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 “Consequences of Carnal Choices” (Genesis 27:1-45; Hebrews 11:20) 

The partiality of the parents towards their sons now begins to produce bitter fruit within this 
family. Each of the parents is trying to advance his or her favourite. The ramification of these 
tensions will permanently divide this dysfunctional home forever. The breach will never truly be 
healed. There are no heroes in this story. All come across as self-centred and dishonourable. The 
exaltation of self is at the root of family conflicts. Sir Walter Scott famously quipped, “Oh, what 
a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to deceive.” The web of deceit entangled this 
whole family. It is hard to know who was the most effective at it. 
 
And i t  came to  pass ,  that  when Isaac  was o ld ,  and h is  ey e s  were  d im,  so  that  he  cou ld  not  s e e ,  he  ca l l ed  Esau 

h is  e ldes t  son ,  and sa id  unto  h im, My son :  and he  sa id  unto  h im, Beho ld ,  here  am I .  And he  sa id ,  Beho ld  

now,  I  am o ld ,  I  know not  the  day  o f  my death :  Now there for e  take ,  I  pray  thee ,  thy  weapons ,  thy  quiver  and 

thy  bow,  and go  out  to  the  f i e ld ,  and take me some ven i son ;  And make me savoury  meat ,  such as  I  love ,  and 

br ing  i t  to  me ,  that  I  may ea t ;  that  my sou l  may b l e s s  thee  be fore  I  d i e .  (v1 -4)  

 
This story has moved rapidly on in time. Jacob and Esau are now 77 years old and Isaac is 
around 137 years old. Age now begins to affect the sight of Isaac. His infirmities lead him to 
sense that the end could be near, “I am old, I know not the day of my death.” Ironically, he has 43 
more years to live. Before he dies, he desires to bless Esau with the birthright blessing, “that my 
soul may bless thee before I die.”  

Despite the fact that Isaac knew that Esau was walking in the way of the flesh by 
marrying two pagan wives and rejecting his birthright, he still decides to bestow the birthright 
blessing on him. His reason for doing this is not driven by any spiritual reason but fleshly, “make 
me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat.” Abraham prepared for death by 
finding a godly wife for his son, but Isaac is driven primarily by the desire for a hearty meal. He 
is ruled completely by his senses. We must note the parallel between Isaac and Esau. Both father 
and son were willing to sell off spiritual things for a meal – Esau for pottage and Isaac for 
venison. Instead of trying to reconcile the rifts in his family as he approached death, Isaac 
widened the divisions by his selfish instincts. He conspired with Esau behind his wife’s back to 
do this. Normally it seems this blessing is done publicly before all the family (cf. Gen. 49).  

It is probable that Isaac knew that Esau had sold the birthright to Jacob and he knew 
about God’s revelation of the future for Jacob to rule over Esau in Genesis 25:23. Perhaps he 
was angry with Jacob for his deception of Esau in obtaining the birthright. Even if he did not 
know he should have discerned that Esau was not a man after God’s own heart but a profane 
fornicator. Certainly, he was able to charge Jacob later not to marry a heathen Canaanite woman 
(cf. Gen. 28:1). It is also notable that Isaac does not seek God’s guidance in this matter. He 
decides to do what Isaac wants to do and to defy God’s will. This is clear from the blessing he 
later gives to Jacob, whom he thought was Esau. It is not a picture to admire. With the spiritual 
head of the home living like this, it is no wonder there are problems in this home. Steve Cole 
notes the consequences, 

 
But did Isaac get what he wanted? Instead of wild game, he got spiced up goat. Instead 
of blessing Esau, he put him under a curse, because he ordained that whoever cursed 
Jacob should be cursed, and Esau planned to kill Jacob. His family was riddled with 
rivalry and his sons were separated from him. He and his wife were at odds and didn’t 



 

  3 

trust each other. Isaac sought his own way, didn’t get what he wanted, and paid a high 
price. 

