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Introduction 
_________________________ 
 
The story of Joseph is one of the great dramas of the Bible. He is the last of 
7 prominent saints in Genesis after Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Indeed, more is written about him in Genesis that any of the 
others. Joseph went from the privileges of a favoured son in a wealthy home 
to slavery; then to find himself promoted to senior rank in Potiphar’s house; 
only to be then thrown into prison on false charges; before finally elevated 
to the office of Prime Minister in the most powerful empire of that time. 

Joseph shows a deep sense of righteousness and a living faith in God. 
Throughout his life, he demonstrates the triumph of faith. Joseph never 
complained; he never compromised. He had no Bible to guide him and 
Christ was only in promise and shadow revealed to him. His early 
righteousness is superior to his father in moral rectitude, unselfishness and 
trust in God. The world says, “when in Rome do as Rome does” but Joseph 
never subscribed to this creed. His life glorified God and has instructed 
millions throughout the centuries.  

Joseph is truly a remarkable man. As Boice says, “He was loved and 
hated, favored and abused, tempted and trusted, exalted and abased. Yet at 
no point in the one-hundred-and-ten-year life of Joseph did he ever seem to 
get his eyes off God or cease to trust him. Adversity did not harden his 
character. Prosperity did not ruin him. He was the same in private as in 
public. He was a truly great man.” 

In our perverse generation and age, we sometimes feel, and even 
argue, that it is impossible for young persons to live godly Christian lives. 
We need to remember that young men like Daniel and Joseph found 
themselves in the midst of evil and paganism on a scale of a magnitude that 
we cannot hardly conceive of today. And yet in the midst of it all, they stood 
as a beacon of righteousness and boldly testified of the holiness, power, 
justice, and grace of the Lord. 
 
What does the life of Joseph teach us? 
 

(1) How to deal with envy and adversity. 
(2) Obedience to our earthly father and our Heavenly Father. 
(3) How to deal with temptation. 
(4) Forgiveness to our enemies. 
(5) Faith in God’s promises. 
(6) Acknowledging God’s Sovereignty in all things. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

Hated Without a Cause (Genesis 37:1-4) 
  
The life of Joseph is a life characterized by the leading of God’s providence. 
The doctrine is particularly prominent throughout the narrative of his 
earthly pilgrimage.  
 
PROVIDENCE IN THE LIFE OF JOSEPH 
 
The hymn writer William Cowper famously declared, “Behind a frowning 
providence He hides a smiling face.” The doctrine of Providence is that 
God provides for His creatures and creation. The life of Joseph is a locus 
classicus (classical place) of the doctrine of Providence as it is presented in 
chapters 37 through 50 of the Book of Genesis.  

The dominant theme in the life of Joseph is the providence of God. 
In English the word “providence” is made up of two words - “pro” and 
“video” which when put together, literally meaning “to see before.” The 
providence of God means that He not only sees whatsoever will come to 
pass but that He upholds all things, He governs and directs all events in all 
the time and in every circumstance for His own glory. In the words of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, “He ordains whatsoever comes to pass.”  

Therefore, there is no such thing as “coincidence” or “luck” in the 
life of a Christian. One commentator described providence as, “that 
overruling Power which is ‘wonderful in counsel and mighty in operation’ - 
which controls the free and voluntary action of intelligent creatures, even 
when prompted by a spirit of malevolence and rebellion, so as to render 
them subservient to the accomplishment of those very plans which they are 
intent upon defeating, while the guilt of the agents remains resting upon 
them in all its unabated aggravations.” 
 
EXAMPLES OF PROVIDENCE IN JOSEPH’S LIFE 
 
In chapter 37 of Genesis, God is not mentioned by name. Sceptics may 
assume He is not involved or interested in the life of Joseph. Indeed, Joseph 
may have been tempted to think this also. We cannot, however, take one 
event in isolation and make deductions about God from it. All events may 
seem insignificant but all are part of God great purpose and predestined 
plan – see Genesis 15:13-16. 
 God is weaving a cosmic tapestry in the life of Joseph and in all our 
lives today. Although the threads may appear dark but by studying the 
promises of Scripture and the illustrations of how these are worked out in 
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the lives of saints such as Joseph, Esther, and Daniel we can see God is 
weaving something of beauty. God was molding the clay of Joseph’s life on 
His potter’s wheel to prepare Joseph to finally be the ruler and savior of 
both the nation of Egypt and the surrounding nations including his own 
family. 

In chapter 50 of Genesis, Joseph famously looked back on his life 
with all of its attendant difficulties and trials. Despite his powerful position 
in the eyes of this world Joseph knew who truly was Sovereign in his life. He 
questioned rhetorically, “for am I in the place of God?” He knew his place as the 
subject creature to the Covenant God and then argues, “But as for you, ye 
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to 
save much people alive” (Gen. 50:20). 

In the life of Joseph we see many examples of what are the hidden 
smile of God behind a frowning providence. It was providence that a man 
noted Joseph seeking his brothers in Shechem; it was providence that this 
man just happened to overhear Joseph’s brothers saying that they were 
moving on to Dothan; it was providence that his brothers threw him into an 
empty pit; it was providence that Reuben was away when the Midianites 
came along; it was providence that led him to be sold to Potiphar; it was 
providence that led him to be in the house alone when Potiphar’s wife 
falsely accused him; it was providence that he was in jail when  the baker 
and the cupbearer were placed there; it was providence that Pharaoh had a 
dream and just at the right moment the cupbearer remembered Joseph; it 
was providence that led Jacob to send his sons to Egypt; it was providence 
that they were led to Joseph; and it was providence that at just before they 
all perished Jacob’s family moved to Egypt and prospered there. 

Joseph here could recognise some of the providential purposes in his 
sufferings. However, he could not see the far-reaching consequences of it. 
He did not see the wonderful Exodus, the great nation with the glory of its 
Law and Covenants that would emerge, and the ultimate Messianic triumph 
that would come from this lineage.  

 
And Jacob dwe l t  in  the  land where in  h i s  fa ther  was a  s t ranger ,  in  the  land o f  Canaan.  (v1)  
 
Jacob dwelt as a stranger and a pilgrim like his forefathers. Esau his brother 
had possessed another land and his descendants in the previous chapter 
began their worldly ambitions. In the world’s terms they were significant, 
but in the eyes of God inspire no more than a passing reference. The focus 
on God is on the Covenant family, which will lead on to Christ. However, 
the name after name of Esau’s descendants should remind us that God 
keeps records of every individual and all will be held accountable for their 
lives (Rev. 20:12). 

These  are  the  g enera t ions  o f  Ja cob .  Joseph ,  be ing  s even t e en  y ears  o ld ,  was  f e ed ing  the  f l o ck 



	   7	  

with h i s  bre thren ;  and the  lad  was wi th  the  sons  o f  Bi lhah,  and wi th  the  sons  o f  Zi lpah,  h i s  
fa ther ' s  w ives :  and Joseph brought  unto  h i s  fa ther  the i r  ev i l  r epor t . (v2) 

The story opens with Joseph, as a young man of seventeen, feeding the 
flock with his brethren. Like Moses and David, the future ruler learns first 
as a servant. He is a leader of sheep before he becomes a leader of men. We 
find him here motherless, hated by his brethren, favoured by his father, and 
living for God. 

Joseph was born in Haran as the eleventh son of Jacob and the first 
son of beloved Rachel. At this time his father was still serving Laban (Gen. 
29:13- 30; 30:22-24). When probably around five or six years of age he 
accompanied Jacob in his flight from the house of Laban  (Gen. 31). Jacob’s 
new name is now Israel as a result of his transforming encounter at Peniel 
with God (Gen. 32:24, 28; 48:15-16). He is now a changed man, in 
comparison with his carnal past, since he had “power with God and with men 
and hast prevailed.” However, Jacob reaped the bitter consequences in family 
tragedy and conflict of the fruit of his earlier devious ways.  

Although only 17, Joseph had already witnessed many significant 
things in his life: 
 

(1) Divided Home – This was the fruit of unbiblical polygamy and the 
favouritism of Jacob. He, especially, should have known better as 
Jacob had seen his parent’s home divided by partiality and his 
grandfather’s over polygamy.  

(2) Bad influences – Joseph’s father was a trickster, his mother a thief 
and idolater, his uncle a deceiver, and his siblings deeply cruel and 
immoral. 

(3) Joseph had witnessed his father fleeing his uncle’s home by night by 
deception and the fruits of his father’s earlier deception in their 
humiliating and frightful encounter with Esau. He had witnessed his 
father attempting to purge the family from idolatry as well as the 
consequences of his half-sister’s rape and his brethren’s cruel 
massacre of the people of Shechem. No doubt, he had also seen the 
grief of his father over Reuben’s adultery and the deaths of Deborah, 
Rachel, and Isaac. 

 
Character is forged through such crises. God makes a man godly before He 
will make him great. As the favourite of Jacob, Joseph during his formative 
years was blessed by knowing his father when his father was more spiritual. 
No doubt Jacob deeply concerned over the ungodly character of his grown 
up sons invested time and interest in Joseph’s spiritual growth. Joseph may 
also have been influenced by the spiritual gentleness of his grandfather Isaac 
in his latter years. 
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We are told that Joseph was “feeding the flock” with the four younger half-
brothers from the concubine wives, Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid, who bore 
Gad and Asher and Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid, who bore Dan and 
Naphtali. It may have been that they were learning the trade of shepherding 
whilst their older brothers were working.  
 

Now Israe l  loved  Joseph more  than a l l  h i s  ch i ldren ,  be cause  he  was the  son o f  h i s  o ld  age :  
and he  made h im a coa t  o f  many co lours .  (v3)  

 
Jacob favoured Joseph and the father made him a coat of many colours. 
This coat may have been a long sleeved tunic and clearly had some 
significance as it provoked great animosity in his brothers. Some argue that 
it was an insignia of his authority, as the heir to their birthright forfeited by 
the older brothers. It is clear that at least Reuben’s birthright was taken from 
him and given to another (1 Chron. 5:1). Others see it as a sign that Joseph 
was simply not required to do manual labour.  
 
There may have been mitigating reasons for Jacob’s favouritism towards 
Joseph: 
 

(1) Jacob may have feared the corrupting influence of the older brothers 
on Joseph. 

(2) Jacob saw the spiritual potential in Joseph to guide the household in 
the future. The expression “son of his old age” may carry the idea of “a 
wise son” who possessed wisdom above his years as Benjamin was 
the youngest. 

(3) Joseph may have suffered from the cruel ways of his ten older 
brothers. 

(4) Joseph had no mother so Jacob sought to comfort him by the extra 
attention. 

(5) Joseph was probably a handsome child (Gen. 39:6) as he had a 
beautiful mother and this coupled with his obedient and godly 
character drew his father to him. This “model child” was everything 
Jacob aspired for in all his sons. 

 
We are told that Joseph brought an “evil report” to his father against his 
brothers. Some commentators have tried to portray Joseph as a talebearer. 
However, we need to remember that we know that these were very immoral 
and wicked young men. Of the ten oldest sons of Jacob, we know Reuben, 
the eldest, was grossly immoral (Gen. 35:22; 49:3-4), Simeon and Levi were 
cruel and revengeful (Gen. 49:7; cf. 34:1-31), Judah married a Canaanite 
woman and was also grossly immoral (Gen. 38:1-2, 15-17). Indeed, all ten 
older brothers were accessories to the cruelty to Joseph and in the deception 
to Jacob. The Bible does not idealise its characters, but candidly reveals what 
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grace through the workings of Providence can even do in the lives of such a 
family.  
 Joseph had a sensitive conscience for evil and to remain silent would 
have been a sin in these circumstances, especially if he was given oversight 
over his brothers. Subsequent history shows: that he was not a revengeful 
person, that he clearly loved his brethren (Gen. 50:17-21), and that he feared 
God above sin (Gen. 39:9). Joseph’s life demonstrates that it is possible to 
obey the Lord, even when we’re mistreated and others around us are 
disobedient. Doubtless he was shocked coming from the love and godly 
fellowship of his father’s circle when thrown into the midst of these sinful 
and wild young men. 
  

And when h i s  bre thren  saw that  the i r  fa ther  loved  h im more  than a l l  h i s  bre thren ,  they  
hated  h im, and cou ld  not  speak peaceab ly  unto  h im. (v4)  

 
Being honest towards the sins of those you love has never been popular. As 
Matthew Henry says, 
 

Jacob’s sons did that, when they were from under his eye, which they 
durst not have done if they had been at home with him; but Joseph 
gave his father an account of their bad carriage, that he might reprove 
and restrain them; not as a malicious tale-bearer, to sow discord, but as 
a faithful brother, who, when he durst not admonish them himself, 
represented their faults to one that had authority to admonish them. 
Note, [1.] It is common for friendly monitors to be looked upon as 
enemies. Those that hate to be reformed hate those that would reform 
them, Proverbs 9:8. [2.] It is common for those that are beloved of 
God to be hated by the world; whom Heaven blesses, hell curses. To 
those to whom God speaks comfortably wicked men will not speak 
peaceably. 

 
Joseph was hated “without a cause,” like Jesus Christ by his brethren (Luke 
19:14; John 1:11; 15:24-25). Indeed, the image of Christ is often visible in 
the life of Joseph. This envy and hatred was the fruit of their own sin as 
Joseph was not to blame. However, Jacob should have been wise enough 
not to have shown partiality to Joseph and to have protected him from the 
explosive envy of cruel brothers. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

The Cancer of Envy (Genesis 37:5-11) 
 

In this era of redemptive history, God sovereignly entered into a covenant 
relationship with a succession of family heads. This involved the covenantal 
promises being passed on through generations. However, this was by divine 
election of the recipients e.g. God often bypassed the natural firstborn such 
as Ishmael, Esau, and Reuben. 

In the introduction to this series it is evident that this home that 
Joseph grew up in a deeply divided and troubled family. This was the 
product of parental wrong choices and evil influences including polygamy. 
As Maclaren explained “the history of Jacob’s household strikingly illustrates 
the miserable evils of polygamy, which makes families within the family, and 
turns brothers into enemies.”  

Yet, the story of Joseph reveals that God can bring good out of 
parental failure, family divisions, and evil influences if a man truly loves God 
and responds to His call on his life. Early in the inspired Scriptures, God 
traces a wonderful illustration of His providential care and sovereign 
oversight of the lives of His children. 

In the midst of the darkness and evil of his brothers, Joseph stands 
out as a beacon of light and hope for this family. Joseph truly was a rose 
among thorns. His brothers, by contrast, were just like the immoral and 
cruel Canaanites around them now. They were un-separated and worldly 
men. Indeed, one of the providences of God in using Joseph to bring the 
whole family down to Egypt was probably to prevent them being absorbed 
into the culture and religion of the Canaanites.  

The secret to popularity in this world is conformity to its values and 
practices. There are many believers who can just blend in with whatever 
crowd they find themselves with. However, the Scriptures warn us against 
such conformity (Rom. 12:1). Joseph was prepared to stand for God even if 
this made him unpopular. He knew that good character is of eternal value.  

We are told concerning Joseph in Acts 7:9 that, “God was with him.” 
For whenever a man stands by God, then God will always stand by him. 
Believers like Daniel would rather be in the lions’ den with God, than out of 
it without Him. Before God elevated Joseph as a ruler over Egypt, the Lord 
would take him down a long hard path to prepare him. This would begin 
with envy and alienation; then persecution and humiliation before 
exaltation. 
 
And Joseph dreamed a  dream, and he  to ld  i t  h i s  bre thren :  and they  hated  h im ye t  the  more .  

(v5)  
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It is difficult to find a parallel of the depravity in the sons of Adam as we see 
in these brothers. Certainly it demonstrates that man’s inhumanity to man is 
not a novel or recent phenomenon. Ten grown men burning in their envy 
and hatred for their tenderhearted and loving teenage brother were willing 
to commit murder. The spirit of Cain and Esau - not Christ - consumes 
them. We are told 3 times they hated him in five verses. Yes these men were 
sons of Abraham, but they were also sons Adam as well as. 

Although Joseph is the central character in these chapters, we must 
never forget that God is using Joseph as His instrument in forming a nation 
out of all the sons of Jacob. This would truly be a work of Divine grace.  
 
ENVY 
 
Envy was the root problem of the brothers’ hatred of Joseph. The 
inheritance of Jacob was a considerable one and it carried with it the 
illustrious name of Abraham and Isaac as well. Doubtless, the older brothers 
were particularly interested in the material benefits and social status it 
carried.  Hebrews 12:15 warn of a “root of bitterness.” This root can easily 
produce a “shoot” and manifest in “evil fruit.” James tells us that “bitter 
envying” is “devilish” and “where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil 
work” (James 3:14-16). Proverbs 14:30 inform us that envy is “the rottenness of 
the bones.”  
 The underlying premise of envy is man’s resistance to God’s 
sovereign will. God is sovereign and in His wisdom and providence gives to 
each what He deems best. Ultimately, envy is a forlorn attempt to dethrone 
God. This resentment against God and will lead to hatred of God. Envy too 
often serves as the motivation for evil acts as Joseph’s brothers “moved with 
envy, sold Joseph into Egypt” (Acts 7: 9). This resentment is that you feel you are 
denied something and is also directed against those who have what you 
want. Joseph had no control over his birth, his father’s partiality or his 
ultimate destiny. 

Envy can strike at any time and in the most unlikely of people. It 
destroys marriages, careers, ministries, and friendships. Kent Hughes gives 
an interesting illustration,  
 

An ancient story from the fourth century tells of inexperienced 
demons finding great difficulty in tempting a godly hermit. They 
lured him with every manner of temptation, but he could not be 
enticed. Frustrated, the imps returned to Satan and recited their 
plight. He responded that they had been far too hard on the monk. 
“Send him a message,” he said, “that his brother has just been made 
bishop of Antioch. Bring him good news.” Mystified by the devil’s 
advice, the demons nevertheless returned and dutifully reported the 
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wonderful news to the hermit. And, in that very instant, he fell - into 
deep, wicked jealousy. 

 
Envy has a number of consequences: 
 

(1) Hurts others. 
(2) Hurts ourselves - if given a foothold in our lives will suck all the joy 

out. 
(3) Removes us as far as possible from the image of Christ. 
(4) Conforms us to the image of the devil. 

 
By contrast, a loving person is never jealous and rejoices in the blessings of 
others (1 Cor. 13: 4). If love for Christ fills our lives and if we are satisfied 
with Him then there is no place for envy. This true love can conquer envy. 
 

And he  sa id  unto  them, Hear ,  I  pray  you ,  th i s  dream which  I  have  dreamed:  For ,  beho ld ,  
we  were  b ind ing  sheaves  in  the  f i e ld ,  and ,  lo ,  my shea f  arose ,  and a l so  s tood upr igh t ;  and ,  

beho ld ,  your  sheaves  s tood round about ,  and made obe i sance  to  my shea f .  (v6-7)  
 
Joseph was given two dreams. The first was an agrarian one, which may well 
foreshadow the future of Joseph in Egypt. Although the brothers were 
shepherds, they easily understood the meaning in the dream.  
 Many commentators have criticized Joseph for revealing this first 
dream. They say he was immature, proud, and naïve. However, this is not a 
conclusion we should immediately assume. We are explicitly told that “God 
was with him” and his character as it unfolds throughout Genesis does not 
suggest a man that is naïve or proud. Indeed, even if he was naïve that is not 
a sin in a 17 year old boy. Certainly the Bible does not say he was bragging. 
 It should be noted that these dreams seem to be revelations from 
God. As Calvin says, “God, however, revealed in dreams what he would do, 
that afterwards it might be known that nothing had happened fortuitously: 
but that what had been fixed by a celestial decree, was at length, in its 
proper time, carried forward through circuitous windings to its completion.” 
Joseph is obviously enthused over these dreams in how he introduces 
them. Indeed, we do not read of God speaking to him directly before like 
this or ever again. 

Certainly, his father Jacob had two such revelations previously and 
Joseph must have been aware of this and their significance. This would have 
placed upon him a sense of responsibility to share with his errant brethren. 
May be he thought these truths would convict them of their sin. It is notable 
that Joseph does not embellish these dreams but recounts them as fact. 
Another thing to be considered is that God could have directed Joseph to 
share these dreams. We do not have enough information here to assume a 
reproach against Joseph’s character. 
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And his  bre thren  sa id  to  h im,  Shal t  thou indeed  r e i gn  over  us?  or  sha l t  thou indeed  have  

dominion over  us?  And they  hated  h im ye t  the  more  fo r  h i s  dreams,  and for  h i s  words .  (v8)  

 
Joseph’s brothers instead of being convicted hate him the more. Initially, 
they hated his person and now they hate him for his revelations and his 
words. It is obvious from their reaction that they knew that this dream was 
more than an idle tale. It seems they knew that this was God’s sovereign will 
being revealed but they refused to accept it. In their pride they are adamant 
that Joseph will never rule over them.  
 

And he  dreamed ye t  another  dream, and to ld  i t  h i s  bre thren ,  and sa id ,  Beho ld ,  I  have  
dreamed a  dream more ;  and ,  beho ld ,  the  sun and the  moon and the  e l ev en  s tars  made 

obe i sance  to  me .  (v9)  

Many argue that even if Joseph was right or naïve in revealing the first 
dream to his brethren that he was certainly wrong to reveal the second 
dream. Again, however, we do not have enough information to come to a 
definitive judgment. Joseph could have been instructed by God to do so. He 
may also have felt that a second dream would reinforce the validity of the 
first and convict his brethren (c.f. Gen. 41:32).  
 

And he  to ld  i t  to  h i s  fa ther ,  and to  h i s  bre thren :  and h i s  fa ther  r ebuked h im, and sa id  
unto  h im,  What i s  th i s  dream that  thou has t  dreamed? Shal l  I  and thy  mother  and thy  

bre thren  indeed  come to  bow down ourse lv e s  to  thee  to  the  ear th?  (v10)  

 
The second dream replicates most of the message of the first, although this 
time it includes the parents. Unlike Pharaoh’s later dreams, these dreams 
seemed obvious in their interpretation to all. 

Jacob’s rebuke is sometimes used to argue that Joseph was wrong to 
reveal the second dream. However, Jacob does not rebuke Joseph for 
revealing the dream but for the content. Jacob as the head of the family 
could not envisage ever bowing before a boy like Joseph.  
 Jacob should have been more considered in his reaction. Bearing in 
mind his previous discernment of the godly and prophetic character of 
Joseph, Jacob should have recalled that he had two significant dreams (Gen 
28 and Gen 31). He knew that in such divine revelations Joseph did not 
control the content. The issue was not what Joseph intended but what God 
intended. If Jacob believed that God had truly spoken in these dreams he 
should not have rebuked Joseph. Indeed, he should have used them to 
rebuke his wayward older sons.  
 

And his  bre thren  env i ed  h im;  but  h i s  fa ther  observed  the  say ing .  (v11)  

 
The reaction of the natural carnal man to any revelation of divine election is 
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hated and envy against God’s plan and purpose. This is clearly seen in the 
reaction of the older brothers who despise and hate God’s sovereign will. 
Interestingly, when the plot to kill him is first conceived, the dreams are 
stated as a prominent reason for their anger and motivation. The more God 
speaks to them the more they despise His revelation. The idea that their 
younger brother would rule over them is “a bitter pill for them to swallow” 
even if this is decided by God.  

Jacob, although chaffing about some aspects of it, ponders like Mary 
in his heart. Calvin argues that he must have known that this was true as “he 
is afterwards said seriously to have considered it.” It seems Jacob knew this 
was from God and ultimately he had learned that it cannot be contested. It 
appears they confirmed what he had discerned of the future potential of 
Joseph already. 

Joseph never reacted to the envy of his brethren or the unjust chiding 
of his father. It is evident that from his youth he was a meek and gentle 
giant of the faith.  Joseph, as Calvin says, truly bears “a lively image of 
Christ.”  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It does not appear that Joseph was motivated by self-interest or vanity in 
revealing these dreams to his family. The dreams were in fact grace from 
God to this family in guiding them as to the future for the family. Joseph 
will one day become the second most powerful man on the earth. The 
message may have been unpleasant for his brothers to hear, but they needed 
to hear the truth. Bitter lessons would be learned by so many that could 
have been avoided if they had dimply submitted to God’s sovereign will in 
electing Joseph to the place of authority in the home.  

The great irony is that the envy and murderous hatred of the older 
brothers will catalyze the rise of Joseph over them. Their greatest fears are 
about to be realized through their own actions. No man, devil, or 
circumstance can ever fight the Sovereign purpose of God and overcome. 
God will use the hatred, rejection, and treachery of Joseph in order to bring 
about one of His designs.  

The tranquil and pampered life of Joseph is about to end in a most 
abrupt manner. No doubt these dreams that sustained Joseph through the 
trial of the pit, Potiphar’s house and the prison. The revelation of God for 
his life would try and test Joseph. As Psalm 105:19 records, “Until the time 
that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him.” However, this man would 
hold on to God’s promises through the deep valleys of suffering and 
humiliation. 

 
 

The i l l s  we see  the myster i es  o f  sorrow deep and long ,  
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The dark enigmas o f  permit t ed wrong,  -  Have a l l  one key :  
This  s t range ,  sad wor ld i s  but  our Father ’ s  s choo l ;  

All  chance  and change His love  shal l  grandly  overrule .  
 

F.  R. Havergal  
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

Unprecedented Evil (Genesis 37:12-36) 
 
The Bible is a most honest book about the people it writes about. Many of 
the great heroes of the faith are shown to have feet of clay. However, few 
young men are presented as so godly in the Scriptures as Joseph. Brought up 
in a very unhealthy environment, he left a mark for God by his character, 
consistency, and wisdom. Millions have been gripped by his tale. It brings 
hope to all that have been raised in the worst of backgrounds that no matter 
your ancestry, your upbringing, the thinness of your wallet, or even your 
education that God can bring great good in a life this. 

Although Joseph’s brothers were depraved in their thinking, they 
understood the implications of his dreams. Their envy toward his person 
and rejection of his dreams were not a matter of intellect but a matter of the 
heart. All rejection of God’s Will is this. This was a matter of moral 
blindness leading to prejudice and then hatred. If they believed that Joseph’s 
dreams were divine in origin, they must have known that God’s ultimate 
purpose was impossible to resist. Yet they still endeavoured to do so. The 
story of the whole human race has been an attempt to overthrow the 
revealed Will of God. 

Joseph will be caught up in a swirl of events over which he has no 
control. From a privileged and beloved son, he is going to endure the 
feelings of grief, physical pain, betrayal, helplessness, humiliation, and fear 
of an unknown but seemingly bleak future as a slave. All in the space of 24 
hours! Joseph saw the glory of the future in his dreams but he did not see 
the many troubles that were to precede it.  
 

And his  bre thren  went  to  f e ed  the i r  fa ther ' s  f l o ck in  Shechem. (v12)  
 

Shechem was a place where Jacob’s sons had a history of getting in trouble 
in so it was no wonder that Jacob was concerned about them. Did Jacob 
think about the danger to Joseph or did his concern for his sons override 
this? It is not impossible that he sent Joseph hoping that my using Joseph as 
a servant concerning their welfare the brothers’ hatred would dissipate.  

Little did Jacob know that by sending Joseph to Shechem, this would 
cause him 22 years of unimaginable grief and endless trials for Joseph. None 
of us truly know what a day will bring forth. Jacob was not a good example 
as a parent – his favouritism of Joseph was injudicious as William Edelman 
states,  
 

Though a child may possess some excellence, which may justly 
recommend him more peculiarly to his parents’ love, yet a prudent 
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parent will make no difference between one child and another, except 
it should be required by some act of obedience, or disobedience, on 
the part of the child. An impartial and steady hand should always 
appear in parental government. 
 

In their rejection of Joseph in Chapter 37, we see again the image of Christ 
stamped on Joseph’s life. The New Testament tells us that the Saviour, 
“came unto His own but His own received Him not” (John 1:11). In fact this was 
part of Stephen’s argument in his sermon of Acts 7.  

These brothers of Joseph were Israelites who were circumcised and 
knew the great covenantal promises yet they sold their own brother to the 
uncircumcised. They sold him into slavery as if he was an animal or piece of 
property into a life of indignity and affliction. Although this is a pale analogy 
of what the Jews did to Christ, Joseph knew somewhat what it was to 
endure the fellowship of the sufferings of Christ (Phil. 3:10). 
 

And Israe l  sa id  unto  Joseph ,  Do not  thy  bre thren  f e ed  the  f lo ck in  Shechem? come,  and I  
wi l l  s end thee  unto  them. And he  sa id  to  h im,  Here  am I .  And he  sa id  to  h im,  Go,  I  pray  
thee ,  s e e  whether  i t  be  we l l  w i th  thy  bre thren ,  and we l l  w i th  the  f l o cks ;  and br ing  me word 

aga in .  So he  s en t  h im out  o f  the  va l e  o f  Hebron ,  and he  came to  Shechem. (v13-14) 

 
Joseph’s obedience to the wishes of his father is immediate and without 
complaint. As an intelligent boy, he cannot have been unaware of the risks 
of meeting his brothers - for if they refused to speak peaceably to him at 
home, he must have feared their reaction away from the protection of his 
father.  

Joseph’s obedience will seem to bring disaster to his life but 
ultimately would bring great good. It would take more than 20 years for 
Joseph to fully understand this, but he would learn this lesson as few have. 
He was prepared to simply do the will of God and leave God to guide the 
consequences. God is not obliged to explain Himself to us. Good does not 
always immediately flow from evil, which often disorientates us as we make 
personal comfort an immediate requirement in our trials. 
 

And a c e r ta in  man found h im, and,  beho ld ,  he  was wander ing  in  the  f i e ld :  and the  man 
asked h im,  say ing ,  What s e ekes t  thou? And he  sa id ,  I  s e ek my bre thren :  t e l l  me ,  I  pray  

thee ,  where  they  f e ed  the i r  f l o cks .  And the  man sa id ,  They  are  depar t ed  hence ;  f o r  I  heard 
them say ,  Let  us  go  to  Dothan.  And Joseph went  a f t e r  h i s  bre thren ,  and found them in  

Dothan.  (v15-17) 

A “certain man” met him. God always has such a person to carry out 
unwittingly His providential will. The world thinks such events are 
coincidence but we know better. Dothan is thought to be 25 miles further 
on and would be a long journey for such a young man alone. Joseph was 
persistent in obeying his father. If he was half-hearted, he had the perfect 
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excuse for going back home.   
 
And when they  saw h im a far  o f f ,  ev en  be for e  he  came near  unto  them, they  consp ir ed  aga ins t  

h im to  s lay  h im.  (v18)  

 
This is one of the most spine-chilling episodes in the Bible - nine grown 
men plotting the demise of a teenage brother. Outside of Calvary, it is hard 
to think of a darker deed in the history of fallen man.  The narrator 
emphasizes their intense hatred for him – they were plotting to kill him even 
more he arrived. Probably, it was the infamous coat they spotted first in the 
distance that they recognized him by. The great irony was that as he was 
travelling alone thinking only of their welfare, they were plotting his death 
because of their unrestrained pride, envy, and hatred. The murderous spirit 
of Cain against Abel and Esau against Jacob manifests again in the families 
of fallen humanity. 
 
And they  sa id  one  to  another ,  Beho ld ,  th i s  dreamer  cometh .  Come now there for e ,  and l e t  us  
s lay  h im,  and cas t  h im in to  some p i t ,  and we wi l l  say ,  Some ev i l  beas t  hath devoured  h im:  

and we sha l l  s e e  what  wi l l  b e come o f  h i s  dreams.  (v19-20) 

Their murderous intent was coupled with lying as they plotted, “We will say, 
Some evil beast hath devoured him.” One sin swiftly leads to another when 
you go down this path. We also see their rebellion against the Sovereign Will 
of God as they sneer, “we shall see what shall become of his dreams.” They had no 
belief in the sovereign power of God. Many have thought likewise to their 
ultimate cost.  
 

And Reuben heard i t ,  and he  de l i v er ed  h im out  o f  the i r  hands ;  and sa id ,  Let  us  no t  k i l l  
h im.  And Reuben sa id  unto  them, Shed no b lood ,  but  cas t  h im in to  th i s  p i t  tha t  i s  in  the  
wi lderness ,  and lay  no  hand upon h im;  that  he  might  r id  h im out  o f  the i r  hands ,  to  de l i v e r  

h im to  h i s  fa ther  aga in .  (v21-22) 

Some feel Reuben here was not sincere and half-hearted in his attempt. 
They argue he was trying to curry favour with his father or that he wanted 
to ensure a favourable relationship with Joseph in the future. Although we 
can criticize Reuben for not being forceful enough to protect Joseph, it 
must be conceded that these were mean men to oppose and he may have 
endangered his own life by being too forthright. It must also be noted that 
Reuben had the most to lose from Joseph’s continued existence as the 
chosen heir as Reuben was the oldest. 
 
And i t  came to  pass ,  when Joseph was come unto  h i s  bre thren ,  that  they  s t r ip t  Joseph out  o f  
h i s  coa t ,  h i s  coa t  o f  many co lours  that  was  on h im; And they  took h im, and cas t  h im in to  a  

p i t :  and the  p i t  was  empty ,  ther e  was  no  water  in  i t .  (v23-24) 

After stripping him of his envied coat, they cast him into a pit, which was 
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providentially empty from water or wild beasts. Pitilessly they sit down to 
eat while their teenage brother languishes in a pit nearby left to starve to 
death. They had no loss of appetite or pang of conscience. Heartlessness is 
twinned with their murderous hatred. They were indifferent to his 
innocence or his pleas as 22 years later they attest, “we are verily guilty concerning 
our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would 
not hear” (Gen. 42:21 cf. Amos 6: 6). Despite their efforts, these cries of their 
brother could not be obliterated from their minds more than two decades 
later. The way of transgressors is truly hard.  

We can only but imagine the depths of Joseph’s anguish here. 
Hungry, hurt, humiliated, and horrified at the thought of dying in this pit 
without ever seeing his beloved father again. This wonderful and sensitive 
soul must have been crushed by this incident. Did great doubt and 
questioning of God’s promises cross his mind? Did he cry to the God of his 
fathers for help? Another writer comments,  
 

Where are God’s purpose and promise now? Why, His word was as 
firm and stedfast as the everlasting hills; and through all this cross 
and contradictory providence the chariot-wheels of His truth and 
faithfulness were urging forward their irresistible progress to a 
complete accomplishment. A few years, and the tables were turned; 
Joseph, in real glory, the viceroy of Egypt; his brethren, cringing and 
trembling before him for a crust of bread. 

 
And they  sa t  down to  ea t  bread :  and they  l i f t ed  up the i r  ey e s  and looked ,  and ,  beho ld ,  a  
company o f  I shmee l i t e s  came f rom Gil ead wi th  the i r  camels  bear ing  sp i c e ry  and ba lm and 

myrrh ,  go ing  to  carry  i t  down to  Egypt .  And Judah sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  What pro f i t  i s  
i t  i f  we  s lay  our  bro ther ,  and concea l  h i s  b lood? Come,  and l e t  us  s e l l  h im to  the  

I shmee l i t e s ,  and l e t  no t  our  hand be  upon h im;  fo r  he  i s  our  bro ther  and our  f l e sh .  And h is  
bre thren  were  conten t .  Then ther e  passed  by  Midiani t e s  mer chantmen;  and they  drew and 

l i f t ed  up Joseph out  o f  the  p i t ,  and so ld  Joseph to  the  I shmee l i t e s  fo r  twenty  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r :  
and they  brought  Joseph in to  Egypt .  (v25-28) 

God again works His perfect plan through the greed of sinful men. 
Providentially, traders just happen to be passing at that place at that moment. 
Judah was not weighing the crime here – just the profit. Selling Joseph into 
slavery was a fate worse than death. It had the advantage of getting rid off 
the evidence of murder and enriched them all financially. Such a plan would 
appeal to greedy nature of evil men.  
 
