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To be told that your child is dying is one of the most heartbreaking things imaginable. 
Much of our hopes for the future are bound up with our children and future generations. 
The future looks bleak without them. If they die, parental hope often dies with them. 
Most parents would do anything to save the life of their child – even if it means giving 
up their own life.  
 After demonstrating His power over the natural world and demonic world in the 
previous incidents, the Lord Jesus will face man’s last greatest enemy - Death. Previously 
we saw a storm that could not be controlled by experienced sailors. There was also a 
demoniac that could not be tamed by any man. Only Jesus could deal with these 
problems. Now Christ will face a disease that the physicians could not heal and a fatal 
illness that youth could not avoid.  
 Amidst the sorrow of a personal family tragedy, will be seen one of the most 
amazing miracles in all of Scripture. The Great Servant will show Himself to be sufficient 
to minister grace in this trying situation. As He shows His divine power over death, the 
Lord will teach a father called Jairus important lessons on faith. We will observe the:  
 
(1) TRUTH OF HIS FAITH 
 
(2) TRIAL OF HIS FAITH 
 
(3) TRIUMPH OF HIS FAITH 
 

(1) TRUTH OF HIS FAITH 
 
This man Jairus was no insignificant man. We are told he was “one of the rulers of the 
synagogue” (v22) so doubtless he was a wealthy and respected man in the local society. But 
he had a great problem, which he revealed to Jesus, “My little daughter lieth at the point of 
death” (v23). Luke tells us in his parallel account that she was his only daughter.  
 Jairus was a man who had everything that this world regards as significant. 
People looked up to him; his words and presence were important. He was a religious 
man and had access to all the trappings of his faith. However, at this moment in time 
none of this mattered. Doubtless, he would have given all his privileges and accolades for 
the life of his precious daughter. It is remarkable how our priorities can change when the 
realities of eternity are brought suddenly into focus.  

We would imagine that the respected, urbane Jairus was probably much older 
than the young uneducated prophet from Nazareth. Jairus would have been cognisant of 
the opposition from the Jewish leaders to Jesus Christ and how they argued that He was 
controlled by the devil. Jairus may even have agreed with some of them. So to speak to 
Christ, let alone seek His assistance, would mean that Jairus would lose a lot of face in 
the circles he moved in. It might even mean that he was permanently ostracised.  

Despite the negative possibilities, we read, “And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers 
of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw Him, he fell at His feet, And besought Him greatly, 
saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray Thee, come and lay Thy hands on her, that 
she may be healed; and she shall live” (v22-23). Jairus likely got his attractive robe dirty falling 
on the ground like this. This verb “besought” is in the imperfect tense indicating that he 
was pleading with the Saviour continually. Jairus must have known that such a public 
action would cost him socially. Doubtless many thought he had lost his dignity before 
the despised prophet of Nazareth but this man was desperate.  

May be Jairus or his wife had heard or seen some of Christ’s miracles. I am sure 
he sought all the medical help that money could buy, but somewhere along the line he 
discerned that this was not enough. Fearful situations often help us clarify our true 
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priorities. Sometimes we only turn to God when we have no other hope. But at least 
Jairus did turn to Christ and humble himself.  

Now, Jairus does not ask Christ to say the word and she will be healed like the 
centurion in Matthew 8. This man was commended for believing Christ could heal with 
just a word, “Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel” (Matt. 8:10). 
Jairus pleads for Christ to, “come and lay Thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall 
live.” There may have been an element of superstition about his request in that he 
pleaded for hands to be laid on the girl. But Jairus must be commended for recognising 
that Christ had the power to truly heal her, “that she may be healed; and she shall live.” His 
faith may not have been strong but it was real faith. God does not require us to have 
perfect faith in order to deliver us from our problems. Jesus was never too busy to be 
interrupted to minister to others. He was the true Servant.  

This fatal illness of this young girl should be a reminder to everyone that life if 
fragile for us all. Death is something most regard as many years distant. We put all our 
eggs in the basket of this life! Yet, illness and death can come suddenly to strike the 
youngest and the strongest. I am always reminded of the account of Naaman.  
 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his 
master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto 
Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. (2 Kings 5:1) 

This man has the respect of his own master the king of Syria. He may have been “a 
mighty man in valour” in his society but this cannot diminish the terrifying truth, “but he was 
a leper.” Disease and death affects the families of the rich and influential just as much as 
the poor and the insignificant. The prince and the pauper meet in the graveyard. A tiny 
virus that you cannot see can take the strongest of men to his knees in just a few hours. 
The irony is that man is so proud and self-confident. That pride can be quickly drained 
away as he languishes on his deathbed!  

