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“THE UNEXPECTED PATRIARCH ” – A Study of the Life of Jacob 

“The Deceiver Deceived” (Genesis 29:1-35) 

Jacob has now moved to another significant stage in his life. The Lord will use these years to 
mould him to be the man God wants him to be. God is not in a hurry to do this, as His 
timetable is different from ours.  Generally, godly character is not developed in the good times 
of life, but more often in the bad. Paul tells us “we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope” (Rom. 5:3-4).  

As part of this moulding, the Lord will allow Jacob to reap some of the bitter harvest that 
he sowed in his life of deception in Canaan. If God did not do that, Jacob would take sin lightly. 
He will get an insight into the pain he inflicted so ruthlessly on others. God is bringing Jacob 
into the school of hard knocks so that he will learn, “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of 
transgressors is hard” (Prov. 13:15). He will not graduate from it for at least twenty years. The fact 
that the Lord is with us and is keeping us does not necessarily mean that all will be well with us 
in our outward circumstances.  

Jacob may have planned to stay in Haran for a few months but the sojourn there will last 
20 long years. Many of those years will be difficult, as he has to deal with multiple deceptions 
perpetrated on him and multiple family divisions. He will serve Laban for 14 years for no wages, 
save for lodgings and two wives. One of these wives he was not interested in marrying. The 
irony here is that although Esau will one day be subservient to Jacob, Esau will not serve Jacob 
until Jacob has endured servitude. This will be the start of a long life of discipline for Jacob.  
 
Then Jacob went  on h i s  journey ,  and came in to  the  land o f  the  peop le  o f  the  eas t .  And he  looked ,  and beho ld  

a  we l l  in  the  f i e ld ,  and,  lo ,  there  were  three  f lo cks o f  sheep  ly ing  by  i t ;  fo r  out  o f  that  we l l  they  watered  the  

f lo cks :  and a  gr ea t  s tone  was upon the  we l l ' s  mouth .  And th i ther  were  a l l  the  f lo cks ga thered :  and they  ro l l ed  

the  s tone  f rom the  we l l ' s  mouth ,  and water ed  the  sheep ,  and put  the  s tone  aga in upon the  we l l ' s  mouth in  h i s  

p lace .  And Jacob sa id  unto  them, My bre thren ,  whence  be  y e?  And they  sa id ,  Of Haran are  we .  And he  sa id  

unto  them, Know ye  Laban the  son o f  Nahor? And they  sa id ,  We know him. And he  sa id  unto  them, Is  he  

we l l?  And they  sa id ,  He i s  we l l :  and ,  beho ld ,  Rache l  h i s  daughter  cometh wi th  the  sheep .  And he  sa id ,  Lo,  i t  

i s  y e t  h igh  day ,  ne i ther  i s  i t  t ime that  the  ca t t l e  shou ld  be  ga thered  toge ther :  water  y e  the  sheep ,  and go  and 

f e ed  them. And they  sa id ,  We cannot ,  unt i l  a l l  the  f lo cks be  ga thered  toge ther ,  and t i l l  they  ro l l  the  s tone  

f rom the  we l l ' s  mouth ;  then we water  the  sheep .  (v1-8)  

 

We are not told anything of the 400 mile journey between Bethel and Haran. It would have been 
a happier Jacob than when he left home, as he now knew of God’s interest and promised care 
for him. Eventually Jacob arrived at Haran and came to a well. This may even have been the well 
that his mother first met the servant of Abraham in Genesis 24.  

Jacob has never been there before or met any of his relatives. He asks at the well for any 
news of his extended family. Providence is again working here for Jacob as the men not only 
know Laban but they inform him that his daughter Rachel is coming near to the well soon. This 
must have been a great relief to Jacob as he is penniless, homeless, and alone. The world may call 
this a “fortunate coincidence” but there are no such things in the life of a believer.  

Unlike Abraham’s servant we do not read of Jacob praying for guidance, but God had 
promised to be with him and keep him (28:15). The Lord is faithful even when we are not. God’s 
providence is undeserved in Jacob’s life. However, it is just as real with Jacob as it was with 
Abraham’s servant. We get a clear indication that the Lord was watching and directing these 
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events in v31 as we read “when the Lord saw....” Although He is not explictly mentioned in v1-30, 
the silent working of providence was shaping the events for God’s ultimate purposes.  
 

