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“Bad Company” (Genesis 34:1-31) 

Jacob had a large family to lead spiritually. Sadly, he was a poor husband and a poor father. Most 
of his children followed in his footsteps. It may well be that Jacob relaxed after the tense 
encounters with Laban and Esau. He saw this period in his life as one to pursue building his own 
wealth free from danger. The men of Shechem seemed welcoming. Ironically, his family was in 
greater danger spiritually than ever before.   

Jacob dwelt near the men of Shechem and started to do business with them (Gen. 33:18). 
This close proximity to the ungodly Canaanites would have profound consequences for his 
family. A seemingly small act of compromise would have devastating results. This incident at 
Shechem was a particularly sordid one. No one appears righteous or honourable in the story.  
 
And Dinah the  daughter  o f  Leah,  which  she  bare  unto  Jacob ,  went  out  to  s e e  the  daughter s  o f  the  land.  And 

when Shechem the  son o f  Hamor the  Hiv i t e ,  pr ince  o f  the  country ,  saw her ,  he  took her ,  and lay  wi th  her ,  and 

de f i l ed  her .  And his  sou l  c lave  unto  Dinah the  daughter  o f  Jacob ,  and he  loved  the  damse l ,  and spake kind ly  

unto  the  damse l .  (v1-3)  

 

The women of Shechem attracted Dinah. This attraction was not based on their spiritual 
qualities because they did not have any. Dinah was clearly attracted by their worldliness. She was 
not going to meet with them on an evangelistic mission! There was no hint of a warning from 
Jacob to his daughter about the dangers of association with such ungodly people. May be he was 
too busy making money to care. Leah’s family was never his priority.  

Jacob should have learned the lesson of his uncle Lot that close associations for his 
family with ungodly people were spiritually dangerous. The Bible warns, “Be not deceived: evil 
communications corrupt good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33) and “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes 
not be burned?” (Prov. 6:27). If godly people make close friendships with ungodly people then the 
godly will eventually be affected.  

One of the first signs of the destruction of a family is a loss of parental involvement and 
leadership in the home. William Gurnall once wrote, “Sins of commission are usual punishments 
for sins of omissions.” There are many Christian parents who are negligent in watching over 
their children’s conduct and companions. Casual parenting invariably leads to spiritual casualties. 
Steve Cole makes a pointed application, 

 
I’ve heard Christian parents say, “My kids are going to find out about the world sooner 
or later, so I’m not going to shelter them.” That’s tragic! I can hear Jacob and Leah 
saying the same thing as Dinah trotted off to Shechem. Read the Bible to your kids and 
they’ll find out all they need to know about sexual immorality, lust, greed, and every 
other sin. But they’ll learn about it in a context where the results of sin are clearly spelled 
out. 
 

 Dinah was probably a young girl and may have been somewhat naïve. Her life was 
probably sheltered and quite mundane growing up in Jacob’s tents. A trip to the cultured cities 
and surrounding areas would have been an exciting event. Clearly Jacob did not send anyone to 
adequately chaperone this young girl. The Jewish historian, Josephus, claims that Dinah was 
heading to one of the pagan festivals of Shechem, which may well have been true. Dinah was 
probably very attractive as she caught the eye of the most “eligible bachelor” there, whom the 
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country was named after. He had no moral scruples about taking what he desired. This man first 
seduced her and then raped her on a “date rape.” However, despite his uncontrolled lusts, 
Shechem did not reject her then as we are told, “he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel.” 
He seemed to have kept Dinah “living with him” (in v26 she is in his house) while he then 
sought permission to marry her.  

The “love” that Shechem had for Dinah is a warning to us that emotional feelings of 
romantic desire cannot be the final judge on whether a relationship is right.  There is a true 
biblical love between a man and a woman but also a perverted unbiblical form of love that is 
wrong.  In haste to have a romantic attachment, even believers forget this.  
 
