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HOT TOPICS – INFANT DEATHS 

“Do Infants Who Die Go To Heaven?” (Matt. 18:1-14; 2 Sam. 12:13-23) 

Millions of children die around the world every year. The death of any person brings a measure 
of sorrow and heartache. But the death of a child is especially painful for loved ones to bear. For 
many parents their hopes and dreams in life are tied up in the child. There are few pleasures in 
life that can equal the joy of seeing your own children grow up. When a child dies, part of the 
parents often dies as well. As someone said, “The death of a child is like a period placed before 
the end of a sentence.” 

Added to that pain of the loss is the question:  What happens to soul  o f  the deceased 
infant or young chi ld?  That question is a difficult one. When faced with such a question, we 
must not argue from emotion but from the clear principles and examples set forth in Scripture. 
The Bible does not directly speak to this issue but I believe there is enough evidence to 
formulate a definitive conclusion that God does bring to heaven all who have died in infancy.  

That said, it is only fair to point out that not every Reformed theologian agrees with that 
conclusion. There are those like John Calvin who believed that some infants went to heaven but 
also that others who were non-elect infants perished in hell. The Westminster Confession of 
Faith does not take a definitive view on whether all persons in the world dying in infancy are 
elect, or only some. It adopts precise and carefully chosen language on this matter, 
 

Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, and saved by Christ, through the Spirit, 
who worketh when, and where, and how He pleaseth: so also are all other elect persons 
who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the Word (WCF Chapter 
X, Section 3). 

 
The Confession here includes not just elect infants but refers also to, “all other elect persons, 
who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the word.” This would include 
persons who are mentally impaired. One of the Scriptural proof texts in the Confession that is 
used to evidence the position that elect infants are “regenerated, and saved by Christ” is Luke 
18:15-16 where we read, 
 

And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when his 
disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, 
Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God. 

 
Charles Hodge noted of this verse, “He tells us of such is the Kingdom of Heaven as though 
heaven was in great measure composed of the souls of redeemed infants.” So Christ affirmed 
explicitly that the kingdom of God belonged also to infants and little children. They are included 
as children of God and objects of His love. 
 

PRINCIPLES OF SCRIPTURE 
 

(1) We know that the infant is a person with an eternal soul even in the womb. So the death of a 
child in the womb or outside the womb is the death of a person.  
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(2) The birth and the death of any child is ultimately tied up in God’s sovereign will. God does 
not owe long life to any person as: (i) He is sovereign Creator over all the days of our lives; and 
(ii) Every human is conceived in sin and deserves death at any time. The death of a child is God’s 
sovereign choice for that person and we believe that it is always right, “as for God His way is 
perfect” (Psa. 18:30). 
 
(3) The Lord Jesus Christ reveals that God has appointed angels to minister to and for them, 
“Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:10). God has a stated love for little children, 
“Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish” (Matt. 
18:14). John MacArthur observes of this verse, 
 

And the picture here is of a child that is analogous to believers…. the only thing that 
makes sense is that He’s talking about believers but the analogy is perfect because He 
doesn’t want a believer to perish anymore than He wants a little one to perish. Otherwise 
the analogy doesn’t make sense. God no more wants His children to perish, His spiritual 
children to perish than He wants a little one to perish. You come in like a child, you need 
to be cared for like a child, treated like a child, protected like a child, rescued like a child 
and God is not going to let you perish, be devastated and destroyed anymore than He 
would allow one of His little ones to go through that. Like little babies, believers are. 
Same way that God is concerned about the little ones, He’s concerned about His own. 
 

(4) The Bible does distinguish in many passages between those who are able to discern sin and 
righteousness, and law and grace and those that are not:  
 

Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, 
which in that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in 
thither, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it. (Deut. 1:39) 
 
And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore 
thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left 
hand; and also much cattle? (Jonah 4:11) 
 
For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land 
that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. (Isa. 7:16) 

 
This point in a child’s life when he or she passes from not being able to discern sin and 
righteousness, and law and grace to being able to no one can pinpoint. Only God knows at what 
point they become accountable. It is not about a specific age but more a condition of 
accountability. The ability to discern right from wrong and respond to the claims of the gospel 
varies with age and mental ability. Some mentally handicapped people never reach such a point 
no matter how long they live on earth. God alone knows when a person is old enough to either 
receive Christ or reject Him. John MacArthur gives a helpful comment on this, 
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….those who have not reached sufficient mature understanding in order to comprehend 
convincingly the issues of law and grace, sin and salvation….We’re talking about 
someone who has not reached sufficient mature understanding to comprehend 
convincingly the issues of law and grace and sin and salvation. This is certainly an infant 
in the womb. This is certainly an infant at birth. This is certainly a small child. And this is 
certainly a mentally impaired adult at any age. Anyone in the condition who cannot 
sufficiently understand and comprehend so as to be fully convinced of the issues of law 
and grace and sin and salvation. It’s not an age, it is a condition. And from child to child 
it varies. 

