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 “Finding a Wife” (Genesis 24:1-27) 

The life of a believer has often been compared to a giant jigsaw puzzle. The problem is that we 
are not given all of the pieces at the beginning and we are not given a box with the picture on it 
to guide us. It is only over time as we are given more pieces that we can begin to understand the 
picture God has in His mind for us. Life can therefore be a conundrum for many people. Young 
people especially are often confused with finding the will of God. One area that especially 
confuses them is finding a life partner.  

Genesis 24 is the longest chapter in the Bible. It is more than a romantic love story but it 
is a wonderful story of God leading the chosen family to obtain a wife for Isaac. There are many 
principles that are good for us to apply to our lives today in similar scenarios. A life partner must 
be sought in accordance to God’s will, with prayer and watchfulness to His guidance. As we are 
faithful to follow His Word, He will reveal His sovereign will. 
 

And Abraham was o ld ,  and we l l  s t r i cken in  age :  and the  LORD had b l e s s ed  Abraham in a l l  th ings .  And 

Abraham sa id  unto  h i s  e ldes t  s e rvant  o f  h i s  house ,  that  ru l ed  over  a l l  that  he  had ,  Put ,  I  pray  thee ,  thy  hand 

under  my th igh :  And I  wi l l  make thee  swear  by  the  LORD, the  God o f  heaven ,  and the  God o f  the  ear th ,  

that  thou sha l t  no t  take a  wi f e  unto  my son o f  the  daughter s  o f  the  Canaani t e s ,  among whom I dwe l l :  But  

thou sha l t  go  unto  my country ,  and to  my kindred ,  and take a  wi f e  unto  my son Isaac .  And the  s e rvant  sa id  

unto  h im, Peradventure  the  woman wi l l  no t  be  wi l l ing  to  fo l low me unto  th i s  land :  must  I  needs  br ing  thy  son 

aga in unto  the  land f rom whence  thou cames t?  And Abraham sa id  unto  h im, Beware  thou that  thou br ing  not  

my son th i ther  aga in .  The LORD God o f  heaven ,  whi ch  took me f rom my fa ther ’ s  house ,  and f rom the  land o f  

my kindred ,  and which spake unto  me,  and that  sware  unto  me,  say ing ,  Unto  thy  s e ed  wi l l  I  g iv e  th i s  land ;  

He sha l l  s end h is  ange l  be for e  thee ,  and thou sha l t  take a  wi f e  unto  my son f rom thence .  And i f  the  woman 

wi l l  no t  be  wi l l ing  to  fo l low thee ,  then thou sha l t  be  c l ear  f rom th i s  my oath :  on ly  br ing  not  my son th i ther  

aga in .  (v1-8)   

 
Abraham is about 140 years old now. Although he would live another 35 years, there was no 
guarantee that he had this long to live. Sarah has been dead for 2-3 years and his thoughts 
naturally are focused on the future of his son. Abraham knows that Isaac is the son in whom the 
promises of God will be fulfilled. This chosen son needs a godly wife like Sarah to be a spiritual 
helpmeet in raising children (cf. Deut. 6:6-7; Prov. 1:8). It is good for Christian parents to be 
involved in using biblical principles to let the Lord guide their children to their life partners.  

Abraham is clear that Isaac needs a wife and that his wife must be a woman who been 
raised among the people of God and not from the Canaanite world. To marry a Canaanite 
woman would compromise the faith of his family. The example of Abraham’s diligence to do 
this will be a good example to Israel as they prepare to enter Canaan. Steve Cole notes, 
 

Often it is more difficult to go this route than it is to operate on the basis of human 
wisdom. For Abraham’s servant, it meant a 500-mile journey across difficult terrain. It 
involved a lot of planning, expense, and hassle. “Why be so fanatical about this, 
Abraham? Surely there are some nice girls somewhere in Canaan!” But Abraham saw that 
it was crucial for his son to marry a woman who would share his commitment to the 
Lord and His purpose concerning the land. 
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The same is true for single believers today. Finding the right life partner may take patience and 
effort. Marriage is not something that should be entered into lightly. Believers should not be 
attracted by the accessible “Canaanite partners” around them in the world but only seek after 
another believer (cf. 1 Cor. 7:39; 2 Cor. 6:14-18). 
 Abraham’s “eldest servant” was chosen for this important task. It is possible, though not 
explicitly stated, that this servant was Eliezer of Damascus (cf. Gen. 15:2). What we do know 
about this servant is that he was a man of God who believed in providence and prayer (v12, 21, 
27). He was loyal, obedient, and respectful. He was sent to the place where a godly wife could be 
obtained. That is a wise choice by Abraham and it teaches us the same truth today. The best 
place to find a godly wife is among the people of God.  

