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 “FRIEND OF GOD ” – A Study of the Life of Abraham 

“Leaving This World” (Genesis 25:1-18) 

There are many believers who rush through this section without thinking about it. It deals with 
the latter years of Abraham and how he passed the faith on to the next patriarch. It also 
highlights an important part of God’s character – His sovereign election. We will see this in 
God’s choice of the second born son in Isaac over Ishmael and Jacob over Esau. Furthermore, 
Sarah was chosen over Hagar and Keturah to be the mother of this promised line. The careful 
reader will note God’s purpose according to His choice will always stand.  

Now although Isaac and Jacob were chosen “unto good works” (Eph. 2:10) it was not 
because of their good works that they were chosen. In fact, their lives reveal many significant 
failures. Rather God chose them unconditionally in Christ on the basis of His sovereign love and 
grace. Paul explicitly makes this point concerning Jacob, “For the children being not yet born, neither 
having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him 
that calleth” (Rom. 9:11). 
 
Then aga in Abraham took a wi f e ,  and her  name was Keturah.  And she  bare  h im Zimran,  and Jokshan,  and 

Medan,  and Midian ,  and Ishbak, and Shuah.  And Jokshan begat  Sheba ,  and Dedan.  And the  sons  o f  

Dedan were  Asshur im, and Letush im, and Leummim. And the  sons  o f  Midian;  Ephah,  and Epher ,  and 

Hanoch ,  and Abidah,  and Eldaah.  Al l  thes e  were  the  ch i ldren  o f  Keturah.  (v1-4)   

 
Abraham was 140 years old when Isaac married Rebekah. He would live another 35 years. 
Doubtless, after the marriage of Isaac, Abraham must have felt a deeper sense of loneliness. We 
discover in these intervening years that Abraham took Keturah as his wife. Remarkably, he had 6 
sons by her. When God touched his natural body so he could conceive Isaac with Sarah, He did 
not take the power of procreation away. Through these children, Abraham became the father of 
other nations. That means that Abraham had eight sons in all - 6 by Keturah, Ishmael by Hagar, 
and Isaac by Sarah.  
 

And Abraham gave  a l l  that  he  had unto  Isaac .  But  unto  the  sons  o f  the  concubines ,  whi ch  Abraham had,  

Abraham gave  g i f t s ,  and sent  them away f rom Isaac  h i s  son ,  whi l e  he  y e t  l i v ed ,  eas tward ,  unto  the  eas t  

country .  And these  are  the  days  o f  the  y ears  o f  Abraham’s  l i f e  which  he  l i v ed ,  an hundred three s core  and 

f i f t e en  years .  Then Abraham gave  up the  ghos t ,  and d i ed  in  a  good o ld  age ,  an o ld  man,  and fu l l  o f  y ears ;  

and was ga thered  to  h i s  peop le .  And his  sons  I saac  and Ishmae l  bur i ed  h im in  the  cave  o f  Machpe lah ,  in  the  

f i e ld  o f  Ephron the  son o f  Zohar the  Hit t i t e ,  whi ch  i s  be for e  Mamre ;  The f i e ld  which  Abraham purchased  o f  

the  sons  o f  Heth :  there  was Abraham bur i ed ,  and Sarah h i s  wi f e .  (v5-10) 

 

As a loving man of God, Abraham would have loved the souls of all of his sons. So this must 
have been a difficult parting. But that did not mean that he did not recognise the will of God in 
sovereignly electing Isaac as the covenant child of promise. As Isaac was the son of promise, he 
received the inheritance. Abraham’s action of sending his other sons “eastward” highlights this 
recognition. This would also prevent any future family disputes over the inheritance. Now, 
Abraham had wrestled with his love for Ishmael in the past, but now he recognised that God’s 
choice must be honoured. He gives us a good example of planning the division of his estate 
properly and in an orderly fashion.  
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 Sarah had been dead for 38 years and Abraham lived until he was 175 years old. Fifteen 
years before he died, Esau and Jacob were born. Abraham was a great man of faith and was 175 
years old, but even he had to face the last enemy of death. No one is immune to the passage of 
time. The clock cannot be turned back for any of us. His final ending is put in a beautiful way, 
“Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to 
his people.” This, too, was in fulfillment of the word of God to Abraham, “And thou shalt go to thy 
fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age” (Gen. 15:15). There would, doubtless, have been 
some regrets as he neared the end for the mistakes he had made, but also joy as he recounted 
what God had done in his life.  

