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CHURCH SERIES – PASTOR 

“Preaching & Preachers” (1 Corinthians 1:21) 

In Christianity today we are seeing the down play of preaching. People question its relevance in 
our so-called postmodern world. Everything else is promoted and the preaching is diluted, 
undermined, and given a secondary or insignificant status in many churches. Churches advertise 
their youth activities, drama presentations, worship teams etc. but not the preaching of God’s 
Word.  

Throughout the Bible, preaching is given a central place. It was central to the ministry of 
our Lord in so much that he could leave those seeking him for physical relief by saying, “Let us go 
into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth” (Mark 1:38). The Apostles 
planted and established churches through preaching. Paul points out, “it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21).   

Preaching is God’s primary ordained means of building up the saints and reaching the 
lost (cf. Eph. 4:11-13; Rom. 10:14-15). In Titus 1:3 we are told that God “manifested His word 
through preaching.” The Apostle Paul knew, “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel” (1 
Cor. 1:17) and was so constrained by this thought that he declared, “….for necessity is laid upon me; 
yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). This record alone is its best defence. No 
other church activity must ever supplant the primacy of the pulpit. Preaching of God’s word is 
non-negotiable.  
 
PREACHING IN CHURCH HISTORY 
 
One of the outstanding things about the Protestant Reformation was that it was a time of the 
revival of biblical preaching. Presbyterians particularly, having discarded much of Rome’s 
ritualism, laid their great emphasis on the sermon.  

During the years prior to the Reformation, papal authority, ritualism and impersonal 
relics had replaced the preaching of the Word of God. Many of the established clergy, did not 
preach at all. If there was preaching, it was usually a simple homily weaving in the sayings of the 
Church Fathers and folk stories. Often these were in Latin, which most of the people could not 
even understand. That is why historians term that period “the Dark Ages.” 

The Reformation returned to the Apostolic pattern with a revival of biblical Christ-
centred preaching from the pulpits in the common vernacular. It swept across much of Europe 
by anointed preaching coupled with the printed word, especially the Bible. They discovered the 
truth of the promise, “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple” (Psa. 
119:130).  Historian, R. L. Dabney wrote, “All the leading Reformers, whether in Germany, 
Switzerland, England or Scotland were constant preachers, and their sermons were prevalently 
expository.” He went on to say, “We can assume with safety that the instrumentality to which 
the spiritual power of the great revolution of the Reformation - was mainly due to the restoration 
of scriptural preaching.”  

No longer would ritualistic sacraments be seen as the primary means of edifying the 
saints and saving sinners. To illustrate this principle, the pulpit was raised and placed in the 
centre of Protestant churches. The Communion Table was also placed underneath to show the 
subordination (and regulation) of the sacraments to the preaching of the Word. We see even this 
changing in the contemporary church. Instead of a pulpit, we have an acrylic lectern or even 
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none at all. The object that dominates the service is not the preaching but the  
“worship team” with the accompanying lights and rock bands.  

 
WHAT PREACHING IS NOT? 

 
There are many false ideas floating around today of what constitutes preaching. Many preachers 
use the sermon to deliver human ideas about God, rather than God’s statements about 
humanity. False prophets have always done this (Jeremiah 14:14). Such men argue using science, 
philosophy, social justice, current affairs, economics, and man-made ethics to mould God into 
their image.  

Some think preaching is telling some sentimental stories that they have read about or 
personally experienced using the pretext of a Bible verse. They manufacture tear-jerking 
emotions by their skilled eloquence in manipulating an audience. Often the focus of the message 
is the preacher and his life or building up the self-esteem of the listener.  

Some just as erroneously even argue that it is simply explaining a text better. They think 
because people have intellectually learned something more about a passage of Scripture at the 
end of the service, that they have fulfilled the role of a preacher. All that has happened is that the 
listener’s mind has been stimulated on a pure intellectual level. Just as the sheer emotional 
approach is wrong, so is the simply intellectual one also.  

 
WHAT IS PREACHING? 

 
The Westminster Larger Catechism gives the answer to this question: How is the Word of God 
to be preached by those that are called thereunto?  
 

“They that are called to labour in the ministry of the Word, are to preach sound doctrine, 
diligently, in season and out of season; plainly, not in the enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power; faithfully, making known the 
whole counsel of God; wisely, applying themselves to the necessities and capacities of the 
hearers; zealously, with fervent love to God and the souls of His people; sincerely, aiming 
at His glory, and their conversion, edification, and salvation.” 

