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SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 2:1-32, Proverbs 10:14 

MORE BLOODSHED 
 
Abner fled from the savage mess that he had created. Asahel the brother of Joab pursued 
him. It could have been that Joab ordered the fast Asahel to do this or that the young 
man craved the capture or death of a famous warrior like Abner. However, this young 
man had a reputation that preceded him. He will learn a painful lesson here on taking on 
an experienced soldier, but tragically it will also be his last one. 
 Although Abner was a ruthless man, he was also aware that Asahel’s family were 
known for their ruthless character. He pleaded with Asahel to back away from a 
confrontation, “And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn thee aside from following me: wherefore 
should I smite thee to the ground? how then should I hold up my face to Joab thy brother?” (v22)Time 
would prove his estimate of Joab’s character to be accurate. 
 Asahel refused to heed the warnings of Abner and he paid the ultimate price, 
“Howbeit he refused to turn aside: wherefore Abner with the hinder end of the spear smote him under the 
fifth rib, that the spear came out behind him; and he fell down there, and died in the same place: and it 
came to pass, that as many as came to the place where Asahel fell down and died stood still.” (v23) 
Abner was a seasoned warrior in battle and he must have used a powerful force to go 
right through Asahel. We cannot blame Abner here – he gave this young man 2 warnings 
and it was in battle scenario. Certainly David does not blame him for this incident when 
Joab later murders him in cold blood. However, Abner would sow the seeds of his own 
death by this action. He got what he wanted for a short season but soon he would lose it 
all and die as a fool.  
 The death of Asahel led Abner to appeal to Joab to call a ceasefire, “Then Abner 
called to Joab, and said, Shall the sword devour for ever? knowest thou not that it will be bitterness in 
the latter end? how long shall it be then, ere thou bid the people return from following their brethren?” 
(v26) Abner showed some wisdom here – perpetual killing has only one outcome 
ultimately. These are wise words but from a deceitful heart who started the civil war. 
There are no winners in this battle. It brought bloodshed, sorrow, and bitterness on all 
sides of the divided kingdom.  

Joab responds positively, “And Joab said, As God liveth, unless thou hadst spoken, surely 
then in the morning the people had gone up every one from following his brother.” (v27) It is not clear 
why Joab agreed to the truce. It may be he was sickened about the death of his brother 
or that he could see that the situation was unwinnable at the present moment. However, 
Joab would never forgive or forget Abner’s actions. It is always a sign of spiritual failure 
when God’s people are fighting one another instead of the world, flesh and the devil. 
The work of God is always at its highest point when there is unity of mind and purpose. 
That is why the devil works so hard to sow division in the home and the church.  

 
 

HYMN: HGG 595 – My Soul, Be on Thy Guard1 
PRAYER: Keep Us From Foolishness 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