And Reuben re turned unto  the  p i t ;  and ,  beho ld ,  Joseph was no t  in  the  p i t ;  and he  r en t  h i s  

c lo thes .  And he  r e turned  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  and sa id ,  The ch i ld  i s  no t ;  and I ,  whi ther  sha l l  
I  go?  (v29-30) 

Did Reuben fear he would get the brunt of the blame because he was the 
oldest? If he was committed to saving Joseph, he could have went after the 
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traders to Egypt. He could have informed his father of the truth instead of 
acquiescing in the deception by his silence. Certainly, Reuben does not shine 
much more brightly than the rest in the episode.  
 

And they  took Joseph ’ s  coa t ,  and ki l l ed  a  kid  o f  the  goa ts ,  and d ipped the  coa t  in  the  
b lood ;  And they  s en t  the  coa t  o f  many co lours ,  and they  brought  i t  to  the i r  fa ther ;  and sa id ,  

This  have  we  found:  know now whether  i t  be  thy  son 's  coa t  or  no .  (v31-32) 

These men could tell a lie with a straight face. Living in the household of 
Laban and Jacob would have taught them well. They care for nothing but 
themselves. Clearly, they thought through this plan carefully – they did not 
want Jacob sending them out searching for Joseph in case he found out 
about their slave trading.  

We cannot help but imagine the heartlessness of this action. Their 
aged father eagerly awaiting their return only to find out his worst fears 
realized. No doubt as he scanned the group approaching his heart sank as he 
noticed the absence of the one who was the apple of his eye. With feigned 
sorrow, they handed over the bloodstained coat that they so despised. The 
coat of many colours had another colour freshly applied – red. 
 

And he  knew i t ,  and sa id ,  I t  i s  my son ’ s  coa t ;  an ev i l  beas t  hath devoured  h im;  Joseph i s  
w i thout  doubt  r en t  in  p i e c e s .  And Jacob ren t  h i s  c lo thes ,  and put  sa ckc lo th  upon h i s  lo ins ,  

and mourned fo r  h i s  son many days .  (v33-34) 

The law of reaping and sowing is evidenced here in Jacob’s life. Three 
decades before he had deceived his father with a kid goat and with lies and 
now his sons did the same to him. Only this time it would cause much 
greater suffering to the one deceived than before. God’s providence is 
always true and just. Jacob will learn an important lesson from this episode. 
As D. L. Moody commented,  
 

The old man took it and looked at it. You can see the gray-haired old 
man examine it….years have passed away since he deceived his aged 
father, and his boys are coming back with a lie upon their lips. They 
are deceiving him: and in their hypocrisy they rose up to comfort 
their father when they knew it was a downright lie; that the boy had 
not been torn to pieces by the wild beasts, and that in all probability 
he was alive and well in Egypt. But for twenty long years the old man 
had to carry his great sorrow and burden. I can see him at night, lying 
upon his bed, and in his sleep he dreams of poor Joseph torn by the 
wild beasts; he can hear the piercing cries of that loving son. Twenty 
long years Jacob had to reap. Ah, it takes us much longer to reap than 
to sow. Jacob told that lie, and we now see him reaping it; we are not 
told that he confessed it to his father before he died, or even to Esau. 
And now we find that he is reaping just what he sowed. 
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And a l l  h i s  sons  and a l l  h i s  daughter s  rose  up to  comfor t  h im;  but  he  r e fused  to  be  

comfor t ed ;  and he  sa id ,  For  I  wi l l  go  down in to  the  g rave  unto  my son mourning .  Thus h i s  
fa ther  wept  fo r  h im.  (v35) 

 
Jacob’s grief is heart-rending. Doubtless, the uncertainty and fear of the 
exact manner of the final moments of Joseph’s believed death must have 
greatly increased Jacob’s pain. All his hopes for the future of this family 
were tied up in Joseph. His hypocritical sons tried to comfort him but no 
avail. In their heartlessness they still maintain the deception despite the clear 
affect on their aged father. Ironically, the route Joseph took to Egypt in 
chains probably took him near his father’s tent. Jacob, however, would 
manage his pain better that his sons for as one writer observed, “he lived 
every day with grief; they lived every day with guilt!” 

Jacob had gone through many recent sorrows: Dinah’s rape, genocide 
of Shechem by his sons, deaths of Deborah, Rachel, and Isaac, Reuben’s 
adultery, and now his beloved Joseph appears killed by a wild beast. 
However, we should note that they very event he was mourning, the 
Covenant God of Israel was working His perfect plan to bring the greatest 
comfort and joy from this incident.   
 

And the  Midian i t e s  so ld  h im in to  Egypt  unto  Pot iphar ,  an o f f i c e r  o f  Pharaoh ’s ,  and 
capta in  o f  the  guard .  (v36) 

 
In all of our life, we must simply rest in God’s overruling providential 
ordering of all the events of our lives.  In Acts 7:9 despite the distressing 
outward circumstances, “And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into 
Egypt: but God was with him.” God is with him and God is working through all 
these events. Joseph is in the safest place in Egypt when he is in God’s 
Hands.  

They may have taken Joseph’s coat, but they could not take his 
character. He is far away in a foreign country, which had a different: colour 
of skin, language, culture, religion, and moral values. He is seemingly alone 
without: his beloved father, friends, freedom, influence or money. But most 
of all God was with him and that was all that was ultimately needed. Lloyd 
Jones puts it well, 
 

God permits men and women to do many things. He is permitting a 
lot in this modern world, and foolish, thoughtless, ignorant people 
say, “Christianity is finished! Your God – where is He? There is no 
God? And they think they are triumphant. Oh, learn the lesson of 
history before calamity overwhelms you. “God was with him.” This is 
the whole secret. It is obvious in the case of Joseph. Go again 
through the whole story, and you will find that all along, just when 
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Joseph seemed to be in utter hopelessness, “God was with him.” 
People were given dreams, and he alone had the interpretation. God 
knew and the end was clear. He allowed the time to pass, but the end 
was certain and sure, and He brought it about at His appointed 
moment.  

 
By selling him they were only sending Joseph to the exact place that God 
wanted him to go. The very means they thought would frustrate the 
fulfillment of his dreams was being utilised by providence to promote this 
end, which would bring their future submission and obedience before their 
rejected brother. They could never have guessed that the next time they saw 
him he would be clothed in royalty, with a chain of gold round his neck, and 
the second most powerful man in the world. As William Edelman states,  

Thus doth the Lord make the wrath of man to praise him; and thus 
he permits his enemies to go just far enough to accomplish his 
purposes and to defeat their own; and to advance the honour and 
welfare of his faithful servants whom they had intended to oppose. 

Years would pass before God’s final purpose would be revealed in this 
incident. Although it may appear that Joseph’s dreams would be frustrated, 
the story is not over. The first step to realize the events of his dreams had 
now begun unbeknown to all the characters in this chapter.   
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

Overcoming Temptation (Genesis 39: 1-23) 
 
Isaac Watts famously wrote in his hymn Amazing Grace that, “through many 
dangers, toils and snares, I have already come.” God appears silent in 
chapter 37 but He is at work and Joseph believes this. We see Joseph 
acknowledging God at work throughout the next thirteen long years (Gen. 
39:9; 40:8; 41:16, 25; 45:5, 7-8; 50: 19-20; 50:24-25).  

Others may doubt under the trials of life, but Joseph keeps the 
Sovereign work of Divine providence at the forefront of his mind. I am sure 
that during this period he was baffled about how God was working His 
Sovereign plan out. We do not always understand what God has on His 
mind but we must believe He does. As the poet put it,  
 

“…..standeth God within the shadow  
Keeping watch above His own.” 

 
Although, we do not read of God speaking directly to Joseph in this 
chapter, repeatedly we are told in this chapter that, “the Lord was with him.” 
Joseph’s circumstances are going to change dramatically at times as he goes 
from Potiphar’s house to the dungeon, but God’s immutable presence never 
does. Superficially it appears that Joseph’s dreams can never be realized 
now, but God is at work. God’s plan for the life of Joseph can never be 
derailed. 

 
And Joseph was brought  down to  Egypt ;  and Pot iphar ,  an o f f i c e r  o f  Pharaoh ,  capta in  o f  

the  guard ,  an Egypt ian ,  bought  h im o f  the  hands o f  the  I shmee l i t e s ,  whi ch  had brought  h im 
down th i ther .  And the  LORD was wi th  Joseph ,  and he  was a  prosperous  man;  and he  was 

in  the  house  o f  h i s  mast er  the  Egypt ian .  (v1-2)  

Egypt was at the height of its world power and prestige when Joseph 
entered. It was also pagan, idolatrous, and grossly immoral. Providence 
brings him into the house of Potiphar. The purity and integrity of Joseph in 
chapter 39 of Genesis must be seen in sharp contrast to that of his brother 
Judah in chapter 38.  

This is a dreadful reversal of fortune for Joseph – from having 
servants to being one. These changes are phenomenal for a young teenager 
to deal with. However, Joseph would prove as faithful to God as a slave as 
he was wearing his coat of many colours. Adversity would not weaken his 
faith but strengthen it.  
 Joseph could have sulked, been bitter, or plotted his revenge. 
Another temptation was to play dumb here in order to do the minimum to 
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get by. Instead, he threw himself into the circumstances providence brought 
him into and must have mastered the language, culture, and duties. As 
Luther commented, “he must have been the first up and the last to bed.” 
Joseph believed in, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might.” If Joseph has to be a servant, he would be one to the glory of God. 
However, this is not a “rags to riches” tale as the secret is clear – the  Lord 
was with him .  
 
And his  master  saw that  the  LORD was wi th  h im,  and that  the  LORD made a l l  that  he  
d id  to  prosper  in  h i s  hand.  And Joseph found grace  in  h i s  s i gh t ,  and he  s e rved  h im:  and he  
made h im over s e e r  over  h i s  house ,  and a l l  that  he  had he  put  in to  h i s  hand.  And i t  came to  

pass  f rom the  t ime that  he  had made h im over s e e r  in  h i s  house ,  and over  a l l  tha t  he  had ,  
that  the  LORD bles s ed  the  Egypt ian ’s  house  fo r  Joseph ’s  sake ;  and the  b l e s s ing  o f  the  

LORD was upon a l l  tha t  he  had in  the  house ,  and in  the  f i e ld .  And he l e f t  a l l  that  he  had 
in  Joseph ’s  hand;  and he  knew not  ought  he  had ,  save  the  bread which  he  d id  ea t .  And 

Joseph was a  good ly  per son ,  and we l l  favoured .  (v3-6)  

We must not assume that these changes took place overnight – he may have 
been 11 years in the house of Potiphar. God often blesses unbelievers 
because of the presence of the godly (Gen. 30:27). Luck had nothing to do 
with Joseph’s rise. Both Laban and Potiphar recognized this. Probably, 
Joseph witnessed to Potiphar through this, as his wife knew his origins 
(v14). This is part of being a good testimony as epistles seen and read of all 
men. Like Enoch, this young man “walked with God” and “pleased God.” 

Joseph is now favoured by God and by man. Life was about as good 
for him as a slave could have ever dreamed possible. This relatively happy 
and upward trajectory would not last. The devil had observed that 
bitterness, laziness, and power had not got to Joseph. Now, he tries an old 
temptation – lust. Certainly, this incident delineates that this particular 
temptation is not novel to our age. There is not a believer that has not been 
tempted with wrong motivation, materially, over position, and sensually. 
 
And i t  came to  pass  a f t e r  thes e  th ings ,  that  h i s  mast er ’ s  w i f e  cas t  her  ey e s  upon Joseph ;  and 

she  sa id ,  Lie  wi th  me .  (v7)  

 
This handsome, winsome, and successful young man attracted the attention 
of an unwelcome source. Prosperity and success always open up new 
temptations. Egyptian women were notoriously immoral and Potiphar’s wife 
lived up to the reported reputation. She was direct, insistent, shameless, 
scheming, and persistent in her pursuit of Joseph.  

He did not need to go looking for this temptation or trouble - she 
came looking for him. Often temptation comes when we are least expecting 
it. If we could plan them into our day, we probably could resist them easier. 
There are going to be two critical forces at work here in this temptation – 
the inner attraction of the flesh and the outer bait of this woman. As Steve 
Cole observes, 
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Joseph was a single man in his twenties, with the normal sex drive of 
any young man. He was a country boy in a sophisticated foreign 
capital, working in a home frequented by the rich and famous. He 
had no friends who shared his belief in God. As far as he knew, this 
tempting situation was private and would never be known to anyone 
else. He didn’t know that his story would be recorded in the world’s 
most-read book. He was vulnerable! 

 
NATURE OF THIS TEMPTATION 
 
There were a number of factors that made this temptation particularly 
powerful: 
 
(1) Loneliness of Joseph – his mother is dead, his brothers had betrayed 
him, his father may be dead, and he appears to have no believing friends to 
encourage him. 
(2) Joseph’s youth and handsome appearance – we can be flattered by 
attention. Sexual sin is rooted in pride. 
(3) Joseph had no Bible or seemingly no direct communication from God. 
(4) This was a natural desire and good in its right context - unlike a desire to 
commit murder. 
(5) Joseph is away from restraints of home. 
(6) Everyone around him is immoral.  
(7) Potiphar’s wife was probably very attractive. 
(8) She was his superior – easy to persuade yourself that this is something 
you have to do as a slave. 
(9) Joseph has just been promoted for his diligence and wisdom. He could 
have been tempted to trust his own feelings on this when his defences are 
down. 
(10) Repetitious nature of this temptation.  
(11) Perfect opportunity as seemingly no one can see – the devil always 
chooses the optimum moment to strike.  
 
Bob Deffinbaugh observes some parallels with the Genesis Fall, 
 

The temptation of Joseph is strikingly parallel to the test of Adam 
and Eve in the garden. They had free use of everything in the garden, 
save the fruit of one tree. So Joseph had access to anything of 
Potiphar’s except his wife. But while the forbidden fruit just hung 
there tempting Adam and Eve, Potiphar’s wife actively pursued 
Joseph. 

 
But he  r e fused ,  and sa id  unto  h i s  mast er ’ s  w i f e ,  Beho ld ,  my master  wot t e th  no t  what  i s  w i th  
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me in  the  house ,  and he  hath  commit t ed  a l l  that  he  hath  to  my hand;  There  i s  none  gr ea t e r  
in  th i s  house  than I ;  ne i ther  hath  he  kept  back any th ing  f rom me but  thee ,  be cause  thou 

ar t  h i s  w i f e :  how then can I  do  th i s  g r ea t  wi ckedness ,  and s in  aga ins t  God? (v8 -9)  

Joseph wonderfully demonstrated how to be victorious over a temptation so 
powerful. Giving into it is not inevitable. We need to note carefully his 
response: 
 

(1) Joseph did not procrastinate – he “refused” (v8). Don’t flirt with sin. 
(2) Joseph called sin a “sin” and “great wickedness.” He did not dilute, 

rename, focus on the pleasure associated, or reason with sin (v9). As 
Cole says, “Joseph’s resistance wasn’t accidental or natural. He had 
made a previous commitment to moral purity and he had a strategy 
for resistance already in place.” 

(3) Joseph recognised that sin was primarily against God (Psa. 51:6) and 
God saw everything (v9). We can reason that others deserve to be 
sinned against but never God. Despite dispensationalist claims, this 
also proves that Exodus 20:14 and Exodus 20:17 are eternal 
commands of God that precede the written Decalogue. 

(4) Joseph recognized that sin can affect others such as Potiphar (v9) – 
doubtless, he had witnessed to this man, which would make the 
discovery even more heinous.  

(5) Joseph confessed his faith to the one tempting him – he faced down 
her boldness with righteous boldness. 

(6) Joseph kept himself busy in his God-ordained duties (v11). He 
avoided the place and person bringing this temptation. The sad story 
of Samson reminds us of what happens a man hangs around places 
of temptation. 

(7) Joseph fled place of temptation when faced with no other choice 
(v12) – we need sometimes to be direct, even if we risk being 
impolite (2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Cor. 10:13). This woman was the only one 
that he was not over in authority so he had no other option. 
Doubtless, he did not trust himself to always refuse by hanging 
round the place of immediate temptation. 

 
And i t  came to  pass ,  as  she  spake to  Joseph day  by  day ,  that  he  hearkened not  unto  her ,  to  

l i e  by  her ,  o r  to  be  wi th  her .  (v10) 

 
She was persistent in her attempts to woo him. Doubtless, she was an 
experienced seductress. Men like Samson or David would have succumbed 
long before.  
 

And i t  came to  pass  about  th i s  t ime ,  that  Joseph went  in to  the  house  to  do  h i s  bus iness ;  
and ther e  was  none  o f  the  men o f  the  house  ther e  wi th in .  And she  caught  h im by  h i s  

garment ,  say ing ,  Lie  wi th  me :  and he  l e f t  h i s  garment  in  her  hand,  and f l ed ,  and go t  h im 
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out .  (v11-12) 

This evil woman was probably not used to being rejected. Doubtless, it 
made her more determined. Joseph fled in her final ambush when there was 
no other option. Someone commented that he did not flee from her, rather 
he fled from the old nature of Joseph. He lost his coat but he kept his 
character. You cannot yield to temptation when you are running in the 
opposite direction.  

We wonder whether it is possible to be morally pure in our polluted 
world – the testimony of Joseph gives a resounding affirmative. He was a 
young and an unusual man who lived in the world but separate from the 
world. 
 
And i t  came to  pass ,  when she  saw that  he  had l e f t  h i s  garment  in  her  hand,  and was f l ed  

fo r th ,  That  she  ca l l ed  unto  the  men o f  her  house ,  and spake unto  them, say ing ,  See ,  he  hath  
brought  in  an Hebrew unto  us  to  mock us ;  he  came in  unto  me to  l i e  w i th  me ,  and I  c r i ed  
wi th  a  loud vo i c e :  And i t  came to  pass ,  when he  heard that  I  l i f t ed  up my vo i c e  and c r i ed ,  
that  he  l e f t  h i s  garment  wi th  me ,  and f l ed ,  and go t  h im out .  And she  la id  up h i s  garment  

by  her ,  unt i l  h i s  lo rd  came home.  And she  spake unto  h im ac cord ing  to  thes e  words ,  say ing ,  
The Hebrew servant ,  whi ch  thou has t  brought  unto  us ,  came in  unto  me to  mock me:  And i t  

came to  pass ,  as  I  l i f t ed  up my vo i c e  and c r i ed ,  that  he  l e f t  h i s  garment  wi th  me ,  and f l ed  
out .  And i t  came to  pass ,  when h i s  mast er  heard the  words  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  whi ch  she  spake 
unto  h im,  say ing ,  After  th i s  manner  d id  thy  s e rvant  to  me ;  that  h i s  wrath  was kind led .  

(v13-19) 

Her supposed love for him proved to be only lust as it quickly turned to 
fury and murderous intent. Lust is often coupled with hate (2 Sam. 13:15). It 
reveals her real feelings for him. If she cannot destroy him morally, she will 
destroy him physically.  

This woman even blames her husband for bringing Joseph into the 
house. The fact that she also does this before the servants (v14) may 
indicate bitterness towards Potiphar and the state of their marriage. 

Her brazen approach may well indicate that she had indulged in this 
adultery before. It is notable that the servants do not appear to have joined 
in her accusations, so she may have been notorious for this. Indeed, her 
flirtations and rumours of her previous infidelities may have reached 
Potiphar, which may explain why he did not have Joseph killed. Potiphar’s 
anger may be stemmed from the impossible situation he found himself in, 
which meant he lost his best and most trusted servant.  

Even if doubted Joseph’s guilt, appearances must be kept up. 
Potiphar on the horns of a dilemma must be seen to do something. He 
could not take the word of a servant over his wife, as it would be difficult 
for him. We read of no word of protest or bitterness by Joseph, as he was 
led away. He was humiliated at the beginning of the chapter and now he is 
again. The irony is that Joseph was branded with the stigma of a sin he had 
tried so hard to avoid. In the world’s terms he had made a great mistake and 
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blown a golden opportunity, but in God’s eyes he was a success.  
 

And Joseph ’s  master  took h im, and put  h im in to  the  pr i son ,  a  p lac e  where  the  king ’ s  
pr i soners  were  bound:  and he  was ther e  in  the  pr i son .  (v20)  

 
This was another dramatic reversal of fortunes for Joseph. He is worse off 
now than when the chapter begun. From the splendour and prestige of his 
position at Potiphar’s house to a dungeon. There was no welcome party 
there for him but fetters of iron and hardship (Psa. 105:18). 

What was going through his mind? We can only but imagine the fiery 
darts the devil hurled at him. Joseph had faithfully served the Lord when his 
brethren betrayed him and he had repeatedly honoured God’s Word by 
refusing temptation, yet now he was suffering for it. His brother Reuben 
had given in and was safe in the comforts of Canaan. However, his 
conscience was free in prison whereas if he had been unfaithful it would be 
imprisoned in despair and regret in Potiphar’s house. As Cole reminds us, 
 

Because the world is so polluted, you can expect to pay a price when 
you take a stand for purity. People will slander you. They’ll blame you 
for their sin. You could lose your job. Joseph had plenty of time 
sitting in prison to replay the scene and think about what he would 
do if he had the chance again. Satan always comes to you after you’ve 
done the right thing and suffered for it and whispers, “See how your 
God takes care of you. Next time just give in and all this won’t 
happen.” 

  
The future seemed even more bleak now than when he was a slave. 

The taunts of his brothers may have rung in his ears, “we shall see what will 
become of his dreams.” However, Joseph is exactly where God wants him to be. 
The path from Potiphar’s house may seemed to lead to Pharaoh’s palace, 
but God ordered his steps not man. First he would go down to the bottom, 
so that he would truly know that it was God who had brought him up to sit 
on the throne of Egypt. 
 

But the  LORD was wi th  Joseph ,  and shewed h im mercy ,  and gave  h im favour  in  the  s i gh t  
o f  the  keeper  o f  the  pr i son .  (v21) 

 
Surely Joseph prayed that the Lord would deliver him from Potiphar’s wife 
in here wearisome temptations. However, Joseph could never have guessed 
how God would have done this. His conduct here is equally if not more 
impressive than when he first entered Egypt. The key is God’s presence 
with him. That was Joseph’s incalculable reward.  

We should note that the presence of God with him is not conditional 
on outwardly prosperous circumstances. This must have brought comfort to 
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the Israelites just escaping slavery in Egypt, as they read this when Moses 
first wrote it down. 

The world and the devil cannot remove us from the loving 
providential care of God’s presence. Joseph lived with an awareness of 
God’s presence and would never exchange that for the transient pleasure of 
sin. Joseph may have been stripped of his dignity, position, material 
comforts but he has kept his character and testimony.  
 
And the  keeper  o f  the  pr i son commit t ed  to  Joseph ’s  hand a l l  the  pr i soners  that  were  in  the  

pr i son ;  and whatsoever  they  d id  ther e ,  he  was  the  doer  o f  i t .  ( v22)  

Virtue is not instantly rewarded but he knew he must do right and leave the 
consequences to God. The presence of God and obedience to His revealed 
Will is more important to Joseph than knowing exactly where God is 
leading. True success is not what or where you are in this world, but 
whether God is with you. As Lawson says, “Think not that the presence of 
God with His people is limited to palaces or to churches. It has been often 
manifestly seen that He was with them in prisons, in caves or dens, on 
gobbets, in fiery furnaces.” 

Joseph continued to serve God and those around him without doubt 
or bitterness. Like Paul, he learned to be content in whatever circumstances 
he found himself in. Providence brought another unlikely channel of 
blessing to him – a prison keeper (not generally known for being gracious). 
As a model prisoner, he must have attracted the attention of the keeper.  

Providence would also now bring Joseph into contact with a number 
of men closely connected with Pharaoh. He would, doubtless, learn much 
from them of court etiquette that would stand him in good stead for the 
future. It would also bring him into contact with a man who would 
introduce him to Pharaoh. Finally, it would also give Joseph an insight to 
injustice and the fate of the helpless in Egypt. This would be important as 
he would later rule over a time of great famine.  
 

The keeper  o f  the  pr i son looked not  to  any th ing  that  was  under  h i s  hand;  be cause  the  
LORD was wi th  h im, and that  whi ch  he  d id ,  the  LORD made i t  to  prosper .  (v23)  

 
Although it is obvious to us reading this story that God is using these trials 
to refine Joseph and prepare him for future leadership, Joseph had not read 
Genesis 41 or the end of this story. He had no idea how long he would be 
in this prison. However, he believed that God is faithful, God is good, and 
God is wise. As Martyn Lloyd-Jones said, “Any Christian who is unhappy 
because of suffering, or who is guilty of any of the things I have mentioned 
under my negative headings, is found in such a condition for one reason 
only, namely, that he has not been thinking clearly.” 

The principle of “the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow” (1 
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Pet. 1:11) is dramatically exemplified in the life of Joseph. Joseph did not 
deserve prison but he responded wonderfully (Job 13:15). Prison did not 
weaken him – but like Jeremiah (Jer. 36:16-17) and Paul (Phil. 1:13-17) it 
strengthened him. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

The God of Surprises (Genesis 40: 1-23) 
 
In chapter 40, Joseph will learn the great lesson in how to deal with the 
profound disappointments of life.  Joseph is being taught that resisting the 
Mrs Potiphars of this world will not automatically mean that your material 
circumstances will improve. God has a plan (Prov. 19:21) but how He 
implements it may surprise us (Isa. 55:8-9). The steps may seem downward, 
but actually they are forward to the palace. 
  Many may think that Joseph is abandoned by God here, but Genesis 
39:21 refutes that belief. It wasn’t the lies of Potiphar’s wife that put him in 
prison but the Sovereign will of God. That same truth enabled the apostle 
Paul to describe himself not as the prisoner of Rome but “the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ” (Philm. 1:1). Through these difficulties God will build Joseph’s faith 
by patience and endurance. As Calvin commented,  
 

Thus, when God might have delivered the holy man directly from 
prison, he chose to lead him around by circuitous paths. The better to 
prove his patience and to manifest by the mode of his deliverance 
that he has wonderful methods of working hidden from our view. He 
does this that we may learn not to measure by our own sense, the 
salvation which He has promised us, but that we may suffer ourselves 
to be turned hither or thither by His hand until He shall have 
performed His work. 

 
When you can see God in all of your circumstances, God can use you. 
Contentment and not comfort is the key to trusting God in your 
circumstances. You need faith not in faith but in the right object. We need 
to believe what the poet penned, 
 

Behind our l i f e  the  Weaver  s tands 
And works his  wondrous wi l l ;  

We leave  i t  a l l  in his  wise  hands ,  
And trust  his  per f e c t  ski l l .  

Should mystery  enshroud his  p lan,  
And our short  s ight  be  d im, 

We wi l l  not  t ry  the  whole  to  s can,  
But l eave each thread to  Him. 
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C. Murray 
 

And i t  came to  pass  a f t e r  thes e  th ings ,  that  the  but l e r  o f  the  king  o f  Egypt  and h i s  baker  
had o f f ended  the i r  lo rd  the  king  o f  Egypt .  And Pharaoh was wro th  aga ins t  two o f  h i s  

o f f i c e r s ,  aga ins t  the  ch i e f  o f  the  but l e r s ,  and aga ins t  the  ch i e f  o f  the  bakers .  And he  put  
them in  ward in  the  house  o f  the  capta in  o f  the  guard ,  in to  the  pr i son ,  the  p la ce  where  

Joseph was bound.  (v1-3)  

God proves once again that He is the God of all people and all places. 
Providence is working to place the right people in Joseph’s path. The 
offences of the chief butler and baker are probably related. The chief butler 
especially had an important role and would have been a trusted confidant of 
Pharaoh. He would be able to give Joseph invaluable insight into the culture 
of court life around Pharaoh. Likely his importance would fuel Joseph’s 
optimism that he could help his release.  
 

And the  capta in  o f  the  guard charged  Joseph wi th  them, and he  s e rved  them: and they  
cont inued a  s eason in  ward .  And they  dreamed a  dream both  o f  them, each  man h i s  dream 

in  one  n igh t ,  ea ch  man ac cord ing  to  the  in t e rpre ta t ion  o f  h i s  dream, the  but l e r  and the  
baker  o f  the  k ing  o f  Egypt ,  whi ch  were  bound in  the  pr i son .  (v4 -5)  

This prison was probably under the control of Potiphar, which may indicate 
why Joseph received favour from the keeper of the prison. However, we 
should not assume he won hearts because of good luck or charm but 
because God was with him.  
 

And Joseph came in  unto  them in  the  morn ing ,  and looked upon them, and ,  beho ld ,  they  
were  sad .  And he  asked Pharaoh ’s  o f f i c e r s  that  were  wi th  h im in  the  ward o f  h i s  lo rd ’ s  

house ,  say ing ,  Where for e  look ye  so  sad ly  to  day? (v6-7)  

This gives a window to the heart of Joseph. If anyone should have been sad 
it was he. Often administrative ability is not twinned with a winsome 
personality. Yet clearly Joseph as full of the love of Christ and the joy of the 
Lord so much so that the other prisoners felt free to confide in him. He 
submitted to the duties required of him and suffered without complaint. 
Prison can be glorious when the presence of God is there. 
  Joseph is not consumed with bitterness or self-pity in his dire 
circumstances but is actively interested in the welfare of others. Most of us 
can see no further than our own need. Indeed, if Joseph had not been he 
would never have got out or into the palace of Pharaoh. He did not think 
any duty too menial despite his exalted position in Potiphar’s house. As 
Alexander Maclaren says, 
 

He was not so swallowed up in his own trouble as to be blind to the 
signs of another’s sorrow, or slow to try to comfort. Grief is apt to 
make us selfish, but it is meant to make us tender of heart and quick 
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of hand to help our fellows in calamity. We win comfort for our own 
sorrows by trying to soothe those of others. Jesus stooped to suffer 
that He might succour them that suffer, and we are to tread in His 
steps.  

 
We should all note the importance of being faithful in the small duties of 
life, as we do not know what great things God can do through them. God 
works in the small things of life as well as in the great things.  

We should not imagine this is easy for Joseph. He had served his 
father and brothers faithfully and had been betrayed cruelly. He then had 
served Potiphar and his wife faithfully and again suffered treacherously. 
However, Joseph does not give up hope but remains faithful in serving 
others in his God-ordained duties. We need to know and believe the truth 
that God is in control of all of our circumstances.  

It is easy to understand when the ungodly do not flourish, but we all 
struggle when we observe the difficulties of the righteous. There is not one 
of us who cannot rejoice and sing “Immortal, Invisible, God only wise” 
when things go well. That is the easiest thing to do in the world. However, 
to rejoice when all the problems of life assail us and our lives seem on the 
point of collapse is so much more difficult. As Ligon Duncan observed, 
 

There are many Christian leaders who say the way to find comfort 
when things are going on in your life like that is to recognize that 
God is not in control. God doesn’t want those bad things to happen 
to you. God isn’t in control of bad things that happen to good 
people. He really wishes that He could help, but He can’t. And the 
sooner you understand that He’s not in control of bad things, He’s 
only in control of good things, the happier you will be. I want you to 
see how absolutely depressing such advice and comfort that is. If 
God isn’t in control of the bad things in this fallen world, then He’s 
not in control of most things, and He’s not in control of the most 
important things that impact our lives; because the bad outweighs the 
good in this fallen world. And the mysterious and perplexing is far 
more numerous than the things which are good and happy and totally 
without difficulties and problems. And Joseph doesn’t resort to that 
kind of thinking. And Moses isn’t pressing us to think that way. 
Moses wants us to look right into the face of God’s mysterious 
problems and recognize that His hand is as much behind Joseph’s 
imprisonment as it will be Joseph’s exaltation later.  

 
And they  sa id  unto  h im,  We have  dreamed a  dream, and there  i s  no  in t erpre t e r  o f  i t .  And 

Joseph sa id  unto  them, Do not  in t e rpre ta t ions  be long  to  God? t e l l  me them, I  pray  you .  
And the  ch i e f  but l e r  to ld  h i s  dream to  Joseph ,  and sa id  to  h im,  In  my dream, beho ld ,  a  v ine  

was  be for e  me ;  And in  the  v ine  were  thre e  branches :  and i t  was  as  though i t  budded ,  and 
her  b los soms sho t  fo r th ;  and the  c lus t e r s  ther eo f  brought  fo r th  r ipe  grapes :  And Pharaoh 's  
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cup was in  my hand:  and I  took the  g rapes ,  and pres s ed  them in to  Pharaoh ’s  cup ,  and I  
gave  the  cup in to  Pharaoh ’s  hand.  (v8-11) 

This incident shows that God is in control of all events, even dreams. 
Joseph is very careful to give God the glory (Dan. 2:28). He is walking so 
close with God that invoking His Name is natural to Joseph (Ruth 2:4, 12). 
Doubtless, Joseph saw such an opportunity as a providential opening to 
testify of his God. Many in his circumstances might well question whether 
or not there even was a God, but Joseph fearlessly brings God into the 
situation. 
 Joseph’s confident and eager attitude also demonstrates here that he 
has not given up on the hopes of his dreams (Gen. 37), despite outward 
circumstances. This was no positive thinking but faith in God’s revealed 
Will even though the Word would try him (Psa. 105:19).  
 

And Joseph sa id  unto  h im,  This  i s  the  in t e rpre ta t ion  o f  i t :  The three  branches  are  three  
days :  Yet  wi th in  three  days  sha l l  Pharaoh l i f t  up th ine  head ,  and r e s tor e  thee  unto  thy  

p la ce :  and thou sha l t  de l i v e r  Pharaoh 's  cup in to  h i s  hand,  a f t e r  the  fo rmer  manner  when 
thou wast  h i s  but l e r .  But  th ink on me when i t  sha l l  be  we l l  w i th  thee ,  and shew kindness ,  I  
pray  thee ,  unto  me ,  and make ment ion o f  me unto  Pharaoh ,  and br ing  me out  o f  th i s  house :  

For  indeed  I  was s to l en  away out  o f  the  land o f  the  Hebrews :  and here  a l so  have  I  done  
no th ing  that  they  shou ld  put  me in to  the  dungeon . (v12-15) 

Joseph does not edit or embellish the truth. He is a true prophet of the 
Lord. Now, some argue that Joseph was wrong here to appeal using this 
manner, “make mention of me unto Pharaoh.” This is a misguided view as we are 
not to have a fatalistic faith. The Apostle Paul appealed to Caesar (Acts 
25:11). Joseph may have thought this was God’s providential means of 
deliverance for him. His temperate spirit is still evident as he does not seek 
revenge on his brothers or Potiphar’s wife neither does he seek personal 
enrichment. Joseph appeals to: 
 

(1) Pity – taken captive against will. 
(2) Injustice – wrongly accused and cast into prison. 

 
Joseph is not stoical or ignoring his circumstances. However, he still hopes 
in God to deliver him. As Deffingbaugh says, 
 

Joseph’s one request of the butler gave further testimony to the great 
faith of this Hebrew prisoner. He was so certain that his 
interpretation was true that he made a request of the butler which he 
never considered in the case of the baker. He asked to be 
remembered before Pharaoh when his words came to pass. It is one 
thing to venture an opinion on the meaning of a man’s dream, but 
quite another to make a request for your freedom based upon the 
outcome of your interpretation. Joseph was convinced that God had 
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spoken through him.  
 