This servant raised a vital practical issue, “Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow 
me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest?” Humanely 
speaking it would be nigh impossible to persuade a young woman to travel 500 miles to marry a 
man she had never seen. However, Abraham made it abundantly clear that Isaac was not to with 
him to Nahor, as Canaan was the chosen land of promise. He is confident that God will guide 
providentially, “He shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.” In 
fact in v40 we learn he also said that the angel would “prosper thy way.”  

The servant showed the same faith as his master. He wanted the wife that God had 
chosen, “let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master’s son” (v44b). So 
this servant was not a “matchmaker” but he was to identify the woman that God has chosen and 
bring her to Isaac. He did not want God to approve his choice but guide him to God’s choice. 
Peter Masters explains the significance of this, 

 
Matchmaking is a pastime for some believers. At worst they amuse themselves by 
manoeuvring people into courtship; at best they imagine they are helping them to 
happiness, but either way, they toy with matters they do not understand, and meddle with 
the purposes of God. Manipulating other people’s lives is described in 2 Thessalonians 3 
as disorderliness, Paul referring to ‘busybodies’, or meddlesome people who try to run 
the affairs of those around them.  

 
And the  s e rvant  put  h i s  hand under  the  th igh o f  Abraham his  master ,  and sware  to  h im concern ing  that  

mat t er .  And the  s ervant  took t en  camels  o f  the  camels  o f  h i s  master ,  and depar t ed ;  fo r  a l l  the  goods  o f  h i s  

master  were  in  h i s  hand:  and he  arose ,  and went  to  Mesopotamia ,  unto  the  c i t y  o f  Nahor .  And he  made h i s  

camels  to  knee l  down wi thout  the  c i t y  by  a  we l l  o f  water  a t  the  t ime o f  the  even ing ,  even the  t ime that  women 

go  out  to  draw water .  And he  sa id  O LORD God o f  my master  Abraham, I  pray  thee ,  s end me good speed  

th i s  day ,  and shew kindness  unto  my master  Abraham. Beho ld ,  I  s tand here  by  the  we l l  o f  water ;  and the  

daughter s  o f  the  men o f  the  c i t y  come out  to  draw water :  And l e t  i t  come to  pass ,  that  the  damse l  to  whom I 

sha l l  say ,  Let  down thy  p i t cher ,  I  pray  thee ,  that  I  may dr ink;  and she  sha l l  say ,  Drink,  and I  wi l l  g iv e  thy  

camels  dr ink a lso :  l e t  the  same be  she  that  thou has t  appoin ted  for  thy  s ervant  I saac ;  and thereby  sha l l  I  

know that  thou has t  shewed kindness  unto  my master .  (v9-14) 

 
The servant set out on this five hundred mile long journey to Nahor with ten of his master’s 
camels. Although this seemed a strange and difficult request as the bride would have to take his 
word by faith, this servant was willing to “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding” (Prov. 3:5). This journey could have taken around a month. Eventually he 
arrived on the outskirts of the city at evening time. The first thing he does is to pray for God’s 
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intervention on “this day.” If we want God’s guidance we have to seek God’s guidance. It is 
interesting that this man addresses God as Jehovah the Covenant God. The servant 
acknowledged that the fact that the God of Abraham is faithful to His promises, which gave him 
boldness in prayer. He asks for specific and unambiguous guidance from God, “And let it come to 
pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, 
Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac.”  

Essentially the servant wants a woman of character whom God has chosen. It is notable 
that the servant did not ask for a damsel that was most attractive looking, wealthiest or from a 
noble and educated background. He did not hire a PR agent to organise a “Miss Nahor” beauty 
contest to win the hand of a wealthy young heir. After all, the world would reason that Sarah had 
been a beautiful woman so Isaac would need someone of that background. He simply requested 
a wife with the heart of a servant. Abraham had many servants so Isaac’s wife would likely not be 
required to carry out such menial tasks. But what this servant was looking for was a wife whose 
heart was selfless. There was godly wisdom in that, as selfishness is like a cancer in a marriage. 
Sarah had a servant’s heart (Gen. 18:6) and a submissive heart (1 Peter 3:6), which is why 
Abraham was so sorrowful in her passing. Isaac needed a bride like his mother. It would be wise 
for all unmarried young people to pray for a spouse with a servant’s heart.  
 