 
And Rebekah heard when Isaac  spake to  Esau h is  son .  And Esau went  to  the  f i e ld  to  hunt  for  v en i son ,  and 

to  br ing  i t .  And Rebekah spake unto  Jacob her  son ,  say ing ,  Beho ld ,  I  heard thy  fa ther  speak unto  Esau thy  

bro ther ,  say ing ,  Br ing  me ven i son ,  and make me savoury  meat ,  that  I  may ea t ,  and b l e s s  thee  be fore  the  

LORD be fore  my death .  Now there for e ,  my son ,  obey  my vo i c e  a c cord ing  to  that  whi ch I  command thee .  Go 

now to  the  f lo ck,  and f e t ch  me f rom thence  two good kids  o f  the  goats ;  and I  wi l l  make them savoury  meat  fo r  

thy  fa ther ,  such as  he  love th :  And thou sha l t  br ing  i t  to  thy  fa ther ,  that  he  may ea t ,  and that  he  may b l e s s  

thee  be for e  h i s  dea th .  And Jacob sa id  to  Rebekah h is  mother ,  Beho ld ,  Esau my bro ther  i s  a  ha iry  man,  and I  

am a smooth man:  My fa ther  peradventure  wi l l  f e e l  me ,  and I  sha l l  s e em to  h im as  a  dec e iv er ;  and I  sha l l  

br ing  a  curse  upon me,  and not  a  b l e s s ing .  And his  mother  sa id  unto  h im, Upon me be  thy  curse ,  my son :  

on ly  obey  my vo i c e ,  and go  f e t ch  me them. (v5-13) 

 

Esau was not the only one to hear this conversation. Rebekah overheard and a plan formed to 
deceive Isaac. The fact that she was able to compose such an elaborate ruse so quickly evidences 
that she was practiced at deception in the marriage. Her boldness, ambition, and resourcefulness 
suggest that she was a dominant character in the home. Perhaps, this was why the passive Isaac 
concocted his plan behind her back.  
 Jacob does not question the morality of the deceit but just the effectiveness of it. He 
cannot be excused because it is his mother’s idea as he was 77 years old at this time. If Jacob had 
trusted God he would have known that if God wanted him to have the blessing, then there was 
no way Isaac and Esau could have prevented him receiving it. By his deceit Jacob will be 
estranged from his brother, humiliate his father, become homeless and penniless, exiled from his 
adoring mother, and lived the next two decades as an indentured servant of his cunning uncle. 
He just had to wait on a sovereign God to accomplish His perfect will. This is a lesson that will 
take Jacob a lifetime to learn. Many believers never learn this truth.  

Resourceful and cunning Rebekah, seems to have an answer for every question and a 
solution for every problem. She is an accomplished liar and deceiver. To reassure the nervous 
Jacob she states, “Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them.” The 
consequences of her deceit will be painful as she will lose her favourite son into exile at Haran 
for 20 years and her relationship with Isaac must have been strained. Indeed, there is no record 
that she ever saw Jacob again. Her other estranged son moved to Edom. Rebekah’s plan went 
off without a hitch, but the results were the opposite of what she had hoped for. 

Although Rebekah and Jacob are aware that this blessing is “before the LORD” (v7) this 
does not concern them. It is sad that Rebekah, who had experienced God’s sovereign power in 
her marriage to Isaac, did not commit the matter to the Lord in prayer and trust Him to fulfill  
His promise in His time and way. Previously she had prayed to the Lord to instruct her when she 
was unsure (cf. Gen 25:22), but now she leaned on her own understanding. At the very least, 
Rebekah could have gone to Isaac to reason with him and plead for him to obey God’s revealed 
way. Her attitude and actions reveal she had no respect for her husband or God. To Rebekah, 
the end justified the means. But God does not need Jacob or Rebekah’s carnal help to 
accomplish His will. When we use the wisdom of this world we only mess things up.  

It is never right to do wrong in order even to accomplish a good end. We need to note 
that wrong methods do not become right just because they work. Situational ethics is not a 
biblical way to solve ethical dilemmas. There is always a way not to sin in every situation, “There 
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hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 
 