 
That is a good biblical definition of preaching. It clearly reveals how that preaching differs from 
all other forms of public speech. Preaching does not consist of the world’s clever rhetoric and 
oratory but in the testimony, wisdom, and power of God in His word (1 Cor. 2:1-5). It is not to 
be used to build up a following for the preacher. Spurgeon points out, 
 

The gospel is preached in the ears of all men; it only comes with power to some. The 
power that is in the gospel does not lie in the eloquence of the preacher otherwise men 
would be converters of souls. Nor does it lie in the preacher’s learning; otherwise it could 
consist of the wisdom of men. We might preach till our tongues rotted, till we should 
exhaust our lungs and die, but never a soul would be converted unless there were 
mysterious power going with it – the Holy Ghost changing the will of man. O Sirs! We 
might as well preach to stone walls as preach to humanity unless the Holy Ghost be with 
the word, to give it power to convert the soul. 
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By contrast, true preaching is the heralding of the Bible i.e. that of “making known the whole 
counsel of God.” The Apostle Paul urged his young protégé Timothy to simply, “preach the Word” 
(2 Timothy 4:2). The Apostle Peter added that the preacher must not add his own words to 
God’s, “if any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 Peter 4:11). The preaching of God’s 
Word also enables the listener to check the message against the objective truth of revealed 
Scripture like the Bereans did concerning the apostle Paul’s preaching in Acts 17:11. 

God’s Words are infinitely more powerful than ours. People don’t need to hear a 
preacher’s opinions but what God has to say. When a man substitutes his words for God’s 
words, then that is the ultimate act of pride. The true preacher does not invent a message but 
simply speaks the Words of the Living God. He brings the mind of Christ to the church in order 
to change the prevailing culture. He must not bring the culture and try to change the church.  

Preaching is not simply taking one or two favourite themes/doctrines from the Bible and 
constantly repeating them as personal “hobby-horses,” but it is to be “the whole counsel of 
God” (cf. Acts 20:27). Preaching is to be Biblical and not simply filling 45 minutes of uplifting 
words or sentimental stories. Too many preachers deliberately lace their sermons with humorous 
stories or anecdotes to “jazz up” the service and entertain their listeners. It should be pointedly 
observed that we don’t see the Saviour or the apostles using such techniques in their messages. 
Nor is preaching simply explaining a text. That is lecturing or teaching, but it is not preaching! 
Anyone can do the former who has the intellectual capacity to absorb different thoughts from 
commentaries and lexicons and then presenting them in a logical reasoned manner.  

By contrast, biblical preaching is to involve the whole man filled with Spirit of God. As 
Martyn Lloyd Jones points out, “Preaching is theology coming through a man who is on fire.” 
This means that the personality of the preacher is involved. He is not to be robotic or like a dry 
dispassionate academic. Lloyd Jones described the Spirit’s activity in the preacher, 

 
You are a man ‘possessed,’ you are taken hold of, and taken up…you have a feeling that 
you are not actually doing the preaching…You are looking on at yourself in amazement 
as this is happening. It is not your effort; you are just the instrument, the channel, the 
vehicle: and the Spirit is using you, and you are looking on in great enjoyment and 
astonishment. 
 
The preacher must be one that preaches with sincerity and zeal, “with fervent love to 

God and the souls of His people.” Too many love to preach but don’t love those they preach to. 
Preaching is to not only engage the mind, but it must convict the heart and change the life of the 
listener. Someone, who has simply studied and intellectually mastered a text, cannot imitate this 
power or zeal. That is why the Apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonicans what real preaching is, 
“For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance….” (1 Thessalonians 1:5). 

As the catechism says, preaching must have definite application to the lives of the 
listener, “applying themselves to the necessities and capacities of the hearers.” Preachers must 
make the truths of Scripture they have expounded applicable to their listeners. The interpretation 
must lead to application because there are implications from the text that must be understood. A 
lecturer does not have to do that, but a preacher must do this! A preacher is there to change lives 
and not just to add the knowledge base of his listeners. A.W. Tozer once described his role as a 
preacher,  
 



For 1 June 2014                                                                                 Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 4 

My Goal When Preaching: I pray that I may be able to preach with such convicting 
power that my people will sweat! I do not want them to leave my services feeling good. 
The last thing I want to do is to give them some kind of religious tranquilizer and let 
them go to Hell in their relaxation. The messages preached in our churches should make 
backslidden Christians sweat and if I achieve that objective when I preach I thank God 
with all my heart. No matter what people think of me, Jesus is Victor! Lord help me to 
preach with boldness - not concerned with what people think of me. Amen  
 
Preaching must also have a definite purpose as, “aiming at His glory, and their 

conversion, edification, and salvation.” There must be a definite experience of the glory of God 
in the message. Trying to steal the glory of God is a serious sin. The preacher must know his 
place in God’s order, “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think” (Rom. 12:3a). Christ must, therefore, be at the 
centre of the message, “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord” (2 Corinthians 4:5). Far 
too often in even so-called Bible-believing churches, Jesus Christ is at the periphery or absent 
from the sermons. The church or the preacher cannot save anyone, but the Christ of Scripture 
can, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me” (John 12:32).  

