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THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27, Leviticus 19:15 

HONOURABLE OBITUARY 
 
David honoured Saul here, but he does not lie as so many do in their eulogies. However, 
speaking of others does not require us telling everything that could be told. We are to 
choose our words wisely. With wonderful grace David blends together the life of his 
greatest enemy and his greatest friend. 

David elegantly avoids commenting on the glaring faults of Saul. When he met 
Saul directly he confronted Saul with his sin, but this day it is not appropriate to bring 
this up. Sadly and notably there is no comment on the relationship of Saul to the Lord – 
no lies told. Indeed, there was little David could say. That is the greatest tragedy of Saul’s 
or any life. 

What a man David is to sing such a song about a man who had done him such 
harm! It stems from a heart that is fixed on the belief of the Sovereignty of God. He 
knows that God was using even Saul’s wicked actions for David’s good. David’s sorrow 
is not superficial but genuine and deep. This poetic song did a number of things: 
 

(1) Taught people to respect the office of a king. Doubtless, there were many who 
were disillusioned after the demise of Saul. 

(2) Proved that David held no grudges. It is one thing to say something, but quite 
another to commit yourself in writing. 

(3) Gave a wonderful example of grace and magnanimity. Smaller men would have 
celebrated the removal of their enemy and the open door to the throne.  

 
David first grieves for the honour of his beloved Israel, “The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy 
high places: how are the mighty fallen!” (v19) The “beauty” here is one of the synonyms for 
glory. What is the glory of any nation? It is the sovereign glory of its monarchy. This was 
not hypocrisy, as David respected Saul in many ways. It was to Saul’s eternal discredit 
that this respect and affection for him was not allowed to bloom and be a blessing to his 
kingdom.  

David is grieved for the dishonour that would be brought to God and His people 
from this decapitation of Saul and Jonathan, “Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph” 
(v20). It seemed to be a custom of that time for the women to come out and wallow in 
the victories. When the spiritual leadership in any church or organization fall, the 
enemies of God rejoice. This should especially grieve us. 
 
 
 
HYMN: HGG 504 – We’re Marching To Zion1 
PRAYER: Give Us the Heart of David 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


