
! 1!

MONDAY, 6 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 30:1-31, 1 Thessalonians 5:14 

LITTLE SOULS 
 
David had turned his thinking around by encouraging himself in the Lord of hope and 
power. CH Spurgeon was often prone to depression. One day as he rode home in a state 
of depression, the voice of God spoke to him the verse, “My grace is sufficient for you.” 
Spurgeon immediately responded, “I should think it is, Lord.” The peace of God flooded 
his soul. He recalled, “It was as if a little fish, being very thirsty, was troubled about 
drinking the river dry and the river said, “My stream is sufficient for you.”  

David launches out in obedience to God’s word to pursue the Amalekites. His 
faith is immediately tested by a reduction in his small army, “But David pursued, he and four 
hundred men: for two hundred abode behind, which were so faint that they could not go over the brook 
Besor.” (v10) Losing a third of his small army could have discouraged David, but this time 
he holds on to the promises of the Lord. All the odds are stacked against David 
recovering all but he marches on in faith. The Lord does not reveal where the Amalekites 
where but now as David steps out in faith, God will reward him.   

These 200 men had wept so much that they just could not go any further. David 
did not belittle them – sometimes you have to realize that to go on in the promises of 
God you have to leave those behind who cannot go on. Not everyone has the same 
physical and spiritual qualities in the Body of Christ. There are babes in Christ and those 
that can take the strong meat of the word. The Apostle Paul wrote. 
 

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the 
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men (1 Thess. 5:14) 

 
The word “weak” here is literally “little soul” – John Wycliffe translated it “little heart.” 
There are little souls in body of Christ! There are times we all are! But note weak and 
immature believers like John Mark and Joseph of Arimathea can become powerful 
instruments after they mature! The writer Matthew Henry says of such people that they 
are, 
 

….the timorous and faint-hearted or such as are dejected and of a sorrowful 
spirit. Some are cowardly, afraid of difficulties, and disheartened at the thoughts 
of hazards, and losses, and afflictions; now such should be encouraged; we 
should not despise them, but comfort them; and who knows what good a kind 
and comfortable word may do them? 

 
You may feel unqualified, uneducated, untrained, under-gifted, or even unworthy. Yet, as 
we will see in the life of David, those are excellent qualifications for God to do a mighty 
work in your life! 
 
HYMN: HGG 567 – Throw Out the Life-Line1 
PRAYER: Help Us to Encourage Others 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


