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After demonstrating His power over the natural world, the Lord Jesus now demonstrates 
His power over the demonic world. In this incident He will tame the “Tombstone 
Terrorist.” In the previous chapter, we see Christ’s ability to control the wild sea; here, 
we see His ability to control a wild man. In that one, we see Christ giving peace in a 
storm; here, but here He gives peace to a stormy soul.  
 This will be another validation of the Lord Jesus’ messiahship. His disciples will 
witness the deliverance of the most severe case of demon possession in the Bible. It is a 
fascinating account. We must observe the:  
 
(1) NEED FOR DELIVERANCE 
 
(2) MODE OF DELIVERANCE 
 
(3) RESPONSE TO DELIVERANCE 
 

(1) NEED FOR DELIVERANCE 
 
The Lord and His disciples touch down on the other side after the tremendous cyclone 
on the Sea of Galilee. The disciples’ heartbeat had probably just returned to normal after 
the storm. They were probably very relieved to reach dry land safely.  

This area known as the “country of the Gadarenes” was a Gentile territory. It could 
have been in the early hours of the morning when they arrived. A strange welcoming 
committee awaited them. Suddenly, rushing towards them was a naked, screaming, and 
violent maniac, “And when He was come out of the ship, immediately there met Him out of the tombs 
a man with an unclean spirit” (v2). Matthew in his account tells us there were two men there, 
but Mark only focuses on the one. Doubtless, this demon-possessed man was filthy, full 
of infections, and covered in scars. The smell must have been awful. He is like a wild 
animal. If the disciples had just about recovered from one fright on the sea, then we can 
imagine meeting this shrieking demoniac in semi-darkness did not make them feel better!  

This man was in no ordinary state of mind or body. He is one of Satan’s most 
powerful instruments in the region. This man was totally under the control of the devil. 
So this was a mighty confrontation between heaven and hell. The man told Christ that 
his name was “Legion: for we are many” (v9). A Roman legion had 6,000 soldiers so this 
man was under great demonic powers. When Christ eventually cast them out, there were 
enough of these demons to possess a whole herd of swine and drive them into the sea. 
Luke tells us he had been possessed by demons for a “long time.” He was completely 
under the power of darkness.  As such, he would have been incapable of changing his 
circumstances. 

The local population tried a human method to deal with this maniac’s spiritual 
problem, “and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: Because that he had been often bound with 
fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: 
neither could any man tame him” (v3b-4). Man always tries humanistic of dealing with 
spiritual problems. Today we would put such a man in a padded room in a mental 
hospital. We also have prisons, psychology, pills but none of them ultimately work 
because they do not deal with the root of the problem.  

This man “had his dwelling among the tombs” (v3). He was more comfortable with 
the dead than with the living. There he lived an unhappy life of self-mutilation, “And 
always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with 
stones” (v5). Cut off from society, he could not enjoy normal human relationships. 
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Probably, when there were funerals they threw stones at him or set dogs on him to keep 
him away. Possessed by this unclean spirit he runs wildly naked. He may even have been 
involved in all kinds of sexual perversion. This man was at war with others because he 
was at war with himself! This is a living hell. Now, controlled by the devil, he found that 
the devil sought to deface the image of God in him. He could find no satisfaction, peace 
or rest as, “the way of transgressors is hard” (Prov. 13:15). The man reminds me of Cain 
wandering around the earth in a life of perpetual discontentment.  

This man refused to be bound by any restrictions of man. Possessed with 
supernatural strength, he did what he liked but he did not like what he did! No one could 
help him and he could not help himself. There seemed to be no way out of his situation. 
From a human perspective, all hope was gone.  
 

(2) MODE OF DELIVERANCE 
 
The demoniac frightened the life out of the local people. He would have been abhorred. 
Everyone avoided this man. Everyone, that is, but the Lord Jesus! He loved the 
unlovable! The Master was willing to cross that stormy sea to rescue just one man from 
his enslavement. Jesus Christ sees people from a different perspective from us. We see 
the drunkard but He sees the potential deacon; we see the prostitute but He sees a future 
moral wife. When He looked upon this poor enslaved man, Jesus Christ saw a future 
missionary.  
 These demons were no atheists. They had their theology straight as the recognised 
Jesus as the “Son of the Most High God” (v7). They fear Jesus even though they do not 
worship him. The Lord Jesus did not just love this man but He did something to meet 
the need of the man. The Master stepped forward and commanded “Come out of the man, 
thou unclean spirit” (v8). Christ never wastes words over the devil and his angels. All evil 
spirits are immediately subject to Jesus. This is probably the greatest outcast of demon 
powers since Lucifer and his angels were cast out of heaven.  Yet Christ does it without 
any effort. Instantly, this man called “Legion” was a different man. The devil is no junior 
version of God! Satan tried to destroy this man; but Jesus came to deliver them.  
 The gospel is the “power of God unto salvation.” The Master did not need to conduct 
12 seminars to cast out the demons of the man. When Jesus spoke there was real and 
lasting power.  He would change this man from the inside out. This was obvious to all, 
“And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and 
clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid” (v15). It did not take long for the 
screaming, naked man to be sat in submissive peace fully clothed. This man’s life was 
totally and radically changed. A changed heart produces a changed life. He was a new 
creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). There is nothing more powerful than a changed life.  
 John Wesley was once robbed while out travelling on his horse. The robber was 
disgusted that Wesley had only a few coins and books. As he left, Wesley called after 
him, “My friend, you may live to regret this sort of life you’re living. If you ever do, 
remember this, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses from all sin.’” The 
robber left hurriedly but Wesley prayed that the word would take root in his soul. Many 
years later after a service a well dressed businessman greeted Wesley. It was the robber 
who had been converted through the words of John Wesley. He took the hand of the 
minister and emotionally said, “To you, dear sir, I owe it all.” “Nay, nay, my friend,” 
John Wesley looked at him and replied, “not to me, but to the precious blood of Christ 
which cleanses us from all sin.” Wesley knew only the Gospel could have done such a 
work of grace.  
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(3) RESPONSE TO DELIVERANCE 
 

