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In the next incident the Lord Jesus will return to preach and teach in the country He 
grew up in. We learned in Mark 3:21 that His family thought He had lost His mind. 
Nazareth was a small town of around 500 people. It was a nothing place. It was not a 
centre of education, learning, trade, finance and government. It gives us an insight into 
the humility of Christ who left the splendour of glory to live in such obscurity and 
poverty for sinners like us. 
 No doubt growing up in such a small obscure place meant that everyone knew 
Jesus Christ.  He would have made an impression on these people throughout those 
twenty-five years. Luke tells us of His reputation, “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52). I am sure that many people would have 
warmed to the teenage Christ, as He was such a pleasing young man. He never fought, 
slandered, envied, but He always spoke words full of grace and truth. No town ever had 
a more loving or more honourable citizen than Nazareth. No home ever had a more 
caring or respectful son.  
 In His first ministerial visit to Nazareth recorded in Luke 4, Jesus Christ preached 
in the synagogue from Isaiah 61. In the midst of His sermon, the Lord declared that He 
was the Jewish Messiah, “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:21). Rather 
than embracing Him as the Messiah, the people of Nazareth angrily rejected Him and 
tried to kill Him by throwing Him over a cliff, “And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and 
led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong” 
(Luke 4:29).    
 The Lord did not permanently turn His back on these murderous townsfolk. For 
here we find in grace and love the Lord returns with the same gospel message. He may 
even have gone back to the same synagogue. We will observe the:  
 
(1) NATURE OF UNBELIEF 
 
(2) RESULTS OF UNBELIEF 
 

(1) NATURE OF UNBELIEF 
 
As the Lord Jesus preached again on the Sabbath in Nazareth we are told that the people 
who heard Him were “astonished” (v2). This is a powerful verb meaning blown away i.e. 
their minds were blown away! This verb is in the imperfect tense, which means they were 
continually flabbergasted by His preaching. They were astonished at His: 
 
(a) WORDS & WORKS 
 
In their astonishment, the locals we are told began to reason about Him and say, “From 
whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such 
mighty works are wrought by his hands?” (v2) The answers to these questions should have 
been obvious. Never man ever spake like this Man! This was no ordinary power. This 
Man was the Son of God.  

These people could not accept that a man from their town could preach with 
such authority. He had such wisdom and piercing applications, which was delivered from 
lips that were full of grace and truth. He had the power in His preaching of the Holy 
Spirit without measure. To add to the conviction was that these local people knew that 
Jesus Christ lived these truths before them all the years growing up in Nazareth.  
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(b) PERSON 
 
The local people were also stumbled by His Person, “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, 
the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not His sisters here with us? And they 
were offended at Him”(v3). Jesus Christ was not from the educated or wealthy classes of 
Jewish society. This was a Man that grew up amongst the common folk. He wasn’t even 
born in Jerusalem where all the leaders of Judaism were from. Indeed, many of the locals 
likely had artifacts in their possession, which Jesus had made for them when He worked 
as a carpenter. They would have looked upon Him with disdain as just a common 
craftsman, “Is not this the carpenter?” To them He was no better than they were. It is 
notable that that they did not even use His name but as “this man” (v2).  

This rejection of Christ for His lowly origins is typical of the worldly mindset. 
When Samuel came to anoint David king his father Jesse could not believe that God 
would be interested in this boy. Even when David later made it to the battlefield his 
brother despised him as just a shepherd and Saul was sceptical. And when he got on the 
battlefield Goliath rejected him as nothing. David is a midget and an amateur fighter 
whereas Goliath is a giant and a seasoned warrior. However, the only giant David knew 
was God and beside Him Goliath was a midget. David was not impressive when 
compared to Goliath if you did not see whose side God was on.  But God can take the 
nothings and make them somethings! 

We live in a society that judges people by certain external categories often related 
to money, status, education etc. However, believers need to be cautious that we do not 
do this in the church. Most of the apostles were very ordinary men with extraordinary 
ministries. The world rejected them as “ignorant and unlearned” fishermen (Acts 4:13). But 
what great things God did through them.  

The writer and preacher, John Bunyan was a simple peddler or tinker that sold 
around houses simple artifacts. After he was imprisoned for preaching the gospel, his 
fame spread in England. When he preached in London, thousands packed into churches 
to hear him. John Owen the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University went to hear Bunyan. 
When King Charles II heard it, he mocked Owen for listening to such a simple preacher. 
The godly scholar John Owen replied, “May it please your Majesty, could I possess that 
tinker’s ability for preaching, I would most gladly relinquish all my learning.” 

