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TUESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 3; Isaiah 40:23 

PROVIDENCE AT WORK 
 
The Holy Spirit then gives us an insight into the domestic life of David, “And unto David 
were sons born in Hebron: and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; And his second, 
Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; And the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, 
Shephatiah the son of Abital; And the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah David's wife. These were born to 
David in Hebron.” (v2-5) David had more than ten wives & concubines and at least 20 
sons and a daughter. The polygamy will bring David nothing but trouble. He would fail 
to be a good husband and father. In public life he was decisive and wise but in private he 
was weak and passive. He was a great shepherd over his people but a poor one at home. 
David was sowing the seeds that would later bring forth bitter fruit. 
 Although Ishbosheth’s puppet rule was weakening, Abner was growing more 
powerful within it, “And it came to pass, while there was war between the house of Saul and the 
house of David, that Abner made himself strong for the house of Saul.” (v6). Then suddenly we 
read of a major division within it, “And Saul had a concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the 
daughter of Aiah: and Ishbosheth said to Abner, Wherefore hast thou gone in unto my father's 
concubine?” (v7) Likely Ishbosheth was even more dependent on the charismatic Abner as 
his kingdom declined.  

If this accusation was true by Ishbosheth, this was tantamount to claiming the 
throne. It was an act of treason. To take the wife or Concubine of a late Monarch was to 
appropriate his property and make a bid for the throne. However Ishbosheth may have 
been just picking a fight. When the devil’s crowd are not fighting the Lord’s people they 
often fight with each other! That is their nature. The leopard cannot change its spots! 
God was working through all of this to prepare the way for David to the throne of all 
Israel in His time. David did not have to do a thing but sit back and let God do His 
work. GOD has no problem opening doors He wants you to go through! 

This mild rebuke enraged the proud Abner, “Then was Abner very wroth for the words 
of Ishbosheth, and said, Am I a dog's head, which against Judah do shew kindness this day unto the 
house of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his friends, and have not delivered thee into the hand of 
David, that thou chargest me to day with a fault concerning this woman?” (v8) He was the real 
power behind the puppet king. Such men do not take criticism well. Doubtless, he could 
read the way the wind was blowing with David getting stronger and Ishbosheth is 
weakening. Abner was a pragmatist who had no principles. The only person he lived for 
was Abner! He was an opportunist who saw an opportunity to get an advantage. 

 
 
 
 

HYMN: HGG 359 – Singing I Go1 
PRAYER: Give Us Patience to Wait 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