 
(5) All children are conceived in sin and are born with a sin nature (Psa. 51:5, 58:3, Eph. 2:1-3, 
etc.). So no one is born morally innocent. All have sinned in Adam (Rom. 5:12-21). There are no 
exceptions. Sin is not just what you do in terms of volitional acts -  sin is what you are! Every 
baby needs a Saviour, just as every adult does. 
 
(6) No child enters heaven because he or she is an innocent little babe but because of the merits 
of Christ’s saving grace applied to him or her. That is equally true of adult salvation. Infants get 
to heaven on the same grounds as everyone else by grace alone because of God’s sovereign 
election. We cannot expect adults to be saved by unmerited grace and then demand that infants 
should go to heaven by keeping the law! Certainly the salvation of a helpless infant magnifies 
God’s sovereign grace and gives Him all of the glory.  
 
(7) There are examples of regeneration of babies in the womb in the Bible. John the Baptist was 
filled with the Holy Ghost in the womb and worshipped the incarnate Saviour by leaping for joy 
in His presence (Luke 1:15, 41-44; cf. Jer. 1:5). This is not the normal working of the Spirit of 
God in humanity but it is a possible way the Holy Spirit can work. We may not understand how 
it all works but we never fully so even in adult salvation. However, we can conclude because the 
Bible provides such precedent of regeneration in the womb that it is entirely possible that this 
can be repeated with other infants who die young. Ronald Nash wrote, “If this sort of thing 
happens even once, it can certainly happen in other cases.” 
 
(8) There are some passages of Scripture that seem suggestive that infants would be in heaven. In 
Revelation 7:9 we read, 
 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 

 
So if the Bible affirms that the number of redeemed in heaven is very great in the time of John’s 
vision although most of the Gentile nations were pagan, then this may be an indication that 
those from those nations in glory are infants. MacArthur explains, “I know it’s a narrow road, 
few there by that find it, but I don’t think that’s all that are going to be in heaven. Few there by 
that find the narrow road, but many are in Christ. How can you have few finding the narrow 
road and many in Christ? Because the many have come through salvation which God provides 
for the little ones.” 
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EXAMPLES OF SCRIPTURE 
 
There are a number of incidents in the Bible that provide further illumination on this point: 
 
2 SAMUEL 12 INCIDENT 
 
One of the clearest inferences of God’s salvation of infants is found in the story of 2 Samuel 12. 
David had committed adultery with Bathsheba and a child was conceived. Although he repented 
of his sin, God warned him through Nathan that a consequence would be, “the child also that is 
born unto thee shall surely die” (2 Sam. 12:14). The child was less than a week old at this point.  

David gave himself to prayer and fasting over the matter but when he heard that the 
child had died, he worshipped the Lord and ate food. This perturbed his servants who 
questioned, “What thing is this that thou hast done? thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive; 
but when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread” (2 Sam. 12:21). David then explained to them, 

 
And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can 
tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now he is 
dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but 
he shall not return to me (2 Sam. 12:22-23). 

 
Now we know that David was a true believer who had the absolute assurance that he 

would be in heaven when he died, “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake, with thy likeness” (Psa. 17:15; cf. Psa. 23:6).  He also acknowledged that the child will 
not return to earth, “he shall not return to me.” Therefore, the only logical implication from his 
words, “I shall go to him” is that he knew where his son was at that moment and was comforted 
with the fact that one day he would be reunited with his departed son in that place.  

Some argue that he was only talking about meeting his son in the grave but that would 
not be a reunion and this thought would surely not provide any comfort to David. It is 
interesting to note that the next verse states that, “And David comforted Bathsheba his wife” which 
may well indicate that his words about the future reunion were what he used to comfort the 
heartbroken mother.    

