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“THE SERVANT OF THE LORD ” – A Study of the Life of Moses 

“From Bad to Worse” (Exodus 6:1-30) 

The first skirmish in the long war with Pharaoh and the Lord had taken place. It appeared that 
Pharaoh had triumphed. Israel’s position was worse than ever. Moses was rejected and despised 
by his own people for the second time in forty years. He wanted to hand in his resignation letter 
and give up. All hopes for deliverance seemed forlorn. Moses had reached the lowest point of 
self-confidence. However, none of these things were coincidental or a mistake. God was working 
all things for good. The first visit of Moses to Pharaoh was simply to show Moses that he 
himself could not be the deliverer. 

God was going now to reveal that He was still on the throne and that all this was part of 
His sovereign plan all along. Moses and Israel were going to learn not to make premature 
conclusions about God. The Lord had a discouraged and reluctant prophet in one corner, and at 
the same time He had a proud Pharaoh in the other. God knew how to handle both perfectly. In 
the end, the Lord would exalt the humbled Moses and, then humble before finally destroying 
Pharaoh. The plan of deliverance and the plagues were no mere afterthoughts or simply 
reactions to a crisis. They were part of God’s deliberate and perfect plan. 

No matter how a situation appears, the Lord is in control. He knows how to fit all the 
pieces together in the puzzle of life even when we cannot begin to understand how. We may not 
always understand the bigger picture, but remember He does. When your world collapses, look 
at Him and His promises and keep looking.  
 

Then the  LORD said  unto  Moses ,  Now sha l t  thou se e  what  I  wi l l  do  to  Pharaoh:  fo r  wi th  a  s t rong  hand 

sha l l  he  l e t  them go ,  and wi th  a  s t rong  hand sha l l  he  dr ive  them out  o f  h i s  land .  And God spake unto  Moses ,  

and sa id  unto  h im, I  am the  LORD: And I  appeared  unto  Abraham, unto  I saac ,  and unto  Jacob ,  by  the  

name o f  God Almighty ,  but  by  my name Jehovah was I  no t  known to  them. And I  have  a l so  e s tab l i shed  my 

covenant  wi th  them, to  g iv e  them the  land o f  Canaan,  the  land o f  the i r  p i l g r image ,  where in  they  were  

s t rangers .  And I  have  a l so  heard the  groaning  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  I srae l ,  whom the  Egypt ians  keep  in  bondage ;  

and I  have  r emembered  my covenant .  (v1-5)  

 

God didn’t answer Moses’ questions directly or rebuke him for his unjustified outburst. The 
Lord revealed a number of things about His Person and His promises to Moses. Five times in 
this chapter six God repeats “I am the LORD” (v2, 6, 7, 8, 29). In other words, the Lord was 
seeking to divert Moses’ attention to His great Person. There is a great application here for us all. 
You will never be able to live the Christian life successfully unless you live with your focus on 
the Lord and remember that He is the great I AM – the great eternal, unchangeable, 
compassionate, gracious One. There is no substitute for this reality. Moses needed to reflect on 
that and so do we. I AM is the answer to every problem we have. 

The Lord began His dealings with Moses by reassuring His downcast servant that He 
would deliver Israel as He had previously promised, “Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for 
with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land.” These 
sobering words made clear that Moses would witness the deliverance as God’s sovereign work, 
“what I will do to Pharaoh.” In fact the power of God would be clear in that Pharaoh would 
forcefully seek Israel’s removal from Egypt. This will be the very opposite of what Pharaoh has 
boasted in the confrontation, “neither will I let Israel go” (Exod. 5:2b). God would prove that He 
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had no difficulty in overcoming the proudest opponent and forcing that opponent to obey God’s 
sovereign will.  
 The Lord then repeated His covenantal relationship with the people of Israel down the 
centuries, “I am the LORD: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God 
Almighty, but by my name Jehovah was I not known to them. And I have also established my covenant with 
them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers.” Moses could 
reflect back on the history of God’s dealings with the Patriarchs and discern how that God 
always keeps His promises. Israel might have forgotten about the Lord in their bondage but the 
Lord had not forgotten them. This fact should be a reminder and encouragement to us as well. 
God never forgets us. 

