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WEDNESDAY, 8 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 30:1-31, 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

ENDING WELL 
 
David faces another test of character after he returns to his men left behind. Often we 
are at our most vulnerable after a great victory. David has nothing against these men – 
they had talked about stoning him but he knew it was just their visceral emotions talking. 
We read that he “saluted them” (v21b). 

Some of those who had fought against the Amalekites then speak up, “Then 
answered all the wicked men and men of Belial, of those that went with David, and said, Because they 
went not with us, we will not give them ought of the spoil that we have recovered, save to every man his 
wife and his children, that they may lead them away, and depart.” (v22) Complaining men are 
often selfish, even when God has proven so good to them in battle. When a believer 
shows generosity to others, expect someone to complain.  

David showed his leadership qualities and gracious spirit, “Then said David, Ye 
shall not do so, my brethren, with that which the LORD hath given us, who hath preserved us, and 
delivered the company that came against us into our hand. For who will hearken unto you in this matter? 
but as his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall 
part alike.” (v23-24) This is the spirit of a man in fellowship with God speaking. Grace 
has now saturated his reasoning and conduct. He reminds them that it is all of God, they 
are all brethren, and all have played a part. David prevails over the pettiness and 
selfishness by pointing their attention to giving God the glory.  

The integrity and wisdom of David shone through here – these 200 men had 
given their lives for him for 13 years and he does not easily forget that. David 
demonstrates that each has a part to pay – not everyone can be a fighter. No wonder his 
men loved him! His conduct left a wonderful legacy for we are told, “And it was so from 
that day forward, that he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel unto this day.” (v25) 

David also thought of others in need at this time who had suffered from the 
Amalekites, “And when David came to Ziklag, he sent of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, even to 
his friends, saying, Behold a present for you of the spoil of the enemies of the LORD” (v26). Parts of 
spoil belonged to Judah so David was blessing them to compensate. This is wise 
diplomacy. These gifts would also make it easier for David and his men to return to 
Israel. Hebron will be David’s capital for the 1st seven years of his reign. When we sin 
others suffer, but when we walk with God others are blessed by the overflow of God’s 
grace. 

David’s whole life was one of service and generosity. He set the tone for the 
nation to follow. That is what made him a man after God’s own heart. He had the heart 
of God the Giver. David knew that life is far too precious to waste on yourself. The 
saddest and most empty life is to simply live for yourself. Some just move rocks, others 
plough furrows, and others reap the harvest, but all are part of the Body of Christ. What 
a man and a leader David is! But what a God to preserve them all this time!  

 
HYMN: HGG 566 – Channels Only1 
PRAYER: Help Us to Share with Others 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


