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FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 2:1-32, Ezekiel 45:9 

POOLSIDE BATTLES 
 
Ishbosheth was made king on the East side of Jordan, which is probably suggestive of 
the Philistine domination of central Israel. It is also noteworthy that Ishbosheth achieved 
no victory of note for the nation he professed to rule in those two years. 

In declaring war on David, Abner was declaring war on God’s choice! He should 
have learned from the demise of Saul how foolish that was. Abner was not passive here, 
but positively belligerent towards David. By contrast, David protected his borders, but 
did not seek aggression with Abner. He had promised Saul that he would not attack his 
seed in 1 Samuel 20 and David was going to honour that. We read, “Ishbosheth Saul's son 
was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two years. But the house of Judah 
followed David. And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years 
and six months.” (v10-11) 

Our lives are often affected by interactions with others. The challenge in these 
circumstances is do we wait on God or do we try to shortcut the process? David chose 
to wait for almost eight years and God would eventually take care of Ishbosheth and 
Abner, as He had with Saul. He had learned that when you wait on God, He will never 
let you down. When God is ready to move should be time enough for us.   

Joab, who was David’s nephew, held Abner’s post for David. He was more like 
Abner in his spiritual outlook and also lived for self. Two ruthless men now lead two 
competing armies with their own agendas. The inevitable outcome will be bloodshed. 
Eventually a clash occurred between these gangs of warriors at the pool of Gibeon. On 
Abner’s side were Benjamites who were famed as the warrior tribe in Israel. Joab had 
some of David’s men, who likely had learned to fight under him in the wilderness years.  

Abner issued a challenge and Joab was never one for backing down, “And Abner 
said to Joab, Let the young men now arise, and play before us. And Joab said, Let them arise.” (v14) 
The result was deadly on both sides, “And they caught every one his fellow by the head, and thrust 
his sword in his fellow's side; so they fell down together: wherefore that place was called 
Helkathhazzurim, which is in Gibeon.” (v16) It is notable that neither Abner nor Joab put 
their lives on the line. There is no indication that they felt any remorse for the horrifc 
bloodshed. Twenty four men died because of the stubborn pride and rebelliousness of a 
leader like Abner. More were slain in the subsequent battle, “And there was a very sore battle 
that day; and Abner was beaten, and the men of Israel, before the servants of David.” (v17) That is 
always the way. Abner may have had many gifts but he misused his leadership. The lives 
of the Benjamite soldiers were nothing to him. When people follow the Abners of this 
world, there is always a price to pay. The ones who pay the most are the foolish sheep 
that follow such false shepherds.  

 
  

HYMN: HGG 481 – Guide Me1 
PRAYER: Keep Us From the Abners 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