When the  ch i e f  baker  saw that  the  in t e rpre ta t ion  was good ,  he  sa id  unto  Joseph ,  I  a l so  was 

in  my dream, and ,  beho ld ,  I  had thre e  whi t e  baskets  on  my head :  And in  the  uppermost  
basket  ther e  was  o f  a l l  manner  o f  bakemeats  fo r  Pharaoh ;  and the  b i rds  d id  ea t  them out  o f  
the  basket  upon my head .  And Joseph answered  and sa id ,  This  i s  the  in t e rpre ta t ion  ther eo f :  
The thre e  baskets  are  thre e  days :  Yet  w i th in  thre e  days  sha l l  Pharaoh l i f t  up thy  head f rom 
o f f  thee ,  and sha l l  hang thee  on  a  t r e e ;  and the  b i rds  sha l l  ea t  thy  f l e sh  f rom o f f  thee .  (v16-

19) 

Joseph is faithful in this interpretation – he is no fair-weather prophet who 
will edit the truth for personal favour. These dreams and interpretations are 
from God and he did not dare change them. It is vital for this man to know 
just how close to eternity he was. As Boice says, “How many there are who 
are willing to preach the cupbearer’s sermon but are unwilling to preach the 
baker’s sermon!”  

We must preach the balance of heaven and hell – preachers are not 
here to simply make people feel good. Loving people does not mean hiding 
the truth – doctors know this with sick patients in their diagnosis.  
 

And i t  came to  pass  the  th i rd  day ,  whi ch  was Pharaoh ’s  b i r thday ,  that  he  made a  f eas t  
unto  a l l  h i s  s e rvants :  and he  l i f t ed  up the  head o f  the  ch i e f  but l e r  and o f  the  ch i e f  baker  

among h i s  s e rvants .  And he  r e s tor ed  the  ch i e f  but l e r  unto  h i s  but l e r sh ip  aga in ;  and he  gave  
the  cup in to  Pharaoh 's  hand:  But  he  hanged  the  ch i e f  baker :  as  Joseph had in t e rpre t ed  to  

them. (v20-22) 

This may have been Pharaoh’s birthday and the feasting may have reminded 
the king of his chief butler and baker. God is behind both dreams as they 
both come exactly true as Joseph interpreted. This would strengthen 
Joseph’s faith in the faithfulness of God, especially as he had given very 
specific predictions that came exactly true in every detail. 
 

Yet d id  no t  the  ch i e f  but l e r  r emember  Joseph ,  but  fo rga t  h im.(v23) 
 
This period must have been one of the most harrowing for Joseph as he is 
wronged again. Likely the butler promised to remember Joseph if his 
interpretation proved true. He may even have bid Joseph farewell with a 
sworn promise of aid. There is no excuse for such as base act of ingratitude 
and the butler should have known from Joseph’s character and the two 
fulfilled dreams that this man deserved better. Joseph is again learning the 
fickleness of human character. 
 For the next two years Joseph’s heart must have jumped every time 
the prison door opened in hope of his release. As his hopes were repeatedly 
dashed throughout this period, he learned a hard lesson in not putting trust 
in man – his brothers, Potiphar, and now the butler had let him down (Psa. 
118:8). We all receive disappointments in life, but how we respond is critical.   
 God does not work to our timetable – Joseph will be released but in 
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God’s perfect time (Psa. 40:1-3). It was God who put Joseph there and it 
will be God who decides when this phase of Joseph’s life is over. Joseph 
suffered hatred, envy, betrayal, physical attack, mockery, temptation, lies, 
ingratitude at home, work, and now in prison. Yet he remains faithful. 
When men disappoint you, it is easy to become disappointed with God, 
especially if you do not hear from Him. But Joseph does not backslide or 
become bitter, as illustrated in his service and his glorifying God at every 
opportunity. 
 With the hindsight of time, we can see the wisdom of God. If God 
had released Joseph now, he would never have made it to Pharaoh’s palace. 
Also, he would have lost the opportunity to test the heart of his brothers 
towards him. A premature return to his father’s house without his status as 
prime minister, may have resulted in resentment and tensions leading to 
more violence against him.  
 This is a painful process as Joseph languishes in prison for two years 
in the prime of his life. The Bible never says such a period was easy for him 
or anyone. Even men like David despaired in his circumstances and 
reasoned, “I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul” (1 Sam. 27:1). The 
apostle Paul said of one trial that he “despaired even of life” (2 Cor. 1:8).  

Doubtless, these two years had a maturing effect on Joseph’s 
character and faith. James 1:4 put it, “But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” Joseph is being prepared for higher 
service and he must learn that it is better to have shackles in a dungeon than 
to lose your conscience. Guzik observed, 

 
All men God uses greatly, He first prepares greatly. Few are willing to 
endure the greatness of God’s preparation. God orders both your 
steps and stops! 

 
God’s timing is always perfect. The chief butler will remember Joseph, but 
only when God wants him to. Even though the chief butler forgot him, 
God never did. God brings Joseph to the brink here so that the only hope 
he is left with is God. However, when we realize we have God that is all the 
hope we need. As Carr commented,  
 

Joseph cannot see it, but the wheels of providence are slowly 
advancing. God is slowly but surely lining up everything in Joseph’s 
life just the way it needs to be. Soon the plans and purposes of God 
will become crystal clear! 
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CHAPTER SIX 
 

A Reversal of Fortunes (Genesis 41:1-57) 
 
No character in the Bible had such a reversal of fortunes as Joseph did in 
this chapter. It may have started out as just another day but what a 24 hrs it 
will be for Joseph. No man truly knoweth what a day will bring forth. Two 
long monotonous years had passed in prison but God was still with him. 
Joseph’s conduct here shows the folly in judging a person’s value or 
spirituality by their present circumstances. 

There is no indication from the text that God broke His silence and 
gave Joseph any indication how long this trial would last. Patience is not a 
virtue that comes easily to any of us. These years must have been one of 
great turmoil and mystery in the soul of this young man. It may seem his 
brothers are right that his dreams will come to nothing, but that opinion 
ignores the reality of God. Sometimes God fulfils dreams in three days like 
the butler and the baker, whereas at other times He will wait 13 years. We 
need to let God be the judge, as His timing is always perfect. 
 Sudden reversals of fortune are difficult for us. When we think that 
God has abandoned us, we often become bitter. When God blesses us, we 
become arrogant and forget Him. Pain that is properly handled by a man 
can shape his life for great things, but only if we have our eyes fixed on God 
like Joseph.  
 We can see the wisdom of God in the timing of his release from 
prison. If Joseph had been released at the instigation of the chief butler, 
Joseph may have felt proud at his foresight and skilful manipulation of 
events. Now, Joseph will be sure that he will only be released in God’s 
perfect timing and through God’s power. So God will get all the glory – not 
man. Joseph will learn the truth of the lyrics, 
 

Fear not ,  I  am with thee ;  O be not  d ismayed,  
For I  am thy God, and wi l l  s t i l l  g ive  thee  a id ;  

I ’ l l  s t rengthen thee ,  he lp thee  and cause  thee  to  s tand, 
Upheld by my r ighteous ,  omnipotent  hand.  

 
The soul  that  on Jesus hath l eaned for  repose  

I  wi l l  not ,  I  wi l l  not  deser t  to  i t s  foes ;  
That soul ,  though al l  he l l  should endeavor to  shake,  

I ’ l l  never ,  no ,  never ,  no ,  never  forsake!  
 
 

And i t  came to  pass  a t  the  end o f  two fu l l  y ears ,  that  Pharaoh dreamed:  and ,  beho ld ,  he  
s tood by  the  r iv e r .  And,  beho ld ,  ther e  came up out  o f  the  r iv er  s ev en  we l l  favoured  kine  and 
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fa t f l e shed ;  and they  f ed  in  a  meadow.  And,  beho ld ,  s even  o ther  k ine  came up a f t e r  them out  
o f  the  r iv er ,  i l l  favoured  and l ean f l e shed ;  and s tood by  the  o ther  k ine  upon the  br ink o f  the  
r iv e r .  And the  i l l  favoured  and l ean f l e shed  kine  d id  ea t  up the  s even  we l l  favoured  and fa t  

k ine .  So Pharaoh awoke .  And he  s l ep t  and dreamed the  s e cond t ime :  and ,  beho ld ,  s even  
ears  o f  co rn  came up upon one  s ta lk ,  rank and good .  And,  beho ld ,  s even  th in  ears  and 

b las t ed  wi th  the  eas t  w ind sprung up a f t e r  them. And the  s even  th in  ears  devoured  the  s even  
rank and fu l l  ears .  And Pharaoh awoke ,  and ,  beho ld ,  i t  was  a  dream. (v1-7)  

God even controls the dreams of kings. “The king’s heart is in the hand of the 
LORD, as the rivers of water: He turneth it whithersoever He will” (Prov. 21:1). 
These dreams were typically Egyptian in form. It seems impossible for 
Joseph to get from the prison to the palace in one leap. God specializes in 
what is humanely speaking impossible.  

God instigates Joseph’s rise to power through the mind of a sleeping 
king. This is no lucky break or “rags to riches” fairy tale. God was fully 
involved and behind every circumstance with a redemptive purpose to save 
Israel. It is true that when God opens a door no man can shut it - but the 
emphasis must always be on the “when” and “God.” The  providential plan 
of the Lord in the two year delay will now be revealed. 

 
And i t  came to  pass  in  the  morn ing  that  h i s  sp i r i t  was  t roub led ;  and he  s en t  and ca l l ed  fo r  
a l l  the  mag i c ians  o f  Egypt ,  and a l l  the  w is e  men thereo f :  and Pharaoh to ld  them his  dream; 

but  ther e  was  none  that  cou ld  in t e rpre t  them unto  Pharaoh .  (v8)  

 
The Egyptians placed great significance on dreams. God must have blinded 
the minds of these magicians because you would have thought they could 
have come up with something. However, they could never have understood 
the spiritual significance of a God-given dream (1Cor. 2:10-16). Their failure 
will delineate the contrast between Joseph and the wisest men in Egypt.  
 

Then spake the  ch i e f  but l e r  unto  Pharaoh ,  say ing ,  I  do  r emember  my fau l t s  th i s  day :  
Pharaoh was wro th  wi th  h i s  s e rvants ,  and put  me in  ward in  the  capta in  o f  the  guard ' s  

house ,  bo th  me and the  ch i e f  baker :  And we dreamed a  dream in  one  n igh t ,  I  and he ;  we  
dreamed each man ac cord ing  to  the  in t e rpre ta t ion  o f  h i s  dream. And there  was  ther e  wi th  us  

a  young man,  an Hebrew,  s e rvant  to  the  capta in  o f  the  guard ;  and we to ld  h im,  and he  
in t e rpre t ed  to  us  our  dreams;  to  ea ch  man ac cord ing  to  h i s  dream he  d id  in t e rpre t .  And i t  

came to  pass ,  as  he  in t e rpre t ed  to  us ,  so  i t  was ;  me he  r e s tor ed  unto  mine  o f f i c e ,  and h im he  
hanged .  (v9-13) 

Providence was at work again. Just at the critical moment the butler 
remembers Joseph. It was remarkable that he did not fear to bring such a 
memory up. Notably the cupbearer fails to mention the injustice of Joseph’s 
imprisonment or Joseph’s faith. 
 
Then Pharaoh s en t  and ca l l ed  Joseph ,  and they  brought  h im has t i l y  ou t  o f  the  dungeon :  and 

he  shaved  h imse l f ,  and changed  h i s  ra iment ,  and came in  unto  Pharaoh .  (v14)  
 
It is interesting that Joseph changed his clothing. A man’s clothing sends a 
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message to his view of the person he comes before. Sadly today people 
dress up to attend a wedding and dress down to come attend the Lord’s 
Supper! God of course does not look only upon our outward appearance, 
but He does not ignore it. Rick Warren will dress up to pray at the 
inauguration of a President but makes a point by dressing down to preach in 
his church. He wants to send a message to those attending that he is non-
judgmental, accessible, and has a casual view of God.  
 Joseph even shaved as this identified with the Egyptians. It is 
important to not give offence when no biblical principle is at stake. He left 
his old clothes and old life behind. What a moment.  
 

And Pharaoh sa id  unto  Joseph ,  I  have  dreamed a  dream, and there  i s  none  that  can 
in t e rpre t  i t :  and I  have  heard  say  o f  thee ,  tha t  thou cans t  unders tand a  dream to  in t e rpre t  

i t .  ( v15)  

 
Moses is making a point to his Israelite readers that Pharaoh is certainly no 
god here. Joseph could have been seduced by the flattery paid to him by 
Pharaoh. It would be easy to deflect some glory onto himself. 
 
And Joseph answered  Pharaoh ,  say ing ,  I t  i s  no t  in  me :  God sha l l  g iv e  Pharaoh an answer  

o f  peace .  (v16)  

 
This is a golden moment for Joseph to promote self or at the very least 
highlight his predicament. His father Jacob and his uncle Laban certainly 
would have! Joseph, doubtless, was also tempted to keep God out of his 
response here. After all the Egyptians believed Pharaoh was a god and there 
was no need to alienate his powerful host by correcting him.  

These temptations may have snared a lesser man but not Joseph. The 
long years of preparation in the school of suffering are not wasted. The 
declaration “it is not in me” sums up the whole thinking of Joseph now. He 
knows that he is nothing. His concern is not the comfort of Joseph but the 
glory of God.  

His confidence was not in Joseph but in God as states, “God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace.” Invoking God’s Name for God’s glory is natural 
to Joseph. It was the same approach he dealt with the butler and baker. Self-
interest had never been manifest in his character prior to this point. Joseph 
does not boast in his powers or what he is going to do. We can only but 
admire the faith, humility, and integrity of this man. As Chuck Swindoll 
commented, 

When people follow image conscious leaders, the leader is exalted. 
He is placed on a pedestal and ultimately takes the place of the Head 
of the church. When people follow leaders with servant hearts, the 
Lord God is exalted. Those people speak of God’s person, God’s 
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power, God’s work, God’s name, God’s Word. . .all for God’s glory. 
 
There was no suggestion of revenge on those who had wronged him. 

From 30 till he was 110 this furnace of affliction produced golden character 
in this man. As Griffith-Thomas said, “the secret of power is character but 
the secret of character is God.” 

 
And Pharaoh sa id  unto  Joseph ,  In  my dream, beho ld ,  I  s tood upon the  bank o f  the  r iv er :  
And,  beho ld ,  ther e  came up out  o f  the  r iv er  s even  kine ,  fa t f l e shed  and we l l  favoured ;  and 

they  f ed  in  a  meadow:  And,  beho ld ,  s ev en  o ther  k ine  came up a f t e r  them, poor  and very  i l l  
favoured  and l ean f l e shed ,  such  as  I  never  saw in  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt  fo r  badness :  And the  
l ean and the  i l l  favoured  kine  d id  ea t  up the  f i r s t  s even  fa t  k ine :  And when they  had ea t en  
them up,  i t  cou ld  no t  be  known that  they  had ea t en  them; but  they  were  s t i l l  i l l  favoured ,  as  
a t  the  beg inn ing .  So I  awoke .  And I  saw in  my dream, and ,  beho ld ,  s even  ears  came up in  
one  s ta lk ,  fu l l  and good :  And,  beho ld ,  s ev en  ears ,  w i ther ed ,  th in ,  and b las t ed  wi th  the  eas t  
w ind ,  sprung up a f t e r  them: And the  th in  ears  devoured  the  s even  good ears :  and I  to ld  th i s  

unto  the  mag i c ians ;  but  ther e  was  none  that  cou ld  de c lare  i t  to  me .  And Joseph sa id  unto  
Pharaoh ,  The dream o f  Pharaoh i s  one :  God hath shewed Pharaoh what  he  i s  about  to  do .  
The s even  good kine  are  s ev en  years ;  and the  s even  good ears  are  s ev en  years :  the  dream i s  

one .  And the  s ev en  th in  and i l l  favoured  kine  that  came up a f t e r  them are  s even  years ;  and 
the  s ev en  empty  ears  b las t ed  wi th  the  eas t  w ind sha l l  be  s ev en  years  o f  famine .  This  i s  the  

th ing  whi ch  I  have  spoken unto  Pharaoh :  What God i s  about  to  do  he  sheweth  unto  
Pharaoh .  Beho ld ,  ther e  come s even  y ears  o f  g r ea t  p l en ty  throughout  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt :  

And there  sha l l  ar i s e  a f t e r  them seven  years  o f  famine ;  and a l l  the  p l en ty  sha l l  be  fo rgo t t en  
in  the  land o f  Egypt ;  and the  famine  sha l l  consume the  land ;  And the  p l en ty  sha l l  no t  be  

known in  the  land by  r eason o f  tha t  famine  fo l lowing ;  fo r  i t  sha l l  be  v ery  g r i evous .  And for  
that  the  dream was doub led  unto  Pharaoh twi c e ;  i t  i s  be cause  the  th ing  i s  e s tab l i shed  by  

God,  and God wi l l  shor t l y  br ing  i t  to  pass .  (v17-32) 

Joseph invokes the name of God again. He makes clear that a Sovereign 
God controls the future and not Pharaoh. He repeats this in verse 28 to give 
emphasis to this fact. The great irony is that no one has suffered more under 
the providence of God than Joseph in the last thirteen years, yet Joseph is 
not ashamed to confess his absolute confidence in it.  

By utilising this approach Joseph will emphasise the mercy of God in 
revealing to the Egyptians what will happen so they can avert a disaster. 
Through this interpretation God will exalt the humble but he will also 
humble Pharaoh and his magicians.  
 

Now there fo r e  l e t  Pharaoh look out  a  man d is c r e e t  and wise ,  and s e t  h im over  the  land o f  
Egypt .  Let  Pharaoh do th i s ,  and l e t  h im appo in t  o f f i c e r s  over  the  land ,  and take up the  
f i f th  par t  o f  the  land o f  Egypt  in  the  s even  p l en t eous  y ears .  And l e t  them gather  a l l  the  
food  o f  those  good years  that  come,  and lay  up corn under  the  hand o f  Pharaoh ,  and l e t  

them keep  food in  the  c i t i e s .  And that  food  sha l l  be  fo r  s tor e  to  the  land aga ins t  the  s ev en  
years  o f  famine ,  whi ch  sha l l  be  in  the  land o f  Egypt ;  that  the  land per i sh  no t  through the  

famine .  (v33-36) 

Having confidence in the Sovereignty of God should naturally lead us to act 
in our human responsibility. God is glorified in our words and in our works. 
Joseph was no novice and he must have instinctively sensed that this 
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revelation required immediate action. He had learned from his time in his 
father’s estate, his administration of Potiphar, and his prison work what was 
required. Providence had gone before him to prepare this man so he could 
be used at this moment. This was not an “overnight success” story. But 
Joseph had to painfully learn these skills.  

Joseph did not even hint at personal gain. He could have said “I 
deserve the job” and he even could have reasoned that God needed him in 
such a prominent position. Joseph was content to tell the truth and leave the 
consequence to God. His self-control is admirable. He had learned to let 
God direct his path in God’s time. We do not need to imitate the corporate 
strategies of the world to succeed even though we live in a world fueled by 
manipulation. Guzik makes a good comment,  
 

Joseph is a good example of man who seemed to have all the gifts 
and talents for leadership, but God put him in a place where his 
character would be developed, and this took many years. Gifts and 
talents may be impressive and immediate, but character is what God 
looks for and always takes time to develop. 

 
And the  th ing  was good in  the  ey e s  o f  Pharaoh ,  and in  the  ey e s  o f  a l l  h i s  s e rvants .  And 
Pharaoh sa id  unto  h i s  s e rvants ,  Can we f ind such a  one  as  th i s  i s ,  a  man in  whom the  

Spir i t  o f  God i s?  (v37-38) 

It is remarkable that Pharaoh listened to the advice of a Hebrew slave, let 
alone followed it. On any other day he would likely not have listened to 
anything a prisoner had to say to him. However God’s timing is perfect. 
Now Pharaoh and all of Egypt will witness the power of God by this 
fulfilled prophecy for the next fourteen years. 

When you have the presence of God with you then others, even 
unbelievers, will note. The only way to have such a testimony is to be 
humble, obedient, and have our eyes fixed on God like Joseph.  
 
And Pharaoh sa id  unto  Joseph ,  Forasmuch as  God hath shewed thee  a l l  th i s ,  ther e  i s  none  
so  d i s c r e e t  and wise  as  thou ar t :  Thou sha l t  be  over  my house ,  and ac cord ing  unto  thy  word 
sha l l  a l l  my peop l e  be  ru l ed :  on ly  in  the  throne  wi l l  I  be  g r ea t e r  than thou .  And Pharaoh 

sa id  unto  Joseph ,  See ,  I  have  s e t  thee  over  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt .  And Pharaoh took o f f  h i s  
r ing  f rom his  hand,  and put  i t  upon Joseph ’s  hand,  and arrayed  h im in  ves tures  o f  f ine  

l inen ,  and put  a  go ld  cha in  about  h i s  ne ck ;  And he  made h im to  r ide  in  the  s e cond char io t  
whi ch  he  had ;  and they  c r i ed  be for e  h im,  Bow the  knee :  and he  made h im ru l e r  over  a l l  the  

land o f  Egypt .  (v39-43) 

Often politicians do not appoint the most competent for a position. 
However, Pharaoh saw in Joseph pure gold. If God was in this 
circumstance, Joseph knew God would elevate him and God rewarded his 
confidence. Joseph’s heart was not proud. There is no indication that he 
thought he was this man. As a mere youth and a Hebrew slave and prisoner 
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the best he could have hoped for was to be released. But God’s grace is 
greater.  

And Pharaoh sa id  unto  Joseph ,  I  am Pharaoh ,  and wi thou t  thee  sha l l  no  man l i f t  up h i s  
hand or  foo t  in  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt .  And Pharaoh ca l l ed  Joseph ’ s  name 

Zaphnathpaaneah;  and he  gave  h im to  wi f e  Asenath the  daughter  o f  Pot ipherah pr i e s t  o f  
On.  And Joseph went  out  over  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt .  And Joseph was  th i r ty  y ears  o ld  when 
he  s tood  be for e  Pharaoh king  o f  Egypt .  And Joseph went  out  f rom the  pre s ence  o f  Pharaoh ,  

and went  throughout  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt .  (v44-46) 

This name given to him seems to be tied up to his ability to reveal secrets. 
Pharaoh is testifying to God’s power in Joseph. He had gotten the message 
of Joseph’s clear testimony. As Leupold observed, “Pharaoh reasons quite 
cogently: the God who revealed the dream and this excellent plan to you 
would very likely equip you to carry it out rather than any other man.” This 
giving of an Egyptian name indicates Joseph’s acceptance as a Ruler in 
Egyptian society.  
 The giving of an Egyptian wife also indicates his acceptance in 
Egyptian society. Some believe that this was a sin. However, it is hard to 
believe that Joseph would have acquiesced in this when he refused the 
advances of Potiphar’s wife. Probably she was a proselyte to his faith. This 
can be evidenced by her acceptance of Joseph giving God-glorifying names 
to their two sons and bringing them up in the Israelite faith.  
 
And in  the  s ev en  p l en teous  y ears  the  ear th  brought  fo r th  by  handfu l s .  And he  ga thered  up 

a l l  the  food  o f  the  s even  years ,  whi ch  were  in  the  land o f  Egypt ,  and la id  up the  food  in  the  
c i t i e s :  the  food  o f  the  f i e ld ,  whi ch  was round about  every  c i t y ,  la id  he  up in  the  same.  And 
Joseph ga thered  corn as  the  sand o f  the  s ea ,  v ery  much ,  unt i l  he  l e f t  number ing ;  fo r  i t  was  

wi thout  number .  (47-49) 

God’s promises never fail. The years of plenty would come as would the 
years of famine. Joseph proves himself equally faithful in his new God-
ordained task.  

And unto  Joseph were  born two sons  be for e  the  y ears  o f  famine  came,  whi ch  Asenath the  
daughter  o f  Pot ipherah pr i e s t  o f  On bare  unto  h im.  And Joseph ca l l ed  the  name o f  the  

f i r s tborn Manasseh :  For  God,  sa id  he ,  hath  made me forge t  a l l  my to i l ,  and a l l  my fa ther ' s  
house .  (v50-51) 

Prosperity often ruins people as they acquire new friends, social groups, and 
begin to neglect church activities and God. They begin to believe they have 
advanced and prospered themselves. However, Joseph proves his 
faithfulness in prosperity as well as adversity. He keeps his focus on God in 
his family. He makes clear that he is cognizant that it is God who erased his 
pain and suffering not the wisdom of Joseph. As one writer said, “his heart 
was not tried by humiliation nor his head turned by exaltation.” Joseph 
remains faithful and proficient to his duties under Pharaoh as he was before 
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Potiphar and Jacob.  
The mention of his “toil” gives us an insight into the reality of the 

pain he endured in those 13 years. We should not mean that he was no 
longer interested in his family. The next chapter will reveal his deep love for 
them. Deffinbaugh makes an insightful comment, 

 
With this attitude Joseph could exercise sufficient self-control to keep 
from revealing his identity too quickly, and thus bring his brothers to 
genuine repentance by a careful program of instruction unimpeded by 
feelings of anger and vengeance. 
 

And the  name o f  the  s e cond ca l l ed  he  Ephra im: For  God hath caused  me to  be  f ru i t fu l  in  
the  land o f  my a f f l i c t i on .  (v52) 

 
A man can never be fruitful until he allows God to deal with the memory of 
the past. Joseph had a lot of scars and wounds to forget. Often believers are 
hindered in growing in the things of God by their resentment of the trials of 
the past. In doing so, Joseph was tacitly acknowledging his faith in the 
Sovereign wisdom of God. God had brought him through the pit and 
through the prison, but finally God would bring him to the palace. 

We should not assume that the fact that Joseph was elevated to a 
powerful secular position and material blessing means that this will naturally 
follow in our own lives here on earth. Deffinbaugh explains this through the 
lens of the lives of Moses and Joseph,  
 

Joseph began in the land of Canaan and ended up in the land of 
Egypt with the nation Israel under his care. Moses began in the land 
of Egypt and ended up in the land of Canaan with the nation Israel 
under his care. Joseph began his life as a shepherd in the pastures of 
his father and was exalted to the palace of Pharaoh. Moses was taken 
as an infant into the palace of the Pharaoh, but later he became a 
shepherd among the flocks of his father-in-law. Do you see how very 
differently God used these two men to accomplish His purposes? 
While it was necessary, in the purposes of God, to elevate Joseph 
from the pasture to the palace in order to save the seventy people of 
God (46:27), it was necessary for Moses to step down from the palace 
in order to lead the people of God out of bondage. 
 
God’s purposes are not achieved through only one method or pattern 
for all men. He raises some up, giving them power and prosperity, 
while He humbles others. We have no right to demand that God treat 
us just as He did Joseph, for He may choose to deal with us as He did 
Moses. Or, more likely, He may deal with us is some way that is 
entirely different from the way he directed either Joseph or Moses. 
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Joseph, then, is no guarantee that faithful obedience will always lead 
to position, prosperity, and power in this life. One need only recall 
the life of Job to correct such shallow thinking. 
 

And the  s even  years  o f  p l en t eousness ,  that  was in  the  land o f  Egypt ,  were  ended .  And the  
s even  y ears  o f  dear th  began to  come,  a c cord ing  as  Joseph had sa id :  and the  dear th  was in  a l l  

lands ;  but  in  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt  ther e  was  bread .  And when a l l  the  land o f  Egypt  was 
famished ,  the  peop l e  c r i ed  to  Pharaoh for  bread :  and Pharaoh sa id  unto  a l l  the  Egypt ians ,  

Go unto  Joseph ;  what  he  sa i th  to  you ,  do .  And the  famine  was  over  a l l  the  fa c e  o f  the  
ear th :  and Joseph opened a l l  the  s tor ehouses ,  and so ld  unto  the  Egypt ians ;  and the  famine  
waxed sore  in  the  land o f  Egypt .  And a l l  countr i e s  came in to  Egypt  to  Joseph for  to  buy  

corn ;  be cause  that  the  famine  was so  sor e  in  a l l  lands .  (v53-57) 

Just as God spoke through Joseph, “the seven years of dearth began to come, 
according as Joseph had said.” You can bank everything on the promises of God 
for good of for evil. Unbeknown to Joseph, the Lord would be using this 
famine to bring about the fulfillment of his dream. He is always the God of 
surprises but never of mistakes.  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

Tender but Tough (Genesis 42:1-38) 
 
The man of God must always be tender but tough. He has to be 
tenderhearted towards sinners but yet tough in how he deals with sin. This 
is not an easy balance to strike, as natural affections often overrule our 
biblical duty towards sin. Joseph’s life is a wonderful model for us today, 
“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples and they are written for our 
admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11). As Dennis Lyle observed, 
 

Joseph was to leave a mark for God which the sands of Egypt or the 
aeons of millennia cannot erase. His influence was to stretch from an 
Egyptians Pharaoh’s palace to your heart and mine in this nuclear 
age.……Joseph’s life shows us how God chooses and moulds a man 
in order to use him to accomplish His overall purpose. Joseph’s 
confidence was not in his ability to understand his circumstances, his 
confidence was in the God of all circumstances. 

 
In this chapter we have one of the most moving accounts of human 

relations in the Bible. At this point, 22 years had passed since his brethren 
had sold Joseph into slavery. In many ways this is the ultimate test of 
Joseph. This confrontation will truly demonstrate the depth of his character. 
With absolute power over life, Joseph will face the helpless and destitute 
brothers who so shamefully and cruelly treated him. The balance of power 
had shifted dramatically since they last met each other.  

Joseph had been forsaken by his brothers, framed by Potiphar’s wife, 
and had been forgotten by the butler. However, the tears spilt for his 
brethren show that Joseph’s harsh imprisonment and treatment had not 
hardened his heart. God had enabled him to say with the hymn writer, 
 

With mercy  and with judgment  
My web o f  t ime He wove 

And aye the  dews o f  sorrow 
Were lus tred by His love  

I ’ l l  b l ess  the  hand that  guided 
I ’ l l  b l ess  the  heart  that  p lanned 

When c lo thed where  g lory  dwel l e th 
In Immanuel ’ s  land 

 
Now when Jacob saw that  ther e  was  corn  in  Egypt ,  Ja cob  sa id  unto  h i s  sons ,  Why do ye  

look one  upon another?  And he  sa id ,  Beho ld ,  I  have  heard that  ther e  i s  corn  in  Egypt :  g e t  
you down th i ther ,  and buy fo r  us  f rom thence ;  that  we may l i v e ,  and not  d i e .  (v1-2)  
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These 10 brothers were tough men who had now settled down assimilating 
into the pagan ways of the Canaanites. They may have felt they had got 
away with their heinous sins. However, God has many instruments to 
awaken deadened and sleeping consciences. In this incident we will also see 
the persistent power of a guilty conscience. Although God had enabled 
Joseph to forget the pain of the past, his brothers never fully had. 

Without the famine, their sin may have remained hidden. The 
mention of the word, “Egypt” must have sent a shiver down their backs. It 
was the last place on earth they would have wanted to go. The famine would 
additionally have shaken their confidence in the ability of man to provide 
for his needs.  
 There was no thunder and lightning here but God working through 
seemingly normal events to accomplish His Will. God will bring them to the 
brink of starvation to get their attention in the place He wants them to be. It 
was no coincidence that Providence forced the ten sons of Jacob to the 
place where they sold him.  

The Bible warns that “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23). 
Somewhere, sometime, somehow, Providence has diverse ways of 
uncovering even the most well covered up of sins. It was no “stroke of 
luck” that that they went to the place where Joseph was where they arrived. 
Neither Joseph nor his brethren planned any such event.  
 

And Joseph ’s  t en  bre thren  went  down to  buy corn  in  Egypt .  But  Ben jamin ,  Joseph ’s  
bro ther ,  Jacob s en t  no t  wi th  h i s  bre thren ;  fo r  he  sa id ,  Les t  peradventure  mis ch i e f  be fa l l  

h im.  And the  sons  o f  I s rae l  came to  buy corn  among those  that  came:  fo r  the  famine  was  in  
the  land o f  Canaan.  And Joseph was the  governor  over  the  land ,  and he  i t  was  that  so ld  to  
a l l  the  peop l e  o f  the  land :  and Joseph ’ s  bre thren  came,  and bowed down themse lv e s  be for e  

h im wi th  the i r  fa c e s  to  the  ear th .  (v3-6)  

God is always faithful to every revelation in Joseph’s dream down to the last 
letter (Gen. 37:5-8). It may have taken 22 years for this to be fulfilled but 
God’s timetable may surprise us. When He promises something He has no 
difficulty in getting the proudest hearts to bow a knee. In selling Joseph into 
slavery they merely hastened the fulfillment of the dream they so despised. 
Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee (Psa. 76:10). 

This must have been one of the most momentous moments of 
Joseph’s eventful life. By contrast, it must have been intimidating for these 
ten Hebrew shepherds to come before the splendour and power of the 
Prime Minister of Egypt. Providentially this likely would unnerve them 
when the Spirit of God spoke to their consciences.  
 
And Joseph saw h is  bre thren ,  and he  knew them, but  made h imse l f  s t range  unto  them, and 

spake rough ly  unto  them; and he  sa id  unto  them, Whence  come ye?  And they  sa id ,  From the  
land o f  Canaan to  buy  food .  And Joseph knew h is  bre thren ,  but  they  knew not  h im.  (v7-8)  

These men did not know Joseph after 22 years, as he was just a teenager 
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when they sold him. Also he was dressed in Egyptian dress and styling 
which would have made recognition more difficult. This is the last place 
they would have expected to find Joseph. They were easier to spot for him 
as grown men to do change so much at this point in their lives and the fact 
that there were 10 of them made the identification easier. 
 
And Joseph r emembered  the  dreams whi ch  he  dreamed o f  them, and sa id  unto  them, Ye are  

sp i e s ;  to  s e e  the  nakedness  o f  the  land ye  are  come.  (v9)  
 

Some criticize Joseph here as being deceptive or unkind. However, we are 
explicitly told he recognized the significance of the dream at this point and 
this guided his actions. He knew God had given him this revelation not to 
puff up his pride but to use for the glory of God. Joseph was a wise man 
(Gen. 41:39) and a prophet who wanted to see his brethren repent and walk 
with God. These were not gentle and tenderhearted shepherds. Previously 
he had proven that he was not afraid to do the right thing for their spiritual 
welfare even if they hated him for reporting their sins to his father.  
 There were a number of approaches open to him: 
 

(1) Revenge – throw them into prison, torture them or kill them. 
(2) Reveal himself and then mock or gloat over them now the dream was 

fulfilled. 
(3) Reveal himself and reach out to them – however, he would have 

missed out on the opportunity to touch their consciences over the 
depth of their sin. Also, he would never then be sure that they had 
truly repented and his relationship with them would not be as free as 
it should be.  

(4) Hide his identity and use the providential means of God to awaken 
their consciences. 

 
Joseph chose the latter option. He seems to have decided on a trial for them 
of similar fashion to that which they have inflicted on him. They would be 
led to understand that they were now reaping what they had sown (Gal. 6:7). 
 

