
FRIDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 3; Deuteronomy 32:35 

DOUBLE CROSS 
 
The custom of publicly demonstrating that a peace covenant had been signed in the 
ancient world was to eat together, “So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with 
him. And David made Abner and the men that were with him a feast.” (v20) Doubtless, Abner 
assumed that he would have a prominent place in David’s new kingdom, “And Abner said 
unto David, I will arise and go, and will gather all Israel unto my lord the king, that they may make a 
league with thee, and that thou mayest reign over all that thine heart desireth. And David sent Abner 
away; and he went in peace.” 

David had taken this decision without consulting Joab. With hindsight it would 
have been better because of the bad history between these ruthless men. When Joab 
heard that David had entered into a peace treaty with Abner, he gave David a piece of 
his mind, “Then Joab came to the king, and said, What hast thou done? behold, Abner came unto 
thee; why is it that thou hast sent him away, and he is quite gone? Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, 
that he came to deceive thee, and to know thy going out and thy coming in, and to know all that thou 
doest.” (v24-25) 

Joab’s assessment of Abner’s character was true. Abner had no respect for David 
or Ishbosheth. He will change sides again in the future if he gets a better offer! Ironically 
Joab was the same! Often a liar can see through another liar better! Joab accused Abner 
of being a liar but practiced deception himself. 

Providence is going to work through the wicked motives and actions of Joab 
here to remove Abner. This man would have been a thorn in the side for David as he 
sought to rebuild the nation. It would have been hard for David to lead Israel with Joab 
at his side but the task would have been much harder with Joab and Abner! In Joab’s 
mind David was naïve and foolish. He knew that further reasoning with David was a 
waste of time. Joab wanted Abner dead for two reasons: 
 

(1) REVENGE 
(2) POSSIBLE CHALLENGE TO HIS POWER AND POSITION 

 
Joab quickly took his own course of action, “And when Joab was come out from David, he sent 
messengers after Abner, which brought him again from the well of Sirah: but David knew it not. And 
when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him quietly, and 
smote him there under the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother.” (v26-27) This 
was not a fair fight. Asahel was not murdered but killed in self-defence. Hebron was the 
city of Refuge that Joab could have had a trial under God’s word if necessary. By calling 
Abner outside the city, Joab knew that Abner had a rightful claim of self-defense and his 
actions would be an act of murder.  
 
HYMN: HGG 537 – Not I, But Christ1 
PRAYER: Keep Us From a Vengeful Spirit!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


