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 “Finding a Wife – Part 2” (Genesis 24:28-67) 

The Lord had been guiding the servant of Abraham through the silent leading of providence. 
There was no thunder and lightning or an angel to show him the right woman. There was no 
voice from heaven. Yet the leading of providence here was just as much the power and will of 
God that led him to Rebekah as the sovereign choice of the Lord for Isaac. This union would be 
a match truly made in heaven, “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Mark 
10:9). 

As the servant obeyed God’s revealed word and with prayer, he was able to discern the 
leading of God. He had a holy watchfulness for God’s intervention. Each step of the way he 
waited in faith expecting God to lead him. The servant never tried to shortcut the process by 
running ahead of God’s direction. He made no snap judgments but patiently waited on God. 
This was a seemingly impossible task but not when God is leading. FB Meyer notes, 

 
We too are sometimes sent on very unlikely errands: Humanly speaking, our mission 
seems likely to prove a failure; but those who trust in God have not the word “failure” in 
their vocabulary. 

 
The Lord providentially orchestrated the circumstances in such a way as to confirm His will. 
That was what would give Abraham’s servant the confidence that this was God’s choice.  
 
And the  damse l  ran ,  and to ld  them o f  her  mother ’ s  house  these  th ings .  And Rebekah had a bro ther ,  and h is  

name was Laban:  and Laban ran out  unto  the  man,  unto  the  we l l .  And i t  came to  pass ,  when he  saw the  

earr ing  and brace l e t s  upon h is  s i s t e r ’ s  hands ,  and when he  heard the  words  o f  Rebekah h is  s i s t e r ,  say ing ,  

Thus spake the  man unto  me;  that  he  came unto  the  man;  and,  beho ld ,  he  s tood by  the  camels  a t  the  we l l .  

And he  sa id ,  Come in ,  thou b l e s s ed  o f  the  LORD; where for e  s tandes t  thou wi thout?  for  I  have  prepared  the  

house ,  and room for  the  camels .  (v28-31)  

 
While the servant was worshipping the Lord for His guidance and unconditional faithfulness, 
Rebekah made her way home quickly to notify the family about their coming guests. Another 
test of the will of God would be the attitude of her family and the attitude of Rebekah herself to 
a marriage proposal. Laban gives the right greeting, “Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore 
standest thou without?” However, subsequent events reveal that his heart was likely more moved by 
the sight of the expensive jewelry than a genuine desire to welcome a stranger.  
 

And there  was s e t  meat  be fore  h im to  ea t :  but  he  sa id ,  I  wi l l  no t  ea t ,  unt i l  I  have  to ld  mine  errand.  And he  

sa id ,  Speak on .  And he  sa id ,  I  am Abraham’s  s e rvant .  And the  LORD hath b l e s s ed  my master  gr ea t ly ;  and 

he  i s  be come grea t :  and he  hath g iv en  h im f lo cks ,  and herds ,  and s i lv er ,  and go ld ,  and menservants ,  and 

maidservants ,  and camels ,  and asses .  And Sarah my master ’ s  w i f e  bare  a  son to  my master  when she  was o ld :  

and unto  h im hath he  g iv en a l l  that  he  hath .  And my master  made me swear ,  say ing ,  Thou sha l t  no t  take a  

wi f e  to  my son o f  the  daughter s  o f  the  Canaani t e s ,  in  whose  land I  dwe l l :  But  thou sha l t  go  unto  my fa ther ’ s  

house ,  and to  my kindred ,  and take a  wi f e  unto  my son .  And I  sa id  unto  my master ,  Peradventure  the  woman 

wi l l  no t  fo l low me.  And he  sa id  unto  me,  The LORD, be for e  whom I  walk,  wi l l  s end h is  ange l  w i th  thee ,  and 

prosper  thy  way ;  and thou sha l t  take a  wi f e  fo r  my son o f  my kindred ,  and o f  my fa ther ’ s  house :  Then sha l t  

thou be  c l ear  f rom th i s  my oath ,  when thou comes t  to  my kindred ;  and i f  they  g iv e  no t  thee  one ,  thou sha l t  be  

c l ear  f rom my oath .  And I  came th i s  day  unto  the  we l l ,  and sa id ,  O LORD God o f  my master  Abraham, i f  
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now thou do prosper  my way which I  go :  Beho ld ,  I  s tand by  the  we l l  o f  water ;  and i t  sha l l  come to  pass ,  that  

when the  v i rg in  cometh for th  to  draw water ,  and I  say  to  her ,  Give  me ,  I  pray  thee ,  a  l i t t l e  water  o f  thy  

p i t cher  to  dr ink;  And she  say  to  me,  Both dr ink thou ,  and I  wi l l  a l so  draw for  thy  camels :  l e t  the  same be  