And he  went ,  and f e t ched ,  and brought  them to  h i s  mother :  and h is  mother  made savoury  meat ,  such as  h i s  

fa ther  loved .  And Rebekah took good ly  ra iment  o f  her  e ldes t  son Esau,  which  were  wi th  her  in  the  house ,  and 

put  them upon Jacob her  younger  son :  And she  put  the  skins  o f  the  kids  o f  the  goats  upon h is  hands ,  and 

upon the  smooth o f  h i s  ne ck:  And she  gave  the  savoury  meat  and the  bread ,  which  she  had prepared ,  in to  the  

hand o f  her  son Jacob .  And he  came unto  h i s  fa ther ,  and sa id ,  My fa ther :  and he  sa id ,  Here  am I ;  who ar t  

thou ,  my son? And Jacob sa id  unto  h i s  fa ther ,  I  am Esau thy  f i r s t  born ;  I  have  done  ac cord ing  as  thou bades t  

me :  ar i s e ,  I  pray  thee ,  s i t  and ea t  o f  my ven i son ,  that  thy  sou l  may b l e s s  me .  And Isaac  sa id  unto  h i s  son ,  

How is  i t  that  thou has t  found i t  so  qui ckly ,  my son? And he  sa id ,  Because  the  LORD thy God brought  i t  to  

me .  (v14-20) 

 
When Jacob returned, Rebekah had thought up of a way to hide his smooth skin using the hair 
of the goats. To aid the deception, she clothed Jacob in Esau’s clothes. Isaac may have been 
suspicious because he came back so quickly. He asks for identification and Jacob tells his first lie, 
“I am Esau thy first born” which is immediately followed by another, “I have done according as thou 
badest me.” His third lie was that he had brought “venison.” Isaac’s then queries why he was so 
quick and Jacob tells his fourth lie, “Because the LORD thy God brought it to me.” The web of deceit 
and lies is becoming increasingly complex as one lie leads to another. It is notable from Jacob’s 
answer that he does not fear using the name of Jehovah to aid his lie.  
 
And Isaac  sa id  unto  Jacob ,  Come near ,  I  pray  thee ,  that  I  may f e e l  thee ,  my son ,  whether  thou be  my very  son 

Esau or  not .  And Jacob went  near  unto  Isaac  h i s  fa ther ;  and he  f e l t  h im,  and sa id ,  The vo i c e  i s  Jacob ’s  vo i c e ,  

but  the  hands are  the  hands o f  Esau.  And he  d i s c e rned h im not ,  be cause  h i s  hands were  ha iry ,  as  h i s  bro ther  

Esau’s  hands :  so  he  b l e s s ed  h im. And he  sa id ,  Art  thou my very  son Esau? And he  sa id ,  I  am.  And he  sa id ,  

Br ing  i t  near  to  me ,  and I  wi l l  ea t  o f  my son ’s  v en ison ,  that  my sou l  may b l e s s  thee .  And he  brought  i t  near  

to  h im, and he  d id  ea t :  and he  brought  h im wine  and he  drank.  And his  fa ther  I saac  sa id  unto  h im,  Come 

near  now,  and kiss  me ,  my son .  And he  came near ,  and kiss ed  h im:  and he  sme l l ed  the  sme l l  o f  h i s  ra iment ,  

and b l e s s ed  h im, and sa id ,  See ,  the  smel l  o f  my son i s  as  the  smel l  o f  a  f i e ld  whi ch the  LORD hath b l e s s ed :  

There for e  God g ive  thee  o f  the  dew o f  heaven ,  and the  fa tness  o f  the  ear th ,  and p l en ty  o f  corn and wine :  Let  

peop le  s e rve  thee ,  and nat ions  bow down to  thee :  be  lo rd  over  thy  bre th ren ,  and l e t  thy  mother ' s  sons  bow 

down to  thee :  cursed  be  every  one  that  curse th  thee ,  and b l e s s ed  be  he  that  b l e s s e th  thee .  (v21 -29) 

 

Isaac is clearly not yet convinced that it is Jacob and calls him closer. Even after checking that 
the hands were hairy, there is some lingering suspicion as he notes, “The voice is Jacob’s voice.” So, 
he asks Jacob, “Art thou my very son Esau?” Jacob responds with another lie, “I am” and completes 
the deception by embracing his aged father. This final act overcame any final misgivings and 
Isaac proceeded to bless him. This is essentially the blessing revealed in the Abrahamic covenant, 
which included God’s provision and God’s protection. It should be noted that Isaac believed in 
the reality of the Abrahamic covenant blessings. His failure was that he thought he could 
manipulate God’s will to bequeath it to the profane Esau.  