And whi l e  he  y e t  spake wi th  them, Rache l  came wi th  her  fa ther ’ s  sheep ;  fo r  she  kept  them.  And i t  came to  

pass ,  when Jacob saw Rache l  the  daughter  o f  Laban his  mother ’ s  bro ther ,  and the  sheep  o f  Laban his  

mother ' s  bro ther ,  that  Jacob went  near ,  and ro l l ed  the  s tone  f rom the  we l l ’ s  mouth ,  and water ed  the  f lo ck o f  

Laban h is  mother ' s  bro ther .  And Jacob kiss ed  Rache l ,  and l i f t ed  up h i s  vo i c e ,  and wept .  And Jacob to ld  

Rache l  that  he  was her  fa ther ' s  bro ther ,  and that  he  was Rebekah’s  son :  and she  ran and to ld  her  fa ther .  

And i t  came to  pass ,  when Laban heard the  t id ings  o f  Jacob h i s  s i s t e r ’ s  son ,  that  he  ran to  mee t  h im,  and 

embraced  h im, and kiss ed  h im, and brought  h im to  h i s  house .  And he  to ld  Laban a l l  these  th ings .  And 

Laban sa id  to  h im,  Sure ly  thou ar t  my bone  and my f l e sh .  And he  abode  wi th  h im the  space  o f  a  month .  (v9 -

14) 

 
When Jacob meets Rachel, his heart is full of emotion. This may have been the release of days of 
confusion and anxiety as he made his way to Haran. Again we must contrast his reaction with 
Abraham’s servant in Genesis 24 who took time to bless the Lord for his guidance. Jacob still 
responds poorly to God’s grace. Even when Laban greets him and offers him hospitality, there is 
no worship of the Lord.  
 It seems as if Jacob has landed on his feet again. Rebekah’s plan seemed to be working. 
He is safe and welcomed in Haran. It seems that Jacob has already conceived the idea to marry 
the beautiful Rachel. Laban appeared to be the perfect uncle. However, although Laban 
embraces Jacob and affirms, “Surely thou art my bone and my flesh” this does not mean that struggles 
are over for the fugitive patriarch. In fact, God will now use the arch trickster Laban to teach 
Jacob the consequences of his deceptive ways. Jacob has more than met his match in his uncle.  
He will learn this the hard way.  
 

And Laban sa id  unto  Jacob ,  Because  thou ar t  my bro ther ,  shou ldes t  thou there for e  s e rve  me for  nought?  t e l l  

me ,  what  sha l l  thy  wages  be?  And Laban had two daughter s :  the  name o f  the  e lder  was Leah,  and the  name 

o f  the  younger  was Rache l .  Leah was t ender  ey ed ;  but  Rache l  was beaut i fu l  and we l l  favoured .  And Jacob 

loved  Rache l ;  and sa id ,  I  wi l l  s e rve  thee  s even years  for  Rache l  thy  younger  daughter .  And Laban sa id ,  I t  i s  

be t t e r  that  I  g iv e  her  to  thee ,  than that  I  shou ld  g ive  her  to  another  man:  ab ide  wi th  me.  (v15 -19) 

 
Things seem to be getting better for Jacob as within a month uncle Laban makes a seemingly 
generous offer, “Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall 
thy wages be?” However, Jacob does not realise that he is falling into a web of deceit. Previously in 
Canaan he was the son of a wealthy farmer with servants to serve him. Now, he will be serving 
his uncle. Laban will be in the driving seat.  

Jacob is ready with an answer, “I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter.” He 
had clearly fallen for the beautiful Rachel. As he had no dowry to offer for Rachel, Jacob offers 
his service in lieu. It is notable again that Jacob never sought God’s guidance in this matter but 
trusted the wisdom of Jacob.  

Laban affirmed the terms as acceptable, “It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give 
her to another man: abide with me.” This businesslike arrangement must have delighted the lovestruck 
Jacob. Everything his mother had schemed in sending him away was falling into place. But this 
will be the beginning of sorrows for Jacob in his relationship with the unscrupulous Laban. He 
forgot to read the small print hidden in Laban’s contracts! Laban did not enlighten him as to the 
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clause that said the elder sister must be married before the younger one. Those who choose to 
live by the sword must die by it! 
 
And Jacob s erved  s even years  fo r  Rache l ;  and they  s e emed unto  h im but  a  f ew days ,  fo r  the  love  he  had to  her .  