We should also note the very different reaction that David gave when he heard the sad 
news that his apostate son, Absalom had perished in his sins, 

 
And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and 
wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! 
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! (2 Sam. 18:33) 

 
David was not at peace with the demise of Absalom. He knew there would be no reunion in 
glory with Absalom as there would be with his infant son who had died. Thus, this incident in 2 
Samuel 12 is strongly suggestive that infants who die will be reunited with believers in heaven (cf. 
1 Kings 14:13).  
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JOB 3 INCIDENT 
 
In Job 3 we have an account of the reasoning of Job in the midst of his profound sufferings. 
This man was a believer who feared God and saw God in all of his circumstances. Yet, we read 
that he analysed his life and reasoned that he would have been better not to have been born or 
died as an infant, “Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the 
belly?” (Job 3:11). He explained, “For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept: then 
had I been at rest…”(Job 3:13). Job went on to say of those who died in as infants, 
 

Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been; as infants which never saw light. 
There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest (Job 3:16-
17). 

 
Now Job knew that to die and go to hell would not be better than what he was going through on 
earth. So the only way that he as a believer would desire to be as a dead infant “at rest” would be 
if the infant was in heaven. Solomon makes a similar implication in his words in Ecclesiastes, 
 

If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his 
years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no 
burial; I say, that an untimely birth is better than he. For he cometh in with 
vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness. 
Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than 
the other (Eccl. 6:3-5). 

 
Again, the only logical way an infant that dies in the womb or soon after birth “is better” and 
“hath more rest than the other” than a man who lives on earth is if the infant goes to heaven.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 

The weight of biblical evidence leads us to the conclusion that children who die in infancy are all 
God’s elect. All who are not old enough to trust Christ here will trust Him later over there. They 
are absent from the body and present with the Lord. We can say like David, “I shall go to him, but 
he shall not return to me.”  
 To those believers who have lost children we need to remind them that God has chosen 
these little ones to go on before. We must hold on to the Scriptures that reveal of God, “Thou art 
good, and doest good” (Psa. 119:68). George Muller preached from that text when his beloved wife 
passed away. He made three simple points, 
 

(1)  The Lord was good, and did good, in giving her to me.  
(2)  The Lord was good and did good, in so long leaving her to me.  
(3)  The Lord was good and did good, in taking her from me. 

 
In the nineteenth century, a wealthy Chicago lawyer called Horatio Spafford (1828-1888) 

had a thriving business, a wonderful wife, four beautiful daughters and a son. He was also a 
devout believer who was admired by the Christian community in Chicago for his generosity and 
faithfulness. However, in 1870 his only son died of scarlet fever at the age of four. Then the 
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following year at the height of his business success, he lost almost everything in a great fire in the 
Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  

Amidst these tremendous blows that afflicted his life, Spafford decided in 1873 to send 
his wife and daughters on a boat trip to Europe. Several days later, he received the terrible news 
that his four daughters had been drowned when their boat had an accident. Only his wife had 
survived. When she discovered the loss of her daughters, she recalled the words of a faithful 
friend, “It’s easy to be grateful and good when you have so much, but take care that you are not 
a fair-weather friend to God.” When she arrived in Wales on a rescue boat, she then sent her 
husband the heartbreaking telegram with these words, “Saved alone.”  

Many good people wondered how Horatio Spafford would react to these multiples 
storms that had hit his life. Would he be bitter? Would he question God’s sovereignty? As he sat 
on another boat crossing the Atlantic to take him to meeting his heartbroken wife, Spafford was 
shown the spot were his daughters drowned. He immediately went to his cabin and penned these 
now famous words, 

 
When peace ,  l ike a r iver ,  at tendeth my way, 

When sorrows l ike sea bi l lows ro l l ;  
Whatever my lot ,  Thou has taught me to say,  

It  i s  wel l ,  i t  i s  wel l ,  with my soul .  
 
The words which Spafford wrote that day came from the words of the Shunammite woman to 
the sudden death of her only child in 2 Kings 4:26. Even though she felt the pain of her loss as 
we are told, “her soul is vexed within her,” she still publicly declared “it is well.”  

Believers sorrow for children who die in infancy in their temporal loss but not as they 
that have no hope. These children have escaped growing up in this sin-cursed world. We no 
longer have to agonise over their souls as they are with the One who will keep them safe for all 
eternity. These little ones are rejoicing in the land that is fairer than day. It is not farewell but 
merely good night. Our temporal earthly loss will be our eternal gain in glory. However, it is only 
possible for you to see your child again some day, if you have received Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Saviour. 

To lose a child is a parent’s worst fear. But we can live in hope of a brighter tomorrow 
because we have God’s character and promises to hold on to. The ultimate answer to the 
question of the eternal whereabouts of children who have died in infancy is found in the answer 
to another question, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”(Gen. 18:25) Our loving and 
gracious Heavenly Father decides and does so perfectly. That is the good news. Heaven is the 
place of perfect reunions. The anchor will still hold in the wildest storms of life. It is well with 
our souls.  
 
 
 