And Shechem spake unto  h i s  fa ther  Hamor ,  say ing ,  Get  me th i s  damse l  to  wi f e .  And Jacob heard that  he  had 

de f i l ed  Dinah h is  daughter :  now his  sons  were  wi th  h i s  ca t t l e  in  the  f i e ld :  and Jacob he ld  h i s  peace  unt i l  they  

were  come.  And Hamor the  fa ther  o f  Shechem went  out  unto  Jacob to  commune wi th  h im. And the  sons  o f  

Jacob came out  o f  the  f i e ld  when they  heard i t :  and the  men were  gr i eved ,  and they  were  very  wro th ,  be cause  he  

had wrought  fo l l y  in  I srae l  in  ly ing  wi th  Jacob ' s  daughter :  which  th ing  ought  not  to  be  done .  (v4-7)  

 
Shechem then decided to act more honourably and seek a legitimate marriage with Dinah. His 
words typify the pagan child in demanding his own way, “Get me this damsel to wife.” Although 
Jacob had heard of the date rape of Dinah the text gives no indication that he was angry. He 
comes across as passive and even strangely indifferent, “and Jacob held his peace until they were come.” 
Likely his relationship with Dinah was not strong. His bonds with the offspring of Leah were 
never strong. Jacob’s passivity towards sin and his lack of spiritual leadership evidence that he 
was spiritually weak at this time. He did not stand up to defend his daughter or his God.  

By contrast, Jacob’s sons at least show some emotion at this terrible deed. Jacob’s 
seemingly callous indifference may have fueled their anger. Simeon and Levi were the sons of 
Leah so they may well have been particularly angered at the humiliation of their sister and their 
father’s perennial partiality towards Rachel and her offspring. They were right to be angry 
because of the sin but their motivation for their anger was wrong. They were not angry because 
such a sin had offended God but because the family reputation was stained, “Should he deal with 
our sister as with an harlot?” Time would prove that these sons were equally sexually immoral such 
as the conduct of Reuben and Judah. They were unconcerned about their own sins.  
 
And Hamor communed wi th  them, say ing ,  The sou l  o f  my son Shechem longe th  for  your  daughter :  I  pray  you 

g ive  her  h im to  wi f e .  And make ye  marr iages  wi th  us ,  and g ive  your  daughter s  unto  us ,  and take our  

daughter s  unto  you .  And ye  sha l l  dwe l l  w i th  us :  and the  land sha l l  be  be fore  you ;  dwe l l  and t rade  ye  there in ,  

and ge t  you posses s ions  there in .  And Shechem sa id  unto  her  fa ther  and unto  her  bre thren ,  Let  me f ind grace  

in  your  eye s ,  and what  y e  sha l l  say  unto  me I  wi l l  g iv e .  Ask me never  so  much dowry  and g i f t ,  and I  wi l l  g iv e  

a c cord ing  as  y e  sha l l  say  unto  me:  but  g iv e  me the  damse l  to  wi f e .  And the  sons  o f  Jacob answered  Shechem 

and Hamor h i s  fa ther  de c e i t fu l l y ,  and sa id ,  be cause  he  had de f i l ed  Dinah the i r  s i s t e r :  And they  sa id  unto  

them, We cannot  do  th i s  th ing ,  to  g iv e  our  s i s t e r  to  one  that  i s  unc i r cumcis ed ;  fo r  that  were  a  r eproach unto  

us :  But  in  th i s  wi l l  we  consent  unto  you :  I f  y e  wi l l  be  as  we be ,  that  every  male  o f  you be  c i r cumcis ed ;  Then 

wi l l  we  g ive  our  daughter s  unto  you ,  and we wi l l  take your  daughter s  to  us ,  and we wi l l  dwe l l  w i th  you ,  and 

we wi l l  be come one  peop le .  But  i f  y e  wi l l  no t  hearken unto  us ,  to  be  c i r cumcis ed ;  then wi l l  we  take our  

daughter ,  and we wi l l  be  gone .  (v8 -17) 
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Hamor and his son Shechem then enter direct negotiations with the family of Jacob. There is no 
excuse offered or repentance for the sin, as they do not recognise it as such. This demonstrated 
the low moral standards of the Canaanites and the need for a clear line of separation between 
them and Jacob’s family. Father and son indicate that they are willing to pay almost any price to 
please the spoilt playboy’s whims. Hamor makes a very dangerous proposition, “And make ye 
marriages with us, and give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you. And ye shall dwell with us: 
and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein.” 
 It was at this point we would have expected Jacob as the spiritual head of the home to 
speak up and lead his home. He had been warned by his father Isaac not to intermarry with the 
Canaanites (cf. Gen. 28:1) and he would have heard the lengths his grandfather Abraham went to 
obtain a non-Canaanite bride for his son. Yet, there appears to be little resistance from Jacob to 
the terrible proposition that the covenant family be assimilated in marriage with the pagan 
Canaanites. Jacob might have even reasoned that it would be good for business, as it would bring 
a measure of peace and prosperity being married into the most powerful family of the area. The 
pagan father, Hamor at least was a man of action who wanted what was best for his son. By 
contrast, the believing father, Jacob did not seem that bothered about the future of his daughter.  

