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TUESDAY 21 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27, Ephesians 4:30 

HONOURING THE FALLEN 
 
This was one of the finest tributes known to mankind. David was a man that was able to 
find good even in the man that hated him and wanted to destroy him. This chapter says 
more about the greatness of David than Saul. He praised what is worthy to be praised in 
the life of the fallen without lying or exaggerating. God had used Saul as an unwitting 
instrument for Him to mould the character of David. This prepared this young 
inexperienced man to be Israel’s greatest king. One writer summed it up well, 
 

From Saul, and through Saul, and because of Saul, God had been working in 
David’s life. Saul had been God’s instrument to prepare David for the throne. If 
David was a diamond in the rough, then Saul was God’s chisel to remove the 
rough edges and expose the beauty within. Indeed, God had chosen David to be 
king and he had also chosen Saul to be the unwitting instrument of preparation. 
If you put together the various lessons David has learned, three of them go 
together. When David spared Saul’s life in the cave at En Gedi (I Samuel 24), 
God was teaching him to spare his enemies. When David snuck into the camp 
after midnight and took the spear but did not kill Saul (I Samuel 26), God was 
teaching him to love his enemies. And now that Saul is dead (II Samuel 1), God 
is teaching David to honor his enemies. First to spare, then to love, then to 
honor. Great, Greater, Greatest. This last lesson is the highest point of the 
spiritual life, and many of us never reach it. 

 
David also chooses to focus on the good he could observe in the life of the slain 
monarch, “Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not 
divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.” (v23) David here is giving 
insights into precious moments of friendship they all enjoyed. It was not all assassination 
attempts! There were wonderful moments of sweetness in their relationships. It is 
notable that Jonathan initially could not believe that Saul wanted to kill David – probably 
because Saul must have had moments together with them that were very pleasant. David 
rightly acknowledges Jonathan’s fidelity to Saul here. 
 David also reminds Israel of the other benefits that flowed their way from Saul, 
“Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on 
ornaments of gold upon your apparel.” (v24) These women gained from Saul’s reign – he must 
have blessed his people with the spoils of the enemy. David’s recognises Saul’s military 
might and his generosity! It is ironic that the women were the group who by their praise 
of David stirred up the demon of envy in the soul of Saul but now David is urging them 
to praise the memory of Saul.  
 
HYMN: HGG 402 – Tis Heaven There1 
PRAYER: Help Us to be Thankful for Others 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