It should also be observed that both men intended to deceive one another. Jacob 
obviously deceived his father. But Isaac intended to give Esau the blessing and deceive Jacob. 
Although both men were wrong in their deception, the Lord accomplished His perfect sovereign 
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will through it in blessing Jacob and his descendants. That does not excuse the sinful motives 
and deeds of father and son, but it reveals another dimension of God’s sovereignty. It is similar 
to the sovereign purpose of God in Joseph’s life that was accomplished through the actions of 
evil men, “ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good” (Gen. 50:20). 
  

And i t  came to  pass ,  as  soon as  Isaac  had made an end o f  b l e s s ing  Jacob ,  and Jacob was ye t  s car c e  gone  out  

f rom the  pres ence  o f  I saac  h i s  fa ther ,  that  Esau h is  bro ther  came in  f rom his  hunt ing . And he  a l so  had made 

savoury  meat ,  and brought  i t  unto  h i s  fa ther ,  and sa id  unto  h i s  fa ther ,  Let  my fa ther  ar i s e ,  and ea t  o f  h i s  

son 's  v en ison ,  that  thy  sou l  may b l e s s  me .  And Isaac  h i s  fa ther  sa id  unto  h im,  Who ar t  thou? And he  sa id ,  I  

am thy  son ,  thy  f i r s tborn Esau.  And Isaac  t r embled  very  exceed ing ly ,  and sa id ,  Who? where  i s  he  that  hath 

taken ven ison ,  and brought  i t  me ,  and I  have  ea t en  o f  a l l  be for e  thou cames t ,  and have  b l e s s ed  h im? yea ,  and 

he  sha l l  be  b l e s s ed .  And when Esau heard the  words  o f  h i s  fa ther ,  he  c r i ed  wi th  a  grea t  and exceed ing  b i t t e r  

c ry ,  and sa id  unto  h i s  fa ther ,  Bles s  me,  even me a l so ,  O my fa ther .  And he  sa id ,  Thy bro ther  came wi th  

subt i l t y ,  and hath taken away thy  b l e s s ing .  And he  sa id ,  I s  no t  he  r i gh t ly  named Jacob? for  he  hath 

supplanted  me these  two t imes :  he  took away my b ir thr ight ;  and ,  beho ld ,  now he  hath taken away my b l e s s ing .  

And he  sa id ,  Hast  thou not  r e s e rved  a  b l e s s ing  for  me?  And Isaac  answered  and sa id  unto  Esau,  Beho ld ,  I  

have  made h im thy  lord ,  and a l l  h i s  bre thren have  I  g iv en  to  h im for  s e rvants ;  and wi th  corn and wine  have  I  

sus ta ined h im: and what  shal l  I  do  now unto  thee ,  my son? And Esau sa id  unto  h i s  fa ther ,  Hast  thou but  

one  b l e s s ing ,  my fa ther?  b l e s s  me ,  even me a l so ,  O my fa ther .  And Esau l i f t ed  up h i s  vo i c e ,  and wept .  And 

Isaac  h i s  fa ther  answered  and sa id  unto  h im, Beho ld ,  thy  dwe l l ing  sha l l  be  the  fa tness  o f  the  ear th ,  and o f  the  

dew o f  heaven f rom above ;  And by thy  sword sha l t  thou l iv e ,  and sha l t  s e rve  thy  bro ther ;  and i t  sha l l  come to  

pass  when thou sha l t  have  the  dominion ,  that  thou sha l t  break his  yoke f rom o f f  thy  neck.  (v30 -40) 

 
Jacob was just in time to avoid Esau. However, the moment of truth arrived when Esau 
returned. The deception cannot last forever. To Isaac’s great horror, he realises that he has been 
deceived and that the deception is irreversible. However, he then attested, “yea, and he shall be 
blessed.” He trembled greatly because Isaac discerned the hand of God overruling his selfish and 
fleshly plan to bless Esau. It is at this point we see any faith in this whole incident. The writer to 
the Hebrews informs us, “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come” (Heb. 11:20). 
Isaac finally submitted his will to God’s perfect will. He now accepts the truth of the revealed 
prophecy to Rebekah in Genesis 25:23. In the next chapter he reinforces his faith in this promise 
when he foretells the future nation that will come from Jacob even though he is a landless, 77 
year old bachelor (cf. Gen 28:1-4).  
 Esau reacts like a spoilt child and tearfully demands, “bless me, even me also, O my father.” 
Hebrews tells us of his sorrowful reaction, “For ye know how that afterward, when he would have 
inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears” 
(Heb. 12:17). This was not tears of genuine repentance for his ungodly actions but tears of regret 
that he had missed out on the covenant blessing of ruling the family. He was just sorry his 
scheme to contradict the agreement he had made with his brother to sell the birthright had not 
succeeded. Isaac blessed Esau in response but these were only material blessings and he was 
reminded that his brother would rule over him and his descendants. This was a lesser blessing 
that Esau received but it still was a blessing. 
 