(2) TRIAL OF HIS FAITH 
 
Jairus has real faith in the power of the Person of Jesus Christ. However, that faith will 
undergo a number of severe trials: 
 
(i) The first trial Jairus has to go through is to make this public request for Christ to 
come and heal his daughter. He would have known that this action would have 
scandalised the leadership of his synagogue.  
 
(ii) The second trial to hit him came after Christ agreed to come to see his dying daughter 
was the delay caused by the interruption of others. As “Jesus went with him” we are told 
“much people followed Him, and thronged Him.” One of those was “a certain woman, which had an 
issue of blood twelve years.” By reaching out and touching the hem of Christ’s garment, she 
caused a delay in v24-34. For the desperate Jairus, this was like getting your ambulance 
stuck in a traffic jam! The delay adds to the drama of the story. 
 We can only imagine the frustration and panic in Jairus’ heart, as every second was 
precious! He would have reasoned that this woman was ill for 12 years and was not 
critical so another hour or so would not matter. By contrast, his daughter’s need was far 
more urgent! Then to make matter worse Christ pauses to ask who touched Him, “And 
Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, 
and said, Who touched my clothes?” (v30) Surely, that was not significant Jairus must have 
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reasoned. You can imagine his frustration and panic worsening every second.  
 This delay was a hindrance to Jairus’ faith, but it also served to strengthen his faith, 
as he saw Jesus’ power heal this needy woman. She had been 12 years in her affliction; 
the same number of years that Jairus’ daughter had lived! In addition, the fact that the 
Lord called her “daughter” may have heightened his sense of kinship with the miracle.  
 There are times that the Lord delays in answering our requests. He is sovereign and 
has His own timetable. That is why He is God and we are not! At times like this, we 
must not get frustrated or impatient. The Lord knows perfectly what He doing. Whilst 
we wait, we may witness the Lord answering someone else’s request. That should 
strengthen and encourage our faith to wait on.  
 
(iii) A third trial came in v35 when he received the devastating news that his daughter 
was dead, “While He yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain which said, 
Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?” Now, Jairus may have believed 
that Christ could heal his sick daughter but was his faith strong enough to believe that 
Christ could raise her from the dead? This would be a radical challenge to his feeble 
faith.  
 If Jairus’ faith was not yet troubled enough, the words of his servants did nothing 
to encourage by arguing, “why troublest thou the Master any further?” Factually they were right 
to inform him that his daughter was dead, but they did not factor in that Christ was the 
Son of God. From a human perspective things may appear hopeless, but with Him there 
is always hope.  
 The terrible news of his daughter’s passing must have rocked Jairus to the core. 
Many questions must have formed in his soul. The Lord recognised the turmoil in his 
soul and encouraged him to have faith, “As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he 
saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.” In Luke’s account he tells us 
Christ also added, “she shall be made whole” (Luke 8:50). This “faith” in v34 had made the 
woman whole. Now, Christ is urging Jairus to believe the same way. He is reminding the 
heartbroken father that He is in control.  
 
(iv) If these trials were not enough to shake his faith completely, then the scene at his 
home must have been particularly hard to bear. When Jairus heard the sounds of the 
wailing mourners and saw with his eyes the lifeless corpse of his beloved young daughter, 
then the reality of death must have hit him hard.  
 What made this worse was the attitude of the mourners to the confidence of the 
Master, “And when He was come in, He saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the 
damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn” (v39-40). Would Jairus trust 
Christ of the collective wisdom of the scientific and religious world? Could he believe 
that Christ could do the impossible? 
 When all possible human hope has gone, trusting in Jesus is not easy. There will be 
many hindrances and setbacks, which can shake our faith in Him. God does not always 
give full explanations to us. Sometimes He is even silent throughout the crisis. However, 
we need to keep trusting that He is working all our trials and suffering together for good. 
All the delays in answering our cries are designed to give God greater glory and increase 
our faith. A man like Joseph can be snatched from his home in cruelty and spend the 
next 13 years delayed in slavery and imprisonment before God steps in to deliver him. 
But from that great act of providential deliverance, God will mould a man to become a 
Prime Minister of Egypt and a man of God. It will also be God’s sovereign means of 
saving the descendants of Abraham alive from the famine. From that incident will 
emerge a mighty new nation of millions called Israel.  
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(3) TRIUMPH OF HIS FAITH 
 

The wonderful thing in all of this is that Jairus never gives up. His faith may have been 
shaken but it never falters completely. The temptation to murmur or question Jesus 
Christ must have been tremendous. Doubtless, the healing of the woman strengthened 
his faith. The wonderful thing was that his faith was not misplaced when it had its object 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. The delay of the Lord merely brings a greater demonstration of 
His power. For we read, “And He took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; 
which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And straightway the damsel arose, and 
walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment” 
(v41-42). 