Abraham would not live to see his descendants inherit this land. But he died with faith in 
God’s promises. This faith drove him to live the life of a pilgrim for a century. Lot could not 
resist the lure of the wealthy cities of Canaan but Abraham was content to remain a sojourner in 
his tent apart from the corrupting influence of these urban centres. Whatever the difficulties, it 
must be noted that Abraham never went back to Ur. He staked his life on the promises of God’s 
call. Pritchard summed it all well,  
 

As anyone knows who has studied his story, Abraham didn’t have an easy life. Just the 
opposite. Along the way he went through periods of frustration, discouragement, 
physical privation, and spiritual compromise. He experienced more than his share of 
personal loss. He saw the glitter of royal Egypt and smelled the smoke rising from the 
ruins of Sodom. He heard the voice of God and later lied to save his own skin. He had to 
give up his firstborn son Ishmael and send him away—an act that broke his heart. And 
as far as we know, Isaac and Ishmael never really reconciled nor did his wife and Hagar. 
He wept when he buried his wife Sarah, then had the satisfaction of seeing Isaac take 
Rebekah into her tent. Certainly he lived a full life and he packed a lot into those 175 
years. But through it all, even in the worst moments, he remained a man of faith. He 
never lost sight of the God who called him out of Ur 100 years earlier. For that reason—
and that reason alone—he was satisfied with life when he died. 

 
The estranged half-brothers, Ishmael and Isaac are reunited in paying their respects to 

their departed father. This may be an indication that Ishmael had made peace with Abraham 
over his decision to send him away. The burial of Abraham in the cave beside Sarah’s remains 
was a statement of faith in God’s promises. We are told he was  “gathered to his people,” which does 
not mean his remains were placed in the same tomb as Sarah. Rather this expression is a 
wonderful testimony to the continued existence of believers after death. Job also testified of an 
eternal future because of Christ, “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 
19:25-26).  

Many believers begin to fear the prospect of death as they get older. This fear can 
paralyze our service for the Lord in life. However, we must view death as a transition, but not 
the end. It is merely the entrance to eternal glory. That is why the apostle Paul could say, “For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” and “For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to 
be with Christ; which is far better” (Philp. 1:21, 23). When we are gathered to our people in glory, it is 
then that life truly begins. 
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And i t  came to  pass  a f t e r  the  dea th o f  Abraham, that  God b l e s s ed  h i s  son Isaac ;  and Isaac  dwe l t  by  the  we l l  

Lahairo i .  (v11) 

 

As Abraham passes on into his eternal rest, God has not finished. The promises of God do not 
die with the death of Abraham, “And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son 
Isaac.” Charles Wesley once observed, “God buries His workmen but carries on His work.” The 
work of God is not dependent on any mere man but God alone. The Lord’s purpose is greater 
than even the best of men. 

The baton is passed now to Isaac to be the spiritual head of the patriarchal family. He 
will be a man who lived the longest of the patriarchs, yet less is written about him. Isaac comes 
across as temperamentally more of a passive than an active character in the biblical narrative. He 
has less of the spiritual highlights of his father, yet less of the spiritual failures of his son, Jacob. 
Isaac’s significance stems from his role in redemptive history and the fact that God attested, “I 
am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Exod. 3:6). 

 

Now these  are  the  g enera t ions  o f  I shmae l ,  Abraham’s  son ,  whom Hagar the  Egypt ian ,  Sarah's  handmaid ,  

bare  unto  Abraham: And these  are  the  names  o f  the  sons  o f  I shmae l ,  by  the i r  names ,  a c cord ing  to  the i r  

g enera t ions :  the  f i r s tborn o f  I shmae l ,  Nebajo th ;  and Kedar ,  and Adbee l ,  and Mibsam, And Mishma,  and 

Dumah,  and Massa ,  Hadar ,  and Tema,  Je tur ,  Naphish ,  and Kedemah:  These  are  the  sons  o f  I shmae l ,  and 

these  are  the i r  names ,  by  the i r  towns ,  and by  the i r  cas t l e s ;  twe lve  pr inces  a c cord ing  to  the i r  nat ions .  And 

these  are  the  y ears  o f  the  l i f e  o f  I shmae l ,  an hundred and th i r ty  and seven years :  and he  gave  up the  ghos t  and 

d i ed ;  and was ga thered  unto  h i s  peop le .  And they  dwe l t  f rom Havi lah unto  Shur ,  that  i s  be for e  Egypt ,  as  

thou goes t  toward Assyr ia :  and he  d i ed  in  the  pres ence  o f  a l l  h i s  bre thren .  (v12-18) 

 
The switch of the focus for a brief moment is now to the descendants of Ishmael. They only 
merit a passing reference in God’s Word, as they are not significant in redemptive history. 
Abraham had always had a special love for his first son Ishmael, “And Abraham said unto God, O 
that Ishmael might live before thee!” (Gen. 17:18). God promised Abraham that He would bless 
Ishmael with temporal blessings (Gen. 17:20). These were true blessings but they were not 
spiritual blessings. Ishmael was sent away, but he was not abandoned. Here we have some 
confirmation that the Lord is faithful to His promises.  
 The world may have regarded Ishmael as a very significant man. He was the father of 
many nations. Indeed, the world in which we live prefers the Ishmaels and the Esaus and dislikes 
the Isaacs and the Jacobs. But all that matter ultimately is God’s opinion of any man. Unlike the 
patriarchs, it is notable that Ishmael was not buried in the cave of Machpelah, which signified the 
hope in the promises of God.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
There are many profound lessons to be learned from the life of Abraham, and many are the 
precious truths, which are seen illustrated in his character and conduct. It is fair to say that 
possibly Abraham’s faith was tried more severely, more repeatedly, and with greater variety than 
that of any other human being. The Lord did not give Abraham instant, fully matured faith. God 
called him and led him through various trials and tribulations, so that his faith would grow over 
time. This faith led this man to keep the Law of God long before it was given in a written form 
at Sinai as the Lord testifies “Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 
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commandments, my statutes, and my laws” (Gen. 26:5). It is interesting that the Bible uses Abraham as 
the central figure in the New Testament’s writer’s portrayal of life under the new covenant (Rom. 
4; Gal. 3). 

