or a cry of agony. It’s the strongest word for weeping in the 
Greek language. The Lord was heartbroken over the coming destruction of the city that was 
God’s chosen Holy City. He prophesised that the invaders would flatten the whole city to the 
ground, after they had laid siege to it by surrounding it with a “trench” or barrier to prevent any 
escaping. Not a single stone of the glorious temple would be left standing there. The Jews 
remaining would be either killed by the sword or scattered throughout the nations and the city of 
Jerusalem would be controlled until the, “times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 
 

DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM  
 
Although the Lord Jesus Christ had been ascended for around four decades, His prophesy of 
judgment on Jerusalem and the temple was not redundant. This prediction was literally fulfilled 
in A.D. 70 when the Roman armies invaded Jerusalem and quite literally destroyed it. Jewish 
historian, Josephus recorded several dramatic events and warnings such as earthquakes and signs 
in the clouds that supposedly foretold the end of the Temple worship system at Jerusalem in the 
period leading up to this event. 

The conflict began by a Jewish revolt against Roman rule in A.D. 66 known as the First 
Jewish–Roman War. This spread throughout the land. General Vespasian put down this revolt in 
the northern part of Judea within a couple of years. By now, Jerusalem was isolated from the rest 
of the nation. When Vespasian was declared Emperor in A.D. 68, he appointed his 29 year-old 
son, Titus to re-conquer Jerusalem with 60,000 soldiers. Titus subjugated all the rest of Palestine 
before he laid siege to Jerusalem in one of the most ghastly sieges in all history. It lasted from 
April to September A.D. 70.  

Titus’ army had modern siege equipment. His army built a wooden wall around the city 
to prevent any escaping, which the Jews burned down. Then he built a wall of stone around the 
city as Christ prophesied in Luke 19, “thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, 
and keep thee in on every side.” Hunger and plague raged throughout the city. People acted like wild 
animals in their craving for food. Many ate their leather sandals for food! Some mothers even ate 
their children to preserve their own strength! The walls of the city became a prison for its 
inhabitants.  

Jewish defenders fought all day and struggled to rebuild the walls at night. Eventually it 
was too much. The Roman armies began to breach the defensive outer walls of the city by A.D. 
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70. Violent divisions within the Jewish defenders of the city aided this. The Romans were forced 
to fight their way to the edge of the temple. Josephus claims that Titus wanted to preserve the 
temple but his enraged soldiers who were angered at the bloody Jewish resistance set it on fire. 
The conflagration was so great that it burned the glorious temple complex along with thousands 
of Jews, according to Josephus. There were great quantities of gold and silver in the temple 
treasuries. These fires were so hot that the gold melted and ran into the cracks between and in 
the stones. This resulted in the Romans breaking up all of the stones to pillage the gold. Hence, 
fulfilling the prophecy of Christ that no stone would be left on another. The fires raged in the 
city for many days.  

 
CONSEQUENCES 
 
The city of Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed and the wealth of the city ransacked. Many 
of the sacred treasures of the temple were taken to Rome to be publicly displayed in victory 
celebrations. The Menorah and vessels were carried to Rome. Even the elaborate temple veil that 
sealed off the Holy of Holies was brought to Rome. The gold of the temple treasury were used 
to strike coins with the legend JUDAEA CAPTA  (meaning “Judaea defeated”). A great arch 
was built to honour Titus’ victory in A.D. 82. This arc depicts the treasures taken from the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Carved into it is the Golden Candelabra or Menorah. It had the following 
inscription, 
 

Senate and People of Rome to their princeps, Imperator Titus Caesar Vespasianus 
Augustus, son of the divine Vespasian, high priest, in the tenth year of his tribunal 
powers, seventeen times Imperator, eight times consul, father of the fatherland, because 
he (on his father's orders and auspices and using his advice) subdued the Jewish people 
and destroyed the city of Jerusalem, something which none of the leaders, kings and 
armies before him failed to do. 

 
For centuries many Jews refused to walk under the arc because of that. 

The rubble from the temple and walls of Jerusalem scattered around the flattened city’s 
precincts testifies to the truth of the prophecies of the Lord Jesus Christ. By the year A.D. 73, all 
traces of a self-ruling Jewish nation had completely disappeared. For the next 1900 years the 
Jews would have no authority in the land God gave to their ancestors. Josephus records, 
 

And truly, the very view itself was a melancholy thing; for those places which were 
adorned with trees and pleasant gardens, were now become desolate country every way, 
and its trees were all cut down. Nor could any foreigner that had formerly seen Judaea 
and the most beautiful suburbs of the city, and now saw it as a desert, but lament and 
mourn sadly at so great a change. For the war had laid all signs of beauty quite waste. 