And they  sa id  unto  h im,  Nay,  my lord ,  but  t o  buy  food are  thy  s e rvants  come.  We are  a l l  
one  man's  sons ;  we  are  t rue  men ,  thy  s e rvants  are  no  sp i e s .  (v10-11) 

Egypt was perennially under threat from Canaanite invaders so this charge 
could reasonably be put to strangers from there. His harsh words and 
accusations mirrored their conduct to him. They likely accused him of 
spying on them when they assaulted and sold him as a slave in Dothan. He 
may have even protested like them that he was not spying then. Joseph 
followed this up by casting them into prison, which effectively is what they 
did to him. Joseph will appear harsh, vindictive, and unfeeling – just like 
them. 
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Their claim to be “true men” is ironical considering their pedigree. 
Joseph is right to test this, as it was certainly not accurate previously. 
Repentance is more than mere words. 
 

And he  sa id  unto  them, Nay,  but  to  s e e  the  nakedness  o f  the  land ye  are  come.  And they  
sa id ,  Thy s ervants  are  twe lv e  bre thren ,  the  sons  o f  one  man in  the  land o f  Canaan;  and ,  

beho ld ,  the  younges t  i s  th i s  day  wi th  our  fa ther ,  and one  i s  no t .  (v12-13) 

In the past they had dismissed Joseph as “this dreamer” but he is now 
“brethren” and in v21 “our brother.” This may be an indication that their hearts 
were softening. Rueben even calls him “the child.” However, when they 
claimed, “one is not” this was a lie and they had no reason to believe this. 
They still were not acting like the “true men” they maintained they were. 
Joseph’s tests are all connected to the process of repentance. 

And Joseph sa id  unto  them, That  i s  i t  tha t  I  spake unto  you ,  say ing ,  Ye are  sp i e s :  Hereby  
y e  sha l l  be  proved :  By the  l i f e  o f  Pharaoh ye  sha l l  no t  go  fo r th  hence ,  excep t  your  younges t  
bro ther  come h i ther .  Send one  o f  you ,  and l e t  h im f e t ch  your  bro ther ,  and ye  sha l l  be  kept  
in  pr i son ,  that  your  words  may be  proved ,  whether  ther e  be  any  t ru th  in  you :  or  e l s e  by  the  

l i f e  o f  Pharaoh sure ly  y e  are  sp i e s .  And he  put  them a l l  tog e ther  in to  ward three  days .  
(v14-17) 

Doubtless, the fear they felt before the Egyptian Prime Minister was now 
heightened by this reality of his power over them. It could even have been 
the prison Joseph was in. Probably Joseph did not tell them how long they 
would be there which would add to the uncertainty and parallels the dread 
of a slave sold cruelly into a life of slavery.  

He puts them together rather than in solitary confinement so they 
would talk to one another over the minute details of what had gone on. 
They were in a strange land under the power of a harsh stranger with no 
hope of a future release. As far as they knew, Joseph was also a slave in 
similar conditions in the same land. Joseph, however, shows great grace here 
as he only gives them a brief taste. God is a reality in all of the man’s life. He 
is not trying to destroy them just to break their unrepentant hearts.  
 

And Joseph sa id  unto  them the  th i rd  day ,  This  do ,  and l i v e ;  fo r  I  f ear  God:  I f  y e  be  t rue  
men ,  l e t  one  o f  your  bre thren  be  bound in  the  house  o f  your  pr i son :  go  y e ,  carry  corn  for  the  

famine  o f  your  houses :  But  br ing  your  younges t  bro ther  unto  me ;  so  sha l l  your  words  be  
v er i f i ed ,  and ye  sha l l  no t  d i e .  And they  d id  so .  (v18-20) 

Joseph offer them a glimmer of hope and encouragement by invoking the 
Name of God. In doing so he wanted them to know they could trust him. 
May be Joseph hoped to stir their consciences even more by this revelation 
and his gracious words. He offers them the hope of life if they are honest. 
Doubtless they deliberated much in the weeks ahead over these words and 
their significance.  

It may have been that Joseph changed his mind to imprison nine of 
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them in deference to the concerns of the aged Jacob. Or it may be he was 
imitating the way they changed their minds and sold him as a slave rather 
than killing him. The plan he came up with would also demonstrate to 
Joseph their view of the other son of Rachel. Would they force Benjamin to 
come with them against the wishes of their father to satisfy their own needs? 
 

And they  sa id  one  to  another ,  We are  v er i l y  gu i l t y  concern ing  our  bro ther ,  in  that  we saw 
the  angu ish  o f  h i s  sou l ,  when he  besought  us ,  and we would  not  hear ;  ther e for e  i s  th i s  

d i s t r e s s  come upon us .  And Reuben answered  them, say ing ,  Spake I  no t  unto  you ,  say ing ,  
Do not  s in  aga ins t  the  ch i ld ;  and ye  wou ld  no t  hear?  ther e fo r e ,  beho ld ,  a l so  h i s  b lood i s  
r equir ed .  And they  knew not  that  Joseph unders tood them; fo r  he  spake unto  them by  an 

in t e rpre t e r .  (v21-23) 

The parallels with their treatment of Joseph with their current predicament 
are too obvious to dismiss as coincidental. They are now recalling the seeds 
that they had forgotten they had sown. The trauma of imprisonment, 
accusations, and threats before such a powerful figure who fears God 
speaks to their consciences. Time does not remove the memory of sin 
completely.  

They do not blame Jacob for favouritism, their youthful foolishness, 
or Joseph for provoking them but freely confess their guilt openly. In v21b 
they seem to be acknowledging the Sovereign justice and power of God in 
returning the evil upon them. They do not attribute it to bad luck. These 
hardened sinners realize that not only had they wronged Joseph but they 
had sinned against God. They had to realize they were lost before they could 
be saved. 
 

And he  turned h imse l f  about  f rom them, and wept ;  and re turned to  them aga in ,  and 
communed wi th  them, and took f rom them Simeon,  and bound h im be for e  the i r  ey e s .  (v24) 

 
If any man deserved to be bitter and revengeful for his ill treatment we 
would imagine it would be Joseph. These tears demonstrate that Joseph is 
not vindictive (cf. Gen. 50:19-21). He is weeping like Christ over sinners 
who had gone astray. True love “thinketh no evil” (1 Cor. 13:5). Joseph cannot 
allow his emotions to overrule his God-ordained duty. Deffingbaugh 
observed, “Joseph’s actions were not those of a man who did not care for 
his brothers, but of one who cared so much that he resisted the urge to 
identify himself in order to promote their spiritual well-being.” 

Joseph likely took Simeon as he is the second oldest and Reuben had 
at least tried to save him. He bound him before their eyes as they had done 
to him previously. These facts may also have contributed to the conviction 
in the minds of the brothers. All of these details would have played around 
in their minds as they slowly made the long journey home of around 250 
miles, which would have taken 3 weeks to complete. 
 
Then Joseph commanded to  f i l l  the i r  sa cks wi th  corn ,  and to  r e s tor e  ev ery  man’s  money  in to  
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his  sa ck,  and to  g iv e  them prov i s ion  for  the  way :  and thus  d id  he  unto  them. And they  
laded  the i r  ass e s  w i th  the  corn ,  and depar t ed  thence .  (v25-26) 

Placing the money in their sacks will test their honesty, as they had sold him 
into bondage because of their love for money (Gen. 37:25-28). It is also 
grace to meet their needs at the desperate time of famine. 
 

And as  one  o f  them opened h i s  sa ck to  g iv e  h i s  ass  provender  in  the  inn ,  he  e sp i ed  h i s  
money ;  fo r ,  beho ld ,  i t  was  in  h i s  sa ck’s  mouth .  And he  sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  My money  i s  

r e s tor ed ;  and ,  lo ,  i t  i s  ev en  in  my sack:  and the i r  hear t  fa i l ed  them, and they  were  a f ra id ,  
say ing  one  to  another ,  What i s  th i s  that  God hath done  unto  us?  (v27-28) 

The idea of this Hebrew word translated “failed” is that it made them shake 
or tremble. The shock of this, for the first time that we read, made them 
acknowledge God for the first time in their words. They now believe a 
Sovereign God has done this to them rather than the Governor of Egypt.  
 

And they  came unto  Jacob the i r  fa ther  unto  the  land o f  Canaan,  and to ld  h im a l l  that  
be f e l l  unto  them; say ing ,  The man,  who i s  the  lo rd  o f  the  land ,  spake rough ly  to  us ,  and 

took us  fo r  sp i e s  o f  the  country .  And we sa id  unto  h im,  We are  t rue  men;  we are  no  sp i e s :  
We be  twe lve  bre thren ,  sons  o f  our  fa ther ;  one  i s  no t ,  and the  younges t  i s  th i s  day  wi th  our  
fa ther  in  the  land o f  Canaan.  And the  man,  the  lo rd  o f  the  country ,  sa id  unto  us ,  Hereby  
sha l l  I  know that  y e  are  t rue  men;  l eave  one  o f  your  bre thren  here  wi th  me ,  and take food  
fo r  the  famine  o f  your  househo lds ,  and be  gone :  And br ing  your  younges t  bro ther  unto  me :  
then  sha l l  I  know that  y e  are  no  sp i e s ,  but  that  y e  are  t rue  men:  so  wi l l  I  de l i v e r  you your  
bro ther ,  and ye  sha l l  t ra f f i ck in  the  land .  And i t  came to  pass  as  they  empt i ed  the i r  sa cks ,  
that ,  beho ld ,  ev ery  man's  bundle  o f  money  was in  h i s  sa ck:  and when bo th  they  and the i r  

fa ther  saw the  bundle s  o f  money ,  they  were  a f ra id .  (v29-35) 

This is not a full confession of all the facts, but at least they are no longer 
openly lying to their father.  
 
And Jacob the i r  fa ther  sa id  unto  them, Me have  y e  ber eaved  o f  my ch i ldren :  Joseph i s  no t ,  
and Simeon i s  no t ,  and ye  wi l l  take Ben jamin away :  a l l  thes e  th ings  are  aga ins t  me .  (v36)  

 
Jacob had forgotten the promises of God of Genesis 28:13-15. He was 
judging merely by circumstances. There is not a single word of trust in God. 
One commentator wryly observed that Jacob’s heart sang this song, “No 
one loves me, this I know. My misfortunes tell me so.” Like we all do so 
often, Jacob was viewing everything horizontally not vertically.  

There was no excuse for this as Joseph had endured much greater 
suffering yet retained his hope in God’s Sovereignty. As a Patriarch and an 
old man of faith, Jacob should have prayed and encouraged his wayward 
sons to trust the Lord. Considering how faithful God had been to this man 
in the past, it is sad to see the old Jacob in evidence. We are often just as 
blind and forget that everything works out for good to them who trust God.  
 The great irony in Jacob’s doubts was that God had already dealt with 
all his fears in a wonderful way. He was on the threshold of the greatest 
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reunion of his life. Joseph and Simeon were alive and well, Benjamin was in 
no danger and God had already provided a way for his family to escape the 
famine. There seems to be an indication here that Jacob does not believe 
their previous attempt at deception over the death of Joseph. He says “me 
have ye have bereaved.” Likely over the past 22 years he had learned not to trust 
their words. He may even have suspected the money was the result of 
selling Simeon as a slave. 

Another sad irony is that the godless sons were starting to 
acknowledge God in their desperate circumstances whereas their spiritual 
leader Jacob was attributing it to bad luck and the stupidity of his sons.  
 

And Reuben spake unto  h i s  fa ther ,  say ing ,  S lay  my two sons ,  i f  I  br ing  h im not  to  thee :  
de l i v e r  h im in to  my hand,  and I  wi l l  br ing  h im to  thee  aga in .  (v37) 

 
Reuben had the right motive but the wrong method. His foolish gesture 
shows why he would have been a hopeless head of the house and Patriarch.  
 

And he  sa id ,  My son sha l l  no t  go  down wi th  you ;  fo r  h i s  bro ther  i s  dead ,  and he  i s  l e f t  
a lone :  i f  mis ch i e f  be fa l l  h im by  the  way in  the  whi ch  y e  go ,  then sha l l  y e  br ing  down my 

gray  ha ir s  w i th  sorrow to  the  grave .  (v38) 
 

Sadly Jacob’s partiality and selfishness is still in evidence towards the sons of 
Rachel. He was willing to let Simeon die in prison so that he could have 
Benjamin by his side. Jacob stubbornly dug his heels in but God has a way 
of getting obedience to His Will. 

God in this chapter is dealing with all the family here. In His 
wonderful and Sovereign wisdom He can accomplish many things through 
many people with one action in the same incident. As Lewis Johnson says, 
“it is God personally who is controlling all of these events and making them 
ultimately conformed to the purpose that he has in the life of Joseph and in 
the life of Jacob and in the life of those brothers.” 
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CHAPTER EIGHT  

 
Power of a Guilty Conscience (Genesis 43:1-34) 

 
Joseph never wrote Scripture, never performed a miracle, and only by the 
Lord’s help could he interpret dreams. He confessed that there was nothing 
in him. What made him great was that he saw God as great and Joseph as 
nothing. Jacob, by contrast to his son Joseph, comes across poorly in this 
story. He responds negatively to providence by thinking horizontally only. 
Throughout this story, only Joseph was consistent in his family by 
recognizing God’s Hand in all of these things (cf. Gen. 45:5-8; 50:20). 

Joseph’s life no doubt was familiar to Moses. His mother probably 
impressed the example and testimony of the Hebrew lad who lived for God 
in the court of Pharaoh to her young son. Doubtless, this man’s testimony 
had some influence on Moses when he was brought up in the palace of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt.”  
 
And the  famine  was sor e  in  the  land .  And i t  came to  pass ,  when they  had ea t en  up the  corn  
which  they  had brought  out  o f  Egypt ,  the i r  fa ther  sa id  unto  them, Go aga in ,  buy  us  a  l i t t l e  

f ood .  (v1-2)  

Jacob unwilling to face reality procrastinated until the situation reached 
crisis proportions. No doubt he hoped the grain purchased would suffice 
until the next harvest. As each week passed the tension in the home must 
have got increasingly apparent. The disciplining providence of God has a 
way of forcing us down paths we do not want to take. Like the prodigal, we 
may be almost devouring the swine’s husks before we give in and come to 
our senses.  
 
And Judah spake unto him, saying,  The man did so lemnly protes t  unto us ,  saying,  

Ye shal l  not  see  my face ,  except  your brother be with you.  I f  thou wi l t  send our 
brother with us ,  we wi l l  go down and buy thee food:  But i f  thou wi l t  not  send him, 

we wi l l  not  go down: for  the man said unto us ,  Ye shal l  not  see  my face ,  except  your 
brother be with you.  (v3-5) 

This incident took place during the second year of the famine (Gen. 45:6). 
The very severity of the famine forces Jacob to partially reconsider his 
previous stubbornness, but still he is unwilling to fully submit. Was this 
expression “a little food” a hint that the sons should slip down into Egypt and 
purchase what they can without meeting Joseph or ignoring Joseph’s request 
to bring Benjamin? Judah takes a wise stand against their stubborn father 
and reminds that any such ruse will never work. He states the simple, 
unvarnished truth. 
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And Israe l  sa id ,  Where for e  dea l t  y e  so  i l l  w i th  me ,  as  to  t e l l  the  man whether  y e  had ye t  a  

bro ther?  And they  sa id ,  The man asked us  s t ra i t l y  o f  our  s ta t e ,  and o f  our  kindred ,  say ing ,  
I s  your  fa ther  y e t  a l iv e?  have  y e  another  bro ther?  and we to ld  h im ac cord ing  to  the  t enor  o f  
thes e  words :  cou ld  we c e r ta in ly  know that  he  wou ld  say ,  Br ing  your  bro ther  down? (v6-7)  

Jacob still filled with self-pity when challenged to face up to reality. He 
seems to criticize the sons here for telling the truth to Joseph. Was this the 
old Jacob coming to the fore? His comments are at best immature and petty 
to simply blame his circumstances. He is not a role model for biblical 
leadership of a home. Jacob should have acknowledged providence at work 
and simply dealt with the consequences. Ironically, when the sons are now 
acting with honesty and integrity they face the suspicions and accusations of 
their father. Providence is bringing them through the same trial they 
inflicted on Joseph.  
 

And Judah sa id  unto  I srae l  h i s  fa ther ,  Send the  lad  wi th  me ,  and we wi l l  ar i s e  and go ;  
that  we may l i v e ,  and not  d i e ,  bo th  we ,  and thou ,  and a l so  our  l i t t l e  ones .  I  w i l l  be  sure ty  

fo r  h im;  o f  my hand sha l t  thou r equir e  h im:  i f  I  br ing  h im not  unto  thee ,  and s e t  h im be for e  
thee ,  then  l e t  me bear  the  b lame for  ever :  For  excep t  we  had l inger ed ,  sure ly  now we had 

r e turned th i s  s e cond t ime .  (v8-10) 

Judah demonstrates some leadership here. For the first time we begin to see 
him thinking the welfare of others. He reminds his father that he also has a 
duty to consider the wellbeing of all and not just himself. Selflessly he offers 
himself as surety, which subsequently proves not to be an empty offer (Gen. 
44:33- 34). This expression, “For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned 
this second time” is a polite way of saying we would not be in this mess if you 
had been more decisive.  
 
And the i r  fa ther  I srae l  sa id  unto  them, I f  i t  must  be  so  now,  do  th i s ;  take o f  the  bes t  f ru i t s  

in  the  land in  your  ve s s e l s ,  and carry  down the  man a pres en t ,  a  l i t t l e  ba lm,  and a  l i t t l e  
honey ,  sp i c e s ,  and myrrh ,  nuts ,  and a lmonds :  And take doub le  money  in  your  hand;  and the  

money  that  was brought  aga in  in  the  mouth o f  your  sacks ,  carry  i t  aga in  in  your  hand;  
peradventure  i t  was  an over s i gh t :Take a l so  your  bro ther ,  and ar i s e ,  go  aga in  unto  the  man:  

(v11-13) 

It seems this strong stand finally knocked some sense into Jacob. He begins 
to rise to the occasion with faith and maturity and resigns himself to God’s 
Will and keeping. Now Jacob is thinking of others and using sanctified 
prudence and common sense makes a selection of gifts. These delicacies 
were unlikely to be found in Egypt and doubtless it cost them greatly to give 
these kinds of gifts, especially in a famine.  

This was an old strategy Jacob had used with Esau many years before 
and providence had blessed it (Gen. 33:10-11). He makes them bring double 
the money, as he may have been suspicious that they had themselves 
cheated the Egyptians previously.  
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And God Almighty  g iv e  you mercy  be for e  the  man,  that  he  may s end away  your  o ther  

bro ther ,  and Ben jamin .  I f  I  be  ber eaved  o f  my ch i ldren ,  I  am bereaved .  (v14)  
 

At least Jacob is now acknowledging the help of the Almighty God El 
Shaddai to change the heart of the ruler of Egypt. He is now also referring to 
Benjamin as “your brother” and not merely as “my son” (Gen. 42:38) 
emphasizing their collective kinship. It has taken Jacob a while to get there 
but at least he now does.  

In light of his dependence on the mercy of God, the statement, “If I 
be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved” should not be read a mere fatalism. His 
words are similar in tone to those of Queen Esther (Esther 4:16). Jacob is 
now willing to commit his case to God, and dismisses them with his 
blessing and his prayers. He recognises that all the covenantal promises of 
God have to be relied on here as all of the promised seed is involved. 
However, the blow never comes, as God just wanted him to submit to the 
Will of providence.  

Jacob has to act more like Abraham’s faith in surrendering his Isaac 
in order to actually save him. J. Ligon Duncan makes a good observation 
about Jacob here, 

 
First of all, notice that he uses the word, God Almighty, for God, the 
name God Almighty.  That is the name in which God had come to 
his grandfather, Abram in Genesis 17:1.  When he had made the 
promise to give him a seed.  Now friends, that is so significant 
because you see what Jacob is about to do.  He is about to send all of 
his seed to Egypt with the possibility that it will never return again.  
And that the line of the Covenant will be extinct.  He is too old to 
have children.  All of his eggs are in one basket.  But it is God’s 
basket.  And so he calls on the name of God Almighty.  El Shaddai.  
God Almighty.  May He be gracious. 

 Secondly, notice what he asks for.  He asks that God Almighty 
would grant them compassion in the sight of men.  You realize that 
this a testimony to his Calvinistic theology of providence.  He knows, 
he knows that the heart even of the Egyptians is held in the hand of 
his God, God Almighty.  And his God can make those Egyptians to 
be favorable to his sons.   And so he prays that God would cause 
them favor their presents and to favor their overtures and to bless 
them.   

 
And the  men took that  pres en t ,  and they  took double  money  in  the i r  hand and Ben jam in ;  

and rose  up ,  and went  down to  Egypt ,  and s tood be for e  Joseph .  (v15)  

 These men must have spent many anxious hours on the road thinking 
about the preceding events and discussing possible strategies and outcomes. 
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Most of us are willing to endure when we think we can control the endpoint 
but when it is taken out of our hands it really disorientates us. Instead of 
being feared and respected as the sons of the wealthy patriarch, these men 
must have felt pygmies in the splendour and power of Egypt.  
 

And when Joseph saw Ben jamin wi th  them, he  sa id  to  the  ru l e r  o f  h i s  house ,  Br ing  thes e  
men home,  and s lay ,  and make r eady ;  fo r  thes e  men sha l l  d ine  wi th  me a t  noon .  And the  

man d id  as  Joseph bade ;  and the  man brought  the  men in to  Joseph ’ s  house .  (v16-17) 

Joseph was eagerly anticipating seeing his beloved Benjamin, who he had 
not seen for over twenty years. These next verses describe a scene that is 
filled with emotions and are written by inspiration to show us what is truly 
going on in the hearts of Joseph and his brethren. 
 

And the  men were  a f ra id ,  be caus e  they  were  brought  in to  Joseph ’s  house ;  and they  sa id ,  
Because  o f  the  money  that  was  r e turned in  our  sacks a t  the  f i r s t  t ime are  we  brought  in ;  

that  he  may s e ek oc cas ion  aga ins t  us ,  and fa l l  upon us ,  and take us  fo r  bondmen,  and our  
asse s .  (v18)  

 
This invitation to the Prime Minister’s house must have been intimidating 
and disconcerting to his brethren. The rich and powerful often had prisons 
adjacent to their properties as well as many slaves – maybe they feared the 
fate of Joseph. God often allows us to be treated by others the way we have 
treated Him e.g. disobedient son, unfaithful friend, ungrateful beneficiary of 
our kindness.  

In the east, the offer of a meal was a sure sign of friendship. The 
extension of grace and perplexing kindnesses by him to these famished 
brothers merely touched their consciences and they immediately sought to 
repay the money. The real reason these men are paralyzed by fear is the fact 
that they are filled with guilt. Guilt makes you paranoid often of others 
motives. God is here disciplining them with kindness. However, there is no 
thought in Joseph still of animosity but love and generosity to his 
beleaguered brothers.  
 

And they  came near  to  the  s t eward o f  Joseph ’s  house ,  and they  communed wi th  h im at  the  
door  o f  the  house ,  And sa id ,  O s i r ,  we  came indeed  down at  the  f i r s t  t ime to  buy  food :  And 

i t  came to  pass ,  when we came to  the  inn ,  that  we  opened  our  sa cks ,  and ,  beho ld ,  ev ery  
man's  money  was in  the  mouth o f  h i s  sa ck,  our  money  in  fu l l  we igh t :  and we have  brought  
i t  aga in  in  our  hand.  And o ther  money  have  we  brought  down in  our  hands  to  buy food :  we  
cannot  t e l l  who put  our  money  in  our  sa cks .  And he  sa id ,  Peace  be  to  you ,  f ear  no t :  your  

God,  and the  God o f  your  fa ther ,  hath  g iv en  you t r easure  in  your  sacks :  I  had your  money .  
And he  brought  S imeon out  unto  them. (v19-23) 

The steward had some good theology here - Joseph must have been 
witnessing well to him. The words of the steward are further grace to these 
men. However, the conviction of sin and the throbbing of your conscience 
is not enough. Genuine repentance is needed.  
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And the  man brought  the  men in to  Joseph ’ s  house ,  and gave  them water ,  and they  washed 

the i r  f e e t ;  and he  gave  the i r  ass e s  provender .  And they  made r eady  the  pres en t  aga ins t  
Joseph came a t  noon :  fo r  they  heard that  they  shou ld  ea t  bread ther e .  And when Joseph 

came home,  they  brought  h im the  pre s en t  whi ch  was in  the i r  hand in to  the  house ,  and bowed 
themse lv e s  to  h im to  the  ear th .  (v24-26) 

This “bowed down” by them all, including Benjamin, is underlined here by 
Moses (v28 also). The promises of God are always perfectly fulfilled.  
 
And he  asked them o f  the i r  we l fare ,  and sa id ,  I s  your  fa ther  we l l ,  the  o ld  man o f  whom ye  
spake? Is  he  y e t  a l iv e?  And they  answered ,  Thy s ervant  our  fa ther  i s  in  good hea l th ,  he  i s  

y e t  a l i v e .  And they  bowed down the i r  heads ,  and made obe i sance .  And he  l i f t ed  up h i s  ey e s ,  
and saw h is  bro ther  Ben jamin ,  h i s  mother ' s  son ,  and sa id ,  I s  th i s  your  younger  bro ther ,  o f  

whom ye  spake unto  me? And he  sa id ,  God be  grac ious  unto  thee ,  my son .  And Joseph 
made has t e ;  f o r  h i s  bowe l s  d id  y earn upon h i s  bro ther :  and he  sought  where  to  weep ;  and he  

en t er ed  in to  h i s  chamber ,  and wept  ther e .  And he  washed h i s  fa c e ,  and went  out ,  and 
r e f ra ined  h imse l f ,  and sa id ,  Se t  on  bread .  (v27-31) 

We see the tender heart of Joseph here. Giants of the faith are not meant to 
be hardhearted. All the years surrounded by the politics, idolatry and 
ungodliness of Egypt did not make him cynical. Even though his heart cried 
for immediate revelation of himself to his brother. Joseph restrained 
himself. Emotions are not wrong but they must be controlled for the greater 
purposes of God. Deffingbaugh gives us the reason why the Holy Spirit 
included this insight, 
 

Why did Moses inform us of the emotional feelings of Joseph (42:23-
24, 43:30) if they were not known to his brothers? Simply because he 
intended for us to understand Joseph’s motivation for his actions. 
Every test and every hardship which Joseph imposed upon his 
brothers was an act of genuine love. What a lesson this gives us in the 
area of discipline. We are inclined to glibly tell our children, “This 
hurts me more than it does you,” when we correct them, and I would 
hope from the example of Joseph that this is really so. Discipline that 
makes us feel better should be subject to careful scrutiny. Discipline 
that brings genuine tears to our eyes is from a heart filled with love. 

 
Joseph’s benediction must have strikingly odd to them coming from a pagan 
leader. It must have convicted them also of the Hand of God in this whole 
process. 
 

And they  s e t  on  for  h im by  h imse l f ,  and for  them by  themse lv e s ,  and for  the  Egypt ians ,  
whi ch  d id  ea t  w i th  h im,  by  themse lv e s :  be cause  the  Egypt ians  might  no t  ea t  bread wi th  the  

Hebrews ;  fo r  that  i s  an abominat ion unto  the  Egypt ians .  (v32)  

 The Egyptians saw themselves as descendant from the gods and superior to 
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other races (cf. Gen. 46:34). We can see the wisdom of providence in 
putting the Israelites there to develop nationhood as a separate race before 
bringing them to Canaan. As things were, the sons of Jacob were becoming 
increasingly assimilated into the godless Canaanites.  
 

And they  sa t  be for e  h im,  the  f i r s tborn ac cord ing  to  h i s  b i r thr igh t ,  and the  younges t  
a c cord ing  to  h i s  youth :  and the  men marve l l ed  one  a t  another .  And he  took and sen t  messe s  
unto  them f rom be for e  h im:  but  Ben jamin ’s  mess  was  f i v e  t imes  so  much as  any  o f  the i r ' s .  

And they  drank,  and were  merry  wi th  h im.  (v33-34) 

Henry Morris estimates that there were 39,917,000 possible combinations of 
these seating arrangements. This providence must have spoken to them 
again. These “messes” were servings or portions of food taken from the 
host’s table. This indicated the host’s regard for his visitors.  

The extreme generosity toward Benjamin was likely a test by Joseph. 
He would want to see how his brethren would react to this obvious 
favouritism toward Benjamin by him. Would they hate him the same way 
they did him? Through the wisdom of providence all of these events are 
preparing for an effective and true reconciliation between Joseph and his 
brethren.  
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CHAPTER NINE  

 
One Final Test (Genesis 44:1-34) 

 
Joseph had one more strategy to bring his brethren to repentance. He knew 
that there could be no genuine reconciliation without true repentance. Like 
King Solomon’s judgments, these final tests are a masterstroke of wisdom. 
These tests were born out of love to his brothers and especially to his 
younger brother Benjamin. The brothers still do not know who Joseph is or 
what he is seeking to find out about them. 
 

And he  commanded the  s t eward o f  h i s  house ,  say ing ,  Fi l l  the  men ’ s  sa cks wi th  food ,  as  
much as  they  can carry ,  and put  every  man’s  money  in  h i s  sa ck’s  mouth .  And put  my cup ,  

the  s i l v e r  cup ,  in  the  sack’s  mouth o f  the  younges t ,  and h i s  corn  money .  And he  d id  
ac cord ing  to  the  word that  Joseph had spoken .  As soon as  the  morn ing  was l i gh t ,  the  men 

were  s en t  away ,  they  and the i r  ass e s .  (v1-3)  

When the eleven brothers left Joseph’s house they were no doubt in 
buoyant mood. They had every natural reason to feel relieved and confident 
as both Simeon and Benjamin were with them, they had been fed of the 
finest food in midst of a famine, their bags were full of provisions for their 
families, and they were on their way back to their loved ones in Canaan. 
However, they will discover how quickly events can turn on you.  

And when they  were  gone  out  o f  the  c i t y ,  and not  y e t  far  o f f ,  Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  s t eward ,  
Up,  fo l low a f t e r  the  men ;  and when thou dos t  over take them, say  unto  them, Where for e  

have  y e  r ewarded  ev i l  f o r  good? Is  no t  th i s  i t  in  whi ch  my lord  dr inketh ,  and whereby  indeed  
he  d iv ine th?  ye  have  done  ev i l  in  so  do ing .  And he  over took them, and he  spake unto  them 

these  same words .  (v4-6)  

If the words of the steward shocked them, then a greater one was in store 
after he began the search.   
 
And they  sa id  unto  h im,  Where for e  sa i th  my lord  these  words?  God forb id  that  thy  s e rvants  
shou ld  do  ac cord ing  to  th i s  th ing :  Beho ld ,  the  money ,  whi ch  we found in  our  sacks ’  mouths ,  
we  brought  aga in  unto  thee  out  o f  the  land o f  Canaan:  how then shou ld  we s t ea l  ou t  o f  thy  
lo rd ' s  house  s i l v e r  or  go ld?  With whomsoever  o f  thy  s e rvants  i t  be  found,  bo th  l e t  h im die ,  

and we a l so  wi l l  b e  my lord ’ s  bondmen (v7-9)  

They plead their honesty based upon their past experience. In their 
confidence they rashly go further than natural justice, as they are willing for 
all to suffer for the crimes of one. Their consciences are working right in 
this particular matter, but not so well yet in regard to their past sins. 
Deffinbaugh comments of their self-confidence, “Slavery was what these 
men had most feared (cf. 43:18), and yet they were willing to risk it because 
they were certain of their innocence.” 
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And he  sa id ,  Now a lso  l e t  i t  be  a c cord ing  unto  your  words :  he  wi th  whom i t  i s  found sha l l  
be  my servant ;  and ye  sha l l  be  b lamele s s .  Then they  speed i l y  took down every  man h i s  sa ck 

to  the  ground,  and opened every  man h i s  sa ck.  (v10-11) 

We can see this is a wise test that Joseph puts them through. Would they 
denounce Benjamin as a thief and then abandon him to his fate, as they had 
done to him 22 years previously? Would they simply attribute the false 
charge as God’s judgment on Benjamin or would they see their own guilt?  

This was a prime opportunity for them to get rid off another of 
Jacob’s favorite sons. No one would know the real truth and they could 
come up with another false story to confuse their father. After all Jacob had 
endured other heartbreaks in the past. This was a defining moment.  
 

And he  s ear ched ,  and began a t  the  e ldes t ,  and l e f t  a t  the  younges t :  and the  cup was found 
in  Ben jamin ’s  sa ck.  Then they  r en t  the i r  c lo thes ,  and laded every  man h is  ass ,  and r e turned 

to  the  c i t y .  And Judah and h is  bre thren  came to  Joseph ’ s  house ;  fo r  he  was y e t  ther e :  and 
they  f e l l  b e fo r e  h im on the  ground.  (v12-14) 

Their world comes crashing down. The anguish of rending their clothes is 
heartfelt. When Joseph was declared lost, it was only Jacob who tore his 
clothes (37:34). They know the evidence is overwhelming and that the 
Egyptians had all the power and were merciless. They are under the 
principle of chastisement espoused in Deuteronomy, 

And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the 
sole of thy foot have rest: but the LORD shall give thee there a 
trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: And thy life 
shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, 
and shalt have none assurance of thy life: (Deut. 28:55-56) 

In v7-9, these men were looking for justice, now they are looking for 
mercy. They witnessed that Joseph proved to be a man of integrity and that 
feared God so their only hope is to go there and plead for mercy. They do 
not abandon Benjamin but demonstrate their unity and care for him by all 
returning together. Something has changed in the lives of these men. 
 

And Joseph sa id  unto  them, What deed  i s  th i s  that  y e  have  done?  wot  y e  no t  that  such  a  
man as  I  can c e r ta in ly  d iv ine?  And Judah sa id ,  What sha l l  we  say  unto  my lord? what  
sha l l  we  speak? or  how sha l l  we  c l ear  ourse lv e s?  God hath found out  the  in iqu i ty  o f  thy  
s e rvants :  beho ld ,  we  are  my lord ' s  s e rvants ,  bo th  we ,  and he  a l so  wi th  whom the  cup i s  

found.  (v15-16) 

Doubtless, Joseph was eagerly waiting to see whether they all would turn up. 
There seemed no real hope now for them from a human perspective. It 
appears they all must have now acknowledged and agreed that this blow was 
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the Hand of God on them for their previous sins. They are now willing to 
do the right thing irrespective of the personal consequences.  

They now see the truth of Proverbs 28: 13 that, “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” These 
brothers knew God was exposing their guilt. God knows where all of our 
skeletons are buried and in His Sovereign timing He will bring them to the 
light. As Carr observed, 
 

God knows how to get our attention and He is not afraid to touch or 
take what He pleases to speak to our hearts. He has a silver cup that 
He can place in our lives to open our eyes when we have walked away 
from Him. Sooner or later, the silver cup will end up in your sack! 

 
Judah speaks collectively “God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants.” 

They now are convinced that God is allowing them to reap what they had 
sown 22 years earlier (incidentally, God always does). This is the first public 
confession of their past and they make no cover up or seek to deflect the 
blame. They do not blame Benjamin for his failure to check the sack, Jacob 
for his partiality to Benjamin or a conspiracy against them. Lewis Johnson 
makes a pertinent application, 

 
Tens of years may pass over your life and like these brethren you may 
be congratulating yourself that the sin is forgotten and you are safe, 
and then a train of circumstances, little suspected, but manipulated by 
divine hand will suddenly bring the truth to light and write God’s 
sentence in flaming characters upon the walls of the house in which 
you rot in careless ease.  The unforgiven sinner is never safe. 
 
