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 “The Deliverer Delivered” (Exodus 2:1-10) 

The life of Moses is one of the greatest studies in the Bible. He was a giant for the Lord in his 
generation. This man led Israel through one of its darkest days for 40 long years. He saw Israel 
delivered from the bondage of Egypt, the Red Sea parted, and the manna fall from heaven for 
four decades of miraculous provision. It was this man who was used to write the first five books 
of the Bible. At times he stood alone against the onslaught of evil depending on God’s power 
and presence to establish his leadership.  

Yet despite the greatness of Moses’ calling he was stated by the Lord to be “very meek, 
above all the men which were upon the face of the earth” (Num. 12:3). Stephen tells us he “was learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds” (Acts 7:22). God gave this glowing 
endorsement of him,  
 

My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I speak 
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the 
Lord shall he behold (Num. 12:7-8) 

 
Moses will emerge in the point of redemptive history when the lot of God’s people seemed 
hopeless. Israel was under the cruel bondage of the Hitler of that day. The shadow of cruelty and 
death hung over them every day. Moses’ birth will be one of the critical hinges of history that will 
launch a series of events that will change this world forever. 
 One of the most amazing things about this man is that he did not become effective for 
the Lord until he was 80 years of age. Moses’ life is easily divided into three sections. The first 
forty years he grew up a prince in Egypt, then the next he was sent to the backside of the desert 
to live in obscurity, and finally he spent the last four decades leading Israel out of Egypt and 
through the wilderness years. D. L. Moody summed up Moses’ life spiritually, 
 

Moses spent his first forty years thinking he was somebody. He spent his second forty 
years learning he was a nobody. He spent his third forty years discovering what God can 
do with a nobody. 

 
He is a man that reminds us that God does not always mould instant spiritual success stories. We 
all become impatient and frustrated with our spiritual characters and calling. Moses speaks to us 
that we need to let God mould and lead. 
 Moses’ life had many twists and turns. It was eventful from the beginning to the end. He 
would fall from the heights of glory in Egypt to the tedious life of a humble shepherd in 24 
hours. Then he would trade that in a single meeting with God at the burning bush to become the 
leader of a mighty nation that would profoundly impact the history of this world.  
 

And there  went  a  man o f  the  house  o f  Lev i ,  and took to  wi f e  a  daugh ter  o f  Lev i .  And the  woman conce iv ed ,  

and bare  a  son :  and when she  saw him that  he  was a  good ly  ch i ld ,  she  h id  h im three  months .  (v1 -2)  

 
This whole story begins in a simple Hebrew slave home. In the previous chapter we are told that 
Pharaoh ordered, “Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive” 
(Exod. 1:22). This sets the scene for the birth of a baby boy in the home of a godly Levite 
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couple, Amram and Jochebed (cf. Exod. 6:20). They would demonstrate that they feared God 
more than the Pharaohs of this world.  
 The Exodus account tells us about this child, “he was a goodly child” Acts also reveals he 
was “exceeding fair.” (Acts 7:22). The NT gives us a further insight into this incident, 
 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they 
saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. (Heb. 
11:23) 

 
Some believe that the physical form of this child merely impressed this couple. However, the 
Hebrews account makes clear they acted by faith when “they saw he was a proper child.” So Amram 
and Jochebed discerned something about the spiritual purpose God had for this particular boy. 
He may have been good looking but that is not an adequate explanation for the action, which his 
parents took. They truly believed that “children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is 
His reward” (Psa. 127:3). This faithful couple would bring up three children who would one day 
serve the Lord and His people. It was a most remarkable home.  

It would be no easy task to hide this little boy and defy the will of the tyrannical ruler of 
Egypt. In a situation like this, you never know whom you can trust. We can only but imagine the 
tension of that slave home. Every time an Egyptian passed by their home they must have 
inwardly trembled. But this couple was willing to risk everything to preserve the life of this little 
boy. They did this every day. Not once did they draw back from this purpose. Their faith rose 
above their fear. Amram and Jochebed trusted God’s character and commands even though they 
did understand the circumstances. The Lord rewarded their faith.   

Since the beginning of time God has given men critical choices that has had a profound 
effect on his life. The first man Adam made a wrong critical choice and brought devastating 
consequences. Life is about making choices. However we need to remember that every choice 
has a consequence. Christian maturity is consistently making right choices. Carnality is 
consistently making wrong ones. The choice of Moses’ parents to obey God by faith was not 
without difficulty but brought eternal blessings. Steve Cole notes, 

 
Their son grew up to be the greatest leader in Jewish history. He delivered the Jews from 
slavery. Under divine inspiration, he wrote the first five books of the Bible. The 
seemingly small choice to save this one little life had huge consequences for world 
history! We may never know what eternal blessings will flow from our choice to obey 
God by faith. But His blessings flow through such choices. 