 
Eventually the Emperor Hadrian decided to establish a new Roman city on the ruins of 
Jerusalem. The Old City was plowed up and a city called Colonia Aelia Capitolina was built there. 
Hadrian erected a Temple to Jupiter Capitolinus on the site of the old Herodian temple. The 
Jews were forbidden to enter the old city of Jerusalem upon penalty of death. It is as if the 
Jewish presence in the land had been eradicated.  
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Just as Christ predicted many Jews were slain and many were scattered throughout the 
Gentile world. The Jewish historian, Josephus claims that as many as 1.1 million Jews were 
slaughtered in the battle, although this was probably an exaggeration. Many corpses were cut 
open as they were suspected to have swallowed coins. The Kidron valley and the Valley of 
Hinnom were filled with corpses. Those Jews who were spared were deported as slaves to work 
in mines in Egypt or to be butchered in arenas throughout the Empire for the amusement of the 
Roman citizens. Josephus claims 10,000 Jews were brought to Rome and sold into slavery. 

The destruction of the temple also signified a change in the Jews’ worship. No longer 
would they have an organised functioning priesthood and temple sacrifices. The Sanhedrin was 
obsolete. The Jews would be forced for the next two thousand years to be people ruled by 
Rabbis and the Torah. Even since the capture of Jerusalem in 1967 this state of affairs continues. 
 
MASADA 
 
Some Jews escaped the destruction of the city of Jerusalem through underground tunnels. The 
rebellion limped along in various pockets of resistance for another three years. The Romans 
finally put down the rebellion in A.D. 73 with the fall of the stronghold at Masada. This was a 
1,300-foot high rocky fortress on the edge of the Judean desert. Herod the Great built palaces 
for himself on the mountain and fortified Masada. He built water and supply reserves there to 
enable it to withstand a prolonged siege.  

A group of revolting Jews escaped to Masada. They were led by one of the leaders of the 
original revolt, Eleazar Ben Ya’ir. To conquer the Masada fortress was a formidable task of 
patience and skill. The Romans used 30,000 Jewish slaves to build a ramp to reach up to the 
Masada fortress. The Jews in Masada would not attack their own fellow Jews building the ramp. 
According to Josephus, when the Roman troops entered the fortress, they discovered the 
horrific reality that its 960 inhabitants (women and children included) had set fire to the 
buildings and committed mass suicide. One woman and five children survived to tell the tale that 
had hid themselves in a cave. Their leader, Eleazar reportedly roused them to this with these 
words, 
 

Since we, long ago, my generous friends, resolved never to be servants to the Romans, 
nor to any other than to God himself, who alone is the true and just Lord of mankind, 
the time is now come that obliges us to make that resolution true in practice…..We were 
the very first that revolted from them, and we are the last that fight against them; and I 
cannot but esteem it as a favor that God hath granted us, that it is still in our power to 
die bravely, and in a state of freedom, which hath not been the case of others, who were 
conquered unexpectedly. It is very plain that we shall be taken within a day's time; but it 
is still an eligible thing to die after a glorious manner, together with our dearest 
friends….Let our wives die before they are abused, and our children before they have 
tasted of slavery; and after we have slain them, let us bestow that glorious benefit upon 
one another mutually, and preserve ourselves in freedom, as an excellent funeral 
monument for us. But first let us destroy our money and the fortress by fire; for I am 
well assured that this will be a great grief to the Romans, that they shall not be able to 
seize upon our bodies, and shall fall of our wealth also; and let us spare nothing but our 
provisions; for they will be a testimonial when we are dead that we were not subdued for 
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want of necessaries, but that, according to our original resolution, we have preferred 
death before slavery. 
 
Today some regard the Masada mass suicide as morally wrong and an example of 

fanatical extremism. Others, however, glory in the perceived nobility and strength of character of 
the defenders of Masada in a heroic struggle against oppression. The Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) holds the swearing-in ceremony of their soldiers on top of Masada. The ceremony ends 
with the declaration, “Masada shall not fall again.” 

The fall of Jerusalem had a profound impact on Christianity. Now the church became 
more Gentile-focused and dominated. Those Christian Jews who had been scattered before and 
after the destruction of Jerusalem were rejected by the remnants of unbelieving Jews in the 
Empire.  After A.D. 70, they were not permitted in the synagogues. 
 