The father of the royal tribe begins to look regal for the first time 

here. Judah shows his leadership and integrity in this most difficult and 
trying of circumstance. He shows humility and courtesy in his approach to 
Joseph by using “my lord” 9 times and “thy servant” 14 times. People can 
change by the grace of God. Matthew Henry put it well, “We cannot judge 
what men are by what they have been formerly, nor what they will do by 
what they have done: age and experience may make men wiser and better.” 

Did Judah pray on the way? Certainly the Sovereignty, Omniscience, 
and Justice of God are tied up in his words of confession. Certainly, this is 
what Joseph had been waiting for, as he knows they are innocent of this 
crime. It showed him that his brothers were willing to bear the penalty of 
being guilty of the false charge, in order to show the Lord that they were 
guilty of the true charge of their sins of the past.  

God had been pursing these men for 22 years to confess their sin and 
truly repent. Pride and stubbornness held them back. However, when God 
comes after you eventually men are broken to submission (Num. 32:23. One 
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very remarkable thing about the Bible is its realism.  There is no cover up of 
the lives of the tribal patriarchs. This is very different from the way in which 
we describe human affairs. 
 
And he  sa id ,  God forb id  that  I  shou ld  do  so :  but  the  man in  whose  hand the  cup i s  found,  

he  sha l l  be  my s e rvant ;  and as  fo r  you ,  g e t  you up in  peace  unto  your  fa ther .  (v17)  
 

Joseph does not reveal himself here. He still needs to test their repentance 
with one final test. It takes discernment to detect when true repentance has 
been achieved – as soon as that is realized Joseph will reveal himself.  
 
REGRET vs REPENTANCE 
 
Repentance is more than simply expressing regret over your sins. The Greek 
word literally means “a change of mind.” Repentance is when a man or a 
woman has a change of mind about God and his sins against God. It is not 
simply a regret for the consequences of sin but the sin itself. Also it means 
that you have a hatred of sin and a new course of life is sought. A changed 
mind and life demonstrates that a person has biblically repented. The Larger 
Catechism gives an excellent definition, 
 

Repentance unto life is a saving grace, wrought in the heart of a 
sinner by the Spirit and the word of God, out of the sight and sense, 
not only of the danger, but also of the filthiness and odiousness of his 
sins, and upon the apprehension of God’s mercy in Christ to such as 
are penitent, he so grieves for and hates his sins, as that he turns from 
them all to God, purposing and endeavoring to walk with Him in all 
the ways of new obedience. 

 
A classic example of this was the evident changes in the life of the swindler 
Zaccheus in Luke 19. His desire to repay all ill-gotten gains was fruits of 
genuine repentance. Sadly today many want to be Christians without having 
to change their lives. They dabble in religion but ultimately never truly 
repent. We must return them to a gospel that says “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 
 
Then Judah came near  unto  h im, and sa id ,  Oh my lord ,  l e t  thy  s e rvant ,  I  pray  thee ,  speak 

a word in  my lord ’ s  ears ,  and l e t  no t  th ine  anger  burn aga ins t  thy  s e rvant :  fo r  thou ar t  ev en  
as  Pharaoh .  My lord  asked h i s  s e rvants ,  say ing ,  Have  y e  a  fa ther ,  o r  a  bro ther?  And we 
sa id  unto  my lord ,  We have  a  fa ther ,  an o ld  man,  and a  ch i ld  o f  h i s  o ld  age ,  a  l i t t l e  one ;  

and h i s  bro ther  i s  dead ,  and he  a lone  i s  l e f t  o f  h i s  mother ,  and h i s  fa ther  love th  h im.  And 
thou sa ids t  unto  thy  s e rvants ,  Br ing  h im down unto  me ,  that  I  may s e t  mine  ey e s  upon h im.  
And we sa id  unto  my lord ,  The lad cannot  l eave  h i s  fa ther :  fo r  i f  he  shou ld  l eave  h i s  fa ther ,  
h i s  fa ther  would  d i e .  And thou sa ids t  unto  thy  s e rvants ,  Excep t  your  younges t  bro ther  come 
down wi th  you ,  y e  sha l l  s e e  my fa c e  no  more .  And i t  came to  pass  when we came up unto  thy  

s e rvant  my fa ther ,  we  to ld  h im the  words  o f  my lord .  And our  fa ther  sa id ,  Go aga in ,  and 
buy us  a  l i t t l e  f ood .  And we sa id ,  We cannot  go  down:  i f  our  younges t  bro ther  be  wi th  us ,  
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then  wi l l  we  go  down:  fo r  we  may not  s e e  the  man's  fa c e ,  excep t  our  younges t  bro ther  be  
wi th  us .  And thy  s e rvant  my fa ther  sa id  unto  us ,  Ye know that  my wi f e  bare  me two sons :  
And the  one  went  out  f rom me,  and I  sa id ,  Sure ly  he  i s  to rn  in  p i e c e s ;  and I  saw h im not  
s in c e :  And i f  y e  take th i s  a l so  f rom me,  and mis ch i e f  be fa l l  h im,  y e  sha l l  br ing  down my 
gray  ha ir s  w i th  sorrow to  the  grave .  Now there fo r e  when I  come to  thy  s e rvant  my fa ther ,  

and the  lad  be  no t  wi th  us ;  s e e ing  that  h i s  l i f e  i s  bound up in  the  lad ’ s  l i f e ;  I t  sha l l  come to  
pass ,  when he  s e e th  that  the  lad  i s  no t  wi th  us ,  that  h e  wi l l  d i e :  and thy  s e rvants  sha l l  
br ing  down the  gray  ha ir s  o f  thy  s e rvant  our  fa ther  wi th  sorrow to  the  grave .  For  thy  

s e rvant  be came sure ty  fo r  the  lad  unto  my fa ther ,  say ing ,  I f  I  br ing  h im not  unto  thee ,  then 
I  sha l l  bear  the  b lame to  my fa ther  fo r  ever .  (v18-32) 

Here was a second opportunity for the ten sons of Jacob to walk away from 
Benjamin. Repeated temptations are harder to resist. However when 
provided a golden chance to repeat their sin of abandoning their brother for 
self-interest, they all manifest a significant change of heart and action. The 
once hearts of stone had become hearts of flesh. The brothers who had lied 
to their father, now plead for mercy on his behalf. They, who had 
exclaimed, in their pride, “shalt thou indeed have dominion over us” now offer 
themselves as slaves. 

In this final test, Judah stands head and shoulders above the rest of 
the brothers. He gives one of the most moving and passionate speeches in 
all of history. It has humility and simplicity yet tact also considering he is 
pleading before the second most powerful official in Egyptian Empire. He 
began his speech in the most respectful manner.  

Luther called this speech a perfect model of prayer. H.C. Leupold 
wrote, “This is one of the manliest, most straightforward speeches ever 
delivered by any man. For depth of feeling and sincerity of purpose it stands 
unexcelled.” It truly reveals a new Judah.  

22 years previously, the brothers hated the partiality of Jacob to 
Joseph. Now they wish to protect the favourite of their father and highlight 
his special love by their father toward Benjamin. 

 
Now there fo r e ,  I  pray  thee ,  l e t  thy  s e rvant  ab ide  ins t ead o f  the  lad  a  bondman to  my lord ;  
and l e t  the  lad  go  up wi th  h i s  bre thren .  For  how sha l l  I  go  up to  my fa ther ,  and the  lad  be  

no t  w i th  me? l e s t  peradventure  I  s e e  the  ev i l  tha t  sha l l  come on my fa ther .  (v33-34) 

Joseph knew this offer was not just cheap talk having been a slave himself. 
He was immediately cognizant of the reality of Judah’s repentance over his 
past sins, his faith in God, and his sacrificial love for his father and 
Benjamin. From being the one who concocted the plan to sell Joseph into 
slavery, Judah is offering to be the slave instead of his father’s favourite son. 
He would rather perish as a slave in Egypt than see the sorrow of his father 
Jacob.  Once Judah’s relationship and view of God has changed, then his 
relationship to others follows. Steve Cole comments on the change, 
 

The cocky man of Genesis 38 now humbles himself. The greedy man 
is willing to become a slave so that his brother can go free. The man 
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who lived a sensual, pleasure-oriented, self-centered life now offers to 
deny himself any pleasure, any rights, any personal freedom, in 
exchange for his brother’s freedom. The man who had closed up his 
heart against his brother’s anguish and against his father’s grief says 
here that he cannot bear to see the pain that his father would go 
through if Benjamin did not return with them. 

 
This last verse is so full of emotion and love for Jacob. That love 

proved its reality when he offers to switch places with Benjamin. In Genesis 
49:8 his father later paid Judah this prophetic tribute, “Judah, thou art he 
whom thy brethren shall praise.” It took many years, but the grace of God 
transformed this hard and stubborn sinner into a praiseworthy brother. Cole 
adds, 
 

Judah’s appeal is encouraging because it shows us that change is 
possible when we are willing to own up to our sin with genuine 
repentance. Judah the hardened sinner becomes Judah the 
compassionate son and brother, willing to sacrifice the rest of his life, 
as far as he knew, on behalf of his father and brother. The key 
element in this change is Judah’s submission to God and his 
accepting full responsibility for his sin. 

 
 The sacrificial love shown by Judah was ultimately personified in his 
greatest descendant, the Lord Jesus Christ. The greatest tribute we could pay 
to Judah in this chapter is that he reflects the image of Christ. 
  

Oh! to  be l ike Thee ,  b lessed Redeemer ,   
This  i s  my constant  longing and prayer ;   

Gladly  I ’ l l  for f e i t  a l l  o f  earth’s  t reasures ,   
Jesus ,  Thy per f e c t  l ikeness  to  wear .  

 
Oh! to  be l ike Thee ,  oh!  to  be  l ike Thee ,   

Blessed Redeemer ,  pure as Thou art ;   
Come in Thy sweetness ,  come in Thy fu l lness ;   

Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart .  
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CHAPTER TEN  

 
Forgiveness & Restoration (Gen 45:1-28) 

 
We have now reached the climax of this riveting story. This chapter is an 
unmistakable presentation of God’s providence. It is a classic OT 
illustration of the truths set forth in Romans 8:28. However, it is much more 
than that.  

Relationships are central to Christianity. God seeks to reconcile man 
to Him and to then to each other. In Genesis 44, Joseph sought for 
repentance, but here in Genesis 45 he will show forgiveness and be 
reconciled when he sees the fruit of repentance. The order is not without 
significance. Joseph did not rush into this public act of reconciliation but 
waited patiently until his brothers had evidenced true repentance of a 
change of heart and mind.  

We may think that Joseph had many reasons to be bitter and to hold 
a grudge. The temptation to get even must have been great. But no chapter 
in this book better illustrates the practice of true biblical forgiveness. This 
man was willing to forgive them, but waited until they had repented before 
he could publicly effect a true reconciliation. Forgiveness, however, does 
not mean that you do not seek a change in the person before reconciliation.  

It is easy to talk about forgiveness, but much harder to practice it. 
When we are hurt, we instinctively want to strike back. This is especially 
difficult for hurt inflicted by family. Our problem is not that we do not 
know that we should do it, but the actual doing of it.  Forgiveness is a vital 
part of the Christian experience (Matt. 6:14-15; Eph. 4:31-32). One of the 
moving reconciliations is to see a fractured family restored. God has given 
to us all, “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18). 
 
BIBLICAL FORGIVENESS 
 
Christianity is supremely a religion of forgiveness. However, the doctrine of 
forgiveness is one that has been much misunderstood. The Bible gives us a 
number of principles and patterns about forgiveness that are worth heeding. 
We cannot make forgiveness to be more than what the Bible declares it is. 
That would be a false forgiveness.  
 
PATTERN OF FORGIVENESS 
 
The Apostle Paul gives God’s example as the pattern we are to emulate in 
forgiveness, “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). So we are to forgive one 
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another “as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” Forgiveness starts with 
God, comes down to us, and then spreads to others. The motive in 
forgiving others should be to glorify God, who has forgiven us. 

The question then arises: How does God forgive? Firstly, God does 
not ignore sin against Him. He does not glibly say “nobody’s perfect so it 
does not matter.” Furthermore, God does not reconcile into fellowship with 
Him or give a place in heaven those who stubbornly refuse to repent.  
 
ORDER OF FORGIVENESS 
 
In Luke 17 the Lord Jesus Christ sets forth the order we must follow in 
extending forgiveness to believers,  
 

Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee 
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, 
saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. (Luke 17:3-4) 

 
It should be noted that there are a number of steps that must be followed 
before we can extend forgiveness. The “trespass” or sin that has been 
committed against a person must first be rebuked. The verb “rebuke” here 
are in the imperative mood signifying that this is an absolute command from 
God. That rebuke must be done in biblical love and meekness remembering 
that the goal of the rebuke is to ultimately restore (cf. Eph. 4:15; Gal. 6:1). 
But the rebuke must be done as the sin has dishonoured God and His 
church. It is not biblical love to ignore the sin (cf. 1 Cor. 13: 6; James 5:19-
20). God takes sin seriously and so should we.  

Once the biblical rebuke has been given, then the offender must 
repent. This stage is not optional. Repentance is more than simply 
apologising or expression of regret. Biblical repentance is defined by the 
Westminster Standards as, 

 
By it a sinner, out of the sight and sense, not only of the danger, 
but also of the filthiness and odiousness of his sins, as contrary 
to the holy nature and righteous law of God, and upon the 
apprehension of his mercy in Christ to such as are penitent, so 
grieves for, and hates his sins, as to turn from them all unto 
God, purposing and endeavoring to walk with him in all the 
ways of his commandments. (WCF, Chapter XV) 
 

So to “repent” means that the offender recognises he has sinned against God 
(cf. Psa. 51:4) and also against the offended party (cf. James 5:16). In his 
repentance, the offender indicates that he recognises the depth of his sin 
and indicates that it is now a heinous thing to him. He purposes to walk a 
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different path now. Sometimes to evidence repentance, as we cannot see the 
heart of any man, we must await fuller evidence of a changed life before we 
can accept that repentance has occurred. This is normally proportionate to 
the seriousness and regularity of the offence. 

Once repentance has clearly happened the offended party is 
commanded to “forgive him.” The verb “forgive” means to let go or release and 
is also in the imperative mood. The offended party must forgive. It is not a 
matter of whether he feels like forgiving. God never says, “Forgive him or 
her if you feel like it.” Forgiveness is a decision of the will obey God’s word. 
No one “deserves” forgiveness, as it is an act of grace and mercy. God did 
not extend forgiveness to any of us because we deserved forgiveness.  

So if we are to treat men as God treats them, we must only forgive 
and reconcile with them if they truly repent. None of these stages can be left 
out. Forgiveness is obviously conditional because God gives the conditions 
in Luke 17. However, not every offender will truly repent. That is the sad 
reality of fallen humanity. Therefore, it is not always possible to extend 
forgiveness or reconcile with another party in every situation.  

An important point to note is that although God does not forgive our 
sins until we repent, He acted in kindness toward us in order to lead us to 
repentance (Rom. 2:4). Therefore, we should adopt a hopeful and prayerful 
spirit toward those who have offended us. We should look out for 
opportunities to extend kindness to the offender. The moment the offender 
truly repents, we should freely grant forgiveness. The devil seeks to entice to 
sin to destroy the offender, but we should seek to lead to repentance so that 
the offender is forgiven and reconciled.  

The Lord Jesus warned that there are consequences in not forgiving 
the repentant brother, “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:15). Unless you forgive, God will not 
forgive you. This sin will also affect our prayer life, “If I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18) and worship (cf. Matt 5:23-24). It 
leaves you open to the divine chastisement by the Lord (cf. Heb. 12:4-11). 
 

Then Joseph cou ld  not  r e f ra in  h imse l f  be fo r e  a l l  them that  s tood by  h im;  and he  c r i ed ,  
Cause  ev ery  man to  go  out  f rom me.  And there  s tood no man wi th  h im,  whi l e  Joseph made 
h imse l f  known unto  h i s  bre thren .  And he  wept  a loud :  and the  Egypt ians  and the  house  o f  

Pharaoh heard .  (v1-2)  

This tension continues from chapter 44 with the brothers nervously 
awaiting Joseph’s verdict, which would have a profound affect on their 
futures. The emotion here demonstrates the real heart of love Joseph had 
for his brethren. He was not some cruel manipulator of his brothers. This is 
the 7th time we read of Joseph weeping in this story.  

We should never imagine that those who God uses in great leadership 
have no pain. This act of forgiveness cost this man more than twenty years 
of his life. Emotions are not wrong as long as they are expressed at the right 
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time. Jesus Christ wept on a number of occasions. Joseph’s outburst is so 
strong that even the Egyptians could hear it.  
 
And Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  I  am Joseph ;  do th  my fa ther  y e t  l i v e?  And  h is  bre thren  

cou ld  no t  answer  h im;  fo r  they  were  t roub led  a t  h i s  pre s ence .  (v3) 
 
The brothers are now terrified and speechless. Doubtless many fearful 
thoughts are running through their minds all at once.  There was no possible 
way to deny their guilt, as the evidence was standing before them. Indeed, 
until verse 15, Joseph does all the talking. One moment they are looking 
into the eyes of the Prime Minister of Egypt, the next they are see the 
brother they cruelly sold as a slave many years earlier. They had hoped that 
the governor would be impartial and not influenced by other factors. In 
their conscience-stricken silence, they now feared the worst, as their sins 
cannot be hidden. This is a good picture of an awakened sinner standing 
before the judgment throne of God – speechless and helpless.  
 
And Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  Come near  to  me ,  I  pray  you .  And they  came near .  And 
he  sa id ,  I  am Joseph your  bro ther ,  whom ye  so ld  in to  Egypt .  Now ther e for e  be  no t  g r i ev ed ,  

nor  angry  wi th  yourse lv e s ,  tha t  y e  so ld  me h i ther :  fo r  God d id  s end me be for e  you to  
pres e rve  l i f e .  For  thes e  two years  hath the  famine  been  in  the  land :  and ye t  ther e  are  f i v e  

y ears ,  in  the  whi ch  ther e  sha l l  ne i ther  be  ear ing  nor  harves t .  (v4-6)  

When someone cries like this they know he is either angry or is in grief. 
They fear it may be the former. But Joseph is very tender, “come near to me I 
pray.” This may imply the brothers had fallen back in terror from him. 
Previously, they had driven him away from them, but now he calls them to 
come near.  

What a magnanimous spirit Joseph had. As God’s man his words are 
filled with hope and encouragement. There was neither a word of hostility 
nor a hint of revenge. Unresolved anger allowed to fester often leads to 
bitterness, hostility, and revenge. A man can harbour bitterness and revenge 
in his soul towards those who had wronged him. But he could also respond 
like Joseph. In this great emotional moment when all the pain flooded his 
soul, Joseph thought of the welfare of his brethren. 
 It is notable how Joseph sees God everywhere in his life and brings it 
into his conversation (Gen 39:9; 40:8; 41:16, 25, 52; 42:18; 43:29; 50:20, 24-
25). This man viewed everything from a vertical and not merely a horizontal 
perspective. In 5 verses in this address he mentions God 4 times alone! He 
repeatedly emphasises the overriding providence of God in his life. Too 
often God is incidental to our thinking whereas He should be the centre. 
Even our enemies are actually instruments in God’s hands. Seeing God at 
the hub of all his circumstances quenched Joseph’s bitterness. Steve Cole 
comments how this allowed Joseph to forgive, 
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The key to reconciliation is your attitude and the key to your attitude is 
submitting yourself to the sovereign God. The remarkable thing about 
Joseph’s life was not his brilliance. It was not his administrative ability, 
although he was gifted there. It was his attitude, especially in response 
to unfair treatment. And the reason for his attitude was his relationship 
to the sovereign God. 

 
 Out attitude to God determines the greatness of our character. It is 
not easy to see God in the great evil that had been perpetrated against this 
man. Now Joseph’s act of forgiving does not cover up their sin as he makes 
clear, “ye sold me hither.” Nor is Joseph blaming God for the evil. As 
Deffinbaugh adds, “Men may sin by attempting to do what is unacceptable 
to God, while at the same time they are accomplishing what God has 
purposed.” The writer, George Bush also makes clear,  
 

Yet for our humiliation let us remember that the nature of sin is not 
altered by the use that God makes of it. Poison does not cease to be 
poison, because it may enter into the composition of healing 
medicines. 
  
Joseph is acknowledging the great wisdom of providence that God 

can work through the actions of wicked men for His glory (Psa. 76:10; Acts 
2:23). He does not accuse God or being arbitrary but makes clear that God 
did what He did for a reason, “to preserve life.”  Theologically he realised and 
believed that God ruled his life, not men or even circumstances. However, 
he practiced what he preached by making his creed and conduct consistent.  

It is an axiom that the more we understand theologically the truth of 
God, the better we are then able to deal with the trials and circumstances of 
life. Providence is not some mysterious doctrine for theologians to debate, 
but a truth that should profoundly impact how we all think and live our 
lives. That is the focus that Joseph wants his brothers to see so they can 
glorify the prerogatives of a sovereign God. 
 Joseph is the classic example of the doctrine of providence working 
in a man’s life. During the early part of these 22 years in Egypt it is not easy 
to see God turning this around, but He does. There is no indication that 
Joseph recognized this until now. He just had to cling on in faith. They may 
have put Joseph in a pit but God will put him on a throne.  

We always see much less than what God sees. It means there are no 
accidents in this world. As one writer said, “Christians do not allow for 
meaningless events to take place, because at the heart of the Christian 
worldview is the idea that everything in history has a purpose in the mind of 
Almighty God. God is a purposive God; He is not chaotic.” 

The life of a believer has often been compared to a giant jigsaw 
puzzle. The problem is that we are not given all of the pieces at the 
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beginning nor are we given a box with the picture on it guide us. It is only 
over time as we are given more pieces that we can begin to understand the 
picture God has in His mind for us. Just as in the story of Joseph we will see 
God working providentially through the seemingly little inconsequential 
things as well as the major events.  

The Apostle Paul made this most wonderful statement that is hard to 
appropriate by faith, 
 

For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

 
This “all” gives us a hard time! Now Paul is not preaching some theory but a 
painful reality, as he suffered greatly for the gospel (2 Cor. 11:23-33). 
However, he pointed out, 
 

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18) 

 
The problem is that we cannot stop looking at physical things only. You 
cannot go through life hitting back at all those who hit you. If you live by 
sight and not by faith, you will never see God’s Hand in it. By contrast, you 
will live a defeated Christian life. You can focus on the wicked brothers of 
Joseph tearing that coat from his back, abusing him, and then selling him as 
a slave to a fate worse than death! You can note the anger and murder on 
their faces as they did this. But you must see God triumphing through it all 
for His glory. Yet as Ray Pritchard notes of Joseph’s testimony,  
 

There is enormous irony in his words. The very thing used against 
him (their betrayal) results in his exaltation so that he can now save 
the brothers who betrayed him. 
 
The world says, “seeing is believing” whereas God demands the 

reverse, “believing is seeing.” For when you believe by faith God is working 
then by faith you will see it. We must all learn to relate God to every event 
in our lives, whether good or seemingly bad. Too often we start to think like 
the evolutionist and attribute our negative circumstances to bad luck! Cole 
also observes, 

 
To do this, you’ve got to look past what seem to be the primary 
causes, to God who is really the primary cause. It looks like 
somebody mistreated you; but really, it is God disciplining you as a 
loving father disciplines his child. The apostle Paul did this. To all 
outward appearances, it looked like he was a prisoner of Caesar. But 



	   70	  

he never referred to himself that way. Rather, it was always, “Paul, a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus.” Yes, Rome had wrongly thrown Paul in 
prison; but it wasn’t Rome--it was the Lord! Even if it’s Satan who is 
causing you problems (which is relatively rare), he can’t do anything 
which God hasn’t allowed him to do. God’s purpose in all the things 
which seem to be against you is to bring ultimate glory to Himself 
and good to you, as you trust Him. 

 
And God sen t  me be for e  you to  pres erve  you a  pos t e r i t y  in  the  ear th ,  and to  save  your  l i v e s  

by  a  gr ea t  de l iv e rance .  So now i t  was  no t  you that  s en t  me h i ther ,  but  God:  and he  hath 
made me a  fa ther  to  Pharaoh ,  and lord  o f  a l l  h i s  house ,  and a  ru l e r  throughout  a l l  the  land 
o f  Egypt .  Haste  y e ,  and go  up to  my fa ther ,  and say  unto  h im, Thus sa i th  thy  son Joseph ,  
God hath made me lord  o f  a l l  Egypt :  come down unto  me ,  tarry  no t :  And thou sha l t  dwe l l  

in  the  land o f  Goshen ,  and thou sha l t  be  near  unto  me ,  thou ,  and thy  ch i ldr en ,  and thy  
ch i ldren ' s  ch i ldren ,  and thy  f l o cks ,  and thy  herds ,  and a l l  tha t  thou has t : And there  w i l l  I  

nour i sh  thee ;  f o r  y e t  ther e  are  f i v e  y ears  o f  famine ;  l e s t  thou ,  and thy  househo ld ,  and a l l  
that  thou has t ,  come to  pover ty .  And,  beho ld ,  your  ey e s  s e e ,  and the  ey e s  o f  my bro ther  

Ben jamin ,  that  i t  i s  my mouth that  speaketh  unto  you . And ye  sha l l  t e l l  my fa ther  o f  a l l  
my g lory  in  Egypt ,  and o f  a l l  that  y e  have  s e en ;  and ye  sha l l  has t e  and br ing  down my 

fa ther  h i ther .  (v7-13) 
 
Joseph now sees very clearly God’s providential wisdom. None of his 
suffering was for a loss, as God had a purpose. This is not a stroke of good 
luck but God is faithful to the Abrahamic covenant in redemptive history. 
In our difficult times, we need to remind ourselves that God could be using 
us to save others. Sometimes we see our trials as merely affecting ourselves. 
In the maze of life we may be tempted to question what God is doing. We 
may even think He is absent but God is always there!  

When you see God on the throne in good times and in evil, then you 
will have no problem forgiving. Joseph is not boasting here about his 
position, as he sees God in it all. When you can still acknowledge after 9 
years as Prime Minister, “He made me a father to Pharaoh” then God can 
elevate you to such a position. As you go through your life pilgrimage 
disappointed by people and circumstances, keep your eyes on the doctrine 
of God’s Sovereign Person. 

Joseph here wants to remind his father of God’s faithfulness to the 
dream revelations. He also doubtless wanted to encourage his father that he 
had the means to provide for the entire family during the famine. Grace not 
only allows you to forgive but to extend great kindness to those who have 
hurt you the most. After the pain that Joseph had endured through the 
cruelty of his own brothers, few would want such men near them. However, 
few men have the character of Joseph. 

The true heart of Joseph is revealed now. This scene of love and 
forgiveness is almost unparalleled in Scripture. This “kiss” is a sign of peace 
and reconciliation. The grace and love of Joseph’s forgiveness encourages 
the brothers to respond and they now “talked with him.” 
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And the  fame thereo f  was heard in  Pharaoh 's  house ,  say ing ,  Joseph 's  bre thren  are  come:  
and i t  p l eased  Pharaoh we l l ,  and h i s  s e rvants .  And Pharaoh sa id  unto  Joseph ,  Say unto  
thy  bre thren ,  This  do  y e ;  lade  your  beas t s ,  and go ,  g e t  you unto  the  land o f  Canaan;  And 

take your  fa ther  and your  househo lds ,  and come unto  me :  and I  wi l l  g iv e  you the  good o f  the  
land o f  Egypt ,  and ye  sha l l  ea t  the  fa t  o f  the  land .  Now thou ar t  commanded ,  th i s  do  y e ;  

take you wagons  out  o f  the  land o f  Egypt  fo r  your  l i t t l e  ones ,  and for  your  wives ,  and br ing  
your  fa ther ,  and come.  Also  r egard not  your  s tu f f ;  f o r  the  good o f  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt  i s  
your ' s .  And the  ch i ldren  o f  I s rae l  d id  so :  and Joseph gave  them wagons ,  a c cord ing  to  the  

commandment  o f  Pharaoh ,  and gave  them prov i s ion  for  the  way .  To a l l  o f  them he  gave  each  
man changes  o f  ra iment ;  but  to  Ben jamin he  gave  three  hundred  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r ,  and f i v e  
changes  o f  ra iment .  And to  h i s  fa ther  he  s en t  a f t e r  th i s  manner ;  t en  asse s  laden wi th  the  

good th ings  o f  Egypt ,  and t en  she  ass e s  laden wi th  corn  and bread and meat  fo r  h i s  fa ther  
by  the  way .  (v16-23) 

 
Joseph’s brothers are blessed because of Joseph. Often this happens in 
God’s family. These wagons were the Rolls Royce’s of that day. This was a 
stark change for these brothers who were on the point of starvation. What 
grace is now extended to such undeserving sinners.  

These brothers tore Joseph’s coat of his back but now he clothed 
them. He did not put them on probation, but immediately forgave. 17 years 
later in Genesis 50 this attitude is still permanent. That is also an important 
attribute of biblical forgiveness.  
 
So he  s en t  h i s  bre thren  away ,  and they  depar t ed :  and he  sa id  unto  them, See  that  y e  fa l l  no t  

ou t  by  the  way .  (v24)  

 
Joseph is a shrewd judge of character. He knew the old nature could easily 
flare up on the way home, as they debated how to break the news to Jacob. 
Indeed, he had witnessed this inadvertently (Gen. 42:21-22). Few handle 
changes of circumstances well. 
 
And they  went  up out  o f  Egypt ,  and came in to  the  land o f  Canaan unto  Jacob the i r  fa ther ,  

And to ld  h im,  say ing ,  Joseph i s  y e t  a l iv e ,  and he  i s  governor  over  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt .  
And Jacob ' s  hear t  fa in t ed ,  fo r  he  be l i ev ed  them not .  And they  to ld  h im a l l  the  words  o f  

Joseph ,  whi ch  he  had sa id  unto  them: and when he  saw the  wagons  whi ch  Joseph had s en t  to  
carry  h im,  the  sp i r i t  o f  Ja cob  the i r  fa ther  r ev iv ed :  And Israe l  sa id ,  I t  i s  enough ;  Joseph my 

son i s  y e t  a l iv e :  I  w i l l  go  and se e  h im be for e  I  d i e .  (v25-28) 

What joy must have come into the heart of Jacob as he saw the sons 
approaching laden with provisions. Ironically, Jacob believed the previous 
report that Joseph was dead when he was actually alive. Now Jacob refuses 
to believe he is alive when is alive! Years ago this man had buried hope for 
Joseph in his mind. Doubtless, he also was cognisant of his other sons’ 
reputation for dishonesty. Most of us are generally more ready to believe 
bad news than good.  

This expression “all the words” this included all the spiritual wisdom 
about God that Joseph had said. Jacob would, no doubt, recognise this 
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coming from the lips of Joseph.  However, it was only when he saw the 
“wagons” that he finally believed. Sadly we often need to see the tangible 
before we believe what God has done.  

Most times of depression in our lives are due to wrong thinking 
about God and His promises. But remember Romans 8:28 is still in the 
book! Pritchard makes a pertinent application, 
 

We are like ants crawling across a painting by Rembrandt. When we 
come to the darker colors, it seems as if the entire painting is dark, 
somber, forbidding. Everything around us is dark brown or dark blue 
or midnight black. But if we could only stand back from the painting, 
we would see that the darker hues are offset by lighter colors—red, 
green, yellow, blue and orange. It is the darkness of the darker hues 
that makes the brighter colors stand out so vividly. So it is with life 
itself. We may spend days or weeks or years in the dark tones of life. 
Sickness, heartache, tragedy, mistreatment and betrayal may cause us 
to think that there are no lighter tones. But God is painting a 
masterpiece in your life and before he is finished, he will use every 
color on his palette. If you do not see the final product on earth, you 
will see it clearly in heaven. 
 
How can we live like this in a world where tragedy is never far away? 
The answer is simple though not easy to put into practice. We live 
this way by faith. We choose to believe that God is at work in 
everything that happens to us. And we choose to believe that even 
when we see nothing at all that makes sense to us. Faith like that is 
made strong when it is based on the Word of God. And that’s why 
the story of Joseph is so important. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN  

 
Reunion Day (Genesis 46:1-34) 

 
Often God steps in to communicate with His children at the crisis moments 
of life such as when Paul was at Corinth (Acts 18:9). However, we should 
not imagine that God speaks to the saints directly all the time. Jacob is at the 
point of a crossroads in his life and God will assure him directly of his 
future. One of the greatest weapons that the devil uses to attack the saints 
of God is fear and discouragement. I was reading a story recently that 
illustrates this: 
 

A familiar legend tells how the devil had put his tools up for sale, 
each marked with the appropriate price. Hatred, lust, jealousy, deceit, 
lying and pride were all there. Apart from these and marked with a 
ridiculously high price was a harmless looking but well-worn tool. A 
buyer asked, “What tool is this?” “Discouragement,” replied the 
devil. “And why is it priced so high?” asked the man. “Because it is 
more useful to me than the others. I can pry open a man’s heart with 
that when I can’t get near to him with anything else. It’s so badly 
worn because I use it on almost everyone, since few people know it 
belongs to me.” 

 
This story we see exemplified in the lives of the saints of God in Scripture. 
Moses got to the point of defeat, that he complained, “I am not able to bear all 
this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.” He then added, “And if Thou deal 
thus with me, kill me, I pray Thee, out of hand” (Num. 11:14, 15). Elijah 
depressed bitterly cried, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life” (1 
Kings 19:4). So, too, Jonah prayed, “Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech Thee, 
my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live” (Jonah 4:3).  

Because the Word of God “was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, 
daily,” Jeremiah wanted to quit and testified, “Then I said, I will not make 
mention of Him, nor speak any more in His name.” (Jeremiah 20:9) Even the great 
missionary and evangelist, the Apostle Paul was at times afflicted by fears 
and discouragement. He testified that they were, “cast down” and said, “For, 
when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every 
side; without were fightings, within were fears” (2 Cor. 7:5-6). 
 

And Israe l  took h i s  j ourney  wi th  a l l  that  he  had ,  and came to  Beersheba ,  and o f f e r ed  
sacr i f i c e s  unto  the  God o f  h i s  fa ther  I saac .  (v1)  

 



	   74	  

Jacob is at the boundary of the Promised Land at Beersheba, the 
southernmost point in Canaan. Before he exits, he seeks God. Jacob had not 
sought Him when he heard about the news of Simeon’s imprisonment. As 
he seems now to have learned to put God first in his decisions one writer 
commented, “life begins at 130.” 
 When a person is at a point of great change and decision in his life, it 
is important to wait and see if God is in the proposed move. God is 
honoured when we seek Him (1 Chron. 28:9; James 4:2,3). He wants to 
“Make you perfect in every good work to do His will” (Hebrews 13:21). King Saul 
was a man who could never wait on God. He always wanted to be in control 
by the power and wisdom of the flesh. George Muller wisely advised all 
believers, “Seek to have no will of your own…... so that you can honestly 
say, you are willing to do the will of God.” 

It would have been easy for Jacob to rush down to Egypt because of 
financial gain, status, and emotional desires to see Joseph. But Jacob knew 
that if God was not in the move then any emotional joy in seeing Joseph 
would ultimately be offset by hardship and pain outside the will of God. 
The greatest blessing and privilege for a believer is to know and experience 
the approval and blessing of God in a situation.   