Abraham’s faith was initially tried to overcome the ties of nature when he was called 
upon to leave the land of his birth, to separate himself from home and kindred, and to set out on 
a long journey unto a land, which God had promised to “show” him. Upon arrival in this new 
land he did not enter into occupation of it, but by faith instead, sojourned there as a stranger and 
pilgrim. Here his faith was tried by stress of circumstances. All that he ever owned in it was a 
burying-place. Dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, he remained there for a century. This he 
did with the eye of faith towards eternity. The NT sums his time as a pilgrim,  

 
By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By 
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:8-10). 

 
Hebrews makes clear that Abraham was able to endure this century of testing “in a strange country” 
and “dwelling in tabernacles” because he “looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God.” 

In Canaan Abraham was also tested in respect of helping a brother in distress and the 
trial of the courage of his faith to fight against Chedorlaomer and his armies. Subsequently he 
faced a trial of the dignity and sufficiency of his faith when offered the riches of Sodom. Later he 
was tried in the patience of his faith of God’s promise to give him a son by Sarah when his own 
body was “dead” (Rom. 4:19) and his wife long past the age of childbearing. Finally, the supreme 
test of the obedience of his faith came when he was bidden to offer up his son Isaac. 

It is only fair to note that Abraham’s faith did waver, as he was a man of like passions. 
His early years were not marked by flawless faith, but betrayed times of fear and doubt. We find 
him only partially obeying the Lord’s command when he stopped short at Haran (Gen. 11:31) 
and when he entered the land of promise by faith he quickly fled to Egypt when a famine came 
(Gen. 12:10). By faith Abraham returned and sojourned in the land of promise, but by 
impatience he took the maid Hagar rather than wait for God to put forth His power and give 
him a son by Sarah. By faith he went forth to rescue Lot, but by unbelief he lied to both Pharaoh 
and Abimelech about his wife (Gen. 12 and 20). We see clear evidence of him battling and, at 
times succumbing to, fear, selfishness, deception, and doubt.  

Abraham was not a perfect man but godliness was the direction of his life. His heart was 
fixed on God even in the midst of his stumbles. One of the puritans summarised this distinction 
well by observing, “A sheep may fall into the ditch, but it is the swine that wallows in it.” 
Abraham fell but he never wallowed in the ditch. God’s grace allowed him to rise up again and 
persevere on till the end of the journey. It must also be noted that God by Sovereign election 
chose Abraham out of his weaknesses, rather than his strengths. Abraham was a man who faced 
the same trials and temptations that we experience. It was not Abraham’s great faith that explains 
all the blessings in Abraham’s life, but God’s faithfulness to His covenant with Abraham. The 
Psalmist notes, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and He delighteth in his way. Though he 
fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with His hand” (Psalm 37:23-24).  
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The overview of Abraham’s life must conclude with the observation how that his faith 
was one that was deepening and growing as his life progressed. He came to learn more and more 
about the God Who called him and came to a deeper and deeper understanding of the meaning 
of God’s Word. As a consequence he became more intimate in his communion with God so that 
he would be called the “Friend of God” (James 2:23). Abraham became a giant of the faith when 
he finally fully accepted the Word of God as the sole rule for his life. This then led him to 
believe the promise of the son whom God would give him miraculously, and in God’s divine 
power of resurrection.  

God enabled Abraham to discern that in Isaac was the symbol of his coming Saviour as 
he named the mount using a Hebrew tense to indicate a future provision in Genesis 22:14. In the 
New Testament his insight into the Coming Messiah is confirmed as real, “He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 3: 16) and, “your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56). The things that made Abraham’s life 
rich was not his material possessions, but the riches he had in Christ. Those who live by the 
same faith are the true spiritual children of Abraham.  

 
The God of  Abraham praise ,  who re igns enthroned above ;   

Ancient  o f  ever last ing days ,  and God of  Love ;   
Jehovah, great  I  AM! by earth and Heav’n confessed;  

 I  bow and bless  the sacred Name forever  blessed.  
 

The whole  tr iumphant host  g ive  thanks to God on high;  
 “Hail ,  Father ,  Son, and Holy Ghost ,” they ever  cry .   

Hail ,  Abraham’s God, and mine!  (I  jo in the heav’nly  lays , )   
All  might and majes ty  are Thine,  and endless  praise .  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. What hope in death do we see with the passing of Sarah and Abraham? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What was significant about Ishmael’s life? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What were the spiritual highlights in Abraham’s life? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