And i t  came to  pass ,  be fore  he  had done  speaking ,  that ,  beho ld ,  Rebekah came out ,  who was born to  Bethue l ,  

son o f  Mil cah ,  the  wi f e  o f  Nahor ,  Abraham’s  bro ther ,  w i th  her  p i t cher  upon her  shou lder .  And the  damse l  

was very  fa i r  to  look upon,  a  v i rg in ,  ne i ther  had any man known her :  and she  went  down to  the  we l l ,  and 

f i l l ed  her  p i t cher ,  and came up .  And the  s e rvant  ran to  mee t  her ,  and sa id ,  Let  me ,  I  pray  thee ,  dr ink a l i t t l e  

water  o f  thy  p i t cher .  And she  sa id ,  Drink,  my lord :  and she  has t ed ,  and l e t  down her  p i t cher  upon her  hand,  

and gave  h im dr ink.  And when she  had done  g iv ing  h im dr ink,  she  sa id ,  I  wi l l  draw water  fo r  thy  camels  

a l so ,  unt i l  they  have  done  dr inking .  And she  has t ed ,  and empt i ed  her  p i t cher  in to  the  t rough ,  and ran aga in 

unto  the  we l l  to  draw water ,  and drew for  a l l  h i s  camels .  (v15-20) 

 
Abraham’s servant had requested that the Lord will guide through providential circumstances. 
The amazing thing is that while he was praying the Lord was already answering the prayer (cf. 
Isa. 65:24). The servant’s answer to prayer is a beautiful and young woman named Rebekah. God 
honoured his faith in the wisdom of divine providence, as Rebekah’s action matched his prayer 
request down to the finest detail.  

A camel can drink about 20 gallons and there were ten thirsty camels with the servant. 
All the water would be drawn by hand. So this test was no light thing. It would require an intense 
workout to do this for a total stranger. The odds were against a woman being willing to do this. 
She would have to be a woman of a true servant’s heart to carry out this task. Rebekah did not 
complain about such an onerous request to the stranger but showed courtesy “my lord” and 
“hasted” to serve him. The servant did not need to ask her to water his camels, as she immediately 
took on this demanding task herself. This was not a mere show, as Rebekah knew nothing of the 
reasons for the stranger’s appearance. She served simply because it was the pattern of her life. 
This young woman believed in, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might” (Eccl. 9:10). If 
she has to be a servant, she would be one to the glory of God, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  

Rebekah showed herself faithful in these areas and God honoured her selfless heart (cf. 
Matt. 25:21). This act of kindness would prove life changing. There is a good application for all 
here. When we serve others unconditionally, then this will attract the blessing of God in ways 
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that we cannot predict. If you want a godly spouse you need to be the kind of person a godly 
spouse will be looking for. Rebekah was transparent and genuine in her behaviour. There is no 
need to engage in worldly games to attract a life partner. The idea of “trapping” or “playing hard 
to get” strategies should have no place in Christian courtship.  
 
And the  man wonder ing  a t  her  he ld  h i s  peace ,  to  wi t  whether  the  LORD had made h i s  journey  prosperous  or  

no t .  And i t  came to  pass ,  as  the  camels  had done  dr inking ,  that  the  man took a go lden earr ing  o f  ha l f  a  

sheke l  we ight ,  and two brace l e t s  fo r  her  hands o f  t en  sheke l s  we ight  o f  go ld ;  And sa id ,  Whose  daughter  ar t  

thou? t e l l  me ,  I  pray  thee :  i s  ther e  room in  thy  fa ther ’ s  house  fo r  us  to  lodge  in? And she  sa id  unto  h im, I  am 

the  daughter  o f  Bethue l  the  son o f  Mil cah ,  whi ch she  bare  unto  Nahor .  She sa id  moreover  unto  h im, We have  

bo th s t raw and provender  enough,  and room to  lodge  in .  And the  man bowed down his  head ,  and worsh ipped 

the  Lord .  And he  sa id ,  Bles s ed  be  the  LORD God o f  my master  Abraham, who hath not  l e f t  des t i tu t e  my 

master  o f  h i s  mercy  and h i s  t ru th :  I  be ing  in  the  way ,  the  LORD led  me to  the  house  o f  my master ' s  bre thren .  