And Esau hated  Jacob be cause  o f  the  b l e s s ing  wherewi th  h i s  fa ther  b l e s s ed  h im: and Esau sa id  in  h i s  hear t ,  

The days  o f  mourning  for  my fa ther  are  a t  hand;  then wi l l  I  s lay  my bro ther  Jacob .  And these  words  o f  Esau 

her  e lder  son were  to ld  to  Rebekah:  and she  s en t  and ca l l ed  Jacob her  younger  son ,  and sa id  unto  h im, 
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Behold ,  thy  bro ther  Esau,  as  touch ing  thee ,  do th  comfor t  h imse l f ,  purpos ing  to  ki l l  thee .  Now there fore ,  my 

son ,  obey  my vo i c e ;  ar i s e ,  f l e e  thou to  Laban my bro ther  to  Haran;  And tarry  wi th  h im a f ew days ,  unt i l  thy  

bro ther ' s  fury  turn away ;  Unt i l  thy  bro ther ' s  anger  turn away f rom thee ,  and he  forge t  that  whi ch thou has t  

done  to  h im: then I  wi l l  s end ,  and f e t ch  thee  f rom thence :  why shou ld  I  be  depr ived  a l so  o f  you both in  one  

day? And Rebekah sa id  to  I saac ,  I  am weary  o f  my l i f e  be cause  o f  the  daught er s  o f  Heth :  i f  Jacob take a  wi f e  

o f  the  daughter s  o f  Heth ,  such as  these  whi ch  are  o f  the  daughter s  o f  the  land,  what  good sha l l  my l i f e  do  me? 

(v41-46) 

 
His younger brother has tricked him twice so Esau is greatly angered. Esau should have 
discerned the hand of providence in this incident and it should have led him to repent and seek 
God. It also should have led him to leave the chastisement of Jacob and Rebekah for their 
deception to a sovereign God. Instead, his next thought is murder against his brother. The evil 
spirit of Cain is working in Esau, which hated the one that God had chosen to bless. Esau does 
not trust God or believe that He can right every wrong. His reaction to the deception only serves 
to reveal further evidence that he was a profane man.  
 We can only imagine the tension that is in this home now. Somehow Rebekah discerns 
or hears about Esau’s intentions towards Jacob. Instead of repenting of her deception, she plots 
further deceit on her husband. She is a mastermind at posing as the honest wife while covertly 
working to further her favourite son’s interests even over her husband. Rebekah still cannot tell 
the truth and trust God to protect and guide. The family is further entangled in the web of 
deception and dishonesty. It is a sad and tragic picture of a home destroyed by sin.  
 All the members of this family were involved in deceitfulness and unbelief. They all paid 
a painful price. Actions have consequences in the home. We reap what we sow (cf. Gal. 6:7). 
Seeking our own will over God’s will never brings God’s blessing. Ray Pritchard observes, 
 

Remember, there are no shortcuts with God. Every shortcut turns out to be a dead-end 
street. Those who take short cuts end up wandering aimlessly through life. Write it down 
in big letters: God doesn’t need your help to fulfill His will in your life. That’s the 
number-one lesson of this story. If He wants to give a blessing, He can give it. If He 
wants to elevate you, He can do it. If He wants to raise you up to a position of great 
power, He can do it. 

 
Ultimately we all have to submit to God’s sovereign will. We can do it the hard way like Isaac 
and his family or we can do it the easy way. Life is so much better if we submit joyfully and 
wholeheartedly. Waiting on God is always the best way. We walk by faith not by sight and we 
live by promises and not by explanations.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 
1. What failures are in the actions and motives of this family? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Is it ever right to do wrong in order to do a right thing? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did each person suffer in this story because of his or her choices?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


