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MONDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER 2014 

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 30:1-31, Hebrews 12:11 

FROM BAD TO WORSE 
 
David may have felt somewhat relieved after “getting away with it” in the battle with 
Israel. There is no hint that he repented of his compromise for the past sixteen months. 
Doubtless, he was looking forward to getting home to enjoy his family and the comforts 
of Ziklag. Just as he rounded the corner, he and his men witnessed a sight they didn’t 
expect, “So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives, 
and their sons, and their daughters, were taken captives.” (v3) When we sin, others are affected 
by the consequences. They all paid a high price for the foolish reasoning of one man. 
Often it is the ones nearest and dearest to us that suffer the most. 

The Lord had not forced David to compromise. He got himself into all these 
problems by his own self-interest and carnal thinking. God’s word is perfect - you cannot 
improve on perfection. Whenever you walk out of the will of God – expect 
consequences. Act imperfectly you must expect imperfections to arise in your life as a 
consequence. However, if the Lord did not burn all our Ziklags, we would stay in the 
place of compromise forever.   
 Ziklag had been burning for three days. The sight of the burned out remains of 
his home must have filled the heart of David with many emotions. We read, “Then David 
and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep.” 
(v4) This was great sorrow. These tough men were not easily given to such weeping. 
Humanely speaking they had lost everything with no hope of recovery. They can only 
but imagine the suffering on their wives and children at the hand of the cruel Amalekites. 
This was the last straw!  

To multiply the distress of David’s soul, mutiny breaks out amongst his men for 
going to assist the Lord’s enemies, “And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of 
stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters.” 
(v6a) What had looked so promising days before now looks like a poisoned chalice! 
These men blamed him for the wild goose chase of over sixty miles. No doubt they also 
blamed him for taking them from Israel and provoking the Amalekites into a revenge 
attack. The Hebrew word “greatly distressed” means pressed into a tight corner – they way 
a potter compresses clay into a mould! David feels squeezed from every direction. 

Many people yearn for leadership but they forget it is an unstable and lonely 
position. David is learning the fickleness of public opinion. This is a low point in David’s 
life – one of lowest to date probably! His whole world had fallen apart. To make his 
despair greater, he could now see that it was the consequence of being out of the Will of 
God. Now, everyone had rejected him – Saul, Israel, Judah, Achish, and now his own 
men.  
 

 
HYMN: HGG 337 – From Depths of Woe1 
PRAYER: Show Us Our Faults 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1Lyrics!available!at!http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymnlist.asp!