Jairus had in his home the only One who could help his dead daughter. The 
famous atheist Voltaire offered his great fortune as he lay on his deathbed to his doctor 
if he could guarantee him another few months on this earth. However, Voltaire 
discovered that no human could guarantee him another minute on this earth when the 
finger of God calls him into eternity.  
 We must also note the tenderness of Christ to this little child. He takes her “by 
the hand” which was a defiling act for a Jew. But the living Master who declared, “I am 
the resurrection, and the life” (John 11:25) cannot be defiled by death. To raise her from the 
dead was as easy as waking her from sleep. The touch of Christ communicated that He 
personally cared for her. Then He spoke tenderly to her, “Talitha, cumi,” or literally “little 
lamb, arise.” The first thing this little girl saw when she awoke from the sleep of death 
was the face of Jesus Christ. That was a picture she would never forget. Then the Lord 
showed his continual care for her by ordering, “that something should be given her to eat” 
(v43). 
 We are told in Luke 8:56 that Jairus and his wife were “astonished” at the miracle. 
This had exceeded all possible human expectations. We can only but imagine the scenes 
of joy as the little girl looked at her loving parents again. What gratitude must have 
flowed out of their hearts to the One whom they had put their faith in! I am sure that 
they were so thankful they made the effort to get to Jesus for help and stayed with Him 
despite all the obstacles.  
 
APPLICATION – You may say that may be a heartwarming story, but wonder what 
relevance is it to you. The key to this is to see that this restoration to life of this girl is a 
foreshadow of a greater miracle to come. Jairus’ daughter did die again in the future but a 
greater miracle than this will occur in the life of every child of God. We who were dead 
in trespasses and in sin have been resurrected from our sin by His voice to be given 
eternal life. The mortal body that we live in today will one day perish. Most of us will 
probably have to face death. However, the same Jesus Christ will one day call us from 
the grave but this time we will not die again. He will merely speak the word and the dead 
will come to life. We will be eternally resurrected with new bodies that sin and sickness 
can never touch. In John’s Gospel chapter 5 we read, 
 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. For as the Father 
hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself; And hath 
given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of man. 
Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear His voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation. (John 5:25-29) 



	   6	  

 
This is the first person we read that Jesus Christ brought back from the dead. 
Interestingly, there were others. The second was the widow of Nain’s son. He was a 
young man on his way to be buried in Luke 7 when Christ intervened. The next one was 
Lazarus in John 11. He was an older man, who had been in the grave four days! Young 
or old, just passed away or already in the grave is no barrier to the power of Christ. This 
will be the same in the Great Resurrection. We will hear His voice, we will open our eyes, 
and we see His face. What a wonderful day that will be! 
 

What a day that wi l l  be ,   
When my Jesus I shal l  see ,   
And I look upon His face ,   

The One who saved me by His grace ;  
 When He takes me by the hand,  

And leads me through the Promised Land,  
What a day,  g lor ious day that wi l l  be .  

 
Sceptics may laugh at the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ to be the resurrection and the 
life. They may argue that so-called science proves that this life is all there is. However, we 
are called to believe by faith that we will be resurrected to be like Him. The moment we 
die we will be absent from the body present with the Lord. Death is not a permanent 
state, but a temporary one. When we stand at the graves of our loved ones we only are 
saying good night but not farewell. As we stand on the edge of eternity we do not face 
annihilation but transformation to a glorious future. Jairus’ daughter is a powerful 
witnesses to us today that Jesus Christ can and will do what He promised,  
 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. (John 
14:1-3) 

There will be no envying over whether you have a HDB or Condo there! There will be 
no estate agents trying to upgrade you in glory! Christ can be trusted to keep His word. 
He is the only One who can calm our fears, because He alone has conquered death.  
 I was reading this week of a Methodist preacher called Luther Bridges. As he was 
away ministering in Kentucky in 1910, he phoned home to find out news of his family. 
As God had blessed his ministry he was looking forward to sharing the details with his 
wife. Instead of her voice, another answered the long distance line. This unexpected 
voice broke the tragic news that his wife and three sons had died in a fire. The 
heartbroken preacher faced a most awful crisis. He did not understand the frowning of 
providence but he clung to the promises of his Saviour. As he did so, Bridges composed 
a wonderful hymn,  
 

There’s within my heart a melody 
Jesus whispers sweet and low, 

Fear not, I am with thee, peace, be still, 
In all of life’s ebb and flow. 

 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, 

Sweetest Name I know, 
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Fills my every longing, 
Keeps me singing as I go. 

 

A common view around us is that where there is death, there is hope because of Christ 
as well. No matter how hopeless things appear, fix your eyes on the promises of Christ. 
When the delays come, leave it in His hands. He is with us and He will keep us through it 
all. Compared to Him, every problem is insignificant. The Master whispers to you, “Be 
not afraid, only believe.”  