Often we get caught up in the excitement and emotions of a change 
in our lives and forget to seek God’s guidance. It’s easy to be mistaken by 
emotions and subjective impressions. Like many believers, Jacob had wasted 
many years when he had depended on self. Now he worships God and 
sacrificed to Him. Doubtless, this was for: 
 
(a) Confession of sin  
(b) Guidance  
(c) Thankfulness for the preservation of Joseph and the change in the sons.  
 
It seems obvious from God’s response that Jacob was somewhat fearful 
about this move. This would not be a short trip, but he would likely be 
going to Egypt to die! This would be the last act of worship in the Promised 
Land by Abraham’s seed for half a millennium. In Genesis 28 God had 
promised to be with him wherever he went, but the old man needed 
reassurance. This was a huge step of faith, as there were a number of things 
that would have concerned Jacob: 
 

a) Jacob was an old man of 130 years. It is not easy to endure change 
and such a journey at his advanced age. Youth seeks adventure but 
the elderly prefer few radical changes.  

b) The land of the great Pharaohs was a sophisticated, cultured 
environment whereas he was simply a nomadic herdsman. 

c) Egypt was a pagan, polytheistic place and no doubt Jacob was well 
aware of what such a worldly atmosphere could have on his 
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children/grandchildren. Jacob would have been aware that Abraham 
had a great failure there and his father Isaac was forbidden to go 
there.  

d) Jacob would have known that future evil was prophesied there for his 
descendants in Genesis 15:13. He also knew that God’s promise 
involved Canaan, not Egypt. 

 
And God spake unto  I srae l  in  the  v i s ions  o f  the  n igh t ,  and sa id ,  Jacob ,  Jacob .  And he  

sa id ,  Here  am I .  And He sa id ,  I  am God,  the  God o f  thy  fa ther :  f ear  no t  to  go  down in to  
Egypt ;  fo r  I  w i l l  ther e  make o f  thee  a  gr ea t  nat ion :  I  w i l l  go  down wi th  thee  in to  Egypt ;  

and I  wi l l  a l so  sure ly  br ing  thee  up aga in :  and Joseph sha l l  put  h i s  hand upon th ine  ey e s .  
(v2-4)  

God shows His personal interest and care for this man by speaking to him 
personally, “Jacob, Jacob.” Whenever God is seeking to encourage us, He 
doesn’t tell us to just think positively or trust in ourselves. Rather, He always 
points to Himself and His Divine attributes, “I am God.” This covenantal 
statement “I am the God of thy fathers” is also significant. It points Jacob to the 
fact that God has been faithful to many generations in his family. Often we 
overlook this, as we are so individualistic and self-centred.   

We see this truth illustrated in the life of Joshua. When Joshua faced 
the fearsome prospect of leading Israel after the death of Moses, the Lord 
encouraged the young leader. What God pointed Joshua to focus upon was 
God and His Word. He first directed Joshua focus unto God, “There shall not 
any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Joshua 1:6). The power was not 
in Moses but in God so if Joshua had the God of Moses that was all that he 
needed.  

Joshua was also instructed to live with his life saturated in obedience 
to God’s Word, “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper withersoever thou goest. This book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success” (Joshua 1:7-8). 

God then gave Jacob a specific and personal promise to assure him, 
“fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: I will go 
down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall 
put his hand upon thine eyes.” Three times God emphasized that “I will” do 
something for Jacob. God is just as much in Egypt as He is in Canaan. 
 This “put his hand upon thine eyes” seems to be an idiom that Joseph as 
the birthright heir will be the last to cover his father’s eyes when he dies. 
Moses, doubtless, included this whole incident to comfort Israel that their 
sojourn in Egypt was all part of God’s great covenantal plan for His chosen 
people. 
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And Jacob rose  up f rom Beersheba :  and the  sons  o f  I s rae l  carr i ed  Jacob the i r  fa ther ,  and 
the i r  l i t t l e  ones ,  and the i r  w ives ,  in  the  wagons  whi ch  Pharaoh had sen t  to  carry  h im. And 
they  took the i r  ca t t l e ,  and the i r  goods ,  whi ch  they  had go t t en  in  the  land o f  Canaan,  and 

came in to  Egypt ,  Ja cob ,  and a l l  h i s  s e ed  wi th  h im: His  sons ,  and h i s  sons '  sons  wi th  h im, 
h i s  daughter s ,  and h i s  sons '  daughter s ,  and a l l  h i s  s e ed  brought  he  wi th  h im in to  Egypt .  

(v5-7)  
 
It seems that by faith Jacob believed and immediately left on the basis of 
God’s promise and providence. The God-honouring sequence is “ask, 
listen, and then obey.” God’s direction may not always seem the best way in 
your mind or in the opinions of others, but it will always be the best. Jacob’s 
total obedience is evidenced by the fact that, “all his seed brought he with 
him into Egypt.” This is not just a good sign of the faith of Jacob but of the 
unity of mind in the family and respect for the authority of the Patriarch. 

And these  are  the  names  o f  the  ch i ldren  o f  I s rae l ,  whi ch  came in to  Egypt ,  Jacob and h i s  
sons :  Reuben ,  Jacob ' s  f i r s tborn .  And the  sons  o f  Reuben ;  Hanoch ,  and Phal lu ,  and 

Hezron ,  and Carmi .  And the  sons  o f  S imeon ;  J emue l ,  and Jamin ,  and Ohad,  and Jach in ,  
and Zohar ,  and Shaul  the  son o f  a  Canaani t i sh  woman.  And the  sons  o f  Lev i ;  Gershon ,  

Kohath ,  and Merar i .  And the  sons  o f  Judah;  Er,  and Onan,  and She lah ,  and Pharez ,  and 
Zarah:  but  Er and Onan d i ed  in  the  land o f  Canaan.  And the  sons  o f  Pharez were  Hezron 
and Hamul .  And the  sons  o f  I s sachar ;  To la ,  and Phuvah,  and Job ,  and Shimron .  And the  
sons  o f  Zebulun ;  Sered ,  and Elon ,  and Jah le e l .  These  be  the  sons  o f  Leah,  whi ch  she  bare  

unto  Jacob  in  Padanaram, wi th  h i s  daughter  Dinah:  a l l  the  sou l s  o f  h i s  sons  and h i s  
daughter s  were  th i r ty  and three .  And the  sons  o f  Gad;  Ziphion ,  and Hagg i ,  Shuni ,  and 

Ezbon,  Eri ,  and Arodi ,  and Are l i .  And the  sons  o f  Asher ;  J imnah,  and Ishuah,  and Isu i ,  
and Ber iah ,  and Serah the i r  s i s t e r :  and the  sons  o f  Ber iah ;  Heber ,  and Malch i e l .  These  are  
the  sons  o f  Zi lpah ,  whom Laban gave  to  Leah h i s  daughter ,  and these  she  bare  unto  Jacob ,  

ev en  s ixte en  sou l s .  The sons  o f  Rache l  Jacob ' s  w i f e ;  Jo s eph ,  and Ben jamin .  And unto  
Joseph in  the  land o f  Egypt  were  born Manasseh  and Ephra im, which  Asenath the  daughter  

o f  Pot ipherah pr i e s t  o f  On bare  unto  h im.  And the  sons  o f  Ben jamin were  Be lah ,  and 
Becher ,  and Ashbe l ,  Gera ,  and Naaman,  Ehi ,  and Rosh ,  Muppim, and Huppim, and 

Ard.  These  are  the  sons  o f  Rache l ,  whi ch  were  born to  Jacob :  a l l  the  sou l s  were  four t e en .  
And the  sons  o f  Dan;  Hushim.  And the  sons  o f  Naphta l i ;  Jahzee l ,  and Guni ,  and Jezer ,  
and Shi l l em.  These  are  the  sons  o f  Bi lhah,  whi ch  Laban gave  unto  Rache l  h i s  daughter ,  

and she  bare  thes e  unto  Jacob :  a l l  the  sou l s  were  s even .  Al l  the  sou l s  that  came wi th  Jacob 
in to  Egypt ,  whi ch  came out  o f  h i s  lo ins ,  bes ides  Jacob ' s  sons '  w ives ,  a l l  the  sou l s  were  

three s cor e  and s ix ;  And the  sons  o f  Joseph ,  whi ch  were  born h im in  Egypt ,  were  two sou l s :  
a l l  the  sou l s  o f  the  house  o f  Jacob ,  whi ch  came in to  Egypt ,  were  three s cor e  and t en .  (v8-27) 

Often we look at lists like this in a disinterested way and quickly skip over 
them. However, they do reveal a number of things: 

(a) God knows and is interested in people. 
(b) God is a God of order and note’s generations. 
(c) God has plans. 
(d) God works through families. 
(d) God works at His own timetable. This may be a slow beginning – 1 to 
70 in 215 years, but then to millions in a few hundred years (cf. Num. 1:46).  
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God is faithful and we need to trust that He knows what He is doing. We 
should never be tempted to shortcut His perfect will. Abraham tried to do 
so with Hagar with disastrous consequences. Sometimes we despise the day 
of small things forgetting that the Saviour as Head of the Church poured 
His life of ministry into just 12 disciples.  
 The family of Jacob left Canaan as refugees, but they would return as 
a mighty nation to conquer the land. However, this incident recorded here 
reminded this now great nation that God chose them when they were 
nothing, 
 

The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because 
ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all 
people (Deut. 7:7) 

 
We often think adversity is a sign of God’s judgment, yet God will use such 
to build a nation. Egypt will be the womb for the formation and birth of a 
great nation, “Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten persons; and 
now the LORD thy God hath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude” (Deut. 
10:22). 430 years of common grace are now also extended as part of God’s 
great and wise sovereign plan to the Canaanites to repent. At least Rahab 
and her family would be the fruits of that. The intermarriage in Canaan 
mentioned here in v10 may well be an indication why God placed the 
descendants of Jacob in isolation in Egypt.   
 

And he  s en t  Judah be for e  h im unto  Joseph ,  to  d i r e c t  h i s  fa c e  unto  Goshen ;  and they  came 
in to  the  land o f  Goshen .  (v28)  

 
It seems Jacob now respects the new Judah.  
 
And Joseph made r eady  h i s  char io t ,  and went  up to  mee t  I srae l  h i s  fa ther ,  to  Goshen ,  and 

pres en t ed  h imse l f  unto  h im;  and he  f e l l  on  h i s  ne ck ,  and wept  on h i s  ne ck a  good whi l e .  
And Israe l  sa id  unto  Joseph ,  Now l e t  me d i e ,  s in c e  I  have  s e en  thy  fa c e ,  be cause  thou ar t  

y e t  a l i v e .  (v29-30) 

These are brief words but what a reunion this must have been. It is one of 
the most beautiful moments of the Book of Genesis.  Joseph must have 
dreamed about this for more than 22 years. The splendour and strength of 
this man must have been a sharp contrast to the aged and famine-stricken 
father. We can only but marvel at the respect, love, and tenderness of 
Joseph to his beloved father. He may have been the second most important 
man on the planet but he was still the son of Jacob. 22 years of separation 
and hurt prove that circumstances had not hardened his heart.  

This expression shows that Jacob is now content to die, although 
God in grace still had 17 years of blessing in store for him. All of his dreams 
were coming true. What joy must have been in his heart as he saw the 
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spiritual maturity of Joseph. Parents should rejoice to see this growth in 
their children. Now, Jacob could witness this in Joseph and even in the ten 
older brothers.  
 We often forget that our children follow us into eternity. That means 
that we need to choose our life partner with care and ensure that we live 
right before them. No material success will give a parent more joy or more 
sorrow. Many parents die heart-broken concerning their children. If God 
ordained that you have a family, then He wants your family life to be a 
priority. As Cole observed, “Real joy in life comes through relationships, not 
through where you live or what you own. God has given us the family as the 
primary place to nurture those relationships.” 
 

And Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  and unto  h i s  fa ther ’ s  house ,  I  w i l l  go  up ,  and shew 
Pharaoh ,  and say  unto  h im, My bre thren ,  and my fa ther ’ s  house ,  whi ch  were  in  the  land o f  

Canaan,  are  come unto  me ;  And the  men are  shepherds ,  fo r  the i r  t rade  hath  been  to  f e ed  
ca t t l e ;  and they  have  brought  the i r  f l o cks ,  and the i r  herds , and a l l  that  they  have .  (v31-32) 

Despite his status and the fact that Pharaoh had already promised Joseph’s 
family the best of Egypt (45:18), Joseph is not presumptuous here. He does 
not simply select the best location and claim it for his family. Instead, he 
follows carefully the order and protocol. It is noticeable in his words to 
Pharaoh he puts the monarch under no sense of owing Joseph anything.  
 

And i t  sha l l  come to  pass ,  when Pharaoh sha l l  ca l l  you ,  and sha l l  say ,  What i s  your  
o c cupat ion? That  y e  sha l l  say ,  Thy s e rvants ’  t rade  hath  been  about  ca t t l e  f rom our  youth  

even  unt i l  now,  bo th  we ,  and a l so  our  fa ther s :  that  y e  may dwe l l  in  the  land o f  Goshen ;  fo r  
ev ery  shepherd  i s  an abominat ion unto  the  Egypt ians .  (v33-34) 

This is not a lie, as they did keep cattle. However to avoid mentioning the 
offensive term “sheep” is wisdom in seeking not to give undue offence to the 
leader of Egypt. Goshen was a fertile area for grazing cattle at the North 
East part of the Nile Delta. As shepherds they would be isolated from the 
Egyptians. Providence had already made a way for Israel to be secluded and 
protected whilst in Egypt. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE  

 
The Patriarch and The Pharaoh (Genesis 47:1-31) 

 
It is fascinating to see the character of Joseph from different perspectives. 
Like a polished diamond, he shines from every angle. One of the most 
difficult places to be consistent for God is in the work place, especially in 
the world of politics. Joseph wonderfully demonstrates how to do this. One 
of the great things about Joseph was that he was able as a slave or a Prime 
Minister to effectively serve God and man. He lived out the command, 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Cor. 10:31) 
 

Then Joseph came and to ld  Pharaoh ,  and sa id ,  My fa ther  and my bre thren ,  and the i r  
f l o cks ,  and the i r  herds ,  and a l l  that  they  have ,  are  come out  o f  the  land o f  Canaan;  and ,  
beho ld ,  they  are  in  the  land o f  Goshen .  And he  took some o f  h i s  bre thren ,  ev en  f i v e  men ,  

and pres en t ed  them unto  Pharaoh .  (v1-2)  

The Egyptians despised shepherds, but Joseph handled this awkward 
situation with wisdom and tact. This seemingly trivial prejudice will be 
woven into God’s sovereign purpose for Israel. Indeed, it is impossible to 
objectively read the life of Joseph and deny the truth of God’s 
providence. Joseph also would have been cognisant of the fact that it was 
vital for his family to live separate lives from the pagan and the immoral 
culture. As Maclaren says, “prudence is as needful as enthusiasm.”  

Joseph, as a discerning observer of human nature, carefully chose 
which of his brothers to appear before the great Pharaoh. He does not 
presume on the king just because of his position and standing as a “father” to 
Pharaoh. Courtesy and meekness are Christian virtues.  
 

And Pharaoh sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  What i s  your  o c cupat ion? And they  sa id  unto  
Pharaoh ,  Thy s e rvants  are  shepherds ,  bo th  we ,  and a l so  our  fa ther s .  They  sa id  morever  unto  
Pharaoh ,  For  to  so journ in  the  land are  we  come;  fo r  thy  s e rvants  have  no  pas ture  fo r  the i r  

f l o cks ;  fo r  the  famine  i s  sor e  in  the  land o f  Canaan:  now there fo r e ,  we  pray  thee ,  l e t  thy  
s e rvants  dwe l l  in  the  land o f  Goshen .  And Pharaoh spake unto  Joseph ,  say ing ,  Thy fa ther  

and thy  bre thren  are  come unto  thee :  The land o f  Egypt  i s  be for e  the e ;  in  the  bes t  o f  the  
land make thy  fa ther  and bre thren  to  dwe l l ;  in  the  land o f  Goshen l e t  them dwe l l :  and i f  

thou knowes t  any  men o f  a c t i v i t y  among them, then  make them ru l e r s  over  my ca t t l e .  (v3-6)  

This expression “sojourn” may be an indication that these brethren see 
themselves as pilgrims now. Just a short time before these men were 
starving herdsmen, but now they have been promoted to be Pharaoh’s 
official herdsmen.  God often works through the hearts of unsaved people 
to aid His people and God’s ultimate purposes (cf. Prov. 21:1). Ligon 
Duncan comments, 
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Humanly speaking, we would not have expected a warm reception for 
Jacob’s family.  But humans aren’t in control here.  And Pharaoh 
considered a god by his own people, is not in control here.  The God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is in control here.  This is one of those 
beautiful incidents in which God rewards faith temporally.  God 
doesn’t always show us that our decisions have been the right 
decisions by rewarding us immediately providentially.  Just because 
we do the right thing, doesn’t mean that everything will immediately 
turn out right.  There are many times in our lives, where in fact, doing 
the right thing, provokes the evil one, or provokes the world against 
us.  But in God’s goodness, in this passage, God rewards the faith of 
Jacob.  Think of the tremendous thing that Jacob has done.  He has 
uprooted himself from the land of promise.  He has committed 
himself to dying in a strange land, a pagan land.  He will never again 
see the land of his fathers with his own eyes.  And God rewards the 
faith to obey in Jacob with kindness in His providence.  He confirms 
that His hand is upon Jacob’s family.  

 
And Joseph brought  in  Jacob h i s  fa ther ,  and se t  h im be for e  Pharaoh :  and Jacob b l e s s ed  

Pharaoh .  (v7)  

 
There is always a temptation when standing before the great and the good 
of this world that we be sycophantic and dilute the sharp edge of our 
testimony. Years before, the old Jacob would have seen this as a golden 
opportunity to enhance his personal position. But now things have changed. 
The 130 year-old Jacob blesses Pharaoh twice – going in and out. Likely, he 
prayed that the Lord would be gracious unto Pharaoh and prosper him. 
Israel the prince of God, Israel, appears before Pharaoh the prince of Egypt.  

Pharaoh had greatly exalted Joseph and blessed him so Jacob returns 
the kindness. Jacob is giving testimony to the greatest monarch of his day of 
the One True God. The old Patriarch is not intimidated by the power, 
wealth, and splendour of the Egyptian court. It should be remembered that 
to the Egyptians, Pharaoh was seen as divine. Doubtless, Pharaoh was not 
used to hearing such a prayer in his presence. 
  
And Pharaoh sa id  unto  Jacob ,  How o ld  ar t  thou? And Jacob sa id  unto  Pharaoh ,  The days  
o f  the  y ears  o f  my p i l g r image  are  an hundred  and th i r ty  y ears :  f ew and ev i l  have  the  days  o f  
the  y ears  o f  my l i f e  been ,  and have  no t  a t ta ined  unto  the  days  o f  the  y ears  o f  the  l i f e  o f  my 

fa ther s  in  the  days  o f  the i r  p i l g r image .  And Jacob b l e s s ed  Pharaoh ,  and went  out  f rom 
be for e  Pharaoh .  (v8-10) 

Twice Jacob mentions his “pilgrimage” (cf. Heb. 11:13-16) because he now 
lived with his eye on the “city which hath foundations.” He has by faith a divine 
discontentment in this world. What a testimony to this wealthy and 
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powerful monarch that the things of this world do not ultimately matter. 
Remember, the Egyptians constructed enormous pyramid tombs filled with 
treasure for the afterlife, but all was left behind.  Few things make an 
impression more to an unbeliever than your attitude to riches and 
possessions. We should not wait until we are 130 like Jacob till we give this 
testimony.  

Christians always need to remember that they have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, which is far greater than the wealth of this world. We need 
to be a witness and blessing to them through it. It’s easy to desire to seek 
first God’s kingdom and righteousness, but often we can be distracted from 
this. As Maclaren observes, 

 
We have to live by the same hope, and to let it work the same 
estrangement, if we would live noble lives. Not because all life is 
change, nor because it all marches steadily on to the grave, but 
because our true home—the community to which we really belong, 
the metropolis, the mother city of our souls—is above, are we to feel 
ourselves strangers upon earth. They who only take into account the 
transiency of life are made sad, or sometimes desperate, by the 
unwelcome thought. 

  
 This expression “few and evil” here is a truth that life is short and 
difficult. “The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength 
they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we 
fly away” (Psa. 90:10). There may have been an element of self-pity or despair 
at wasted years here. Jacob had striven for the things of the world by the 
power of the flesh, but now he sees how futile it is in reality. A person may 
biologically be very old but in reality may have lived very little!   

Jacob tendered to waver between faith and doubt throughout his life. 
Someone observed that Jacob is a type of most Christians! He gives a more 
uplifting testimony of his life in Genesis 48:15-16 at the end of his life 17 
years later. Deffinbaugh points out one contrast that should be noted, 
 

There was a significant difference between the suffering which Jacob 
alluded to and that which Joseph endured. Joseph’s suffering was 
undeserved; Jacob’s was not. Jacob suffered virtually every painful 
experience because of his willfulness and foolish choices. He 
deceived his brother. He chose to live near Shechem rather than to 
go up to Bethel. He unwisely showed preference for Joseph. The 
suffering which Jacob experienced was due almost entirely to his 
sinful decisions and responses. Jacob did not see the hand of God in 
his adversity, but Joseph did. Jacob became more fearful and 
protective, while Joseph was forgiving and eager to serve others, even 
at his own expense. In his adversity Joseph grew closer to God, while 
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Jacob seemed to drift farther and farther away. In this interview with 
Pharaoh all of these bitter experiences may have begun to come into 
focus.  

 
And Joseph p lac ed  h i s  fa ther  and h i s  bre thren ,  and gave  them a posse s s ion  in  the  land o f  
Egypt ,  in  the  bes t  o f  the  land ,  in  the  land o f  Rameses ,  as  Pharaoh had commanded .  And 
Joseph nour i shed  h i s  fa ther ,  and h i s  bre thren ,  and a l l  h i s  fa ther ’ s  househo ld ,  w i th  bread ,  

a c cord ing  to  the i r  fami l i e s .  (v11-12) 

Joseph was not just a man who gave empty promises. He honoured his 
word to his brethren. He also honoured Pharaoh’s instructions and did not 
use his position in a corrupt manner, “as Pharaoh had commanded.” 
 

And there  was no  bread in  a l l  the  land ;  fo r  the  famine  was very  sore ,  so  that  the  land o f  
Egypt  and a l l  the  land o f  Canaan fa in t ed  by  r eason o f  the  famine .  And Joseph  ga thered  up 
a l l  the  money  that  was found in  the  land o f  Egypt ,  and in  the  land o f  Canaan,  fo r  the  corn  
which  they  bought :  and Joseph brought  the  money  in to  Pharaoh 's  house .  And when money  

fa i l ed  in  the  land o f  Egypt ,  and in  the  land o f  Canaan,  a l l  the  Egypt ians  came unto  
Joseph ,  and sa id ,  Give  us  bread :  fo r  why shou ld  we d i e  in  thy  pres ence?  fo r  the  money  

fa i l e th .  And Joseph sa id ,  Give  your  ca t t l e ;  and I  wi l l  g iv e  you for  your  ca t t l e ,  i f  money  fa i l .  
And they  brought  the i r  ca t t l e  unto  Joseph :  and Joseph gav e  them bread in  exchange  fo r  

hors e s ,  and for  the  f lo cks ,  and for  the  ca t t l e  o f  the  herds ,  and for  the  ass e s :  and he  f ed  them 
wi th  bread for  a l l  the i r  ca t t l e  f o r  that  y ear .  When that  y ear  was  ended ,  they  came unto  h im 
the  s e cond year ,  and sa id  unto  h im,  We wi l l  no t  h ide  i t  f rom my lord ,  how that  our  money  

i s  spen t ;  my lord  a l so  hath our  herds  o f  ca t t l e ;  ther e  i s  no t  ought  l e f t  in  the  s i gh t  o f  my 
lord ,  but  our  bod i e s ,  and our  lands :  Where for e  sha l l  we  d i e  be for e  th ine  ey e s ,  bo th  we and 

our  land? buy us  and our  land for  bread ,  and we and our  land wi l l  b e  s e rvants  unto  
Pharaoh :  and g iv e  us  s e ed ,  that  we  may l i v e ,  and not  d i e ,  tha t  the  land be  no t  deso la t e .  

And Joseph bought  a l l  the  land o f  Egypt  fo r  Pharaoh ;  fo r  the  Egypt ians  so ld  every  man h i s  
f i e ld ,  be cause  the  famine  preva i l ed  over  them: so  the  land be came Pharaoh 's .  And as  fo r  the  
peop l e ,  he  r emoved them to  c i t i e s  f rom one  end o f  the  borders  o f  Egypt  even  to  the  o ther  end 

ther eo f .  Only  the  land o f  the  pr i e s t s  bought  he  no t ;  f o r  the  pr i e s t s  had a  por t ion  ass i gned  
them o f  Pharaoh ,  and d id  ea t  the i r  por t ion  whi ch  Pharaoh gave  them: where fo r e  they  so ld  
no t  the i r  lands .  Then Joseph sa id  unto  the  peop l e ,  Beho ld ,  I  have  bought  you th i s  day  and 

your  land for  Pharaoh :  lo ,  her e  i s  s e ed  fo r  you ,  and ye  sha l l  sow the  land .  And i t  sha l l  
come to  pass  in  the  in cr ease ,  tha t  y e  sha l l  g iv e  the  f i f th  par t  unto  Pharaoh ,  and four  par t s  
sha l l  be  your  own,  fo r  s e ed  o f  the  f i e ld ,  and for  your  food ,  and for  them o f  your  househo lds ,  
and for  food  fo r  your  l i t t l e  ones .  And they  sa id ,  Thou has t  saved  our  l i v e s :  l e t  us  f ind  grace  
in  the  s i gh t  o f  my lord ,  and we wi l l  b e  Pharaoh 's  s e rvants .  And Joseph made i t  a  law over  

the  land o f  Egypt  unto  th i s  day ,  that  Pharaoh shou ld  have  the  f i f th  par t ,  excep t  the  land o f  
the  pr i e s t s  on ly ,  whi ch  be came not  Pharaoh 's .  (v13-26) 

 
We get a revealing insight here into Joseph’s work life. This is a Romans 
12:11 life, “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” This was a 
difficult and delicate time for Joseph with the panic, desperation, and fear in 
a time of famine. Certainly, it also shows the recognisable value of human 
life by what people will do in order to live longer on this planet.  

Critics accuse Joseph of tyranny and exploitation, but the reality is 
seen in the people’s fulsome tribute in verse 25, “Thou hast saved our lives.” 
There is no complaint that Joseph is overcharging anyone, which is 
suggestive that he was seen as reasonable. He showed mercy, wisdom, and 
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prudence as well as foresight. The people themselves carry much of the 
blame as they did not take advantage of the seven years of great surplus to 
store up for the time of famine. Doubtless, they would have been aware of 
the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream. 
 This 20% tax is reasonable and Joseph fulfilled his duty toward 
Pharaoh and to the people under God. Most people today would be happy 
with only a 20% tax! Joseph managed to please both his superior and 
inferiors – no mean feat. Indeed, it was the people that suggested this 
arrangement in the first place (v19). Joseph treated the people with dignity 
and respect. He wisely preserved their lives and honour, but acted in a way 
that promoted the diligence of the needy. 

There is no comparison between their voluntary servitude and the 
harsh slavery that Israel forcibly entered into later. Doubtless, Joseph 
remembered his days as a slave. He maintained his integrity amidst the 
corruption of Egypt – there was no “offshore account” for personal 
advantage. All the profit went to Pharaoh - not to him.  

Joseph proved it was possible to be a successful administrator and 
statesman, as well as a godly Christian. His faith permeated every avenue of 
his life. One of the greatest tests of a believer’s character is his work life. 
This is especially seen in how he treats those who are subject to him. 
Tragically many believers are only too willing to compromise truth for a 
perceived personal advantage. A Christian trigonometry professor always 
spoke these words before he gave an examination paper to his students,  
 

Today I am giving you two exams. The first is in trigonometry; the 
second is in honesty. I hope you can pass them both. However, if you 
are going to fail one, fail trigonometry. There are many good people 
in this world who have failed trigonometry, but there are no good 
people in the world who have failed the test of honesty. 

 
We are to strive to live out what we say we believe. A person of true 
integrity in private and public is a person who will make an impact on 
others. 
 

Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, 
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. (1 Peter 
2:12) 
 

Jacob blessed Pharaoh through his words and Joseph as statesman was a 
blessing to the people through his deeds. Both are a necessary part of our 
testimony. Steve Cole points out how God’s blessing through Joseph on the 
Egyptians is evidence of covenantal blessing, 
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These themes of the prosperity of God’s people and the preservation 
of Egypt through Joseph tie in with the theme of God’s covenant 
with Abraham (12:1-3). God had promised to bless Abraham, to 
make him a great nation and to bless all nations through his 
descendants. Here we see God beginning to bless Abraham’s 
descendants and to use them to be a blessing to others. 
 

And Israe l  dwe l t  in  the  land o f  Egypt ,  in  the  country  o f  Goshen ;  and they  had posse s s ions  
ther e in ,  and gr ew,  and mul t ip l i ed  exceed ing ly .  (v27) 

 
There is an interesting irony here. The famine ends with the Egyptians in 
slavery and the Israelites free. However, the greater point to observe is the 
faithfulness of God to His covenantal promises. While the Egyptians were 
suffering, Israel was multiplying. Israel prospered in Egypt’s darkest 
economic hours. This is another living classic historical illustration of 
Romans 8:28.  
 

And Jacob l i v ed  in  the  land o f  Egypt  s ev en te en  years :  so  the  who le  age  o f  Jacob was an 
hundred  for ty  and s even  years .  And the  t ime drew n igh  that  I srae l  must  d i e :  and he  ca l l ed  
h i s  son Joseph ,  and sa id  unto  h im, I f  now I  have  found grace  in  thy  s i gh t ,  put ,  I  pray  thee ,  
thy  hand under  my th igh ,  and dea l  k ind ly  and t ru ly  wi th  me ;  bury  me not ,  I  pray  thee ,  in  
Egypt :  But  I  wi l l  l i e  w i th  my fa ther s ,  and thou sha l t  carry  me out  o f  Egypt ,  and bury  me 
in  the i r  bury ingp la ce .  And he  sa id ,  I  w i l l  do  as  thou has t  sa id .  And he  sa id ,  Swear  unto  

me .  And he  sware  unto  h im.  And Israe l  bowed h imse l f  upon the  bed ' s  head .  (v28-31) 
 
Deathbeds scenes are rare in the Bible so we need to note this carefully. The 
17 years in Egypt were likely the best years of Jacob’s life. He had enjoyed 
Joseph’s company for 17 years in Canaan and now God gave him 17 more 
years to be with him in Egypt. The fact that he called Joseph is evidence he 
trusted this son as leader of the family. 

Israel we are told, “must die.” It is amazing that this is a reality for us 
all, yet we rarely consider the issue. Today all of us are 24 hours nearer death 
than yesterday. The march to the grave is inexorable and downward. 
Sometimes people claim they have “cheated death” in an incident, but in 
reality no one ever does. It is not just how long a life you have, but how you 
live it. Men like Robert Murray McCheyne and David Brainerd only lived 
for 29 years, but left a great testimony behind. McCheyne once said, “Live 
so as to be missed.” 
 Funerals are often the last public testimony you will give. Jacob’s 
great concern was not how big a write up he got in the Egyptian Times but 
that he was not buried in Egypt. He did not want to be associated with any 
heathen or pagan Egyptian burial rites. Although his family were flourishing 
in Egypt there and he enjoyed prosperity and honour there, the Patriarch 
believed by faith in God’s promises about Canaan. This is no mere 
sentiment as the inspired author of Hebrews cites this incident to emphasise 
the fact that he did it by faith. There is such a thing as dying faith. 
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Jacob wanted to be laid in the soil of the Promised Land. He wanted 
his death to glorify God and his offspring to be reminded of the promises 
linked to the Promised Land. His burial would serve as a powerful reminder 
to his descendants that Egypt was not their final home. One writer summed 
it up, “this dying Israelite seems to be less concerned about the unknown 
world he is entering than about the future of God’s people.” Jacob, here, 
sets an example for us all of showing faith in the presence of powerful 
leaders and before all men in death. Death is an appointment all of us must 
keep. George Lawson points out, 

 
Today we are twenty-four hours nearer to our latter end than 
yesterday, and three hundred and sixty-five days nearer to it than we 
were a year ago. At all times we are inexcusable who are warned by 
the decay of their strength that death is approaching, if they banish it 
from their thoughts, when they ought to be hastening their 
preparations to meet it with firmness. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN  

 
Faith in Dying (Genesis 48:1-22) 

 
Jacob is 147 years old and nearing the end of his pilgrimage. The old 
Patriarch knows the end is near. The story of his life now rapidly comes to a 
close. Some come to death in unbelief, whereas others full of faith and the 
Holy Ghost. This is a wonderful scene of a saint of God dying well. John 
Wesley used to say of the old Methodists, “our people die well.” This 
incident will wonderfully illustrate the doctrine of the perseverance of faith 
of the true elect of God.  

Jacob lived a long life, but it was this occasion that the writer of 
Hebrews under inspiration selected as a paradigm of faith and worship in 
this man’s life, “By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; 
and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff” (Heb. 11:21). 

Jacob desires that his funeral will be a witness that he believed in the 
promises of God to his family and to the Egyptians around him. The 
greatest thing we can bequeath to our children is a godly heritage. If you 
give your children everything else and fail here, then you have failed as a 
parent.  
 
And i t  came to  pass  a f t e r  thes e  th ings ,  that  one  to ld  Joseph ,  Beho ld ,  thy  fa ther  i s  s i ck :  and 

he  took wi th  h im h is  two sons ,  Manasseh  and Ephra im.  And one  to ld  Jacob ,  and sa id ,  
Beho ld ,  thy  son Joseph cometh unto  thee :  and Israe l  s t r eng thened  h imse l f ,  and sa t  upon the  

bed .  (v1-2)  

It is almost as if his children besought him to rest, but the old man gets a 
second wind when he hears his beloved Joseph has arrived. When he 
arrives, his father rehearses some of the experiences of his long pilgrimage. 
This is no muddled ramble but clear and profound spiritual thoughts 
pouring from his heart.  
 

And Jacob sa id  unto  Joseph ,  God Almigh ty  appeared  unto  me a t  Luz in  the  land o f  
Canaan,  and b l e s s ed  me ,  And sa id  unto  me ,  Beho ld ,  I  wi l l  make thee  f ru i t fu l ,  and 

mul t ip ly  thee ,  and I  wi l l  make o f  thee  a  mul t i tude  o f  peop l e ;  and wi l l  g iv e  th i s  land to  thy  
s e ed  a f t e r  thee  fo r  an ever las t ing  poss es s ion .  (v3-4)  

 
It should be noted the Theo-centric manner of his last conversations. He 
begins and ends with God (v11). Blessed is a life that does so. Jacob did not 
always see things from that perspective. He was once famous for his deceit 
and lived only for Jacob. Each of us should have a Luz to recall, where God 
first met us. Now the legacy that Jacob wants to leave behind to his 
offspring is their father and grandfather’s faith in God. Ultimately, that is all 
that counts.  
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 There is a tendency in many old people to focus on themselves. But 
not Jacob. His focus is on God and the promises of God to him. He sees 
God in his covenantal family (v15), he sees God feeding or shepherding him 
all his life (v15b), and he sees God redeeming him from his sins (v16a). As 
Deffinbaugh says,  
 

Life for Jacob looked considerably different from the perspective of 
the graveyard. Now, having been able to trace the hand of God in his 
life, he can see that life was not one long sequence of sorrows, but a 
chain of events in the sovereign plan of God to accomplish His 
purposes. 

