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SUNDAY, 5 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 30:1-31, Nehemiah 8:10 

BEGONE UNBELIEF 
 
At one of his lowest points, David finds hope in God. The Lord graciously responds to 
His prodigal son, “And He answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without 
fail recover all.” (v8b) This marks a spiritual turning point for David. The Lord could have 
ignored him, cut him off, or even placed him on probation. But when we truly repent, 
God is always swift to restore fellowship. Failure is not final with God. If ever there were 
a time to hurry we would think it is now. But David does not even presume now should 
he pursue after the Amalekites but seeks God’s will in this. When we are restored to 
fellowship we cannot dictate terms to God.  

What a hope these promise-laden words must have been to David’s heart, as he 
must have feared that the Amalekites had butchered all their families. God graciously 
also restored David’s men to him. When you see yourself as insufficient you will find 
God all sufficient. Now, David still had to prove his faith and acted upon it by getting up 
and going after the Amalekites. Steve Cole observed, 

 
Genuine faith is always active and obedient. Faith doesn’t passively sit around 
saying, “I believe.” Faith is taking God at His Word, often in the face of 
overwhelming circumstances to the contrary, and then obediently acting upon 
that Word until what is promised is reality.  

 
Or as Spurgeon put it, 
 

Many who get into trouble seem to expect an angel to come and lift them up by 
the hair of their heads; but angels have other matters in hand. The Lord generally 
helps us by enabling us to help ourselves, and it is a way which does us double 
good. 

 
The Lord didn’t wave His wand over the land of Canaan so that Israel could move in 
without any struggle. They had to commit themselves to God’s purpose to give them 
that land and they had to fight to get it. And we must commit ourselves to fight the war 
with the world, flesh and the devil and commit ourselves to see that purpose fulfilled. 

David responds immediately and without question to the divine command, “So 
David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and came to the brook Besor, where those 
that were left behind stayed.” (v9) A new person emerged from that encounter with God at 
Ziklag. Instead of compromise, there is obedience. This is clear evidence of a repentant 
heart.  
 
 
HYMN: HGG 612 – I Will Not Forget Thee1 
PRAYER: Restore Us Fully Today 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