the  woman whom the  LORD hath appo inted  out  fo r  my master ’ s  son .  And be for e  I  had done  speaking in  

mine  hear t ,  beho ld ,  Rebekah came for th  wi th  her  p i t cher  on her  shou lder ;  and she  went  down unto  the  we l l ,  

and drew water :  and I  sa id  unto  her ,  Let  me dr ink,  I  pray  thee .  And she  made has t e ,  and l e t  down her  

p i t cher  f rom her  shou lder ,  and sa id ,  Drink,  and I  wi l l  g iv e  thy  camels  dr ink a lso :  so  I  drank, and she  made 

the  camels  dr ink a lso .  And I  asked her ,  and sa id ,  Whose  daughter  ar t  thou? And she  sa id ,  the  daughter  o f  

Bethue l ,  Nahor ’ s  son ,  whom Milcah bare  unto  h im: and I  put  the  earr ing  upon her  fa c e ,  and the brace l e t s  

upon her  hands .  And I  bowed down my head ,  and worsh ipped the  LORD, and b l e s s ed  the  LORD God o f  my 

master  Abraham, which had l ed  me in  the  r i gh t  way to  take my master ’ s  bro ther ’ s  daughter  unto  h i s  son .  

And now i f  y e  wi l l  dea l  kind ly  and t ru ly  wi th  my master ,  t e l l  me :  and i f  no t ,  t e l l  me ;  that  I  may turn to  the  

r i gh t  hand,  or  to  the  l e f t .  (v33-49) 

 

The servant continued to walk by the light God provided. He refused to sit down and eat until 
he had fulfilled his commitments to his master, Abraham. His chief purpose was finding God’s 
revealed will rather than personal satisfaction. He unashamedly proceeded to rehearse the Lord’s 
leading of him to Rebekah. The servant points out the Lord had blessed Abraham materially and 
by inference ultimately Isaac as the heir. There is no attempt to embellish the facts to impress. In 
courtship and marriage there must be transparency. We should not exaggerate our 
accomplishments. This was not a boast but a reassurance that Isaac had enough to provide for 
Rebekah needs, “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). Rebekah’s family would need this comfort before 
entrusting their daughter into his hand for the five hundred mile trek back to Canaan.  

The interesting thing to note in the conversation is that in these sentences he brings up 
the name of Jehovah six times. His emphasis is on the greatness, grace and guidance of the Lord 
in the life of Abraham’s family. The servant wants Rebekah’s family to know the importance of 
the Lord in this decision to lead him to, “the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master’s 
son.” How Laban and Bethuel respond will be another confirmation of the Lord’s leading in the 
matter of Rebekah. The servant seeks an unambiguous response, “And now if ye will deal kindly and 
truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.” 
 

Then Laban and Bethue l  answered  and sa id ,  The th ing  proce ede th  f rom the  LORD: we cannot  speak unto  

thee  bad or  good .  Beho ld ,  Rebekah i s  be for e  thee ,  take her ,  and go ,  and l e t  her  be  thy  master ’ s  son ’ s  wi f e ,  as  

the  LORD hath spoken.  And i t  came to  pass ,  that ,  when Abraham’s  s e rvant  heard the i r  words ,  he  

worsh ipped the  LORD, bowing h imse l f  to  the  ear th .  And the  s e rvant  brought  for th  j ewe l s  o f  s i l v e r ,  and j ewe l s  

o f  go ld ,  and ra iment ,  and gave  them to  Rebekah:  he  gave  a l so  to  her  bro ther  and to  her  mother  pre c ious  

th ings .  And they  d id  ea t  and dr ink,  he  and the  men that  were  wi th  h im, and tarr i ed  a l l  n ight ;  and they  rose  

up in  the  morning ,  and he  sa id ,  Send me away unto  my master .  (v50-54) 

 
The compelling argument of the Lord’s sovereign leading by the servant elicited a good response 
from Laban and Bethuel. They also acknowledged, “The thing proceedeth from the LORD” and state 
their willingness to obey the Lord, “Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy 
master’s son’s wife, as the LORD hath spoken.” Their response vindicates Abraham’s decision to seek 
a wife for Isaac from amongst those who professed the name of Jehovah.  
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 The servant of Abraham after witnessing the Lord definitive confirmation of His leading 
in this matter does not congratulate himself but thanked the Lord, “And it came to pass, that, when 
Abraham’s servant heard their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth.” He is a man 
that always sought to give God the glory in his life. The servant wanted the best for Abraham 
and he wanted the best for Isaac. There is nothing more humbling than seeing God use you as 
His instrument. It is only at this point that he hands over the gifts to Rebekah’s family and then 
sits down to eat with them. 
 
