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 “Silence of God” (Exodus 1:1-22) 

The Book of Exodus is the next chapter of redemptive history. It is simply a continuation of the 
story of Genesis. These two books were intended by God to be understood in relation to each 
other. The Book of Genesis ends with the death of Joseph at 110 years of age. When he was 
Prime Minister of Egypt, Pharoah warmly welcomed the descendants of Jacob, 
 

And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee: 
The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father and brethren to 
dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity 
among them, then make them rulers over my cattle. (Genesis 47:5-6) 

 
But now Joseph was dead and a new leadership arose in Egypt. The days of peace and prosperity 
were drawing to a rapid close. A chilly wind blew over the land of Egypt. It was the beginning of 
the end of Israel’s sojourn in Egypt. Times and circumstances may rapidly change for God’s 
people. Only God knows what a day may bring forth. This period in Israel’s history is a very 
good example of this fact. 
 
Now these  are  the  names o f  the  ch i ldren o f  I srae l ,  whi ch  came in to  Egypt ;  every  man and h is  househo ld  came 

wi th  Jacob .  Reuben ,  S imeon,  Lev i ,  and Judah,  I s sachar ,  Zebulun,  and Ben jamin,  Dan,  and Naphta l i ,  Gad,  

and Asher .  And a l l  the  sou ls  that  came out  o f  the  lo ins  o f  Jacob were  s eventy  sou ls :  fo r  Joseph was in  Egypt  

a l r eady .  And Joseph d i ed ,  and a l l  h i s  bre thren ,  and a l l  that  g enera t ion .  And the  ch i ldren o f  I srae l  were  

f ru i t fu l ,  and incr eased  abundant ly ,  and mul t ip l i ed ,  and waxed exceed ing  mighty ;  and the  land was f i l l ed  wi th  

them. (v1-7)  

 
The descendants of Jacob were “seventy souls” that entered Egypt with the aged Patriarch. But 
now they had flourished, “and the land was filled with them.” By the time of the Exodus they were 
around 600,000 men above the age of twenty (cf. Exod. 12:37; 38:26). When the numbers of 
children and women are factored in then there may have been more than 2-3 million of them. 
This was not coincidental but was part of God’s sovereign plan. He had given coventantal 
promises that they would multiply greatly (cf. Gen. 12:1-3; 15:5; 17:2; 22:17). Indeed, He 
promised Jacob that his descendants would become “a great nation” there (Gen. 46:3). 
 The Lord had also promised Abraham that his descendants would abide in Egypt where 
they would be treated badly and that He would deliver them, 
 

And He said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land 
that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 
And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come 
out with great substance. (Gen. 15:13-14) 

 
This promise would be fulfilled in the book of Exodus. It demonstrates once again that the Lord 
can be trusted always to be faithful to all of His promises. The Pharaohs of this world come and 
go. They change their views of God’s people. But God alone never changes. This is a good 
reminder that we should never put our trust in men and circumstances because those things 
constantly change.  
 



 

  3 

Now there  arose  up a  new king over  Egypt ,  whi ch knew not  Joseph .  And he  sa id  unto  h i s  peop le ,  Beho ld ,  the  

peop le  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  I s rae l  are  more  and might i e r  than we :  Come on ,  l e t  us  dea l  wise ly  wi th  them; l e s t  

they  mul t ip ly ,  and i t  come to  pass ,  that ,  when there  fa l l e th  out  any war ,  they  jo in  a l so  unto  our  enemies ,  and 

f i gh t  aga ins t  us ,  and so  g e t  them up out  o f  the  land .  (v8-10) 
 
There were a number of dynasties that ruled Egypt during this period of its history. According to 
secular history the Pharaoh that reigned over Egypt during Joseph’s life was from a different 
dynasty from the Pharaoh of Exodus 1:8. Likely this new Pharaoh who headed this new dynasty 
was the one “which knew not Joseph.”  

This new king in Egypt was suspicious of the growing Israelite presence in his kingdom. 
He outlined his fear, “and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our 
enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land.” Although the Israelites had not caused 
any trouble for the ethnic Egyptian people their large presence was thought to be dangerous for 
national security. Pharaoh not only described his fears but set forth a number of methods to 
curb the growth and influence of the Israelites. 
 

There fore  they  d id  s e t  over  them taskmaster s  to  a f f l i c t  them wi th  the i r  burdens .  And they  bui l t  fo r  Pharaoh 

t r easure  c i t i e s ,  P i thom and Raamses .  But  the  more  they  a f f l i c t ed  them, the  more  they  mul t ip l i ed  and grew.  