There are very contrasting responses from the people in this story: 
 
(1) DEMONIAC - It is interesting to see the change in this man, “sitting, and clothed, and 
in his right mind” (v15). Jesus never forgives but He makes new. Now, this man was sitting 
calmly down and listening to Jesus. What a Bible school he was now enjoying! Naturally 
this poor man desperately wanted to be with Jesus, “And when he was come into the ship, he 
that had been possessed with the devil prayed Him that he might be with Him” (v18). May be he 
feared that he could fall back into his old way of life or that the demons would return 
without the physical presence of Jesus Christ. Maclaren notes, 
 

Conscious weakness, dread of some recurrence of the inward hell, and grateful 
love, prompted the prayer. The prayer itself was partly right and partly wrong. 
Right, in clinging to Jesus as the only refuge from the past misery; wrong, in 
clinging to His visible presence as the only way of keeping near Him. Therefore, 
He who had permitted the wish of the demons, and complied with the entreaties 
of the terrified mob, did not yield to the prayer, throbbing with love and 
conscious weakness. 

 
(2) JESUS CHRIST – The Master Christ must have been touched to see the desire of 
this new convert to spend time with Him. But as he looked upon this man, He discerned 
that he could be a missionary to his neighbourhood. This delivered soul would be a living 
testimony of God’s transforming grace, “Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee” (v19). The seed has to be sown in 
the soil before it can bring forth fruit.  

Naturally, the man was disappointed, but the Lord has perfect wisdom to decide 
where we should serve Him. This may not always line up with our desires. Ryle points 
out, “The place that Christians wish to be in, is not always the place which is best for 
their souls.” But that is why God is God and we are not. The man evidenced the fact 
that he had changed masters by his obedience, “And he departed, and began to publish in 
Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel” (v20). There was no fit 
of anger or attempt to argue with the Lordship of Christ in his life. Jesus found a 
demoniac and left behind a missionary. 

This delivered man’s testimony lined up with what Christ had told him to do in 
v19 as the Lord gets all the glory, “began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done 
for him.” He could point to the scars from his days in sin and declare how he did not need 
chains anymore because of Jesus Christ. Spurgeon notes, 

 
That is a striking name for a man, “he that had been possessed with the devil.” It 
would stick to him as long as he lived, and it would be a standing sermon 
wherever he went. He would be asked to tell the story of what he used to be, and 
how the change came about. What a story for any man to tell! 
 

This man could witness in the place where Christ could no longer minister. His powerful 
testimony led to the consequence, “and all men did marvel” (v20b). The next few chapters 
evidence the fact that he was very successful. For when Jesus Christ went to Decapolis in 
Mark 7:31-8:1 there were people waiting to hear Him. You see, when the Lord refuses 
our request to serve Him in one place of ministry it’s always because He has something 
better. 
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(3) LOCALS – The end of v17 is one of the saddest verses in the Bible, “And they began 
to pray him to depart out of their coasts.” This was a terrible request, as it revealed these people 
preferred the unholy to the holy. There was no expression of gratitude or joy for the 
deliverance of this troublesome man in their community. There was no happiness for the 
man’s sake.  They would rather have the legion of demons reeking havoc in their locality 
than the Son of God bringing deliverance. The irony is that the delivered demoniac 
wants Christ to stay but the people would rather have the demons to stay.  
 Probably, the tipping point was the loss of their herd of swine. Selfishness 
prompted their awful prayer. Money has a powerful grip on people. When the gospel hits 
their material gain, then the carnal heart reacts. This is seen in Acts 19 when the 
silversmiths riot in Ephesus because of the loss of earnings in making idols. There are 
many people who like the idea of the gentle Jesus of the storybooks, but revolt against 
the Saviour whose demands costs.  
 

Room for pleasure ,  room for business ,    
But for  Chris t  the Cruci f i ed ,    

Not a place  that He can enter ,    
In the heart  for  which He died.  

 
However, what a privilege they lost. We can only but imagine what blessings Christ could 
have brought to their community in word and deed! They were the ultimate losers by 
driving Christ from their midst.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
(1) This incident is instructive for us on many ways. It reveals the value and usefulness of 
one life to Jesus Christ. The same should be true of us. Every soul is precious. Also, 
many people are lost as to where God wants them to serve Him. The best place is to 
begin where you are living amongst family and friends. Everyone here has a testimony! 
Have you told those around you yet? Start today and tell others there about what the 
Lord has done for you. Tell it at the home, the classroom, the work place etc.  
 
(2) The Lord Jesus proved His power to tame the most powerfully ensnared man in that 
region. Christ can turn maniacs into missionaries. Jesus still comes to the worst of men. 
He can still transform any hard case today! Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever! He is “to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.” All unsaved people 
are under the power of the devil. What will you do with Jesus this day? Will you run to 
Him for deliverance or pray Him to leave you? Do you want freedom today? You don’t 
need a program or a priest to deal with your sin. You just need Jesus. He can calm the 
storm in your soul.  