(v21-27) 

 

This servant wisely looked at the situation with a God-centred focus. He was not looking in a 
sceptical manner that viewed circumstances as a product of mere coincidences. The servant 
wanted the Lord to make His will clear, “to wit whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or 
not.” He knew that circumstances were the fingerprints of God. This man is sensible, sensitive, 
and prayerful in all of these matters. He was also patient in taking this matter one step at a time 
waiting on God to confirm His perfect will. It is notable that he did not give her the gifts until he 
had seen her exhibit the heart of a servant by finishing the watering of the camels. Even then he 
makes no reference to his real reason for coming. The lesson of patience and silent observation 
is needed in such matters today also. A lifelong commitment must be entered into with great 
care.  
 The servant now rewards Rebekah with some gifts and then makes some enquiries as to 
her family background. He poses another test, “I pray thee: is there room in thy father’s house for us to 
lodge in?” Her response is warm and hospitable. The servant demonstrated the correct response 
to God’s goodness – a prayer of acknowledgement and thanksgiving. He acknowledged that 
because of God’s merciful and truthful character, “I being in the way, the LORD led me.” This 
servant made clear that although God is working in the shadows of providence He is clearly 
directing all events. The God of Abraham answers prayer, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). The servant 
knew that God wonderfully led him 500 miles across the desert to just the right woman to fulfill 
His plan. 
 
DOCTRINE OF PROVIDENCE 
 
The doctrine of providence means that God works within creation to manage all things 
according to the “immutable counsel of His own will” (Westminster Confession of Faith, V, I) in 
order that they may accomplish the ends for which they were created. In English the word 
“providence” is made up from two Latin words - “pro” and “video” which when put together, 
literally meaning “to see before.” The providence of God means that He not only sees 
whatsoever will come to pass but that He upholds all things, He governs and directs all events; in 
all time and in every circumstance for His own glory. All mankind is hemmed in by it. Man has 
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no true foresight and knows not what a day will bring forth. Only God perfectly knows the 
future and only God has the power to act upon the basis of foreknowledge.  

The Scriptures reveal God as not only here with us but also that He is everywhere, within 
and without, sustaining all things, and guiding every event in history to a glorious consummation. 
Almighty God rules nations, families, and also individuals. He works often hidden amid the 
shadows, undetected by so many but still at work weaving a cosmic tapestry in the lives of His 
saints to demonstrate His glory and power. Providence is the hand of God in the glove of 
human history. Only those who believe in the God of Scripture truly understand the might of 
God’s providential dealings. 

The Bible repeatedly declares that God is the ultimate governor of the universe, “who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11). No person or circumstance could 
thwart the sovereign plan of God for any believer. John Calvin put it well, “Indeed, the principal 
purpose of Biblical history is to teach that the Lord watches over the ways of the saints with 
such great diligence that they do not even stumble over a stone (Psa. 91:12).” No matter what 
your problem is today, remember God is at work in the midst of it. He knows, He cares, and He 
is working through it for your ultimate good. Look for the finger of God in even the common 
events of your life. There are no accidents with God, only incidents as His divine plan is working 
itself out in your life. The doctrine of divine providence assures us that even in the worst 
moments of life we may testify, “Life is hard but God is good.” The story of God’s providential 
guidance in Genesis 24 should also remind us that our God makes no mistakes.  

 

My Father ’s  way may twis t  and turn,  
My heart  may throb and ache  

But in my soul  I ’m glad I know, 
He maketh no mistake.  

 
My cher ished plans may go astray ,  

My hopes may fade away,  
But s t i l l  I ’ l l  t rust  my Lord to l ead 

For He doth know the way.  
 

Tho’  night be dark and i t  may seem 
That day wi l l  never  break, 

I ’ l l  p in my fai th,  my al l  in Him, 
He maketh no mistake.  

 
There ’s  so much now I cannot see ,  

My eyes ight ’ s  far too dim; 
But come what may,  I ’ l l  s imply trust 

And leave i t  a l l  to  Him. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What is the most difficult aspect for you in determining God’s will? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. How did Abraham determine the will of God for Isaac?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What lessons can we learn from the approach of Abraham’s servant? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 


