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FRIDAY 10 OCTOBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 31:1-13, 1 Peter 4:17 

END IS NEAR 
 
Small compromises with sin builds a kind of hardness on our heart that eventually sears 
our conscience so that we no longer feel guilty. It is like the hardened calluses that build 
up on the fingers of a builder so his fingers are much less sensitive to the stress of his 
labours. Meyer points out,  
 

It is a very solemn thought! No career could begin with fairer, brighter prospects 
than Saul had, and none could close in more absolute midnight of despair; and 
yet such a fate may befall us, unless we watch, and pray, and walk humbly with 
our God.  

 
God had long warned Saul of an impending judgment. He should have learned from the 
history of Eli and his two sons that God will deal with sin in the leadership of Israel. 
Maybe he deluded himself that it was not really going to happen after all of these years, 
especially as Samuel was now dead. But now God decrees that enough is enough. The 
sand in his hourglass just ran out for Saul! God is no respecter of persons. This 
rebellious monarch is judged according to the principle, “He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Prov. 29:1). Once God 
removes His protecting hand over the life of Saul the conclusion is inevitable. David 
encouraged himself in the Lord at Ziklag and overcame, but Saul tried to fight his last 
battle in his own strength.  

The instrument of God’s judgment on Saul would be the Philistines, “Now the 
Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain 
in mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines 
slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchishua, Saul's sons.” (v1-2) It is one of the great ironies 
of the end of Saul’s life that he is defeated and humiliated by the enemy that David 
consistently defeated for him. By driving David away, Saul harmed himself and his 
nation. That is one of the fruits of paranoia and jealousy. Saul’s army is grossly 
outnumbered and outmatched by the Philistines. One of the tactical rules of warfare is to 
target the king and his sons. This destroys the current and future leadership of your 
enemy. 

Saul lay dying with his 3 brave sons lying dead near him. Saul’s sins cost him his 
life – but not his only! Others, even good men, often suffer the consequences of the sin 
of another man. We must never imagine that we don’t affect others by our choices. This 
reality should challenge parents to walk right before their children. It also certainly 
evidences the principle that godliness and faithfulness does not guarantee the best of 
outward circumstances here on earth.  

 
 

HYMN: HGG 641– Immanuel’s Land1 
PRAYER: Teach Us Thy Ways 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