Not only were the local people in Nazareth astonished at the preaching of Christ, 
but we are also told that they were “offended at Him” (v3). The word “offended” has the idea 
of “to cause to stumble or to be repelled.” It was inconceivable for their proud minds 
that such a lowly figure could teach them biblical truth. This offence had a dark and 
sinister edge. They referred to Him as “the son of Mary.” In Jewish society a male is always 
referred to in terms of his relationship to his father. To refer to Him as “the son of Mary” 
means to imply that Christ is an illegitimate child and His mother had played the harlot. 

The people of Nazareth reflect the heart of the world today. People all around us 
are still stumbling at the words, works, and Person of Jesus Christ. They cannot accept 
He is the Saviour of the world. They will not humble themselves before Him. Instead of 
bowing the knee to His Lordship, they ridicule and blaspheme His lovely name.  
 

(2) RESULTS OF UNBELIEF 
 
There were a number of consequences to their unbelief: 
 
(a) These people rejected the Lord Jesus and they also rejected His message. The 
Master’s response to their unbelief is to quote a common proverb, “But Jesus, said unto 
them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own 
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house” (v4). This proverb is not a slight on Christ but it does reveal a great deal about the 
Nazarenes! The idea in this expression is that all the experts come from outside of the 
city! There is a comparative English idiom that “familiarity breeds contempt.” The Chinese 
have a similar saying “local ginger is not hot.” 
  
(b) A second consequence was that Christ could not be a blessing to them, “And He could 
there do no mighty work, save that He laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them” (v5). 
Hardened unbelief is a deadly spiritual poison. Their rejection of Him as the Messiah led 
Him to finally depart from them. Now, they did believe that He could do miracles but 
they refused to believe He was the Messiah.  

We should not imagine, however, that this statement in verse 5 means that Christ 
lacked power to do any miracle. But He refused to demonstrate His miraculous powers 
in the face of blatant unbelief. There was a remnant that He ministered unto, “save that 
He laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.” 
 
(c) When Jesus saw the depth of their rejection, v. 6, He “marvelled because of their unbelief”. 
The word “marvelled” here means “to stand in wonder and amazement”. In the NT, the 
Saviour is said to have “marvelled” only twice. Both times the object of His amazement 
concerned faith. In Luke 7 we read that He marvelled at the powerful faith of a 
centurion. By contrast, Christ marvelled here at the lack of faith in His own townsfolk.  

A man may hear the gospel preached from the lips of the greatest preacher that 
has ever lived and die in his sins. It also certainly proves that a sinner has a duty to 
respond to the truths of Christ and God holds them accountable for not doing so. There 
are people who will always harden their hearts no matter what God does in their lives. 
These are the stony ground hearts! Many atheists argue that if they could witness 
firsthand the miracles of Jesus Christ they would believe on Him. However, this incident 
proves that this is not true. They would reject Christ still. Belief is a moral matter of the 
heart.  
 
APPLICATION 
 
A question we must all ponder today is whether Christ would be amazed at our unbelief 
today. As the people in Nazareth discovered, it is possible to reject Him and lose out on 
His blessings. The Saviour does not have to bless us. None of us have a monopoly on 
the power of the Holy Spirit. God can bless another believer or church that responds in 
faith to Him.  

The story is told of how a preacher was speaking at a distant congregation. When 
he returned, he met the famous Scottish preacher Alexander Whyte. He told Whyte that 
he found preaching in that church a cold spiritual experience. Whyte replied, “Cold!” 
cried Whyte, “I’d say that place is cold. I preached there two years ago and I still haven’t got the chill 
out of my bones!” 

When the Master preached in that synagogue the chill of unbelief froze large 
sections. Many despised and rejected the “Man of sorrows” who was acquainted with 
grief. This will picture the final rejection of the Cross. However, it was not all coldness. 
In a corner of that place sat a group of true disciples. The Lord could work among such 
souls. We read, “He laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them” and “He went round 
about the villages, teaching.” There were a people willing to hear and obey. God always 
preserves a remnant in every generation. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is here today. He walks up and down the true church. The 
question we all must face is are we rejecting Him or are we embracing Him? 
 