 
And when she  cou ld  not  longer  h ide  h im,  she  took for  h im an ark o f  bu lrushes ,  and daubed i t  w i th  s l ime and 

wi th  p i t ch ,  and put  the  ch i ld  there in ;  and she  la id  i t  in  the  f lags  by  the  r iv er ' s  br ink.  And his  s i s t e r  s tood 

a far  o f f ,  to  wi t  what  would  be  done  to  h im. (v3 -4)  

 
There came a day when Jochebed realised that it was impossible to continue to hide Moses this 
way. She came up with a creative plan to hide him from discovery. I wonder if the story of Noah 
in the ark being kept safe there simply by the power of God inspired her to follow this plan? It 
must have been heartbreaking for her to hide her beloved son in this way. The older sister 
Miriam was enlisted in this plan to honour God in this action.  
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 We see in this incident the balance and tension between divine sovereignty and human 
responsibility. Trusting the Lord does not mean being presumptuous. Biblical faith does not 
mean taking reckless chances. Practical steps are not a denial of faith in God’s providence. Faith 
and careful planning go hand in hand. As Matthew Henry says, “Duty is ours, events are the 
Lord’s.” 

The Exodus account emphasizes the faith of the mother in seeking to save the life of 
Moses. But the Hebrews references make clear that Amram was also involved in this decision. 
The placing of the baby in the Nile took further faith. However, this couple could not have 
foreseen how God would honour their faith in the manner of preserving this boy. On this little 
ark hung the future hopes of the nation of Israel. God delights in using such things as a stone to 
kill a giant and a jawbone of an ass to defeat an army. Wiersbe marvelled, 

 
The phrase “as weak as a baby” doesn’t apply in the kingdom of God; for when the Lord 
wants to accomplish a mighty work, He often starts by sending a baby. This was true 
when He sent Isaac, Joseph, Samuel, John the Baptist, and especially Jesus. God can use 
the weakest things to defeat the mightiest enemies (1 Cor. 1:25-29). A baby’s tears were 
God’s first weapons in His war against Egypt. 

 
And the  daughter  o f  Pharaoh came down to  wash hers e l f  a t  the  r iv er ;  and her  maidens  walked a long by  the  

r iv er ' s  s ide ;  and when she  saw the  ark among the  f lags ,  she  s en t  her  maid to  f e t ch  i t .  And when she  had 

opened i t ,  she  saw the  ch i ld :  and,  beho ld ,  the  babe  wept .  And she  had compass ion on h im, and sa id ,  This  i s  

one  o f  the  Hebrews '  ch i ldren .  (v5-6)  

 

The last person we would expect to be the one who would save Moses from slaughter would be 
the daughter of Pharaoh. I am sure Miriam must have trembled when she saw her approaching 
where Moses was hidden. She must have thought that her baby brother would be thrown into 
the Nile with the other Hebrew male babies. But God’s ways are higher than our ways. This was 
no coincidence, but a divine appointment. 

This is one of the wonderful acts of God’s wise providence in Scripture. He will use the 
House of Pharaoh to save the instrument that eight decades later will overthrow them. God 
demonstrates also that He can use His people’s very enemies as a means of blessing to them. We 
must always keep in mind that God is working out a sovereign purpose in this period of Israelite 
history, “And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name 
may be declared throughout all the earth” (Exod. 9:16). 
 
Then sa id  h i s  s i s t e r  to  Pharaoh's  daughter ,  Shal l  I  go  and ca l l  to  thee  a  nurse  o f  the  Hebrew women,  that  she  

may nurse  the  ch i ld  fo r  thee?  And Pharaoh's  daughter  sa id  to  her ,  Go.  And the  maid went  and ca l l ed  the  

ch i ld ' s  mother .  (v7-8)  

 
Miriam showed herself to be a quick thinker as she made a wise suggestion. She was very careful 
in the words she used not to reveal her relationship. The emphasis was on the needs of the 
princess. To her delight, Pharaoh’s daughter agreed to the proposition. Providence was working 
to move the heart of the pagan princess.  
 