And they  were  gr i eved  be cause  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  I s rae l .  And the  Egypt ians  made the  ch i ldren o f  I s rae l  to  

s e rve  wi th  r igour :  And they  made the i r  l i v e s  b i t t e r  wi th  hard bondage ,  in  morter ,  and in  br i ck ,  and in  a l l  

manner  o f  s e rv i c e  in  the  f i e ld :  a l l  the i r  s e rv i c e ,  where in  they  made them serve ,  was wi th  r i gour .  (v11-14) 

 
The first step of containment was to enslave the adults in “hard bondage.” This strategy was likely 
to work the people to the point of death and to control them by fear. It was a kind of pre-Nazi 
concentration camp environment. A side benefit of this strategy would be to strengthen the 
nation both economically and militarily, as this led to the erection of a number of treasure cities. 
Archaelogy reveals today the amazing power and glory of these monuments to the majesty of 
Egypt. The pyramids alone stand as a monument to human ingenuity.  

Although the enslavement increased the architectural prestige and wealth of Egypt it did 
not deal with the primary purpose of the enslavement in containing the growing numbers of 
Israelites. Indeed, it had the opposite effect, “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied 
and grew.” This irritated the Egyptians, “And they were grieved because of the children of Israel.” 
 
And the  king o f  Egypt  spake to  the  Hebrew midwives ,  o f  whi ch  the  name o f  the  one  was Shiphrah,  and the  

name o f  the  o ther  Puah:  And he  sa id ,  When ye  do  the  o f f i c e  o f  a  midwi f e  to  the  Hebrew women,  and se e  them 

upon the  s too l s ;  i f  i t  be  a  son ,  then ye  sha l l  k i l l  h im:  but  i f  i t  be  a  daughter ,  then she  sha l l  l i v e .  (v15-16) 
 

Plan A has not worked. So now comes plan B. The next step of containment was more 
sinister than the previous. When Pharaoh saw that the slavery did not reduce the swelling 
numbers of Israelites, he decided to directly cut down their birth rate. The midwives were 
instructed to murder every male child at birth. They were to be Egyptian abortionists. These 
women who had dedicated their lives to bringing life into the world were now being asked to 
dedicate their lives to ending life.  

The hand of the devil is not hard to detect in opposing the plan of God through Israel in 
this proposal of Pharoah’s, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning… “ (John 8:44). Eventually the males in Israel would be wiped out and 
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the females assimilated into the Egyptian race through marriage. This would dilute the number 
of potential soldiers to attack his kingdom from within. What Pharoah did not know was that 
these two midwives he selected to carry out his dastardly deeds were pro-life! 
 
But the  midwives  f eared  God,  and d id  not  as  the  king o f  Egypt  commanded them, but  saved the  men ch i ldren 

a l iv e .  And the  king  o f  Egypt  ca l l ed  for  the  midwives ,  and sa id  unto  them, Why have  y e  done  th i s  th ing ,  and 

have  saved  the  men ch i ldren a l iv e?  And the  midwives  sa id  unto  Pharaoh,  Because  the  Hebrew women are  not  

as  the  Egypt ian women;  fo r  they  are  l i v e ly ,  and are  de l iv er ed  er e  the  midwives  come in  unto  them. (v17-19) 

 

As believers we are called to submit cheerfully and willingly to delegated authorities that the Lord 
has placed over our lives. This includes parental authority (Eph. 6:1); spouse authority (cf. 1 
Peter 3:1-6); church authority (Heb. 13:7, 17); and state authority, 
 

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the 
king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of 
God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men (1 Peter 
2:13-15) 

  
You cannot be a spiritual person and disrespect the authority that God has placed over 

you. This is true whether it is the governing authorities, church authorities, or family authorities.  
 
LIMITATIONS OF AUTHORITY 
 
Our submission to delegated authorities such as the government is not a blanket submission. No 
human form of governance can command unqualified submission from us. The authority of 
human government is a delegated authority from the ultimate authority – GOD. It has no power 
outside of that authority. They are God’s servants and as such are subject to their Master’s 
authority. When an order or law of the human authority directly contradicts a revealed command 
of the ultimate authority then the Christian must always defer to the latter. Peter and John made 
this principle clear in Acts 5:29 when they said, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” These men 
knew the revealed will of God was for them to preach the gospel so they dare not refuse God’s 
direct order to accommodate the desires of mere men.  

Shiphrah and Puah were in a difficult position. Few people in Egypt dared to oppose the 
will of the mighty Pharaoh. Even fewer would have expected two simple midwives to do so. It 
would effectively be seen as a death sentence. These women told Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew 
women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them.” 
This may well have been the truth as providence could have assisted the Hebrew mothers. We 
must not assume that they told a lie, which would have been wrong.  

God laughed from the heavens at the might of the proud Pharaoh. A couple of simple 
midwives thwarted the great ruler of Egypt’s plans. They honoured God’s word over the word of 
Pharaoh even though they did not know what the consequences would be. The instrument that 
Pharoah thought would fulfil his plan became the very instrument to overturn his plan. Once 
again we are reminded that God’s purposes and plans are unassailable.  