On the basis of this covenant, the Lord promised that He was concerned about the 
sufferings of Israel, “And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in 
bondage; and I have remembered my covenant.” This must have comforted Moses as he had just 
witnessed the sufferings increase of Israel through his confrontation with Pharaoh. The Lord 
knew that Moses needed some encouragement, and so He gave him enormous encouragement. 
Our God is not a fickle God. When He covenants to be with His people and take care of them 
He will. 
 
Where fore  say  unto  the  ch i ldren o f  I s rae l ,  I  am the  LORD, and I  wi l l  br ing  you out  f rom under  the  burdens  

o f  the  Egypt ians ,  and I  wi l l  r id  you out  o f  the i r  bondage ,  and I  wi l l  r edeem you wi th  a  s t r e t ched out  arm, and 

wi th  grea t  judgments :  And I  wi l l  take you to  me for  a  peop le ,  and I  wi l l  be  to  you a  God:  and ye  sha l l  know 

that  I  am the  LORD your God,  whi ch br inge th  you out  f rom under  the  burdens  o f  the  Egypt ians .  And I  wi l l  

br ing  you in  unto  the  land ,  concern ing  the  which I  d id  swear  to  g iv e  i t  to  Abraham, to  I saac ,  and to  Jacob ;  

and I  wi l l  g iv e  i t  you for  an her i tage :  I  am the  LORD. (v6-8)  

 
In light of this, the Lord had a message to Israel and Moses, “Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, 
I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of 
their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments.” The Lord promises 
to deliver them by pouring out His “great judgments” upon Egypt. Israel would witness His 
personal intervention on their behalf. God Himself, would come to the rescue of his people. 

The Lord’s promises to Israel were not simply limited to their deliverance from Egypt. 
He also made them some great promises regarding their future. There were seven wonderful “I 
will” promises by the Lord to emphasise the great things the Lord would do for Israel: 

 
(1) I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians 

(2) I will rid you out of their bondage 

(3) I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments 

(4) I will take you to me for a people 

(5) I will be to you a God 

(6) I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob 

(7) I will give it you for an heritage 
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The reason the Lord gave as to why these promises could be trusted is “I am the LORD.” Man 
can promise many things but there is no guarantee that he can deliver on them. But this is not 
true with the Lord. When He promises it is not merely wishful thinking but a fixed fact.  
 
And Moses  spake so  unto  the  ch i ldren o f  I s rae l :  but  they  hearkened not  unto  Moses  for  anguish o f  sp i r i t ,  and 

for  c rue l  bondage .  (v9) 
 
After these uplifting statements from the Lord, Moses must have thought that the worst was 
over. But when he related these words from the Lord, the people still refused to listen. We are 
told the reason, “for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage.” Pharaoh’s promises were more powerful 
than Jehovah’s promises in their eyes. It is always true when we make our God too small, then, 
of course, the world seems too powerful for us. All too often our difficult circumstances prevent 
us from walking by faith in the Word of God. One commentator made a good application, 
 

Real, true, and mature faith is not dependent on circumstances. If God has promised to 
deliver, then He will deliver. If God has promised to work all things together for good, 
then He will work all things together for good. If He has promised to provide for all your 
needs, then He will provide for all your needs. No matter how bad the storm is raging 
around you. No matter how bad your state of mind is. No matter how impossible the 
situation seems. God has not changed. He has not broken His Word. 

 
We discover from passages like Ezekiel 20:5-9 that the Israelites were also worshipping 

the gods of the Egyptians at this time. This reveals why they were fully reluctant to trust the 
Lord alone. We find that so many of our problems are a consequence that we do not have a 
proper view of God and even have our hearts fixed on other idols that have captivated us. It is 
sad that when God issued forth seven wonderful  “I will” statements that Israel responded with 
“I won’t” in unbelief. 
 