And Pharaoh's  daughter  sa id  unto  her ,  Take th i s  ch i ld  away ,  and nurse  i t  f o r  me ,  and I  wi l l  g iv e  thee  thy  

wages .  And the  woman took the  ch i ld ,  and nursed  i t .  (v9)  
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We can imagine the tension in the heart of Moses’ mother as she approached the royal 
entourage. We must marvel at the grace and wisdom of God in how He chose to honour the 
faith of this godly woman. She not only had the assurance that her son will be preserved under 
the authority of Pharaoh but she was even paid for the joy of bringing up her own son! Probably 
she was the only Hebrew slave to be paid for her labours. Only God could do something like 
this! The Scripture tells us, “When a man’s ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
with him” (Prov. 16:7). 
 
And the  ch i ld  gr ew,  and she  brought  h im unto  Pharaoh's  daughter ,  and he  be came her  son .  And she  ca l l ed  h i s  

name Moses :  and she  sa id ,  Because  I  drew h im out  o f  the  water .  (v10) 

 

The early years of a child are vital times to teach them the truths of God’s word. We are not told 
how long Jochebed had this little boy in her care. What we do know is that this woman of faith 
used this opportunity to witness to this boy the truth of the God of Israel. She poured enough 
truth into his early life that led him to reject the attractions of pagan Egypt. For we read that the 
faith of his parents became his faith,  
 

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. (Heb. 11:24-
26) 

 
God honoured their faith and rewarded their love. Moses never forgot those early lessons. He 
lived in Egypt but he never became an Egyptian! The example of Amram and Jochebed should 
encourage all Christian parents that they can still train up their children in the knowledge of God 
even in the darkest of days. One act of faith by godly parents changed the world. It can still do 
today. We must bring up our children by faith and trust God to bless their lives. Steve Cole 
observed, 
 

God often works through the faith of unknown parents or grandparents to raise up an 
unusually gifted leader to accomplish great things for God. Except for their well-known 
son, this couple would have lived in obscurity as lowly slaves. But God used their 
courageous faith in a mighty way. Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth, were childless, 
elderly, but faithful people. God used them to bear John the Baptist and to rear him to 
be bold in faith. Mary was an obscure Jewish girl who was willing to believe God’s word, 
even though it meant ridicule for her to conceive a son without a husband. God used her 
to bring forth the Saviour. 

 
Pharaoh had decreed that every male child be thrown into the river Nile. Now, he had a 

Hebrew boy growing up in his royal palace with the name meaning drawn up from the water. 
This providential intervention was not simply an act of preservation but also preparation for a 
future day when Moses would lead Israel from the courts of Pharaoh out of Egypt. Moses grew 
up in the wealthiest and most advanced civilization in that part of the world. He “was learned in all 
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the wisdom of the Egyptians” (Acts 7:22), which prepared him to be the great writer and teacher of 
the law. All of this preparation would make him the man God wanted him to be.  

As Moses recounted this story to Israel in the wilderness it would have been a great 
encouragement to them. It would prove that God was truly with them in the good times and the 
bad times in Egypt. Even in the darkest of days providence took the seed of the serpent and 
used her to preserve the life of the seed of the woman. For a member of Pharaoh’s family 
became the very instrument to save a Hebrew child who would later save God’s children from 
their bitter bondage.  

The very waters of the Nile that Pharaoh appointed to destroy the sons of Israel became 
the waters that preserved the life of Moses. The family of Pharaoh became the instrument that 
preserved and educated the life of the one who would be Israel’s deliverer. Once again we see 
the great truth of the wisdom of God’s sovereignty that, “Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee” 
(Psa. 76:10). Thus does God overrule the evil designs of wicked men. He is still doing it today. 
That is a fact that is worth learning and believing.  

It was hard for Moses’ parents to hide their son and it was probably even harder for 
them to hand him over finally to Pharaoh’s daughter. We can imagine their heavy hearts as they 
took that little boy from their slave home to the royal palace. There was no guarantee that they 
would ever see him again. But Jochebed and Amram learned what we all need to learn: we have a 
God who can be trusted. We may not always understand the circumstances but we can trust the 
God who controls the circumstances.  
 

Why should I f ee l  d iscouraged,  why should the shadows come,   
Why should my heart  be lone ly ,  and long for  heav’n and home,  

When Jesus i s  my port ion? My constant Friend is  He:  
His eye i s  on the sparrow, and I know He watches me;   
His eye i s  on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. What were some of the ups and downs of Moses’ life? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What examples of God’s providence do we find in this story? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How vital is the instruction children receive from parents in their younger years?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What have you learned from this chapter? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