 
Jacob’s faith as he dies is not based on optimism or feelings but the 
objective truths and promises of God’s Word. Faith without a certain and 
secure object is worthless.  
 

And now thy  two sons ,  Ephra im and Manasseh ,  whi ch  were  born unto  thee  in  the  land o f  
Egypt  be for e  I  came unto  thee  in to  Egypt ,  are  mine ;  as  Reuben and Simeon ,  they  sha l l  be  
mine .  And thy  i s sue ,  whi ch  thou bege t t e s t  a f t e r  them, sha l l  be  th ine ,  and sha l l  be  ca l l ed  
a f t e r  the  name o f  the i r  bre thren  in  the i r  inher i tance .  And as  fo r  me ,  when I  came f rom 

Padan,  Rache l  d i ed  by  me in  the  land o f  Canaan in  the  way ,  when ye t  ther e  was  but  a  l i t t l e  
way to  come unto  Ephrath :  and I  bur i ed  her  ther e  in  the  way o f  Ephrath ;  the  same i s  

Beth l ehem. And Israe l  behe ld  Joseph 's  sons ,  and sa id ,  Who are  thes e?  And Joseph sa id  
unto  h i s  fa ther ,  They  are  my sons ,  whom God hath g iv en  me in  th i s  p la c e .  And he  sa id ,  
Br ing  them, I  pray  thee ,  unto  me ,  and I  wi l l  b l e s s  them. Now the  ey e s  o f  I s rae l  were  d im 

for  age ,  so  that  he  cou ld  no t  s e e .  And he  brought  them near  unto  h im;  and he  kis s ed  them, 
and embraced  them. And Israe l  sa id  unto  Joseph ,  I  had not  thought  to  s e e  thy  fa c e :  and ,  lo ,  

God hath shewed me a l so  thy  s e ed .  And Joseph brought  them out  f rom be tween h i s  knees ,  
and he  bowed h imse l f  w i th  h i s  fa c e  to  the  ear th .  And Joseph took them both ,  Ephra im in  
h i s  r i gh t  hand toward Israe l ' s  l e f t  hand ,  and Manasseh  in  h i s  l e f t  hand toward Israe l ' s  

r i gh t  hand,  and brought  them near  unto  h im.  And Israe l  s t r e t ched  out  h i s  r i gh t  hand,  and 
la id  i t  upon Ephra im's  head ,  who was the  younger ,  and h i s  l e f t  hand upon Manasseh ' s  

head ,  gu id ing  h i s  hands  wi t t ing ly ;  fo r  Manasseh  was the  f i r s tborn .  (v5-14) 

Jacob looked now on his two grandsons who had not known Abraham or 
Isaac or the pilgrim life of Canaan. Nor had they come through the crucible 
of suffering that moulded the character of Joseph. Doubtless, he was 
concerned for their spiritual wellbeing brought up in the luxury and privilege 
of a pagan and worldly society like Egypt. Jacob was cognisant of the 
attraction of the world; having lived so long succumbed to its attractions.  

Now, Jacob wanted to adopt these grandsons and leave a witness to 
them of their grandfather’s faith. We should not be indifferent or careless 
about such matters. Cole comments, 
 

Parents are truly blessed when their parents take a concern for the 
spiritual well-being of the grandchildren. Since God’s purpose spans 
the generations, our goal should be to raise up godly generations, not 
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only through our children, but also through their children. 
Grandparents who love the Lord are a great gift to a child. They can 
sometimes impart spiritual truth to our kids in a way we can’t. And 
they reinforce the spiritual values, which we’re trying to impart. 

 
The world would despise Jacob’s desire for these young men raised in 

the most educated and powerful circles of the Egyptian elite to identify 
themselves with a refugee shepherd’s family. Surely they would argue, 
Ephraim and Manasseh had advanced and escaped the backward beginnings 
of their father and should utilise the privilege and prestige they had to the 
fullest. Jacob, however, saw by faith the adoption of these sons into the 
covenant family of Israel. His greatest hope for these grandsons was tied up 
in God’s promises. He may have had many grandchildren, but he wants 
these two in the same spiritual family. Jacob knows that this is something 
greater than all that Egypt had to offer them. 
 

And he  b l e s s ed  Joseph ,  and sa id ,  God,  be for e  whom my fa thers  Abraham and Isaac  d id  
walk,  the  God whi ch  f ed  me a l l  my l i f e  long  unto  th i s  day ,  The Ange l  whi ch  r edeemed me 

f rom a l l  ev i l ,  b l e s s  the  lads ;  and l e t  my name be  named on them, and the  name o f  my 
fa ther s  Abraham and Isaac ;  and l e t  them grow in to  a  mul t i tude  in  the  mids t  o f  the  ear th .  

(v15-16) 

This blessing is saturated with profound theology. Jacob recognizes that 
God has been at work for centuries in his covenant family, “God, before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk.” What a blessing and privilege it is to 
know this and to live up to these privileges. It is also good to speak to your 
descendants of God’s covenant faithfulness toward you. Jacob doubtless 
was aware of how he was equally unworthy as Esau, yet God loved him and 
sovereignly elected this crooked usurper. Ray Pritchard observes, 
 

In later generations, the biblical writers used a very particular phrase 
when they wanted to describe the fact that God always keeps his 
promises. They called him the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
Think of that. He’s never called the God of Joseph—though Joseph 
had greater achievements. He’s never called the God of Daniel—
though Daniel had greater courage. He’s never called the God of 
Moses—though Moses was a greater leader. One writer called this 
“the crowning proof of divine mercy”—that God would associate his 
name with such a man as Jacob. But why should that surprise us? 
God is pleased to associate himself with anyone who has faith in him. 

Jacob was a man that was self-dependant for so long, but now he sees 
and states that God was shepherding his life all his days. “the God which fed me 
all my life long unto this day.” We may not always see or acknowledge this but it 
is true. Our great wise Shepherd “maketh me to lie down in green pastures” 
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(Psalm 23:2), but also is with us when we “walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4). The idea of “luck” or “accident” is 
completely incompatible with Christian thought. Jacob had times of great 
tragedy such as his beloved Rachel’s death (v7), but through it all God was 
constantly faithful.  

Jacob is also implying here that despite all of his pride and resistance, 
God persevered in grace with him for all those 147 years. He knew as well 
as anyone the difficulties associated with shepherding animals like sheep 
(Gen 31:38-42). It is good to tell your children of this. Too many spend 
their lives complaining about their circumstances at home and then wonder 
why their children want nothing to do with the God who controls 
circumstances! Deffinbaugh makes a good observation, 

 
Sorrow and suffering were seen to be friends, not foes, as Jacob had 
once concluded. Previously, Jacob sought peace and prosperity as his 
highest goal. With such goals, acquiescence is preferable to adversity. 
Jacob had preferred to do nothing when his daughter was forcibly 
taken rather than run the risk of losing his comfort and security. 
Holiness was not nearly so dear to Jacob as happiness. Men will never 
be noted for their character when pleasure is of higher priority than 
purity. But now, from the graveside, Jacob has come to realize that it 
was his suffering and trials which were the instruments of God to 
draw him to the point of submission to the will of God, to Egypt, to 
worship, and to spiritual intimacy. 

Jacob tells his descendants how God saved him, “The angel which redeemed me 
from all evil.” He wants his offspring to partake in this glorious salvation, 
“bless the lads.” The glory of our salvation should be retold to our children 
and grandchildren. It is Jacob’s prayer that the faithful covenantal work that 
God began in Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, will also be witnessed in the lives 
of these young men. Before Pharaoh 17 years previously he noted few and 
evil have been his days, but now from another perspective Jacob testifies 
that he has been redeemed from all evil. 

 
And when Joseph saw that  h i s  fa ther  la id  h i s  r i gh t  hand upon the  head o f  Ephra im,  i t  

d i sp l eased  h im:  and he  he ld  up h i s  fa ther ' s  hand,  to  r emove  i t  f rom Ephra im's  head unto  
Manasseh ' s  head .  And Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  fa ther ,  Not  so ,  my fa ther :  f o r  th i s  i s  the  

f i r s tborn ;  put  thy  r i gh t  hand upon h i s  head .  And h is  fa ther  r e fused ,  and sa id ,  I  know i t ,  
my son ,  I  know i t :  he  a l so  sha l l  be come a  peop l e ,  and he  a l so  sha l l  be  g r ea t :  but  t ru ly  h i s  
younger  bro ther  sha l l  be  g r ea t er  than he ,  and h i s  s e ed  sha l l  be come a  mul t i tude  o f  nat ions .  
And he  b l e s s ed  them that  day ,  say ing ,  In  thee  sha l l  I s rae l  b l e s s ,  say ing ,  God make thee  as  

Ephraim and as  Manasseh :  and he  s e t  Ephra im be for e  Manasseh .  (v17-20) 

Joseph may have thought his father was confused or maybe that the 
stubborn “old Jacob” was coming to the fore. But v14 tells us this was no 
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mistake or arbitrariness as he did this “wittingly.” Jacob is now putting God’s 
will over man’s will, no matter what that costs him.  

Doubtless, he was reminded of disasters in his own life by attempts 
to subvert God’s will when he seemed to feel that “God helps those who 
help themselves.” He also must have remembered the failure of Isaac in 
trying to bypass God’s will for Jacob and Esau. Jacob’s greatest weakness 
finally became his strength when he surrendered to God. He had been 
conquered by God. Johnson observes, 
 

You see that’s why the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews puts this 
in his 11th chapter.  This is a great act of faith on the part of Jacob.  
He has heard the voice of God speaking in his heart.  He has acted 
on the basis of it.  He has even rejected the counsel of the prime 
minister of Egypt, a godly man himself, and he is sticking to his 
guns.  He has got himself now anchored in the will of God.  Jacob 
has finally become Israel and he is not going to move from that. 

 
 This incident also proves once again the absolute sovereignty of God 
in election. He is not bound by society’s conventional wisdom as to 
birthright. Many times God reversed the order of birth – Cain/Shem; 
Ishmael/Isaac; Esau/Jacob; Rueben/Joseph etc. Parents like Joseph have to 
learn to submit their natural desires to God’s higher providential plans. 
Interestingly, this prophecy was not fulfilled for hundreds of years. Even in 
the time of Moses, Manasseh still outnumbered Ephraim (Num. 26:34, 37). 
Cole points out, 
 

There was no human reason that Jacob blessed Ephraim above his 
older brother. But in so doing, Jacob was illustrating a divine 
principle which he had learned: that God blesses us apart from any 
merit on our part. The world would have picked the skillful archer, 
Ishmael; God picked quiet Isaac. The world would have picked the 
rugged outdoorsman, Esau; God picked conniving Jacob. The world 
would have picked the older, Manasseh; God picked the younger, 
Ephraim. 

 
And Israe l  sa id  unto  Joseph ,  Beho ld ,  I  d i e :  but  God sha l l  be  wi th  you ,  and br ing  you aga in  
unto  the  land o f  your  fa ther s .  Moreover  I  have  g iv en  to  thee  one  por t ion  above  thy  bre thren ,  

whi ch  I  took out  o f  the  hand o f  the  Amori t e  w i th  my sword and wi th  my bow. (v21-22) 

Jacob declared “I die” – it is good to acknowledge this but even better to 
direct our children to the truth, “but God shall be with you, and bring you again 
unto the land of your fathers.” Jacob knew he would soon have to leave Joseph, 
but God never would. He had proved the presence of God for 147 years. 
Jacob knew he would soon have to leave Joseph, but God never would. 
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Jacob had many struggles – he struggled with the flesh, his wives fought 
over him, sons massacred the people of Shechem, Dinah was raped, Reuben 
committed adultery, and his ten older sons tried to murder his beloved 
Joseph. Pritchard comments, 
 

Jacob is not the hero of this story. The hero of this story is God. He 
is the one who never gives up on Jacob, who never sways from his 
original purpose to bless him despite all his failures. Jacob didn’t 
make it easy, but God never gave up. He looked on Jacob the way he 
looks at most of us—as a lifetime project. At any given point along 
the way, God could have said, “Forget it. This man is hopeless.” But 
he never said that, and in the end Jacob emerges with triumphant 
faith in God. 

 
 Yet through it all faith ultimately triumphed. Happy would be all of 
our lives if we came to the same conclusions as Jacob did from the 
graveyard that God “hath done all things well.” We need to be at death’s 
door to learn and apply these lessons. The God of Jacob is our God also. 
Jacob is dead but his God lives on. Spurgeon commenting on the passing on 
the torch to another generation, 
 

If Abraham dies, there is Isaac; and if Isaac dies, there is Jacob; and if 
Jacob dies, there is Joseph; and if Joseph dies, Ephraim and Manasseh 
survive. The Lord shall never lack a champion to bear his standard 
high among the sons of men. Only let us pray God to raise up more 
faithful ministers day and night. We have plenty of a sort, but, oh, for 
more that will weigh out sixteen ounces to the pound of gospel in 
such a way that people will receive it. We have too much of fine 
language, too much of florid eloquence, and little full and plain gospel 
preaching, but God will keep up the apostolic succession, never fear 
of that. When Stephen is dying, Paul is not far off. When Elijah is 
taken up, he leaves his mantle behind him. 

 
The time will come when we all will have to pass on to glory. Let us praise 
God for His faithfulness here as we will praise Him there. As the hymn 
writer put it, 
 

In shady, green pastures, so rich and so sweet,  
God leads His dear children along;  

Where the water’s cool flow bathes the weary one’s feet, 
 God leads His dear children along. 

 
Some through the waters ,  some through the f lood,   
Some through the f i r e ,  but  a l l  through the b lood;  
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 Some through great  sorrow, but God g ives  a song ,   
In the  night  season and al l  the  day long .  

 
Sometimes on the mount where the sun shines so bright,  

God leads His dear children along;  
Sometimes in the valley, in darkest of night,  

God leads His dear children along. 
 

Though sorrows befall us and evils oppose,  
God leads His dear children along;  

Through grace we can conquer, defeat all our foes, 
 God leads His dear children along. 

 
Away from the mire, and away from the clay,  

God leads His dear children along; 
 Away up in glory, eternity’s day, 

 God leads His dear children along. 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN  

 
Final Words – Part One (Genesis 49:1-15) 

 
After the record of the blessing of Joseph’s sons in the previous chapter, 
Jacob then calls the rest of his sons to his side. This is the first deathbed 
scene in the Bible and literally the final words of Jacob. It is not a series of 
educated guesses, but one of the earliest significant predictive prophecies 
recorded between a man to his fellow man under inspiration, “that I may tell 
you that which shall befall you in the last days.” (v1) 

This chapter reveals the comprehensive nature and work of the 
providence of God for the whole family of Jacob. The dying words of Jacob 
mark the close of the patriarchal dispensation. A nation is being made ready 
to be birthed. 

Moses clearly saw the importance to these remarks as he recorded 
them in great detail. Why did Jacob give them these prophetic blessings? 
Part of the answer is in verse 28, “All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this 
is it that their father spake unto them, and blessed them; every one according to his 
blessing he blessed them.” So there would have been a number of reasons: 
 
(1) Lift their eyes from their immediate circumstances in Egypt. 
Demonstrate that God has a greater purpose. 
(2) Show them that their character affects their own lives and their 
descendants’ lives.  Jacob based these prophecies in part on his careful 
observations of each of his sons over their lives. The future is not 
independent of the past, but brings to fruition some of the tendencies that 
are inherent in the character of each son. We always reap what we sow. 
(3) Moses is letting his Israelite readers in wilderness know that God has a 
plan for them in Canaan. 
(4) Moses is also letting his Israelite readers know that God has sovereignly 
determined their inheritance so they need not argue over this. 
(5) Demonstrates to every reader the nature of God’s Sovereign grace – 
Judah got a greater blessing than Joseph. 
(6) It is a witness to the coming Messiah (v10, 18) – Jacob bears witness to 
some new revelation about the promise first revealed in Genesis 3:15. 
(7) To reveal to us today that God has a purpose for us in history and that 
this is tied up in Jesus Christ.  
 

And Jacob ca l l ed  unto  h i s  sons ,  and sa id ,  Gather  yourse lv e s  toge ther ,  that  I  may t e l l  you  
that  whi ch  sha l l  be fa l l  you in  the  las t  days .  Gather  yourse lv e s  toge ther ,  and hear ,  y e  sons  o f  

Jacob ;  and hearken unto  I srae l  your  fa ther .  (v1-2)  
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Jacob speaks to his children in a deliberate order, based upon family 
groupings rather than birth order. The first six sons he addresses are the 
offspring of Leah. Then the next four are the sons of the concubines of 
Rachel and Leah. Finally, he speaks to his two sons by his favourite wife, 
Rachel. 

Jacob knew all too well the cost of sin. He also knew intimately the 
strengths and weaknesses of each of his sons. By this time even the 
youngest was close to fifty years old. He takes the sons of Leah first. The 
first 3 sons had uncontrolled passions – Reuben had uncontrolled lust and 
Simeon and Levi had uncontrolled anger. They never learned to let God 
control their passions and desires. This affected not just them but their 
family lives suffered also. They may have felt that they had got away with 
these sins, but God has a way of catching up with them here. These stinging 
words should be seen as a blessing in disguise to them to change their ways. 
As Cole observed, 

 
At first glance you might think that these first three blessings sound 
more like a curse. Jacob strongly rebukes his sons for past sins and 
predicts that those sins will have far reaching consequences in the 
future of the tribes. And yet, properly understood, corrections and 
warnings are blessings. While these are prophecies, they are based 
upon Jacob’s long, careful observation of his sons’ character and 
personalities. Jacob’s words served to warn his sons and their 
descendants of the areas of weakness where they especially needed to 
be on guard. 

 
REUBEN 
 

Reuben ,  thou ar t  my f i r s tborn ,  my might ,  and the  beg inn ing  o f  my s t r eng th ,  the  exce l l en cy  
o f  d ign i ty ,  and the  exce l l en cy  o f  power :  Unstab le  as  water ,  thou sha l t  no t  exce l ;  be cause  

thou wentes t  up to  thy  fa ther ' s  bed ;  then  de f i l eds t  thou i t :  he  went  up to  my couch .  (v3-4)  

Reuben was privileges with great potential, “my firstborn, my might, and the 
beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power.” The fact 
is that God does give greater advantages to some over others.  

Potential is worthless if it is not accompanied by right character. 
Tragically, this man’s character was “unstable as water.” A man cannot 
spiritually rule others until he has learned to rule himself, “thou shalt not 
excel.” Wrong character invariably leads to wrong conduct, “thou wentest up to 
thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou it.” He committed adultery with his father’s 
concubine. The devil is patient and cunning in setting traps for the insecure 
and inconsistent. As a faithful father and spiritual leader of his home, Jacob 
does not cover up sin but is repulsed by it.  

It is unlikely that Reuben did this out of pure sexual lust, but also out 
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of lust for power and revenge. He may have done this to hurt Jacob for 
showing favouritism to Joseph. Or he may have been asserting his right 
symbolically to the headship of the home after Jacob’s demise (cf. 2 Sam. 
16:21-22; 1 Kings 2:22). There seemed to be a perennial struggle for 
supremacy in this family circle and Reuben would have been imitating his 
ancestors in seeking the best advantage using every means available to him. 
Whatever his motivation, what should be noted is that sin has its 
consequences. A night of sinful pleasure would devastate his future. Present 
actions have a great influence on our prospects. Those seeking to be the 
first shall be last (Mark 10:31). 

No sin is really private as it affects others – just ask Adam! Character 
flaws and sins that are not dealt with can affect future generations (Exod. 
20:5). It is interesting to note that the character of Reuben seemed to affect 
his offspring because none of his descendants excelled in Israel. There came 
no prophet, no judge, or no king from this tribe. Their numbers even 
declined between Numbers 1 and Numbers 26:7. They resided on the East 
side of the Jordan, where they were among the first tribes to apostatize and 
the first into captivity. In the days of the Judges they failed to stand in the 
day of battle (Judges 5:15). The only prominent names from Reuben were 
men like Dathan and Abiram who were noted for their rebellion.  

Great potential and gifts can be wasted if they are not coupled with 
godly character. Men like Reuben, Saul, and Samson are prominent 
examples of this. God selects spiritual leaders based upon their character 
(Acts 13:22; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9). 
 
SIMEON AND LEVI 
 

Simeon and Lev i  are  bre thren ;  ins t ruments  o f  c rue l t y  are  in  the i r  hab i ta t ions .  O my sou l ,  
come no t  thou in to  the i r  s e c r e t ;  unto  the i r  ass embly ,  mine  honour ,  be  no t  thou uni t ed :  fo r  in  

the i r  anger  they  s l ew a  man,  and in  the i r  s e l fw i l l  they  d igged  down a wal l .  (v5-6)  

Like their eldest brother, Simeon and Levi were noted for their lack of 
temperance and meekness. He was mastered by his lusts, whereas they were 
mastered by their anger. This was illustrated in their act of treachery and 
genocide against the people of Shechem in Genesis 34. 

They were only concerned about their personal rights and had no 
respect for the sovereignty of God. They felt they could do what they liked 
to those who insulted them. These men violated the rite of circumcision, 
which should have been a channel of blessing, to bring a reproach and 
blasphemy against God amongst the Gentiles. 

Anger is not wrong per se as God is a God of wrath. But anger must 
be reflected in a godly manner, “Be ye angry, and sin not” (Eph. 4:26). The 
hymn writer George Matheson once said, “There are times when I do well 
to be angry, but I have often mistaken the times.” We too often just blow 
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up like a bomb and leave devastation behind.  
Simeon and Levi blew up out of “selfwill” (v6) and a whole city was 

massacred as a consequence of their cruel and fierce anger. The man who 
raped Dinah in Genesis 34 was deserving of punishment, but not a whole 
city of innocent people. We see glimpses of this tendency to fierce anger in 
their descendants. Moses a Levite was troubled with anger. He killed a man 
in anger and, even when he was the meekest man on the planet at 120 years 
of age, he smote the rock in anger. Old besetting sins can still snare you no 
matter how closely you have walked with God.  

Jacob warns the others to be careful of these men. Unrighteous anger 
is a sin that leads to a breach in fellowship. People cannot trust or feel close 
to a living time bomb! That is one of the reasons pastors/elders cannot be 
contentious individuals (2 Tim. 2:24-26). Believers must bring their feelings 
of anger always under the control of the Holy Spirit. James warns, 
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.” (James 1:19 - 20) 

Cursed  be  the i r  anger ,  fo r  i t  was  f i e r c e ;  and the i r  wrath ,  fo r  i t  was  c rue l :  I  w i l l  d iv ide  them 
in  Jacob ,  and s ca t t e r  them in  I srae l .  (v7)  

 
God who divided and scattered them in Israel cursed these two tribes. The 
history of Israel demonstrates the fulfillment of this prophecy. It is 
interesting to note that from when they left Egypt Simeon had declined by 
63% (Numbers 1:23; 26:14). The judgment on these men becomes a 
blessing or a curse depending on how their descendants reacted. The Levites 
were scattered across the 48 cities, but they embraced this judgment and 
rose above the circumstances to be a benefit to the nation. They proved 
faithful to the Lord in the rebellion of the golden calf (Exodus 32:26-28) 
and received the Lord as their inheritance, not land (Joshua 13:33). This is a 
good illustration of the tension between God’s sovereignty and human 
responsibility.  

Many of Levi’s descendants stood for God e.g. Amram, Jochebed, 
Moses, Aaron, Phinehas, Ezra, John the Baptist etc. Even the descendants 
of Simeon were blessed by being scattered as, although they were 
assimilated into Judah, this later would be a providential means on 
preserving them when the nation was later divided physically and spiritually. 
Cole makes a pertinent application, 

 
What God did for them, He will do for you. You and your family can 
inherit a blessing and become a blessing to others if you will deal with 
the problem passions of lust and anger. Right now, each of us is 
either blaming others for our sin and rationalizing it with all sorts of 
reasons why we are the way we are or, we’re confessing it and striving 
against it in the power of the Holy Spirit, in obedience to Christ. It’s 
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always a painful struggle to face up to my own sin and to change. But 
it’s God’s way. The pain is worth the gain, as your children and 
grandchildren will rise up and called you blessed. And your life will 
bring glory to the Savior who died to free us from every sin. 

 
JUDAH 
 

Judah,  thou ar t  he  whom thy  bre thren  sha l l  pra i s e :  thy  hand sha l l  be  in  the  neck o f  th ine  
enemies ;  thy  fa ther ’ s  ch i ldren  sha l l  bow down be for e  thee .  Judah i s  a  l ion’ s  whe lp :  f rom the  
prey ,  my son ,  thou ar t  gone  up :  he  s tooped  down,  he  couched  as  a  l ion ,  and as  an o ld  l ion ;  

who sha l l  rouse  h im up? The s c ep t r e  sha l l  no t  depar t  f rom Judah,  nor  a  lawg iver  f rom 
be tween h i s  f e e t ,  unt i l  Shi loh  come ;  and unto  h im sha l l  the  ga ther ing  o f  the  peop l e  be .  
Bind ing  h i s  foa l  unto  the  v ine ,  and h i s  ass ' s  co l t  unto  the  cho i c e  v ine ;  he  washed h i s  

garments  in  wine ,  and h i s  c lo thes  in  the  b lood o f  g rapes :  His  ey e s  sha l l  be  r ed  wi th  wine ,  
and h i s  t e e th  whi t e  w i th  mi lk .  (v8 -12) 

 
Bearing in mind his background with Tamar, Judah must have feared the 
worst after hearing of the preceding prophecies. However, God shows 
sovereign undeserved grace and bestows the greatest blessing of all on him, 
which stretches far into the future. One difference between Judah and the 
other three is at least he acknowledged his guilt in respect of Tamar (38:26; 
cf. 44:16).  

The name Judah signifies praise, which is apt as “thou art he whom thy 
brethren shall praise.” It seems Jacob makes a play on the name of Judah here, 
as he does later with Dan. Not only will this man receive praise, but he shall 
have military power, “thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies” and 
prominence as, “thy father’s children shall bow down before thee.” He shall also 
have an exalted position, “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet.”  
 Judah is also described as lion, the king of the beasts, which is a 
symbol of strength and royalty. This son would have the blessing of praise, 
position, power, and prominence. A rich spiritual legacy would come from 
the line of Judah – Caleb, Boaz, David, Solomon, Hezekiah, Josiah, and 
ultimately the Messiah. Now much of this prophecy would take centuries to 
be fulfilled. Pritchard points out, 
 

Although Jacob predicts dominance for Judah, this prophecy was not 
fulfilled for many centuries. Israel’s earliest leaders came from other 
tribes: Moses from Levi; Joshua from Ephraim; Gideon from 
Manasseh; Samson from Dan; Samuel from Ephraim; Saul from 
Benjamin. But after Saul was rejected, God chose a man from the 
tribe of Judah to be king. 

The Saviour would be a man born on this planet who would fully 
share our humanity from the line of Judah. The last factor is the most 
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staggering of all, which would come centuries later. That God would take a 
man like Judah and exalt him is frankly amazing grace. The history of this 
world is always His Story ! We now see the golden thread of around 1,800 
years running from Jacob to Jesus and from Bethel to Bethlehem. This 
hyperbolic language in verses 11 and 12 expresses the physical blessings that 
will be in his descendants. 
 
ZEBULUN AND ISSACHAR  
 
Zebulun sha l l  dwe l l  a t  the  haven o f  the  s ea ;  and he  sha l l  be  fo r  an haven o f  sh ips ;  and h is  

border  sha l l  be  unto  Zidon .  (v13)  

Zebulun would indeed be a sea-trading tribe who were the commercial 
gateway to the world for the nation of Israel. They also proved to be a brave 
tribe in the battle (Judges 5:14-18). The reference to Zidon may be a veiled 
warning of the dangers concerning the idolatry and immorality of that 
adjacent region. 
 

Issachar  i s  a  s t rong  ass  couch ing  down be tween two burdens :  And he  saw that  r e s t  was  
good ,  and the  land that  i t  was  p l easant ;  and bowed h i s  shou lder  to  bear ,  and became a  

s e rvant  unto  t r ibute .  (v14-15) 

Issachar would be a bearer of burdens for the sake of the other tribes. He 
seems to lack the ambition or desire to advance his interests as the “rest was 
good.” In fairness, the “down to earth” men of Issachar did also prove 
valiant in battle (Judges 5:15; 1 Chron. 7:15).  Tola the judge was from this 
tribe and they had some discerning men as we read, “And of the children of 
Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought 
to do” (1 Chron. 12:32).  

Not everyone in a family or a church can be great rulers like Joseph 
and Judah. Some are servants whereas others are leaders. But all must 
embrace God’s sovereign will for their lives and all are needed to serve 
together for the glory of God. God is the One who made each of us this 
way, and everything He does is always good.  
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN  

 
Final Words – Part Two (Genesis 49:16-33) 

 
The remaining part of this chapter is also full of interest. One of the most 
surprising things is that we would have thought that Joseph would have 
been the royal tribe, but Judah is selected. God’s ways are not our ways. He 
is sovereign and we must let Him be God! Ligon Duncan makes an 
interesting observation about God’s sovereignty here, 
 

Moses has already made it clear that one knows the future only 
because God has revealed it. He makes that clear in Genesis 41, verse 
16, when Pharaoh asks Joseph to interpret his dream and Joseph says 
I don’t have that power, but God can tell you the future. So Moses 
has already made it clear, if the future can be known, it is only 
because God reveals it. But Moses has also made it clear that the only 
reason that you can know the future is because God has decreed the 
future. God is the one who has ordained the future and therefore, the 
future can be known only because He is determined it. He makes that 
clear in Genesis 45. If you look at Genesis 45, verses 5 and 7 again, 
he emphasizes, as Joseph speaks to his brothers, that God had sent 
him ahead to preserve life. In other words, it is not simply that 
Joseph got into a random fix which God then turned and used for 
His own purposes. But that God had actually planned the course of 
Joseph’s life so that he would preserve life, particularly the lives of his 
brothers. 

After dealing with the sons of Leah (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Zebulun, Issachar), Jacob now turns to the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s maid 
(Dan, Naphtali). He knows all about sin and its consequences. Jacob is not 
being confrontational or harsh here to make himself look better. No doubt, 
he is praying and hoping by these candid words that his beloved sons (and 
their offspring) will avoid making the same mistakes as he did.  
 
DAN 
 

Dan sha l l  judge  h i s  peop l e ,  as  one  o f  the  t r ibes  o f  I s rae l .  Dan sha l l  be  a  s e rpent  by  the  
way ,  an adder  in  the  path ,  that  b i t e th  the  horse  hee l s ,  so  that  h i s  r ider  sha l l  fa l l  backward .  

I  have  wai t ed  fo r  thy  sa lva t ion ,  O LORD. (v16-18) 

Jacob continues his final words now by turning to his son Dan. The name 
Dan means, “to judge” so it is another play on words to say, “Dan shall judge 
his people.” Certainly, one of the most famous and gifted judges came from 
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this tribe, Samson. In the Eastern culture the children of concubines did not 
have the same privileges as offspring from recognized wives, but Jacob here 
assures Dan that they would have power and recognition in Israel. Sadly, 
like Reuben, Dan failed to live up to its potential. 

After bestowing this honour on Dan, Jacob tone then changes rapidly 
and says, “Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse 
heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.” He seems to be associating Dan with 
the sudden and crafty character of the serpent. No worse thing could be said 
about him! Doubtless, Jacob identified most with Dan and recognised his 
son’s wayward heart, as he also was a schemer for much of his life.  
 The tribe of Dan indeed proved troublesome. We see some of these 
characteristics reflected in his ancestors during the times of the Judges. It 
was the first tribe to be heavily involved in idolatry (Judges 18:30) and 
thought nothing of massacring the defenceless people of Laish using subtle 
tactics. It was at Dan that Jeroboam set up one of his golden calves (1 Kings 
12:28-30).  
 
GAD, ASHER AND NAPHTALI 
 
For some reason, Jacob now turns to the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s maid (Gad, 
Asher) before returning to the other son of Bilhah, Naphtali. 
 

Gad, a  t roop sha l l  over come h im:  but  he  sha l l  over come a t  the  las t .  (v19)  
 
Gad means “a troop” (30:11) and Jacob makes a play on words about this, 
“a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last.” Gad took their 
inheritance on the east side of the Jordan River, making them vulnerable to 
attack. However, the Gadites did indeed prove in the end become great 
warriors (Joshua 22:1-6; 1 Chron. 12:14). Moses compared them to a lion 
that could tear their enemies (Deut. 33:20). 
 

Out o f  Asher  h i s  bread sha l l  be  fa t ,  and he  sha l l  y i e ld  roya l  da in t i e s .  (v20)  
 
Asher means “blessed” or “happy” and he will enjoy life as “his bread shall be 
fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.” Moses tells us in Deuteronomy 33 that he 
will have access to olive oil, “let him dip his foot in oil.” 
 

Naphta l i  i s  a  h ind l e t  loose :  he  g iv e th  good ly  words .  (v21)  
 
Jacob then switches back to the sons of Bilhah again and singles out 
Naphtali who he says, “is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.” Deborah and 
Barak were from Naphtali and prove to be mighty in battle and poetic in 
song. Moses compliments Naphtali in Deuteronomy, “satisfied with favour, and 
full with the blessing of the LORD.” It is not clear what all this means. It could 
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refer to the fact that the Messiah would exercise much of His teaching 
ministry there (Isa. 9:1-2; Matt. 4:12-16). 
 
JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN 
 

Joseph i s  a  f ru i t fu l  bough ,  even  a  f ru i t fu l  bough by  a  we l l ;  whose  branches  run over  the  
wal l :  The ar cher s  have  sor e l y  g r i ev ed  h im,  and shot  a t  h im,  and hated  h im:  But  h i s  bow 

abode  in  s t r eng th ,  and the  arms o f  h i s  hands  were  made s t rong  by  the  hands  o f  the  mighty  
God o f  Jacob ;  ( f rom thence  i s  the  shepherd ,  the  s tone  o f  I s rae l : )  Even by  the  God o f  thy  
fa ther ,  who sha l l  he lp  thee ;  and by  the  Almighty ,  who sha l l  b l e s s  thee  wi th  b l e s s ings  o f  
heaven above ,  b l e s s ings  o f  the  deep  that  l i e th  under ,  b l e s s ings  o f  the  breas t s ,  and o f  the  

womb:  The b l e s s ings  o f  thy  fa ther  have  preva i l ed  above  the  b l e s s ings  o f  my progen i tor s  unto  
the  u tmost  bound o f  the  ev er las t ing  h i l l s :  they  sha l l  be  on  the  head o f  Joseph ,  and on the  

c rown o f  the  head o f  h im that  was  s eparate  f rom his  bre thren .  (v22-26) 

Now Jacob turns to speak to the sons of Rachel. Joseph is singled out for a 
long and significant mention. His character is the most worthy of the sons 
and several metaphors are used here to reveal the future greatness of 
Joseph. It is unsurprising then that Joseph is compared to a fruitful vine that 
overflows his boundaries, “whose branches run over the wall.” Both his two 
tribes would be powerful, populous, and prominent in Israel. Ephraim 
especially would wield great influence and would greatly expand his territory 
(Gen. 41:52).  