And the  LORD spake unto  Moses ,  say ing ,  Go in ,  speak unto  Pharaoh king o f  Egypt ,  that  he  l e t  the  

ch i ldren o f  I s rae l  go  out  o f  h i s  land.  And Moses  spake be for e  the  LORD, say ing ,  Beho ld ,  the  ch i ldren o f  

I srae l  have  no t  hearkened unto  me;  how then sha l l  Pharaoh hear  me,  who am o f  unc i r cumcis ed  l ips?  And the  

LORD spake unto  Moses  and unto  Aaron,  and gave  them a charge  unto  the  ch i ldren o f  I srae l ,  and unto  

Pharaoh king o f  Egypt ,  to  br ing  the  ch i ldren o f  I s rae l  out  o f  the  land o f  Egypt .  (v10-13) 

 

This time the Lord chose not to explain what He was doing. He just sovereignly commanded 
Moses to get back to his post and obey God’s plan, “Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he 
let the children of Israel go out of his land.” Moses was not satisfied with this and argued, “Behold, the 
children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips?” 
In other words Moses was arguing that he had tried God’s way the first time and it had failed. 
Surely if Israel was not persuaded, how could he persuade the pagan Pharaoh? Moses had 
allowed the discouragement and unbelief of the Israelites to affect him. 

The problem with Moses was that he was too easily discouraged by a few setbacks. He 
also wasn’t willing to trust the Lord and walk by faith. By putting Moses through these difficult 
and discouraging tests, the Lord was building character in Moses to endure in trying times. 
Furthermore, if the Lord had allowed Moses to persuade Pharaoh the first time to let Israel go 
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then many of the people would have given credit to Moses’ persuasive diplomatic skills. God 
wanted to show that only God could bring about the deliverance.  
 

These  be  the  heads  o f  the i r  fa thers '  houses :  The sons  o f  Reuben the  f i r s tborn o f  I srae l ;  Hanoch ,  and Pal lu ,  

Hezron ,  and Carmi :  thes e  be  the  fami l i e s  o f  Reuben .  And the  sons  o f  S imeon ;  J emue l ,  and Jamin ,  and Ohad,  

and Jach in ,  and Zohar ,  and Shaul  the  son o f  a  Canaani t i sh  woman:  these  are  the  fami l i e s  o f  S imeon.  And 

these  are  the  names o f  the  sons  o f  Lev i  a c cord ing  to  the i r  g enera t ions ;  Gershon,  and Kohath ,  and Merar i :  and 

the  y ears  o f  the  l i f e  o f  Lev i  were  an hundred th i r ty  and seven years .  The sons  o f  Gershon;  Libni ,  and Shimi ,  

a c cord ing  to  the i r  fami l i e s .  And the  sons  o f  Kohath ;  Amram, and Izhar ,  and Hebron ,  and Uzzie l :  and the  

y ears  o f  the  l i f e  o f  Kohath were  an hundred th i r ty  and three  y ears .  And the  sons  o f  Merar i ;  Mahal i  and 

Mushi :  these  are  the  fami l i e s  o f  Lev i  a c cord ing  to  the i r  g enera t ions .  And Amram took h im Jochebed h i s  

fa ther ' s  s i s t e r  to  wi f e ;  and she  bare  h im Aaron and Moses :  and the  y ears  o f  the  l i f e  o f  Amram were  an 

hundred and th ir ty  and seven years .  And the  sons  o f  Izhar ;  Korah,  and Nepheg ,  and Zichr i .  And the  sons  o f  

Uzzie l ;  Mishae l ,  and Elzaphan,  and Zithr i .  And Aaron took h im Elisheba ,  daughter  o f  Amminadab,  s i s t e r  

o f  Naashon,  to  wi f e ;  and she  bare  h im Nadab,  and Abihu,  Eleazar ,  and I thamar .  And the  sons  o f  Korah;  

Ass ir ,  and Elkanah,  and Abiasaph:  thes e  are  the  fami l i e s  o f  the  Korhi t e s .  And Eleazar Aaron's  son took 

h im one  o f  the  daughter s  o f  Put i e l  to  wi f e ;  and she  bare  h im Phinehas :  these  are  the  heads  o f  the  fa thers  o f  

the  Lev i t e s  a c cord ing  to  the i r  fami l i e s .  These  are  that  Aaron and Moses ,  to  whom the  LORD said ,  Br ing  out  

the  ch i ldren o f  I srae l  f rom the  land o f  Egypt  ac cord ing  to  the i r  armies .  These  are  they  which  spake to  

Pharaoh king o f  Egypt ,  to  br ing  out  the  ch i ldren o f  I srae l  f rom Egypt :  these  are  that  Moses  and Aaron.  