And Jacob sa id  unto  Laban,  Give  me my wi f e ,  f o r  my days  are  fu l f i l l ed ,  that  I  may go  in  unto  her .  And 

Laban gathered  toge ther  a l l  the  men o f  the  p lace ,  and made a  f eas t .  And i t  came to  pass  in  the  even ing ,  that  

he  took Leah h is  daughter ,  and brought  her  to  h im; and he  went  in  unto  her .  And Laban gave  unto  h i s  

daughter  Leah Zi lpah h is  maid for  an handmaid .  And i t  came to  pass ,  that  in  the  morning ,  beho ld ,  i t  was 

Leah:  and he  sa id  to  Laban,  What i s  th i s  thou has t  done  unto  me? d id  not  I  s e rve  wi th  thee  fo r  Rache l?  

where for e  then has t  thou begu i l ed  me? (v20-25) 

 

The Bible sums up the next seven years in a wonderful phrase, “and they seemed unto him but a few 
days, for the love he had to her.” Jacob worked 2,555 days for his bride. He shows a degree of 
maturity and patience in faithfully fulfilling his duties. We forget that Jacob was 84 years old 
when he married Rachel yet he was behaving like a lovestruck teenager. The clear love that Jacob 
had for Rachel puts the deception of Laban in a worse light. There is no indication that Jacob 
had dishonoured his side of the deal in anyway. Laban deceived his nephew and his daughter 
from the happiness that he had promised them for seven years. Indeed, Jacob had to remind 
Laban, “Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled.” Likely Laban had kept quiet hoping to get a few 
more days of labour out from Jacob.  

After the wedding feast is over and doubtless much food, drinking and dancing, Jacob’s 
veiled bride is led into his marital bed in the late evening.  Jacob is unable to discern that he has 
been tricked until the next day. To his horror and embarrassment, he wakes up and discovers 
that he has been married off to Leah. He storms out of the “honeymoon suite” and hotly objects 
to his father in law, “wherefore then hast thou beguiled me?”  

That question should have led Jacob to reflect on his own unworthy past. He has had to 
swallow a large dose of his own medicine! The deceiver has been deceived! God has allowed him 
to reap some of the bitter fruits of his previous duplicity. He’s not on top anymore as Laban has 
proved himself as the master schemer. That does not excuse Laban’s sin or Leah’s complicity in 
it but we must see God’s chastisement of Jacob the formerly great deceiver. The parallels are too 
many to be dismissed as coincidental. Steve Cole observes,  
 

So the deceiver is deceived! He’s met his match in Laban. There are obvious parallels 
between Jacob’s deception of Isaac and Laban’s deception of Jacob. Jacob deceived his 
blind father; he gets deceived in the dark. He deceived his father; he is deceived by his 
bride’s father. He cheated his brother out of the rights of the firstborn; he gets cheated 
because of the rights of the firstborn to be married first. 

 
Clearly there is some degree of complicity by Leah in this arrangement, as she has not 

warned Jacob. She must have been cognisant of the fact that his heart was struck on marrying 
Rachel. Her deception will cause bitterness and permanent estrangement in her marriage. Laban 
also will not prosper from this deception. He sowed seeds of division in his home, which will 
eventually cost him the joy of seeing his grandchildren grow up. His estranged daughters will 
publicly deceive him (cf. Gen. 31:15). They followed in his footsteps.  
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And Laban sa id ,  I t  must  not  be  so  done  in  our  country ,  to  g iv e  the  younger  be fore  the  f i r s tborn .  Ful f i l  her  

week,  and we wi l l  g iv e  thee  th i s  a l so  for  the  s erv i c e  whi ch thou sha l t  s e rve  wi th  me ye t  s even o ther  y ear s .  And 

Jacob d id  so ,  and fu l f i l l ed  her  week:  and he  gave  h im Rache l  h i s  daughter  to  wi f e  a l so .  And Laban gave  to  

Rache l  h i s  daughter  Bi lhah h i s  handmaid to  be  her  maid .  And he  went  in  a l so  unto  Rache l ,  and he  loved  a l so  

Rache l  more  than Leah,  and served  wi th  h im ye t  s even o ther  y ears .  (v26-30) 

 

Laban does not seem perturbed at Jacob’s indignation but now reveals the small print in the 
original contract. He promises Rachel on the basis of another seven years of service. The fact 
that Laban was willing to do this is indicative that he did not care about the welfare of his two 
daughters and their respective happiness. He just wanted to get another seven years of free 
labour. From his perspective, he has extracted a premium price for both his daughters. Laban 
only lives for Laban.  

