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SUNDAY 12 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 31:1-13, Proverbs 18:30 

DIED AS A FOOL 
 
The Philistines were keen to get the head of Saul and they copied everything David had 
done to their hero, Goliath, “And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent into 
the land of the Philistines round about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and among the people. 
And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to the wall of Bethshan.” 
(v9-10) Their offerings to their gods show that they saw this as a spiritual battle, “to 
publish it in the house of their idols, and among the people.” To them Dagon and Ashtaroth had 
triumphed over Jehovah. It is a tragic consequence of the demise of Saul that he makes 
the Name of God to be blasphemed even in death. For a Jew to die without a proper 
burial is a great disgrace and humiliation. This once proud head is now decapitated like 
Goliath. Saul lost army, sons, crown, honour, life, dignity, and even worse he may have 
lost his own soul. The sad thing is that his life did not need to end in this manner. 
Jealousy destroyed him and became like “rottenness of the bones” (Prov. 18:30).  

The Holy Spirit draws a line under Saul’s life by concluding with one of the few 
rays of light in Saul’s life, “And when the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead heard of that which the 
Philistines had done to Saul; All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul 
and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Bethshan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And 
they took their bones, and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days.” (v11-13) These 
honourable men of Jabesh Gilead did not forget one moment of selflessness and courage 
in Saul’s life. David may have slain his ten thousands, but Saul had slain his thousands 
also. GOD allowed Saul to reap a little honour from the little honour he sowed in 
rescuing the men of Jabesh Gilead. However, what military victories Saul achieved were 
eclipsed by his failure to master the lusts of his heart. There were no attempts to elevate 
the spiritual life of the nation throughout his long reign of 40 years. He showed little 
affection for God’s Word or God’s prophets. Saul was at times a great warrior but never 
a shepherd of God’s people. He lived as a fool and he died as a fool. It should be 
carefully noted in this chapter that the prophecy of Samuel the day before had come true. 
God did exactly what He promised He would do: 

 
 (1) Saul was removed and his family cut off from the throne – the wrecked corpse of 
Saul lies as a warning to us all, “them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall 
be lightly esteemed.” You can never succeed at resisting God’s will or God’s word. 
(2) David is preserved from the hand of Saul and now will be elevate to the throne 
without David having to lift a finger against Saul. The contrast between David’s 
deliverance and victory in the previous chapter and Saul’s defeat in this one is not 
without significance.  
 
 
HYMN: HGG 613– More Secure Is No One Ever1 
PRAYER: Keep Us From Foolishness 
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1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


