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THURSDAY 16 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27, Ecclesiastes 3:4 

DEMONSTRATING RESPECT 
 
Even after Saul’s death, David still honours him. Saul is his father by marriage so David 
has a duty to honour him. Saul is also the King of God’s people. That was not an 
insignificant fact. David still feared the Sovereignty of God by referring to Saul as the 
“Lord’s anointed.” As God had honoured Saul by elevating him, so it is incumbent upon 
David to follow this. A lesser man than David would have gloated over the death of Saul, 
so long his bitter enemy; and a more ambitious man than David would have been equally 
pleased about the death of Jonathan, since he would naturally have succeeded his father 
had he lived. 
 David also demonstrated his respect for Saul by how he handled the Amalekite, 
“And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the 
LORD's anointed? And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. 
And he smote him that he died. And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth 
hath testified against thee, saying, I have slain the LORD 's anointed.” (v14-16) This man 
deserved to die because: 
 

(1) Confessed to a capital crime 
(2) He was an Amalekite – no coincidence that Saul had failed to slay them all. 
(3) It demonstrated that David was opposed to the murder of Saul 
(4) It publicly showed that David was not Saul’s enemy.  

 
The sentence is unambiguous and rapidly pronounced. This phrase “thy mouth” is 
important, as David does not know if the account is true. 

Most ambitious men would have wasted no time in taking advantage of the 
turmoil for their own advancement. But David showed his regal grace, as his first 
thought is not about David but about the loss of Saul and Jonathan. It is one thing to 
refuse to take vengeance by your actions, but another to reveal the love in your heart for 
your perennial and vicious enemy, “And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and 
over Jonathan his son” (v17). Saul is not an easy person to love! 

There is a “time to mourn” (Eccl. 3:4b) in Scripture for believers. We are designed 
by God to do that. Jesus Christ wept at tomb of Lazarus. Although we do not sorrow as 
they that have no hope, we do sorrow! Easterners are very public about their feelings of 
joy or grief. The name of the poem is “the bow” that David wrote to honour the memory 
of Saul. He wanted it taught to all the children of Judah even though Saul had treated 
them badly. It is one of the finest eulogies in all of Scripture. We can more easily 
understand him lamenting the demise of Jonathan but not of Saul. Yet, if we did not 
have the history of 1 Samuel we would probably assume that Saul was one of David’s 
greatest heroes and allies. 
 
 
HYMN: HGG 606 – Safe In the Arms of Jesus1 
PRAYER: Help Us to Respect Others 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