The reason for the woman’s courage is revealed. It is because they feared God more than 
they feared man. They believed the truth of Matthew 10:28, “And fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” These 
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women were faced with difficult choices in life and the choices they made make them good role 
models to emulate. Deffinbaugh notes, 
 

Overshadowing the figure of the Pharaoh, the heroes of our chapter are Shiphrah and 
Puah. They feared God more than men. They applied that fear of God to the practical 
outworkings of their day-to-day lives. They lived their faith where God had put them. It 
was not such a dramatic thing to do (daring, but not dramatic), but it revealed a faith that 
would not disobey the living God. Would that there were more saints of this variety 
today—saints who would live out their faith in whatever arena God has placed them, a 
faith that if necessary will defy the highest power in the land. 

 
There fore  God dea l t  we l l  w i th  the  midwives :  and the  peop le  mul t ip l i ed ,  and waxed very  mighty .  And i t  came 

to  pass ,  be cause  the  midwives  f eared  God,  that  he  made them houses .  (v20-21) 

 
Again, the king’s opposition backfires, “and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.” This is the 
first recorded civil disobedience in Scripture. It must be noted that the Lord approved of this 
action. He protected and blessed them. God is no man or woman’s debtor, “for them that honour 
me I will honour” (1 Sam. 2:30). The Lord recorded the names of these courageous women for an 
example to believers throughout the centuries. He chose their faithfulness to be His instrument 
to save the lives of the Hebrew children. By contrast, it is interesting to note that the name of 
Pharaoh is not mentioned. We are told, “He made them houses” which seems to indicate that the 
Lord gave them children. It has been suggested by some commentators that often barren women 
were used as midwives so the Lord reversed their barreness here as a reward. God honoured the 
obedience of these women and He will honour your obedience today.  
 

And Pharaoh charged  a l l  h i s  peop l e ,  say ing ,  Every  son that  i s  born ye  sha l l  cas t  in to  the  r iv er ,  and every  

daughter  y e  sha l l  save  a l iv e .  (v22)  

 
The first two strategies of containment did not work for Pharoah. So he changed his plan and 
now commanded his own people to drown all the male babies. This would widen the group of 
people who could assist in his devilish campaign of infanticide. Doubtless Pharaoh knew he 
could tap into the insecurity and fears of his own people at the growing power of the Hebrews.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
There is no word about God’s interest or involvement in the descending darkness in this 
chapter. As time went on the bondage felt by Israel grew worse instead of better. It would seem 
that things could hardly get worse. Some of the Israelites may have been tempted to imagine that 
the Lord did not care about their circumstances and their future. Their lives were filled with 
bitter hardship and there was no leader or prophet to bring them God’s will in this situation. 
Nevertheless, God was there working silently in the shadows. He already had a plan to deliver 
His people. A boy would soon be born who would one day lead these enslaved people to 
freedom.  
 This may be a difficult period for you in life. You are in the crucible of suffering and the 
future appears bleak. In the darkness you may be tempted to think, Where is God? Remember, 
hard times do not erase God’s care or His promises. He never takes His eye off you for even a 
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heartbeat. This book of Exodus reveals to us once again that when God promises to do 
something, He never forgets to fulfil this. You may forget but He never does. Husdon Taylor 
once observed, 
 

I am no longer anxious about anything, as I realise that He is able to carry out His will 
for me. It does not matter where He places me, or how. That is for Him to consider, not 
me, for in the easiest positions He will give me grace, and in the most difficult ones His 
grace is sufficient. 

 
The Lord also had other purposes in permitting this period of terrible suffering for 

Israel: He was drawing a clear line of separation between God’s people and the Egyptians; He 
was preparing the way for His great power and glory to be seen in His destruction of Pharaoh 
and his gods (Pharaoh was considered one of the gods of Egypt himself); He was ensuring that 
the Israelites were ready to flee the comforts of Egypt and face the rigours of the wilderness 
years and the warfare to conquer Canaaan. In these hundreds of years of God’s silence as they 
abode in Egypt, the people of Israel had to simply live by faith and wait on the fulfilment of 
God’s promises.  

The great mistake Pharaoh made was that he did not simply take on a group of enslaved 
Israelites but the power of a sovereign God. He thought he was simply building his power base 
and furthering his own personal agenda. Pharaoh thought he could make the lives of God’s 
people hard but he only made his own heart harder to the mercy of God. In a short while he and 
the Egyptians would discover that, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 
10:31). They will learn that God’s purposes will rule and overrule whether they like it or not. The 
increasing opposition cannot stop God. When we fear God, we need fear no one else.  
 
 

And though this  world,  with devi l s  f i l l ed ,  should threaten to undo us ,   
We wi l l  not  f ear ,  for  God hath wi l l ed His truth to tr iumph through us :   

The Prince o f  Darkness gr im, we tremble not  for  him;  
His rage we can endure ,  for  lo ,  his  doom is  sure ,  

 One l i t t l e  word shal l  f e l l  him.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. Why did God permit Israel to suffer as slaves? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. When is disobedience to civil authority the right thing to do? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What theological doctrines do we see in this chapter?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What have you learned from this chapter? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


