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THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 2:1-32, Psalm 27:14 

LEARNING TO WAIT 
 
David is now 30 years old. He has come a long way from the sheepfolds of Bethlehem to 
the throne of Judah and finally to all Israel. David will reign 40 years – seven and a half 
in Hebron and 33 years as king of all Israel. God has brought him through the dark days 
of suffering, brokenness, humiliation and he has now emerged with a stronger faith and 
character. These truths should teach us that adversity and spiritual growth often go 
together. There is a time and a season that God has ordained for each part of our lives. 
Now, David is ready to graduate from God’s training school. Despite some lapses, most 
of his first 50 years David’s life will be years of spiritual victory. By contrast, the last 20 
years will be a time laced with failures and decline. The key to the life of David was his 
obedience to God’s will. It was not because David was a brave warrior or clever 
administrator, “And when He had removed him, He raised up unto them David to be their king; to 
whom also He gave their testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after Mine 
own heart, which shall fulfil all My will.” (Acts 13:22) 

This is a volatile and delicate moment as the King is dead, the Philistines are in 
the ascendancy, and David is situated in Philistine territory. David wanted to know from 
the Lord if there was even a specific city where he was safe to go to from the Lord. It 
seems that when the Lord responded in a general way first that David then prudently 
inquired again for an even more specific answer. The Lord showed He is pleased to see 
this persistent faith and responds fully.  

David wisely approaches this situation with prayer, which should be our first 
resort. As the hymn says, “O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry, Everything to God in prayer.” The natural reaction for most 
is to assume that these circumstances are God’s will and rush on in to take advantage of 
them. Despite the fact that Israel is in chaos and he has a powerful army behind him, 
David does not storm in and demand to be made king. He knew God had called him; 
that he could lead men; that he had the natural gifts for the role; and that Israel needed 
an experienced general and shepherd. But David also knew that he must wait on God 
first. He had learned by painful experience that he must never run ahead of God’s 
providence. As Maclaren notes, 

 
We note the contrast between David’s submission to God’s guidance and Saul’s 
self-willed taking his own way, in spite of Samuel. He began right, and, in the 
main, he continued as he began. Self-will is sin and ruin. Submission is joy, and 
peace, and success. God’s kings are viceroys. They have to rule themselves and 
the world, but they have to be ruled by His will. If they faithfully continue as His 
servants, they are masters of all besides. 

 
HYMN: HGG 500 – BE Still, My Soul1 
PRAYER: May We Learn Patience 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


