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WEDNESDAY 15 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27, Proverbs 24:17 

A TIME TO MOURN 
 
The Amalekite then claimed that he had delivered the fatal blow, “And the young man that 
told him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon his spear; and, 
lo, the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and 
called unto me. And I answered, Here am I. And he said unto me, Who art thou? And I answered 
him, I am an Amalekite. He said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and slay me: for anguish 
is come upon me, because my life is yet whole in me. So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I was 
sure that he could not live after that he was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the 
bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my lord.” (v6-10) He was very 
careful to maintain that this was euthanasia, “because I was sure that he could not live after that 
he was fallen.” He skillfully painted himself as a providential instrument to assist both Saul 
and David. The Amalekite even provided physical evidence of the crown and bracelet to 
back up his claims.  

It is interesting to note that Saul had failed to wipe out all the Amalekites as 
commanded by God (1 Sam. 15). It is no coincidence that one comes to bring the bad 
tidings of his death to his perennial enemy, David. After being a fugitive for many years 
from Saul, this was a real test for David’s character. Doubtless, few of David’s men were 
disappointed to hear that he was dead. 

A lesser man than David would have wallowed in the news of Saul’s demise. But 
David once again demonstrated why he was a man after God’s own heart. Instead of 
dancing on the grave of Saul or even relief that his enemy was dead, we read, “Then David 
took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: And they mourned, 
and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the LORD, 
and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword.” (v11-12) This was a genuine 
sorrow. It was not a show for the benefit of others. We should never rejoice when God 
judges the Sauls in our life, “Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad 
when he stumbleth: Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, and he turn away His wrath from 
him.” (Prov. 24:17-18) 

David’s actions touched something deep in the hearts of his own soldiers as they 
followed his example. These hardened fighters had to be commended in mourning, as 
they wanted to kill Saul previously. It shows the influence and example of David’s 
leadership had a positive effect on others over time. David shows he has a true 
shepherd’s heart as he grieves for the deaths of the passing of every ordinary Israelite, 
“for the house of Israel.” The death of God’s people is not something that should be glibly 
ignored.  
 
 
HYMN: HGG 203 – The Holy Ghost Is Here1 
PRAYER: Give Us Wisdom in the Fall of our Enemies 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