At this point Jacob should have paused to seek God’s guidance on this situation. He 
should have been aware of the dangers of polygamy from the example of Abraham and Esau. 
But he immediately accepts the terms and takes Rachel as his second wife. We discover later on 
that he also takes his wives’ two handmaids to produce children through.  

The poygamous marriage sowed the inevitable seeds of partiality and division, “and he 
loved also Rachel more than Leah.” One was unloved and the other was loved. There is no indication 
that Jacob was attracted to Rachel because of her spiritual qualities. It was her looks that he was 
drawn towards. In fairness to Jacob his deep love for her was enduring. Half a century after her 
death, he still mourned for her. Leah seems to have more regard for Jehovah than her younger 
sister. If Jacob had married only Leah it may have been a much more spiritual and happy home.  
 

And when the  LORD saw that  Leah was hated ,  he  opened her  womb: but  Rache l  was barren .  And Leah 

conce iv ed ,  and bare  a  son ,  and she  ca l l ed  h i s  name Reuben :  for  she  sa id ,  Sure ly  the  LORD hath looked upon 

my a f f l i c t ion ;  now there for e  my husband wi l l  love  me .  And she  conce iv ed  aga in ,  and bare  a  son ;  and sa id ,  

Because  the  LORD hath heard I  was hated ,  he  hath there for e  g iv en  me th i s  son a l so :  and she  ca l l ed  h i s  name 

Simeon.  And she  conce iv ed  aga in ,  and bare  a  son ;  and sa id ,  Now th i s  t ime wi l l  my husband be  jo ined  unto  

me,  be cause  I  have  born h im three  sons :  there for e  was h i s  name ca l l ed  Lev i .  And she  conce iv ed  aga in ,  and 

bare  a  son :  and she  sa id ,  Now wi l l  I  pra i s e  the  LORD: there for e  she  ca l l ed  h i s  name Judah;  and l e f t  bear ing .  

(v31-35) 

 

This is a very unhappy and tense home. This is the bitter fruit of polgamy. The Lord proves here 
that He is interested in our family relationships. It does not please Him when there are divisions. 
He is willing and able to directly intervene. As a consequence the Lord grants Leah a son but He 
does not permit Rachel to have any children. Rachel’s barrenness drove Jacob to Leah’s tent. 
Leah recognises the presence and power of Jehovah in the birth of her firstborn and attests, 
“Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me.” She knew that it 
was more than mere biology that rsulted in this birth. Leah hoped for a small portion of Jacob’s 
affections to be directed to her because of the son and heir she bore him.  

This does not seem to work, as the names of her next two sons are suggestive that Jacob 
is still estranged. However, Leah does not give up on God even if her husband appears to have 
given up on her. Her fourth son she names “Judah” as she says, “Now will I praise the LORD.” It 
is interesting that she appears to accept that the love of God is worthy of praise rather than the 
love of her husband. In the naming of her previous sons foremost in her thoughts was the effect 
they would have on Jacob. But now foremost in her thoughts is to love and praise the Lord. 
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Leah honoured the Lord but the greatest honour will be her own, as from Judah will spring the 
Messiah and from Levi will spring the priesthood.  

God sovereignly directed Jacob’s path to Haran. It was there that the Lord kept His 
promise to preserve him in the good times and in the bad. He came with nothing but he will 
leave twenty years later with a large family, many servants, and much possessions. However, it 
was also at Haran that through instruments like the heartless Laban that Jacob is shown the folly 
of sin and moulded by God into a patriarch. This is an example of God’s tough love and His 
chastening mercy.  Although Jacob had been changed at Bethel, the old Jacob was still very 
much in evidence in much of his thinking. That needed to change. 

The Lord may take each of us to Haran for a time in our lives to prune away our self-
confidence and replace it with God-confidence. The Lord will do whatever it takes to shape us 
into the man or woman He wants us to be. No one is allowed to bypass Haran in the pilgrimage 
of life. The Lord sends you to Haran not because He hates you but because He loves you. 
Whatever it is that God wants to do in your life, let Him do His perfect work. Out of the 
crucible of suffering and affliction, you will emerge a more fit vessel for the Master’s use, “Now 
no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). 

 
Have Thine own way,  Lord,  

Have Thine own way;  
Thou art  the Potter ,  

I  am the c lay .  
Mould me and make me 

After  Thy wi l l ,  
While  I  am wait ing,  

Yie lded and st i l l .  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. When God forgives our sins does that mean there will be no consequences for them? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Is polygamy acceptable in the Old Testament? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How should we react to the “Labans” in our life?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