(v14-27) 

 

This is like a parenthesis section where Moses takes time to explain his genealogical roots in 
Israel. A glorious history would come from this one family line. Some would be prophets, 
priests, poets, singers, and leaders of nations.  
 

And i t  came to  pass  on the  day when the  LORD spake unto  Moses  in  the  land o f  Egypt ,  That  the  LORD 

spake unto  Moses ,  say ing ,  I  am the  LORD: speak thou unto  Pharaoh king  o f  Egypt  a l l  that  I  say  unto  thee .  

(v28-29) 
 

The Lord’s answer to Moses was simple, “I am the LORD.”  Moses needed to be reminded who 
was really in charge. He must focus on God’s character rather than his perceived problems. 
Moses had focused too long on Pharaoh’s power and been discouraged, but now he must focus 
on the Lord. No more argument was needed. Moses’ role was to obey what God had instructed, 
“speak thou unto Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say unto thee.”  
 
And Moses  sa id  be fore  the  LORD, Beho ld ,  I  am o f  unc i r cumcis ed  l ips ,  and how sha l l  Pharaoh hearken unto  

me? (v30)  

 
Moses still stubbornly refused to accept the command given. He continued to argue, “Behold, I 
am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me?” Moses’ insecurities surfaced again 
when trying circumstances came. This was about the 5th time that Moses raised the question of 
his inadequacy. FB Meyer points out the struggles of Moses’ heart, 
 

Probably there is no pain more acute and crushing, with the exception perhaps of 
jealousy, which is more terrible to a sensitive spirit, than the sense of failure. In 
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proportion to the greatness of the ideal, and the precision of previous preparation, will 
be the poignancy of the regret, when the kite has failed to rise, and the arrow has become 
a spent force before it reached the mark. You shrink from speaking of your failure, you 
hide your chagrin from your closest friends, you affect an outward interest in the 
achievements of your rival, when your heart is being drained of lifeblood. You secretly 
vow that you will never make another effort; you wonder where you can hide; you are 
reminded of your failure in the expression of every face, in the considerateness of every 
voice, and in the kindness which invents apologies. 

 
It must have been hard for Moses to fully grasp how God would achieve all of this He 

had promised. However, his duty was to obey what God commanded even if he did not 
understand all of the details. Time would reveal that God would do exactly what He promised to 
do. In just a short time the Lord would remind them all, “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself” (Exod. 19:4). 

This reminds us that it is unwise to make rash conclusions about God’s promises. There 
will come unexpected seasons in our lives and we must hold fast by faith in His Person and 
promises. In our days of turmoil, it is always best to simply trust and obey His will, leaving the 
unknown consequences in His sovereign hand.  

There is not a single promise that the Lord has made that He has failed to bring to bring 
to pass. Outward circumstances are transient and can be deceiving. But when God purposes and 
promises to do a thing, it simply cannot be stopped by any power in the universe. Even the 
unbelief of Israel and Moses cannot stop God. He alone has the final say. That is why we should 
never say never to God! 

 
Deep in unfathomable mines   

Of never  fa i l ing ski l l   
He treasures up His br ight  des igns  

And works His sov’re ign wi l l .  
 

Ye f ear ful  saints ,  f resh courage take;   
The c louds ye  so much dread  

Are big with mercy and shal l  break  
In bless ings on your head.  

 
Judge not  the Lord by f eeble  sense ,   

But trust  Him for His grace ;   
Behind a frowning providence  

He hides a smil ing face .
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. How did God encourage Moses? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How did things get worse for Moses? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why is it foolish to judge the Lord’s goodness by external circumstances?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What have you learned from this chapter? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


