
SATURDAY, 1 FEBRUARY 2014	  

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 1:1-3, Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

AN INCONSISTENT FATHER 
 
The Book of Samuel is centred on three biographies – Samuel, Saul and David. Samuel is 
transitional character as he is the last of the judges but also a prophet. After him Israel 
will begin to be led by kings. He will bridge the gap between the judges and the kings. 	  

The story begins in a place called Ramathaim-zophim or Ramah in the home of a 
Levite called Elkanah. Ramathaim-zophim was about 15 miles south of Shiloh and 5 
miles north of Jerusalem. It is a home that is typical of the time of the lawlessness of the 
Judges, (when even many of the Judges were greatly flawed). This was a time when, “every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).	  

There are some positive things to say about this home, but many sad things also 
to note. It was an inconsistent home led by an inconsistent father (he reminds us of 
Elimelech and Naomi). This was a religious home that worshipped Jehovah but they also 
were a home blighted by polygamy and disunity. The father led his family to worship but 
could not lead his warring wives to peace. In Deuteronomy 6, God instructs the fathers 
of Israel,	  

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)	  

 
The order here is not without significance. God instructs fathers that they must know 
and put the Word of God into practice in their own lives. When that is done, they are 
then commanded to pass and teach these principles to their children. You cannot teach 
what you do not know or live out before others. One of the things we often forget is that 
our example is a major part of training our children. Sadly as one writer put it, “Your 
kids will learn far more from your life than from your lectures, especially if your lectures 
don’t back up your life.”	  

The Bible has many examples of inconsistent Christian fathers who set the wrong 
example. King David was one of the greatest saints of the Bible but he was a poor father. 
He testified sadly at the end of his life, “Although my house be not so with God” (2 Sam. 23:5). 
The circle was broken in that home. 	  

Earthly fathers are not perfect, as even the best struggle with the flesh on a daily 
basis. Christian children do not have the right to demand absolute perfection but they do 
have the right to expect reality from their father. There is no point lecturing a child about 
the importance of prayer and Bible study when the father does not attend the prayer 
meeting or Bible studies.	  We need to pray much for and with our children, as we cannot 
bring up a godly family by our own strength. God must be at the centre in all things. 	  
 
 
HYMN: HGG 731 – O Give Us Homes 
PRAYER: LORD, Give spiritual consistency to our fathers.  
	  


