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SATURDAY 11 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 31:1-13, Judges 16 

TERRIBLE ENDING 
 
We cannot but admire the fidelity and respect Jonathan showed to his father in this 
terrible incident. It is sad that such a noble heart has to be cut off in this manner because 
of the sins of his father. Dale Ralph Davis summed him up well, “He remained a true 
friend to David and a faithful son of Saul. He surrendered his kingship to David (18:1-4); 
he sacrificed his life for Saul. In this hopeless fiasco Jonathan was nowhere else but in 
the place Yahweh had assigned to him – at the side of his father.” 
 At such a moment, Saul’s only thought is about himself, “Then said Saul unto his 
armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and 
thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore 
Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.” (v4) This is a kind of euthanasia, as clearly Saul had a 
fatal wound. Naturally, we can understand the fear of falling into the hands of his vicious 
enemies. However, the truth of the matter is that Saul chose this path. It is disappointing 
that Saul is still worried about his image before men rather than thinking about meeting 
God. Sadly, there is no mention of prayer or repentance. He faced eternity with his eyes 
still fixed on outward circumstances and self. Ironically, the hand that had sought so long 
to slay David ended up killing himself. 

Saul’s suicide is the logical consequence of a life of self-destruction and running 
from God’s will. He faced death as he faced life: with his eyes desperately fixed on his 
circumstances and himself. The Roman Empire destroyed itself from within by a moral 
implosion. Saul’s life was that. His worst enemy was Himself! His self-centeredness & 
self-will ended in self-destruction. 

This defeat was a catastrophe of national proportion, “And when the men of Israel 
that were on the other side of the valley, and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of 
Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them.” (v7) Saul’s sin affects the lives of many of his subjects. The people 
had desired a man of the flesh to lead them into battle and they got one (1 Sam. 8:21). 
They also are reaping what they sowed under divine discipline. Under David’s regime, 
the new king got many of the cities back.  

One of the most dangerous things is a leader who has a good brain but with a 
bad mind! He can do a lot of damage to many people! Insecurity and paranoia led to him 
exiling his most loyal friend and greatest general when Saul needed him the most. Saul 
would not listen to Samuel, David, Jonathan, and God. The only voice left for him is the 
devil’s voice. A man that cannot rule himself can never spiritually rule others 
successfully. Samson at least managed to inflict his greatest defeat on the Philistines by 
his death. Sadly, Saul only gave them one of their greatest opportunities to blaspheme. 

 
 
 

HYMN: HGG 509 – He Who Would Valiant Be1 
PRAYER: Help Us to End Well 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