A further aspect of the preaching of a preacher is in his example. Paul instructed 
Timothy, “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). Peter also points out that pastors are “ensamples to 
the flock” (1 Peter 5:3). It is not enough for a pastor to be a good Bible teacher but he also must 
live the message he preached. The Apostle Paul points that he lived consistently with his 
message, “But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word 
of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of 
God” (2 Cor. 4:2) The world speaks lofty words of peace, justice, love for one’s fellow man but 
they contradict the words by their actions. The Christian must not be like this. We must practice 
what we preach! 

 
DEPENDING ON SELF 

 
Someone has said that the human being is the only animal that you can pat on the back and his 
head swells up. It is only too easy to forget God and depend on self. This is the prevailing spirit 
in our generation. Even believers can be sucked into thinking this way. We boast in our academic 
qualifications, money, status, possessions, race, family connections etc. We confuse fame with 
success and analyse our position from the world’s perspective. CH Spurgeon used to warn his 
people, “Be not proud of race, face, place, or grace.”  

The Apostle Paul stated to the Corinthians, “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any 
thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor. 3:5). What is remarkable about that statement 
is that it was uttered by one of the greatest minds who ever walked this earth. Paul was a brilliant 
scholar, linguist, Pharisee, and a Roman citizen. After he was converted, he became the greatest 
theologian, missionary, and pastor of the early church. Paul could handle the toughest questions 
from the leading thinkers in Jerusalem, Athens and Rome. Even the other apostles like Peter 
were seemingly in awe of his learning,  

 
And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 
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As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some 
things hard to be understood…. (2 Peter 3:15-16a). 

 
Paul even testifies, “If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more” 
(Philp. 3:4). Paul was top of his class in the achievements of the flesh. If any man could boast, it 
was Paul. But he learned the hard way that no one could trust in self to enter and succeed in 
God’s kingdom. Effectively he is saying here, “if trusting on self could work, it would have 
worked for me.” However, Paul knew it never could.  
 

DEPENDING ON GOD 
 
Paul warned that we should always think a different way from the world’s self-confidence, “but 
our sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor. 3:5b). This is how he lived and this is what he taught. This teaching 
is not unique to Paul. Remember, it was the Lord Jesus Christ who old His disciples, “without Me 
ye can do nothing” (John 15:5b). God will not share His glory with a proud, self-sufficient man.  

The city of Corinth was one were the locals gloried in their academic knowledge, wealth, 
and philosophical thinking. Paul was aware that this worldview could infect the minds and hearts 
of the believers there. So, he gave this principle to the Corinthians in his first epistle, “He that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31). In fact Paul explained why “no flesh should glory in his 
presence” as,  

 
But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30). 

 
In other words, Paul is emphasizing that everything we accomplish is the result of the grace of 
God in us and through us. That truth is hard often for us to accept, as we naturally think we are 
self-reliant. Success is only a great good if we recognise that it comes from the Lord and 
use it for the Lord and His purposes. CH Spurgeon sums up such a God-dependent man,  

 
Christ’s men are more apt at weeping than at bragging: they feel their inability rather than 
their ability. The man who does everything for the Lord is the man who cannot do 
anything without the Lord. The man that knows he is nobody, God will make somebody. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The Reformers were convinced from Scripture that Spirit-filled and prayerful “preaching of the 
Cross” (1 Corinthians 1:18) to be the power of reformation. They only had a Bible and prayer but 
they discovered that this was all they needed. Luther put it well, 
 

I have opposed the indulgences and all the papists, but never by force. I simply taught, 
preached, wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing…. the Word did it all.…For it is 
almighty and takes captive the hearts, and if the hearts are captured the evil work will fall 
of itself. 

 
Pastors must believe they have a divine responsibility as, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). They must be filled with the Spirit of God as 
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they live out circumspectly and carefully the message they preach so that it is not mere head 
knowledge. God does not anoint methods but holy men to preach the Word. Robert Murray 
McCheyne rightly observed, “A holy minister is a powerful weapon in the hands of God.”  

There was a time when all of the major denominations had Spirit-filled preachers, and 
the people loved preaching. That is not true today. We need a recovery of a sense of God’s 
authority through preaching. It is God’s ordained primary means of touching the hearts of men 
and women and changing their lives. While there are other methods of communication in the 
church, there is no substitute for preaching. May God be pleased to give a return to Spirit-filled 
preaching in our churches today.  
 
 
 
 
 


