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MONDAY 20 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27, 1 Peter 2:17 

HONOURING THE FALLEN 
 
David recounts about Saul and Jonathan, “From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, 
the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul returned not empty.” (v22) This is a 
valiant soldier talking about two other mighty men. David is not lying and honours what 
he can in these two men. He tells us these two men were rarely defeated. He states that 
Jonathan “turned not back” i.e. he was no coward. He praises the fact that Saul “returned not 
empty” as a mighty warrior of his people. The inspired author records of Saul’s past 
exploits, “So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every side, 
against Moab, and against the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of Zobah, 
and against the Philistines: and whithersoever he turned himself, he vexed them.” (1 Samuel 14:47) 

There is not a word of hatred, bitterness, or abuse against Saul by David. We 
need to remind ourselves that Saul had taken David’s wife, home, position, family, 
reputation, best years of his life out of pure spite and jealousy. Now David could return 
back to his beloved homeland and was best placed to seek the throne. David could have 
been indifferent – few would have blamed him.  

David’s respect for Saul proves that hatred and bitterness are not unavoidable 
even towards implacable foes – they are willful choices. David’s reaction here is 
incomprehensible, save for one filled with the Spirit of Christ. Why did David adopt this 
magnanimous spirit? 
 

(1) David respected Saul’s office. He was the “Lord’s anointed” and David 
honoured the king as his subject (1 Peter 2:17). 

(2) David loved and respected Saul. This giant of a man was a hero to the young 
shepherd boy from Bethlehem. Indeed, Saul died on the battlefield for his people 
– this had to be respected. 

(3) David respected the Sovereignty of God. The Lord judged Saul. It was not 
David’s role as he was not the king. 

(4) David did not focus on the wrongs of Saul but his strengths. Instead, of being 
bitter, David became better. 

 
In blessing his bitterest and inveterate enemy, David is following in the greater footsteps 
of our Lord (Luke 6:27-28). This is truly a glorious picture to behold. We forget that 
David was only 30 years of age and had come through the crucible of suffering. Certainly 
it proves the infinite wisdom of providence in using all of these trying circumstances to 
make a man of God.  
 
 
HYMN: HGG 364 – The Way of The Cross Leads Home1 
PRAYER: Make Us More Like Christ 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