And her  bro ther  and her  mother  sa id ,  Let  the  damse l  ab ide  wi th  us  a  f ew days ,  a t  the  l eas t  t en ;  a f t e r  that  she  

sha l l  go .  And he  sa id  unto  them, Hinder  me not ,  s e e ing  the  LORD hath prospered  my way ;  s end me away 

that  I  may go  to  my master .  And they  sa id ,  We wi l l  ca l l  the  damse l ,  and enquire  a t  her  mouth .  And they  

ca l l ed  Rebekah,  and sa id  unto  her ,  Wil t  thou go  wi th  th i s  man? And she  sa id ,  I  wi l l  go .  And they  s en t  away 

Rebekah the i r  s i s t e r ,  and her  nurse ,  and Abraham’s  s e rvant ,  and h is  men.  And they  b l e s s ed  Rebekah,  and 

sa id  unto  her ,  Thou ar t  our  s i s t e r ,  be  thou the  mother  o f  thousands o f  mi l l i ons ,  and l e t  thy  s e ed  posse s s  the  

ga te  o f  those  whi ch hate  them. (v55-60) 

 
The servant of Abraham is keen to get back to his master. Doubtless, he knew that Abraham 
would want the matter expedited as quickly as possible. Rebekah’s family, understandably, want 
to spend a few days with her to prepare themselves for her departure. They may never see her 
again. They place the decision in Rebekah’s hand probably assuming she will not be so quick to 
leave home with a servant she had only met twelve or fifteen hours earlier. However, God is in 
this decision and she agrees to go. By her action Rebekah demonstrated her trust in the Lord’s 
leading by decisively choosing to leave her family to marry Isaac. Literally overnight, Rebekah’s 
life changed completely. 
 As Rebekah courageously prepares to leave, the family pray a blessing on her, “be thou the 
mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them.” The parallel with 
the Abrahamic covenantal blessings is too evident to be dismissed as mere coincidence. This may 
well reflect their knowledge of God’s promises and their faith in Him. The amazing thing is that 
Rebekah did fulfill this prophetic blessing. What a legacy emerged from her faithful act of service 
at a well outside of Nahor. Had she refused to serve Abraham’s servant that day what a blessing 
she would have missed out on.  
 
And Rebekah arose ,  and her  damse l s ,  and they  rode  upon the  camels ,  and fo l lowed the  man:  and the  s e rvant  

took Rebekah,  and went  h i s  way .  And Isaac  came f rom the  way o f  the  we l l  Lahairo i ;  fo r  he  dwe l t  in  the  

south country .  And Isaac  went  out  to  medi ta t e  in  the  f i e ld  a t  the  event ide :  and he  l i f t ed  up h i s  ey e s ,  and saw,  

and,  beho ld ,  the  camels  were  coming .  And Rebekah l i f t ed  up her  ey e s ,  and when she  saw Isaac ,  she  l i gh t ed  o f f  

the  camel .  For  she  had sa id  unto  the  s e rvant ,  What man i s  th i s  that  walketh in  the  f i e ld  to  mee t  us?  And the  

s e rvant  had sa id ,  I t  i s  my master :  ther e for e  she  took a va i l ,  and cover ed  herse l f .  And the  s e rvant  to ld  Isaac  

a l l  th ings  that  he  had done .  And Isaac  brought  her  in to  h i s  mother  Sarah’ s  t en t ,  and took Rebekah,  and she  

be came h i s  wi f e ;  and he  loved  her :  and Isaac  was comfor t ed  a f t e r  h i s  mother ' s  dea th .  (v61 -67) 

 
The next incident passes some time later when they arrived in Canaan. It resolves the last 
remaining tension in the story as to how the young couple will react when they meet each other. 
Isaac is out in the fields in meditation. It may well be that he was praying about this matter of a 
wife, as he was a grown man and would likely have been aware of his father’s action. It is 
interesting that there is no resistance by Isaac in the narrative to God’s choice for him. He was 
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willing to wait for that. As the heir to a considerable fortune it would have been easy for Isaac to 
take one of the choicest Canaanite women around him. Tragically, his forty year old son, Esau 
would not wait on the Lord but took two heathen wives that pleased his fleshly desires (cf. Gen 
26:34).  
 Rebekah shows her modesty and respect by dismounting and taking the vail until she was 
wedded to Isaac when she first came into his presence. She was away from home and could have 
ignored this cultural step of demonstrating her modest submission to her future husband. Moses 
then focuses on the marriage by pointing out that Isaac took her into Sarah’s tent, which seemed 
to signify that she was to take Sarah’s matriarchal place in the family.  

