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TUESDAY 14 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27, Proverbs 25:25 

NEWS FROM HOME 
 
Saul had destroyed his life and his testimony. His was a deeply unhappy life. Someone 
once observed, “One cannot be envious and happy at the same time.” Saul spent his life 
fighting God’s people instead of fighting the world, flesh, and the devil. It is a sign of 
spiritual failure when God’s people are fighting with one another rather than fighting 
with the devil and his disciples. This is always worse when it happens amongst spiritual 
leaders like Saul. A prominent word in this chapter one is “fallen” (v4, 10, 12, 19, 27). 
Saul had begun his reign head and shoulders above all Israel but his fall would bring him 
to the lowest point. 

This book of 2 Samuel will be one of restoration and the rebuilding of a nation 
after Saul’s had ripped it apart. This will not be an easy task and civil war will precede 
reunification and restoration.  

While Saul’s last battle raged at Mount Gilboa, David is still in Philistine territory. 
At this point David did not know how the battle had gone. The suspense is about to be 
ended for the great patriot, “It came even to pass on the third day, that, behold, a man came out of 
the camp from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it was, when he came to 
David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance.” (v2) It would have taken around 3 days for 
the Amalekite to make the 80 miles trip to Ziklag. Although he was dressed as a 
mourner, he revelled in his role as the murderer of Saul. He was clearly a very shrewd, 
dedicated, and cunning man. There was no question that he was on the battlefield, 
although he probably lied about killing Saul. The Holy Spirit is very clear about the 
manner and means of Saul’s death in 1 Samuel 31:5. However, the fact that this 
Amalekite could fabricate such a tale and confidently deliver it reveals the depravity of 
his heart.  

After the incident at Ziklag, an Amalekite was not the best of person to be in 
David’s presence at this moment. This man made a major error of judgment. He judged 
the heart of David by his own depraved standard. The world always believes that every 
man has a price – even the godly. This is the slander the devil perpetrated against Job i.e. 
that he was just good living for a living! But David does not want what God has not 
given him.  

David immediately questions of the battle, “And David said unto him, How went the 
matter? I pray thee, tell me. And he answered, That the people are fled from the battle, and many of the 
people also are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also.” (v4) On hearing this, 
David requests evidence, “And David said unto the young man that told him, How knowest thou 
that Saul and Jonathan his son be dead?” (v5) It is always wise to demand verification. There 
had been enough rumours and lies flying around about David for many years. 
 
 
HYMN: HGG 615– A sovereign Protector I Have1 
PRAYER: Keep Us From Envy 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