Instead of leading his home, Jacob’s passively allowed his sons to take the lead. That 
abdication of responsibility would prove a great mistake. His passivity to act would leave the 
door open to others to take his place with less noble intentions. Jacob’s sons had no hesitation in 
negotiating with these Canaanite men for their own ends. They proved they were their father’s 
equals in the dark art of deception. They had learned well from him and their uncle Laban. They 
also had the revengeful spirit evident in the daughters of Laban and their uncle Esau.  
 There is a legitimate and righteous anger against sin patterned after God’s anger towards 
sin but there is also an unrighteous anger. The sons of Jacob had the latter. There was no 
defence for their murderous rage and actions. Although God would one day order the 
destruction of the Canaanites, that was His sovereign prerogative as the Judge of the earth. 
These sons of Jacob were not God. They had no right to take out their anger on people who had 
not had any part to play in the sin of Shechem.  
 In fact, this incident should have been a golden opportunity to witness to these 
Canaanites about the holiness of Jehovah and His hatred of sin. It might even have led to some 
of the Canaanites trusting in the Lord and embracing circumcision as the covenant sign of their 
inward faith.  

Jacob was not aware that his sons’ proposition to Hamor and Shechem is a deception. 
From his perspective he must have trusted that they were sincere in seeking to intermarry with 
these Canaanites people. Yet again he was silent and did not offer a word of correction or 
instruction. In some respects Jacob is even more culpable than his sons – at least they had no 
intention of ever marrying the Canaanites.  

It is notable that neither Jacob nor his sons sought the will of God in this matter. Indeed, 
the name of the Lord is absent from the whole chapter (although we can certainly be sure that 
God was sovereign in the matter and was working all events together for His own purposes). 
Jacob and his sons were simply living life according to their own wisdom.  
 
And the i r  words  p l eased  Hamor ,  and Shechem Hamor's  son .  And the  young man de f e r r ed  not  to  do  the  th ing ,  

be cause  he  had de l i gh t  in  Jacob 's  daughter :  and he  was more  honourab le  than a l l  the  house  o f  h i s  fa ther .  And 

Hamor and Shechem his  son came unto  the  ga te  o f  the i r  c i t y ,  and communed wi th  the  men o f  the i r  c i t y ,  

say ing ,  These  men are  peaceab le  wi th  us ;  ther e for e  l e t  them dwe l l  in  the  land ,  and t rade  there in ;  fo r  the  land ,  
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beho ld ,  i t  i s  large  enough f or  them; l e t  us  take the i r  daughter s  to  us  for  wives ,  and l e t  us  g iv e  them our  

daughter s .  Only  here in  wi l l  the  men consent  unto  us  for  to  dwe l l  w i th  us ,  to  be  one  peop le ,  i f  ev ery  male  

among us  be  c i r cumcis ed ,  as  they  are  c i r cumcis ed .  Shal l  no t  the i r  ca t t l e  and the i r  subs tance  and every  beas t  o f  

the i r s  be  ours?  on ly  l e t  us  consent  unto  them, and they  wi l l  dwe l l  w i th  us .  And unto  Hamor and unto  

Shechem his  son hearkened a l l  that  went  out  o f  the  ga te  o f  h i s  c i t y ;  and every  male  was c i r cumcis ed ,  a l l  that  

went  out  o f  the  ga te  o f  h i s  c i t y .  (v18-24) 

 

Hamor and Shechem accepted the words of the sons of Jacob in good faith. Doubtless, they 
were accomplished liars. However, Hamor and Shechem had still to persuade the men of the city 
to embrace the deal they had struck with Jacob’s family. They did not sell it on any spiritual or 
moral basis, as there was none. Instead they emphasised the financial benefits, “Shall not their cattle 
and their substance and every beast of theirs be ours?” Clearly, Jacob was known for his great wealth and 
intermarrying into such a people made great financial sense. They promised for a short-term pain 
they would reap a long-term gain! The love of money is the root of so much evil. Hamor and 
Shechem argue that these men are “peaceable with us.” They would discover too late that these 
men were anything but peaceable. Drawn in by the enticement of material gain, these men 
submitted to be circumcised.  

 

And i t  came to  pass  on the  th i rd  day ,  when they  were  sore ,  that  two o f  the  sons  o f  Jacob ,  S imeon and Lev i ,  

Dinah's  bre thren ,  took each man his  sword ,  and came upon the  c i t y  bo ld ly ,  and s l ew a l l  the  males .  And they  

s l ew Hamor and Shechem his  son wi th  the  edge  o f  the  sword ,  and took Dinah out  o f  Shechem's  house ,  and 

went  out .  The sons  o f  Jacob came upon the  s la in ,  and spo i l ed  the  c i t y ,  be cause  they  had de f i l ed  the i r  s i s t e r .  