Jacob makes the point that Joseph became fruitful through his 
suffering. He compares the attacks by his brothers to archers who “have 
sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him.” But Jacob emphasizes that 
Joseph did not hit back but relied on God to strengthen and vindicate him 
(v24). This affirmed what Joseph had already noted when he revealed 
himself to his brethren. Christ also called us to bear much fruit (John 15). 
Often this will be through suffering also and we must trust God following 
the model of Joseph. 

Before Pharaoh 17 years previously, Jacob bemoaned the few and evil 
years he had lived. But now at the edge of eternity, he sees his life from a 
different perspective and praises God for heaping more blessings on him 
that his illustrious forefathers, “The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the 
blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills.” He predicts 
that Joseph will be further blessed from heaven, on earth, and within his 
family. 

 
Benjamin sha l l  rav in  as  a  wo l f :  in  the  morn ing  he  sha l l  devour  the  prey ,  and a t  n igh t  he  

sha l l  d iv ide  the  spo i l .  (v27)  
 
Surprisingly, Jacob has little to say about Benjamin, “the son of the right 
hand.” Jacob’s strong words here prove that he is not showing partiality to 
the sons of Rachel, but being faithful to the inspired leading of the Spirit, 
“every one according to his blessing.”  
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He says Benjamin, “shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the 
prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.” The tribe of Benjamin was certainly 
fierce and at times cruel warriors (cf. Judges 19-20). Saul was a Benjamite 
and proved a ruthless and cruel man, as was Abner, Sheba, Shimei, and Saul 
of Tarsus. 
 By contrast, Moses selects a more complimentary part of Benjamin’s 
character and praises, “The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and 
the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders” 
(Deut. 33:12). This tribe did remain faithful to the Davidic kingdom after 
the division and flourished. Also, by the grace of God many great men came 
out of Benjamin such as: Ehud the brave warrior judge, Jonathan the son of 
the first king of Israel, and Saul of Tarsus who eventually became Paul the 
greatest apostle. 
 

All these  are  the  twe lv e  t r ibes  o f  I s rae l :  and th i s  i s  i t  that  the i r  fa ther  spake unto  them, 
and b l e s s ed  them; every  one  ac cord ing  to  h i s  b l e s s ing  he  b l e s s ed  them. And he  charged  them, 

and sa id  unto  them, I  am to  be  ga thered  unto  my peop l e :  bury  me wi th  my fa ther s  in  the  
cave  that  i s  in  the  f i e ld  o f  Ephron the  Hit t i t e ,  In  the  cave  that  i s  in  the  f i e ld  o f  Machpe lah ,  

whi ch  i s  be for e  Mamre ,  in  the  land o f  Canaan,  whi ch  Abraham bought  wi th  the  f i e ld  o f  
Ephron the  Hit t i t e  fo r  a  poss e s s ion  o f  a  bury ingp lace .  There  they  bur i ed  Abraham and 

Sarah h i s  w i f e ;  ther e  they  bur i ed  Isaac  and Rebekah h i s  w i f e ;  and ther e  I  bur i ed  Leah.  The 
purchase  o f  the  f i e ld  and o f  the  cave  that  i s  ther e in  was f rom the  ch i ldren  o f  Heth .  (v28-32) 
 
Jacob as a faithful prophet does not cover over any of his son’s faults, but 
he does not leave in utter despair or with no hope either. Despite the 
warnings and the judgments inherent in Jacob’s prophetic words, we must 
not forget that all the sons were blessed by being part of the Covenant 
Nation. This “judgment seat of Jacob” based primarily upon their actions 
should remind us of the judgment seat of Christ for believers (cf. 1 Cor. 3). 
There we will be judged not about our potential but by our deeds. Which of 
the brothers best represents our life we need to honestly ask?  

Jacob was far from a perfect father, but he does leave them well. The 
dying man passed into eternity with prayers on his lips for his children. 
Jacob desired that their father, grandfather, and great-grandfather’s God 
would be their God, too. He prepared his family well for his passing. This is 
a good example to emulate. Jacob knew where he was going, “I am to be 
gathered unto my people.” There was no wavering in his conviction to the life 
after death at the very end. His faith was anchored in the rock of Christ.  

Jacob reiterates again in detail where he should be buried. This is 
clearly no insignificant issue to him. He wants no mistakes about the fact 
that he prefers the obscure cave in Canaan to an Egyptian pyramid. Egypt 
may be filled with magnificent tombs, but it was not the promised land of 
the covenant. Jacob’s faith is strong that God is going to be faithful to His 
promises to bring His people out of Egypt and into Canaan. God’s true men 
see the unseen. Jacob’s burial will be a testimony that God’s promises are 
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still genuine to his family and neighbours. Jacob may die but His God’s 
faithfulness and power lives on. 
 
And when Jacob had made an end o f  commanding  h i s  sons ,  he  ga thered  up h i s  f e e t  in to  the  

bed ,  and y i e lded  up the  ghos t ,  and was ga thered  unto  h i s  peop l e .  (v33) 
 
At the gateway to eternity, Jacob has nothing more to say as all of his final 
responsibilities were completed. As Spurgeon said, “he was immortal until 
his work was done.” Jacob is ready to go, as he has fought the good fight. 
There is a tremendous note of finishing his course well and triumph in his 
exit, “he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered 
unto his people.” These simple yet beautiful phrases indicate the peace and 
submissive way he crossed the river of death on to glory into his eternal rest. 
He is absent from the body and instantly present with the Lord. 

He left behind the foundations of a great nation and a testimony to 
what a great God has done for his family. His long and chequered journey 
was now over. He will die in faith leaning upon his staff. Jacob was a pilgrim 
to the very end persevering in faith through grace. We need to learn from 
this. As Pritchard observed, “Despite all his flaws, Jacob was fundamentally 
a man of faith. His story should encourage us because there’s a little bit of 
Jacob in all of us! If God can use Jacob, he can use anyone.” Candlish notes, 

 
Much of his history is written for our warning.  In much of it, he is a 
beacon rather than a pattern.  But much also is written for our 
encouragement and our guidance in running the race set before us.  
Faint, yet pursuing, amid many cares and fears, many faults and 
infirmities, we may learn not a little from Jacob, while we seek to 
walk with strangers and pilgrims on the earth waiting for the salvation 
of the Lord. 
 
All of us must die but how  we die is critical also. Many do not leave 

this life well. As has often been stated, a person is not ready to live unless he 
is ready to die. The Puritans used to especially emphasize the vital 
importance of dying well. With the apostle Paul, they desired that “so now 
also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death” 
(Philippians 1:20). Dying is a frightening thought to many because we leave 
behind all we have and take with us all we are. How we face death is truly 
the acid test of the genuineness of our faith. 

Jacob and Esau are often contrasted in the Scripture. From the 
world’s perspective Esau came off best, but not from God’s perspective. To 
cite Pritchard again, 

 
Although it is not evident in our English Bible, Genesis 37:1 is meant 
to go with all of Genesis 36. That is, one little verse balances against 
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43 very detailed verses. What does Genesis 37:1 say, “Jacob lived in 
the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.” That’s it? 
What does it mean? Moses is contrasting Esau’s great worldly success 
in Genesis 36 with the struggles of Jacob in Genesis 37. For most of 
his life, Jacob struggled while Esau rose to prominence. Why is that? 
Because Jacob had chosen to walk with God and seek his blessing, 
while Esau (though having his good points) chose to despise the 
birthright and seek the blessings of this world. God gave Esau 
worldly prosperity because that was all he was going to get! Esau got 
the world! Jacob got the Lord!  

 
All of us will die like Esau or like Jacob. Which will it be? 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN  

 
A Sad Parting (Genesis 50:1-21) 

 
The end of Genesis 49 is a very solemn scene and the next chapter begins 
with a very moving scene. Death strikes with consistency – 10 out of 10 die! 
It does not strike by accident, but by divine appointment (Heb. 9:27). Jacob 
died and went by faith to his eternal rest. Deffingbaugh comments of his 
passing, 
 

The expression, “to be gathered to his people” was no mere 
euphemism for death; it was an ancient expression of the patriarchs 
hope of life after death. These men found little comfort in having 
their bones in close proximity to those of other relatives. They 
viewed their death as the occasion to be rejoined with those whose 
death had separated the living from the dead. 

 
And Joseph f e l l  upon h i s  fa ther ’ s  fa c e ,  and wept  upon h im,  and kiss ed  h im.  (v1)  

 
The heart of Joseph, who is now 56 years old, is still tender and vulnerable. 
Often men become hardened by position, society, age, experiences etc. But 
the great leader of Egypt proves that he still a beloved son of Jacob. 
Believers do not sorrow for our departed loved ones as they that have no 
hope but we still sorrow (1 Thess. 4:13).  
 
And Joseph commanded h i s  s e rvants  the  phys i c ians  to  embalm his  fa ther :  and the  phys i c ians  
embalmed Israe l .  And for ty  days  were  fu l f i l l ed  fo r  h im;  fo r  so  are  fu l f i l l ed  the  days  o f  those  

whi ch  are  embalmed :  and the  Egypt ians  mourned for  h im three s cor e  and t en  days .  And 
when the  days  o f  h i s  mourning  were  pas t ,  Jos eph spake unto  the  house  o f  Pharaoh ,  say ing ,  
I f  now I  have  found grace  in  your  ey e s ,  speak,  I  pray  you ,  in  the  ears  o f  Pharaoh ,  say ing ,  

My fa ther  made me swear ,  say ing ,  Lo,  I  d i e :  in  my grave  whi ch  I  have  d igg ed  fo r  me in  the  
land o f  Canaan,  ther e  sha l t  thou bury  me .  Now ther e for e  l e t  me go  up ,  I  pray  thee ,  and 

bury  my fa ther ,  and I  wi l l  come aga in .  (v2-5)  

Joseph still needed Pharaoh’s permission to leave Egypt. Wisely in his 
dialogue he left out the words that that Jacob did not want to be buried in 
Egypt.  
 
And Joseph went  up to  bury  h i s  fa ther :  and wi th  h im went  up a l l  the  s e rvants  o f  Pharaoh ,  

the  e lder s  o f  h i s  house ,  and a l l  the  e lder s  o f  the  land o f  Egypt ,  And a l l  the  house  o f  Joseph ,  
and h i s  bre thren ,  and h i s  fa ther ' s  house :  on ly  the i r  l i t t l e  ones ,  and the i r  f l o cks ,  and the i r  

herds ,  they  l e f t  in  the  land o f  Goshen .  And ther e  went  up wi th  h im both  char io t s  and 
horsemen :  and i t  was  a  very  gr ea t  company .  And they  came to  the  thre sh ing f loor  o f  Atad ,  

whi ch  i s  beyond Jordan,  and ther e  they  mourned wi th  a  gr ea t  and very  sor e  lamenta t ion :  and 
he  made a  mourning  fo r  h i s  fa ther  s ev en  days .  And when the  inhabi tants  o f  the  land ,  the  

Canaani t e s ,  saw the  mourn ing  in  the  f l oor  o f  Atad,  they  sa id ,  This  i s  a  gr i evous  mourn ing  
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to  the  Egypt ians :  where fo r e  the  name o f  i t  was  ca l l ed  Abelmizra im,  whi ch  i s  beyond Jordan.  
And h is  sons  d id  unto  h im ac cord ing  as  he  commanded them: For  h i s  sons  carr i ed  h im in to  
the  land o f  Canaan,  and bur i ed  h im in  the  cave  o f  the  f i e ld  o f  Machpe lah ,  whi ch  Abraham 

bought  wi th  the  f i e ld  fo r  a  poss e s s ion  o f  a  bury ingp la ce  o f  Ephron the  Hit t i t e ,  b e for e  
Mamre .  (v7-13) 

Showing respect for the dead is an ancient biblical tradition. It may be 
inconvenient for us in our convenience-centred generation, but it is 
honourable to do so. This is likely Joseph’s first trip back to Canaan for 39 
years.  

This is clearly a deep sense of grief felt by them. The longer a person 
is with you the deeper the roots go. Jacob truly made an impact on his 
family. This great funeral procession must have made a profound 
impression on the inhabitants of the land. 
 

And Joseph r e turned in to  Egypt ,  he ,  and h i s  bre thren ,  and a l l  that  went  up wi th  h im to  
bury  h i s  fa ther ,  a f t e r  he  had bur i ed  h i s  fa ther .  (v14)  

 
Despite the toll of the angel of death, life must go on for the living. This 
man Joseph has to live for the next world by proving faithful in this one. 
Any man who forgets the world to come will not live well in this one. It 
would have been tempting for Joseph to linger a while in his homeland, but 
he had other God-ordained duties to fulfil. This does not mean we forget 
the deceased, but we must see their passing in a balanced and biblical 
perspective. 
 

And when Joseph 's  bre thren  saw that  the i r  fa ther  was dead ,  they  sa id ,  Joseph wi l l  
peradventure  hate  us ,  and wi l l  c e r ta in ly  r equi t e  us  a l l  the  ev i l  whi ch  we d id  unto  h im.  And 
they  s en t  a  messenger  unto  Joseph ,  say ing ,  Thy fa ther  d id  command be for e  he  d i ed ,  say ing ,  

So sha l l  y e  say  unto  Joseph ,  Forg iv e ,  I  pray  thee  now,  the  t r e spass  o f  thy  bre thren ,  and 
the i r  s in ;  fo r  they  d id  unto  thee  ev i l :  and now,  we pray  thee ,  fo rg iv e  the  t r e spass  o f  the  

s e rvants  o f  the  God o f  thy  fa ther .  And Joseph wept  when they  spake unto  h im.  And h is  
bre thren  a l so  went  and f e l l  down be for e  h i s  fa c e ;  and they  sa id ,  Beho ld ,  we  be  thy  s e rvants .  

(v15-18) 

These brothers now experience another emotion along with the grief – guilt. 
Doubtless, they were aware that this revenge was what Esau planned in 
Genesis 27. Despite the grace shown to them, they suspected Joseph was 
like themselves and would take vengeance when given the perfect 
opportunity. They had not yet fully fathomed Joseph’s forgiveness. Probably 
their consciences were pricked by the long journey to Canaan and back. 
When they witnessed there the great grief of Joseph they likely feared that 
this coupled with the painful memories would trigger a backlash on them. 
 

And Joseph sa id  unto  them, Fear  no t :  fo r  am I  in  the  p la c e  o f  God? (v19)  

 
Our theology will determine our character and thereby our conduct. How 
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we react when a golden opportunity for revenge presents itself truly defines 
the nature of our heart. Joseph gives a classic illustration of the right way to 
deal with bitterness resulting from past hurt. If any man deserved to be 
bitter and revengeful for his ill treatment we would imagine it would be 
Joseph. He had been forsaken by his brothers, framed by Potiphar’s wife, 
and had been forgotten by the chief butler. However, true love “thinketh no 
evil” (1 Cor. 13:5). 

In this section, Joseph famously looked back on his life with all of its 
attendant difficulties and trials. His father had passed away and now the 
perfect opportunity presented itself for him to avenge himself on his 
brethren for their cruelty to him. He questioned rhetorically, “for am I in the 
place of God?” Cole comments, “Joseph’s question is a good one to ask 
yourself when you’re tempted to withhold forgiveness or to seek vengeance 
against someone who has wronged you.” 

Joseph knew his place as the subject creature to the Covenant God 
and then argues to his brothers, “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but 
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.” As 
he replied to his frightened brethren who had done him so much harm, 
Joseph argued from three great biblical truths – his place, that God 
controlled every circumstance, and that he should return evil for good. 
Joseph’s knowledge, belief and practice of these three things were critical to 
his great success in life. 

Joseph was a naturally gifted man who had been elevated to the 
second most important position in the most powerful nation at that time. 
Great power over life and death was in his hands; people bowed before him; 
many sought to flatter him; accolades as the man who had “saved” Egypt 
and made Pharaoh incredibly wealthy. In a place like Egypt no one would 
have given a second thought if he had taken revenge on his cruel brethren. 
Indeed,  probably many would have thought it prudent to do so.  

Despite his powerful position in the eyes of this world, Joseph knew 
who truly was Sovereign in his life. Joseph may have been great in the 
world’s eyes, but he knew he was never big enough to take God’s place. He 
knew that there was One infinitely greater than him who ruled the heavens. 
As a consequence, Joseph had learned to let God control and direct his path 
and circumstances. He knew he had to submit to the sovereignty of God in 
his life when someone wronged him. Joseph knew that in the pit, in 
Potiphar’s house, in prison or even in a palace that “God was with him.” 
That is all that mattered to Joseph. 
 
But as  fo r  you ,  y e  thought  ev i l  aga ins t  me ;  but  God meant  i t  unto  good ,  to  br ing  to  pass ,  as  

i t  i s  th i s  day ,  to  save  much peop l e  a l iv e .  (v20)  
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Joseph also knew and believed that a Sovereign all-wise, all-loving, all-
powerful God was ultimately in control of human affairs – not Pharaoh or 
Joseph. He argues this fact to his brethren, “but God meant it unto good, to bring 
to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.”  

The Bible repeatedly declares that God is the ultimate governor of 
the universe, “who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11). 
No person or circumstance could thwart the sovereign plan of God for 
Joseph. John Calvin put it well, “Indeed, the principal purpose of Biblical 
history is to teach that the Lord watches over the ways of the saints with 
such great diligence that they do not even stumble over a stone (Psa. 91:12)” 

Now, not everything that happened to Joseph was good, as Joseph 
acknowledges that the brothers intended evil, “ye thought evil against me.” But 
despite this God worked it together for Joseph’s ultimate good. This 
statement also puts rebuffs the popular but false teaching today that every 
trial is from the devil and that God would never permit our faith to be tried 
this way. 
 We must not assume that Joseph is speaking from a life of smooth 
sailing. Great wrongs and trials had afflicted his tender and loving heart. His 
creed did not take away the reality of the pain. But instead of becoming 
bitter Joseph stood on the rock of God’s promises and remained faithful. 
Joseph never judged the character of God by a single event because he knew 
the Lord will never leave him or forsake him (Hebrews 13:5). God was the 
chief reality in the life of this wonderful man so he knew everything was 
working together for good by God (Romans 8:28). Lewis Johnson makes a 
pertinent application, 
 

Do you know what that means my dear Christian friend?  That means 
that when God promises to do something, he will do it.  Now he is 
not an Arminian God who makes promises conditioned upon man’s 
faithfulness.  He doesn’t do things like that.  He makes his promises 
and then in wonderful grace, he gives men faith.  He works in the 
hearts of his believers and brings them to faith in his promises.  It’s 
true we are blessed through faith, but his promises are unconditional 
promises.  We do not worship a frustrated deity.  He accomplishes 
his purposes, and that’s one of the reasons that Joseph was able to 
keep so restful amid the trials of life. 

  
Sometimes it may take years or even in eternity before we understand 

all the workings of God in our lives. Trusting in God’s sovereign wise 
providence does not mean you will understand always what God is doing, 
but it does mean that you trust that God is doing something. It took Joseph 
many decades from Genesis 37-50 for him to discern the wonderful plan of 
God in his life. The way providence works in our lives may be very different 
from how we think or expect. Doubtless, Joseph never guessed or desired as 
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a 17 year old youth at Shechem that he would spend 93 years of his life in 
the land of Egypt. But that is why God is sovereign and we are not. 
Pritchard comments, 

 
It doesn’t tell us everything we would like to know about the 
mysteries of life, but it does assure us that God is there and that he 
cares for us. He is somehow involved even in our darkest moments in 
a way we cannot see—and probably wouldn’t understand even if we 
could see it. 
   
As he looked back on his eventful life, Joseph could see many 

examples of what was the hidden smile of God behind a frowning 
providence. It was providence that a man noted Joseph seeking his brothers 
in Shechem; it was providence that this man just happened to overhear 
Joseph’s brothers saying that they were moving on to Dothan; it was 
providence that his brothers threw him into an empty pit; it was providence 
that Reuben was away when the Midianites came along; it was providence 
that led him to be sold to Potiphar; it was providence that led him to be in 
the house alone when Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him; it was providence 
that he was in jail when the baker and the cupbearer were placed there; it 
was providence that Pharaoh had a dream and just at the right moment the 
cupbearer remembered Joseph; it was providence that led Jacob to send his 
sons to Egypt; it was providence that they were led to Joseph; and it was 
providence that at just before they all perished Jacob’s family moved to 
Egypt and prospered there. 

Often we are quick to praise God for His goodness when things are 
working out well for us outwardly in life, but we are not so quick to discern 
His goodness in the trials. It is only in these trials and difficulties that we 
discern so much more of the wonderful attributes of God. As Martyn Lloyd 
Jones wrote, “It is only in this way that we really get to know the love and 
grace of God, His kindness, His compassion, His tenderness, His patience, 
His longsuffering. How little we know of them!” He summed it up by 
arguing, “that our greatest trouble is our ignorance of God. We know things 
about God, but our real trouble is our ignorance of God Himself - what He 
really is, and what He is to His people.” 

In 1895, the writer, Andrew Murray, after going through a great 
physical affliction wrote to a woman suffering in England what he had 
learned, 

 
In time of trouble, say, ‘First, He brought me here. It is by His will I 
am in this strait place; in that I will rest.’ Next, ‘He will keep me here in 
His love, and give me grace in this trial to behave as His child.’ Then 
say, ‘He will make the trial a blessing, teaching me lessons He intends 
me to learn, and working in me the grace He means to bestow.’ And 



	   110	  

last, say, ‘In His good time He can bring me out again. How and when, 
He knows.’ Therefore, say ‘I am here (1) by God’s appointment, (2) in 
His keeping, (3) under His training, (4) for His time. 

 
Now there fo r e  f ear  y e  no t :  I  w i l l  nour i sh  you ,  and your  l i t t l e  ones .  And he  comfor t ed  them, 

and spake kind ly  unto  them. (v21)  
 
Joseph lived in a savage and cruel world where revenge was considered a 
virtue. Instead of mocking his brethren or treating them unkindly for what 
they had done we are told he said, “Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, 
and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.” As Cole 
reminded, “God had vindicated Joseph and exalted him, but Joseph didn’t 
exalt himself.” Joseph could also have extended verbal forgiveness and then 
separated from his brothers permanently. But true forgiveness is reflected in 
kind deeds. Too many want God to forgive them in mercy when they 
repent, but demand absolute justice and immediate judgment to those that 
have wronged them even when the offender repents. 

Forgiveness is not some intellectual concept, but is patterned on the 
model of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Luke 23:34 as He hung on the Cross He 
prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” The Greek verb, 
which is translated “prayed” is the imperfect indicating that this was a 
repeated cry by Christ on the Cross. The Apostle Peter pointed out that 
Christ was our example here and called us to follow in His steps, 

 
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth: Who, when 
He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened 
not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously. (1 Peter 
2:22-23) 

We are called to be like our Master. In extending such grace for those who 
mistreated him, we see the image of Christ stamped on the life of Joseph. 
This man’s trust in the sovereign wisdom of God carried Joseph through 
these terrible trials with a wonderful spirit, free from bitterness and 
complaining. Like Christ, he could endure life’s wrongs because he knew 
that God would make it right. As we contemplate those who have wronged 
us today we need to ask: Are we like Joseph? Are we like Christ? 

The greatness of any man, movement, or church is not in money, 
numbers or buildings but ultimately how much they reflect the image of 
Christ. We pray echoing the words of the hymn writer Thomas O. 
Chisholm who wrote in 1897, 
 

Oh! to  be l ike Thee ,  oh!  to  be  l ike Thee ,   
Blessed Redeemer ,  pure as Thou art ;   

Come in Thy sweetness ,  come in Thy fu l lness ;   
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Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart .  
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN  

 
A Life Well Lived (Genesis 50:22-26) 

 
More than 50 years have elapsed between verses 21 and 22 of chapter 50. 
The clock of time was running out for Joseph also. Death is no respecter of 
persons. Even the greatest of men are not indispensable in God’s kingdom 
and plan.  

Joseph faced eternity in the same spirit and manner as his beloved 
father. His heart was full of grace and truth right to the very end. He 
persevered in faith, as all the true elect do. As Swindoll said of him, “Joseph 
was led by grace. He spake by grace. He forgave by grace. He forgot by 
grace. He loved by grace. He remembered by grace.” 

The author of Hebrews gives multiple examples of those who lived 
and died in faith. Of Joseph we are told, “By faith Joseph, when he died, made 
mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his 
bones” (Hebrews 11:22). Joseph left this earth without seeing the fulfillment 
of God’s promises to Abraham. Two hundred years had passed since these 
promises were first given and circumstances even seemed contrary to their 
fulfillment. Although Joseph knew that he would die, he believed by faith 
the promise of God would never die! 
  

And Joseph dwe l t  in  Egypt ,  he ,  and h i s  fa ther ' s  house :  and Joseph l i v ed  an hundred  and 
t en  y ears .  And Joseph saw Ephra im's  ch i ldren  o f  the  th i rd  g enera t ion :  the  ch i ldren  a l so  o f  

Machir  the  son o f  Manasseh  were  brought  up upon Joseph 's  knees .  (v22-23) 

In v22-26, we have a wonderful scene of instruction from the graveyard by 
Joseph on the brink of eternity that is referred to in Hebrews 11:22. He had 
lived 93 years of his 110 years in the glory and splendour of Egypt. We are 
told he lived to see 4 generations of his offspring grow up in the land of 
Egypt. His great grandchildren “were brought up upon Joseph’s knees.” 
 
And Joseph sa id  unto  h i s  bre thren ,  I  d i e :  and God wi l l  sure ly  v i s i t  you ,  and br ing  you out  
o f  th i s  land unto  the  land whi ch  he  sware  to  Abraham, to  I saac ,  and to  Jacob .  And Joseph 
took an oath  o f  the  ch i ldren  o f  I s rae l ,  say ing ,  God wi l l  sure ly  v i s i t  you ,  and ye  sha l l  carry  

up my bones  f rom hence .  (v24-25) 
 
Despite the comfort of Egypt and respect that Joseph was held in there, his 
heart was firmly attached to the faithfulness and promises of God. Like his 
father (Genesis 48:15-22), this man of God wanted to die by reminding the 
next generation that he died believing in the promises of God. He may have 
lived and would die in Egypt, but he was not going to live and die as an 
Egyptian, but as a true son of Israel. Maclaren makes the point, 
 



	   113	  

It was at once a proof of how entirely he believed God’s promise, 
and of how earnestly he longed for its fulfilment. It was a sign too of 
how little he felt himself at home in Egypt, though to outward 
appearance he had become completely one of its people. The 
ancestral spirit was in him true and strong though he was ‘separate 
from his brethren.’ He bore an Egyptian name, a swelling title, he 
married an Egyptian woman, he had an Egyptian priest for father-in-
law, but he was an Israelite in heart; and in the midst of official cares 
and a surfeit of honours, his desires turned away from them all 
towards the land promised by God to his fathers. 

 
As Joseph drew his beloved offspring around him, there is no 

suggestion of bitterness or complaints from Joseph, who had suffered 
greatly. He left this world right with God and with men. Like his father 
Jacob he knew he was about to die and was ready to die. Also, despite the 
fact that he had achieved great things in this world from a material 
viewpoint, it should be noted that Joseph does not boast in his position, 
wealth, and power. Nor did he boast in the achievements of his children or 
direct them to pursue these things. This is a great temptation for us all. 
Steve Cole makes a good observation, 
 

It is a tragedy that many Christian parents today hope more that their 
children and grandchildren will succeed materially than that they will 
succeed spiritually! They would be thrilled to hear that one of their 
kids got accepted into medical school or landed a fat contract with a 
professional sports team. But if they heard that the kids were headed 
for the mission field in a poor country, they would try to “talk some 
sense into them.” They wouldn’t want them to “throw their lives 
away” with nothing (materially) to show for it. Besides, they’d rather 
have the grandkids nearby. That is a thoroughly worldly attitude! First 
and foremost, we should want our children to walk with God, 
wherever that may lead them in terms of a career or a geographic 
location. 

 
The focus of Joseph’s final message is God. Our attitude to God 

determines the greatness of our character. This God-centred way of 
thinking has been a habitual part of this great man’s life. It was so much part 
of his thinking that it flowed into his conversation (Genesis 39:9; 40:8; 
41:16, 25, 52; 42:18; 43:29; 50:20, 24-25). It did not matter if he was facing a 
temptation before Potiphar’s wife or witnessing in jail or standing before the 
King of Egypt, Joseph talked about God.  

This man viewed everything from a vertical and not merely a 
horizontal perspective. Joseph repeatedly emphasises the overriding 
providence of God throughout his life. Too often God is incidental to our 
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thinking whereas He should be the centre. Joseph was not great because of 
his natural attributes (many others had these), but because he always viewed 
his life from a God-centred perspective. Maclaren makes a pointed 
application, 

 
What, then, of us? On Sundays we profess to seek for a city; but what 
about the week, from Monday morning to Saturday night? What 
difference does our faith make in the current of our lives? 

 
Joseph had lived 93 years in Egypt but he still believed God’s promises. The 
pleasures of family and position never changed his perspective of eternal 
realities. This man proves that God can be the reality of your life in the 
highest walks of life. 

Joseph makes clear what is the object of his faith, as he says, “God will 
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which He sware to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” It is worth noting that his faith was not based 
on optimism, guesses, or wishful thing, but grounded upon the character of 
God and His Word. True faith is grounded upon the infallible, inerrant 
Word of God. It also should be noted that the Holy Spirit picks up this 
attitude and commends it in Hebrew 11:22. Joseph’s faith was severely 
tested, but never faltered right to the end. He had indomitable confidence in 
God’s word. 

Genuine faith always leads to obedience in action (James 2:14-26). 
Faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is not alone! It results in good 
works. Joseph’s instructions prove that his faith in the promises of God was 
not empty rhetoric. He ensured that his funeral would be a witness that he 
believed in the promises of God to his family and the Egyptians. His clear 
faith in what God would do is seen in this instruction, “God will surely visit 
you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.” As someone said, “he preferred a 
significant burial in Canaan before a magnificent one in Egypt.”  

We as believers need to focus our faith on the written promises of 
God. Feelings come and go, but the eternal promises of God that called us, 
justified us, will also carry us home to heaven in glorification (Romans 8:29-
30). I like the statement of A W Pink when he wrote,   

 
Man craves for certainty. Speculations and hypotheses are insufficient 
where eternal issues are at stake. When I come to lay my head upon 
my dying pillow, I want something surer than a “perhaps” to rest it 
upon. And thank God I have it. Where? In the Holy Scriptures. I 
know that my Redeemer liveth. I know that I have passed from death 
unto life. I know that I shall be made like Christ and dwell with Him 
in glory throughout the endless ages of eternity. How do I know? 
Because God’s Word says so, and I want nothing more. 
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We have to admire the patriarchs, like Joseph. Despite the fact they did not 
have a complete Bible, yet their faith was strong. We have even more reason 
with the full revelation of Scripture to live a life of faith. Should a Christian 
fear death? Of course not, as we can testify with Paul, “O, death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Cor.15:55) 
 

So Joseph d i ed ,  be ing  an hundred  and t en  years  o ld :  and they  embalmed h im, and he  was  
put  in  a  co f f in  in  Egypt .  (v26)  

 
Joseph’s coffin was a reminder for the next 3 centuries to Israel of God’s 
promises for their future. It reminded them of death but also of life and 
hope to come. In all of their forthcoming trials it should be an 
encouragement that God has not finished with Israel.  

Joseph’s death did not bring his influence to an end. His life and 
testimony lived on after his death. He made a difference to his generation 
and for thousands of years since. Will your life? This legacy he passed on 
was no coincidence or stroke of good fortune. God was the centre of his 
thinking and life. He believed and lived in light of this truth.  The Apostle 
Paul lived the same way in his generation as he testified, “For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Philp. 1:21). As one commentator reminds us, 

 
Where do you want to get to? If you want to get to heaven, then you 
need to consider the question, “What am I living for?” Complete the 
sentence: “For me, to live is _____.” What? Money? Success? 
Happiness? Pleasure? Fun? Good times? Family? Self? If your answer 
is any of the above, then to die will be a terrible loss, not a gain. But 
if, with Paul, you can honestly say as you evaluate your life, “For me, 
to live is Christ,” then you can also say with all the confidence of 
God’s Word behind you, “to die is gain!”  
 
With God’s power and guidance, invest your life into something that 

will outlast you. Can you say truthfully say with the Apostle Paul, “to die is 
gain?” If you can, you will hear the commendation of the Master, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord” (Matt. 25:23).  

The passing of Jacob or Joseph did not signal the end of God’s 
interest or involvement with His people. He is the living God who is still on 
the throne. We have a dead Joseph but a living Jesus! John Wesley once 
stated that God buries his workmen but God carries on his work.  When 
Joseph passes on there will be a Moses and when he goes on there will be a 
Joshua. God sovereignly raises up new workmen to accomplish his work in 
every generation. Maclaren observed, “Israel can survive the loss of the 
strongest and wisest. God lives, though a hundred Josephs die.”  
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Men, churches, and organizations come and go, even great ones, but 
God’s purposes and plans are not derailed or contingent upon the presence 
of any of these. As Joseph testified, “I die: and God will surely visit you.” This is 
the same message the dying Jacob had given him, “Behold, I die: but God shall 
be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers” (48:21). We see this 
truth wonderfully demonstrated by two verse in the first chapter of Exodus, 

 
And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation. And 
the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with 
them. (Exodus 1:4-5) 

Alongside the demise of Joseph, God is working and blessing the living. The 
cradles rock with hope adjacent to the coffin! G. Campbell Morgan wrote of 
Joseph’s demise, 

Commit your life to God, see vision, do the work that’s nearest, the 
work He appoints, truly and well and faithfully, and die knowing you 
have started delicate influences, dynamic forces which will proceed 
through every succeeding generation until they gather up the harvest 
of glorious result about the throne of the Eternal. The man of God 
has not finished his work in the world when they put him in a coffin. 

 
We do not know the future nor can we I control it. However, we can 

affect eternity with our actions in the present. As Robert Moffatt, pioneer 
missionary to Africa said, “We’ll have all eternity to celebrate our victories, 
but only one short hour before sunset to win them.”  

Few modeled love, grace, and truth better than Joseph. Naturally 
gifted and attractive, he allowed the Spirit of God to make him a beautiful 
image of Christ through his sufferings. He made a difference to his 
generation and for thousands of years since. God was the centre of his 
thinking and life. He believed and lived in light of this truth. We need more 
believers like Joseph and Paul in our generation – be one!  

 
“He Maketh No Mistake”  

by A.M. Overton 
 

My Father ’ s  way may twis t  and turn,  
My heart  may throb and ache  

But in my soul  I ’m g lad I  know, 
He maketh no mistake.  

 
My cher i shed p lans may go astray ,  
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My hopes  may fade away,  
But s t i l l  I ’ l l  t rust  my Lord to  l ead 

For He doth know the way.  
 

Tho’  night  be dark and i t  may seem 
That day wi l l  never  break, 

I ’ l l  p in my fa i th ,  my al l  in Him, 
He maketh no mistake.  

 
There ’ s  so  much now I cannot  see ,  

My eyes ight ’ s  far  too dim; 
But come what may,  I ’ l l  s imply  trust  

And leave  i t  a l l  to  Him. 
 

For by and by the mist  wi l l  l i f t  
And plain i t  a l l  He’ l l  make,  

Through al l  the  way,  tho ’  dark to me,  
He made not  one mis take.  

 
 
 


