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WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 2:1-32, Psalm 141:5 

KINDNESS UNREQUITED 
 
David is told of the noble gestures of the men of Jabesh Gilead in rescuing the bodies of 
Saul and his sons. He responds in an equally noble way, “And David sent messengers unto the 
men of Jabeshgilead, and said unto them, Blessed be ye of the LORD, that ye have shewed this kindness 
unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him. And now the LORD shew kindness and truth 
unto you: and I also will requite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. Therefore now let 
your hands be strengthened, and be ye valiant: for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah 
have anointed me king over them.” (v5-7)  

This is a wise thing for David to do as his first action – honouring those men 
who honoured Saul. It was noble and diplomatic, as it showed he was not vindictive to 
those who aided Saul in his reign. These were the men most loyal to Saul and he extends 
the hand of friendship and gratitude to them. We should never try to create enemies – 
they will come but we should not encourage it. There is a difference between the offense 
of the cross and being offensive. Unfortunately, the people of Jabesh Gilead didn’t 
choose to submit to David but instead followed Abner and Saul’s weak son Ishbosheth. 
One good deed is not necessarily followed with another! David had discovered that in 
his life. Men like Saul, Ziphites, Nabal etc. had continuously cast his grace back in his 
face that David extended to them.  

Having acted nobly and righteously we may have expected now the path to the 
throne of Israel to be a smooth one. Had not David passed the test of patience? 
Pritchard comments, 

 
The fact that David was king in Judah meant that he was still marking time in 
Hebron. He was God’s choice to rule the nation after the death of Saul. And you 
would think, from a purely human point of view, that this was his big chance. At the age of 
thirty, David seemed fully prepared to take over. But it didn’t work that way. 
Nothing in life is ever that easy. 

 
There is always a “but.” The death of Saul does not mean that David is free of trouble 
now. God has a greater plan that will involve David learning to rule a smaller kingdom 
first before he assumes the throne of the whole nation. David’s authority will be 
established there. God will use these seven years to show all of Israel the purity and 
guileless character of David in respect of the house of Saul. The “but” is in the form of 
Abner, “But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, took Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and 
brought him over to Mahanaim; And made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over 
Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel.” (v8-9) 
 

 
HYMN: HGG 375 – Jesus Is Precious1 
PRAYER: Teach Us Wisdom in Handling Others 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