They  took the i r  sheep ,  and the i r  oxen ,  and the i r  asse s ,  and that  whi ch was in  the  c i t y ,  and that  whi ch was in  

the  f i e ld ,  And a l l  the i r  wea l th ,  and a l l  the i r  l i t t l e  ones ,  and the i r  wives  took they  capt iv e ,  and spo i l ed  even  

a l l  that  was in  the  house .  (v25-29) 

 

It was on the third day that the two sons of Jacob led the genocidal plot. They knew that the 
men of the city would be physically weakened at this moment because of the effects of the 
recent circumcision rite.  These sons took this opportunity to take a terrible revenge on the men 
of the city. They not only massacred the men but they raped the city by taking everything in it for 
themselves.  
 

And Jacob sa id  to  Simeon and Lev i ,  Ye have  t roub led  me to  make me to  s t ink among the  inhabi tants  o f  the  

land ,  among the  Canaani t e s  and the  Per izzi t e s :  and I  be ing  f ew in  number ,  they  sha l l  ga ther  themse lve s  

toge ther  aga ins t  me ,  and s lay  me;  and I  sha l l  be  des t royed ,  I  and my house .  And they  sa id ,  Should  he  dea l  

wi th  our  s i s t e r  as  wi th  an har lo t?  (v30-31) 

 

The chapter ends with a confrontation between Jacob and Simon and Levi. At last Jacob broke 
his silence. His anger was primarily directed against them because of self-interest, “they shall gather 
themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house.” Jacob appeared to be 
more concerned about this loss of his reputation and earning power (note the emphasis on “me” 
and “I” in this verse 30). There is still no hint that Jacob was angry with Shechem for his rape of 
Dinah. Jacob never once rebuked any of those in this narrative for offending the Lord by their 
sin. Decades later on his deathbed he would utter a prophetic judgment on Simeon and Levi for 
their unrestrained and unjustified violence (cf. Gen. 49:5-7). 



 

  6 

 There was no hint of remorse or repentance for their violent actions from Simeon and 
Levi. They had no respect for the correction of their weak and partial father. They justified 
themselves by arguing, “Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot?” From their perspective, their 
family name had been dishonoured so they were entitled to do what they liked to avenge this 
slur.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Genesis 34 is one of the most disturbing chapters in all of the Bible. There are many lessons we 
must learn from this sad story. It certainly instructs that we need to be very careful how close we 
allow relationships to develop with the world and our families. We live in a dangerous 
environment. The world is not a conducive place for spiritual growth. This story also teaches us 
that passivity comes with a price. Parents must be proactive in the lives of their children. If Jacob 
and his family had been in Hebron with other believers like Isaac instead of interacting with the 
ungodly youths of Canaan then this tragedy would have been averted.  

Instead of actively bringing up his children  “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 
6:4) Jacob was busy advancing his own self-interests. Even at the end of this terrible incident he 
still did not correct his sons biblically. He will reap a terrible harvest in the future for his wrong 
parenting. Jacob must bear a large responsibility for the tragedy that befell his family. Barnhouse 
is pointed in his observations, 

 
Jacob! You brought that trouble on yourself. You passed your own deceitful nature into 
your boys. You set them a constant example of guile. They heard you lie to Esau at 
Peniel and start northwest after he went southeast. They saw your interest in the fat 
pastures when you pitched your tent in Shechem. You said nothing when Dinah was 
violated . . . Talk to God about your own sin before talking to these boys about theirs. 
 

 It is obvious that the Lord was sovereignly working in this incident to prevent the 
intermarrying of the family of Jacob with the Canaanites. Furthermore, this clash would drive 
Jacob’s family away from settling down near the Canaanite city and back into a more wandering 
pilgrim life. That did not excuse the sins of deception, vengeance, and murder perpetrated by the 
sons of Jacob. But God was working through their sinful motives and methods for His ultimate 
purpose.  

 
I have long withstood His grace ,   
Long provoked Him to His face ,  

 Would not  hearken to His cal l s ,   
Grieved Him by a thousand fa l l s .  

 
 



 

  7 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. How difficult is it to balance the need for being a good testimony with unsaved people and 

not being too close to them that we become affected by them? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How active should parents be in their children’s lives? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What mistakes did Jacob make in this chapter?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 