We see further evidence that she was God’s choice as we are told, “he loved her” and she 
brought him comfort after the death of his beloved mother. Two very different individuals from 
very different cultures; one growing up in the urban city life of Mesopotamia and the other 
growing up in the rural life of a Canaanite pilgrim. Yet God knit their hearts together in love. 
Abraham’s family could echo the words of the Psalmist, “As for God, His way is perfect: the word of 
the Lord is tried: He is a buckler to all those that trust in Him” (Psa. 18:30). 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
There a number of principles from this story that are especially applicable to us today. The 
overriding message in this incident is that God has a plan for His children’s lives and can bring a 
couple together if we let Him. It seemed impossible for Isaac to find a godly wife as he lived 500 
miles away from Rebekah in Canaan. But God showed that this was not impossible for Him. It 
also seemed impossible for Ruth to find a godly husband in the apostate days of the judges in 
Bethlehem when she was a poor widow and a foreigner. But God once again led her to a 
wonderful husband of His choice.  

That does not mean that we as believers have nothing to do in finding a godly spouse. 
The family of Abraham made great efforts to find the right woman. They recognised that it was 
vital to actively find God’s choice than simply any woman to be a wife. They had confidence that 
if they acknowledged Him “in all thy ways” that “He shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:6). As they 
waited on the Lord, they were: faithful, sacrificial, obedient to God’s revealed word, patient, 
prayerful, and sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. They also were wise in seeking a godly 
wife among the godly community and seeking a godly wife with a godly character and moral 
purity.  

It is interesting to note that both the families of Isaac and Rebekah were heavily involved 
in seeking the will of God for their lives. This is a theme that runs through the Scripture. Parents 
should be actively involved in praying with and for their children that the Lord would guide 
them to godly life partners. Christian parents should instruct their children in biblical principles 
into finding God’s will in this matter. Christian children should seek the guidance of Christian 
parents and prayerfully listen to their opinions. However, Peter Masters warns, 

 
Both parties should also be willing to listen to the counsel of their families, particularly 
their spiritual families, but no parent or church elder should implaccably oppose the 
decision of two young people to marry unless there is a very clear scriptural veto in a 
particular case. If we see danger signals we may warn, and even plead with couples not to 
proceed, but we have no power to forbid if it is just a matter of human judgement. Even 
in the ancient culture of Nahor the family did not claim anything like an absolute power 
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of veto. ‘The thing proceedeth from the LORD,” they said, ‘we cannot speak unto thee 
bad or good.’ And later they said, ‘We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth.’ 
 
Follow the same principles in your own life as Isaac and Ruth did and you will discover 

the same God will guide you. Just as He did it for Isaac and Ruth, so He will do it for you. You 
will be able to testify, “I being in the way, the Lord led me.” It is never too early to pray for His 
leading on this subject. Seek God’s grace and power to make your character into one that is ideal 
for a godly husband or wife. And seek the Lord’s guidance to lead you to the husband or wife 
He knows is just right for you, at exactly the right time in your life. Beware in letting your 
feelings of attraction dictate the will of God but let Him lead by the other indications of 
guidance.  

Ultimately, this entire story is about God’s grace and faithfulness. It is also a story of 
listening to and obeying God’s directions. Jehovah Jireh will be your provider. The leading of the 
Lord may take time. In Isaac’s case it was 40 years and a long journey to Nahor before the Lord 
revealed His choice. The Lord rarely reveals His choice immediately. The process of identifying 
Rebekah as God’s choice unfolded over a period of time and step-by-step.  

Our lives are not ruled by blind chance or fate but divine providence. God will surely 
lead you to His choice for your life by using Scripture, prayer, counsel, wisdom, patience, and 
providential intervention. As you serve the Lord faithfully where He placed you, then He will 
provide for your needs in other areas, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). This may well include leading you to a godly 
spouse. The Lord did this for Ruth and Rebekah. The two of them were not looking out for a 
husband when God led them to their respective spouses.  

Another point to note is that the Lord doesn’t always lead a couple to each other the 
same way. Isaac found his wife through the search of Abraham’s servant whereas Ruth found a 
husband when they met providentially in the field. Just because the Lord leads one couple 
through one set of circumstances, do not presume He will follow the same identical process for 
you. For some this will be earlier in life than others. But that is God’s perfect will for you. Isaac 
was 40 years old when he married but he was prepared to wait until he was sure of God’s 
approval. The martyred missionary, Jim Elliot once rightly noted, “God always gives His best to 
those who leave the choice with Him.” Are you willing to trust Him? 

 
Prec ious promise God doth g ive  thee ,   

Thou, the weary passerby,   
On the way from earth to g lory :   

“I wi l l  guide thee with Mine eye .” 
 

When temptat ions f i er ce  assai l  thee ,   
When thy trusted he lpers  f ly ,   

Let  this  promise r ing within thee ,   
“I wi l l  guide thee with Mine eye .” 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. How is the faith of this servant seen or not seen in this chapter? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What qualities does the Bible teach are needful in a godly spouse? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What evidence is there of the Lord’s leading in this story? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


