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THURSDAY 9 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 31:1-13, 1 Chronicles 10:13-14 

A WASTED LIFE 
 
The life of Saul is one of the saddest stories in all of Scripture. This man began with 
wonderful privileges, talents, and opportunities yet he effectively wasted them all. His life 
is a testament to the dangers of rejecting the Word of God and seeking to live by one’s 
own will. 

The story of Saul is such a calamity precisely because he had so much going for 
him! The poet, John Greenleaf Whittier rightly lamented, “Of all the words of tongue or 
pen, the saddest are these, it might have been.” God gave this man:  

 
(1) Immense physical attributes – tallest and most handsome man in Israel. 
(2) Wonderful pedigree – warrior tribe, father a powerful man in the tribe 

with wealth and social status. 
(3) Favour with people – almost universal welcome for him. God touched 

the hearts of mighty group of soldiers to surround him. 
(4) Spiritual experiences – Spirit of God came on him. 
(5) Victories over enemies – this was repeated on many fronts. 
(6) Godly family and friends to guide and encourage him – Samuel, 

Jonathan, David – some of the greatest characters in the Bible. 
 
It seemed that he could not possible fail to become a great king. Yet despite all this – 
what did Saul really achieve with his life? He was chosen by the people to be a warrior 
king and defend his nation BUT this chapter reveals he was not even able to do that! 

This chapter paints a scene of unimaginable horror and desperation. Israel is 
scattered and its leaders decimated on the battlefield in Saul’s last stand. The perennial 
stubborn heart of Saul comes to a bitter end as the curtain closes on his tragically flawed 
life. Truly, “the way of transgressors is hard.” The timing and means of death was not 
coincidental. We must see God behind it all,  

 
So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, 
even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for 
asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it; And 
enquired not of the LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the 
kingdom unto David the son of Jesse. (1 Chron. 10:13-14) 

 
 
 

HYMN: HGG 547– Have Thine Own Way, Lord1 
PRAYER: Help Us to Not to Waste Our Lives 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


