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 “The New World” (Genesis 8:1-22) 

The future of the new world was tied up in a wooden box floating around on the waves. Noah 
and his family are safe on that ark. DL Moody once used this incident to illustrate assurance of 
salvation to a concerned believer. This man told Moody that he did not feel saved. Moody asked, 
“Was Noah safe in the ark?” “Certainly he was,” the man replied. Moody then asked, “Well, 
what made him safe, his feeling or the ark?” The man grasped the application. We are not safe 
because we feel safe but because we know that God is always faithful to His promises to keep us 
from eternal judgment.  

The old world has been completely obliterated and remade, “the world that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished” (2 Peter 3:6). This was the first great extinction of life on this planet 
by an aquatic holocaust. Now, Noah and his family will step out into a very different world from 
they left. Nothing looked the same. All of their past world had all been erased. Apart from the 
sea creatures, everything that was living before had been destroyed. Thomas Whitelaw has said, 
“Never had the world looked on such a vindication of the insulted holiness and offended justice 
of Almighty God and never will it look upon another till the hour strikes when the heavens 
being on fire shall dissolve and the Lord himself shall be revealed in flaming fire.”  

All the vast canyons and mountain peaks we see today were now visible to Noah’s family. 
There would have been no trees and limited vegetation at this point. No homes or cities 
remained. The planet would have been less congenial to life than the previous world. There 
would be a rapid decline in human life expectancy after the flood. It must have been a very 
strange and even frightening experience for Noah and his family.  
 
And God remembered Noah,  and every  l i v ing  th ing ,  and a l l  the  ca t t l e  that  was wi th  h im in  the  ark:  and God 

made a  wind to  pass  over  the  ear th ,  and the  water s  assuaged ;  The founta ins  a l so o f  the  deep  and the  windows 

o f  heaven were  s topped ,  and the  ra in  f rom heaven was r e s t ra ined ;  And the  waters  r e turned f rom o f f  the  ear th  

cont inual ly :  and a f t e r  the  end o f  the  hundred and f i f t y  days  the  water s  were  abated .  And the  ark res t ed  in  the  

s eventh month ,  on the  s evente en th day o f  the  month ,  upon the  mounta ins  o f  Ararat .  (v1-4)  

 
The water would prevail on the earth for 150 days. Noah and his family would ultimately be on 
the boat for a total of one year and one month. Drifting aimlessly around in the ark was probably 
a lonely place for Noah and his family after 40 days of continuous torrential downpours. One 
day flowed into another with no sign that their journey was over. This was no luxury cruise liner 
with entertainment and diverse buffet menus to enjoy. It may have become smelly and cramped 
if the animals reproduced in the normal manner. Such conditions could have bred 
discontentment and boredom. There may have even been disagreements, as it would not have 
been easy to live with your sons, your daughters-in-law, and your wife in an enclosed space for 
over a year. They were sinful humans after all!  

There may have even been a temptation to feel that God had forgotten about them. 
Noah may have asked himself “Why hasn’t God spoken to me?” The Psalmist cried, “Why 
standest thou afar off, O Lord? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?” (Psa. 10:1). The Chinese pastor 
Wong Ming-Dao was imprisoned for 23 years during the Cultural Revolution. There was no 
indication that he would ever be released. One verse that helped him in all of the loneliness and 
suffering was from the prophecy of Micah, “Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God 
of my salvation: my God will hear me” (Micah 7:7).  
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God’s love and care for His creatures is not conditional upon our circumstances, “And 
God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark.” This 
expression “And God remembered Noah” does not mean that God had forgotten Noah, as God is 
omniscient. It simply means that God had stayed true to his promises to Noah of Genesis 6:18 
and was about to act on them. This is still the same for us today. Trials and floods cannot 
separate us from God’s grace. We may not have heard God’s voice for an extended period, but 
He still is faithful to His promises to us. Don’t always expect to hear His voice in the midst of 
trials. Job had to endure all of his great afflictions before he finally heard the voice of God. 
However, the Lord does not forget His child for one moment. Even the very hairs of our head 
are numbered by Him!  

 
God is  s t i l l  on the throne,   

He never forsaketh His own;  
His promise i s  true ,  

He wi l l  not  forget  you,   
God is  s t i l l  on the throne.  

 
The same God who sent the floodwaters can also send the wind to restrain the water, 

“and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged.” However, the waters are not dried 
up instantly. God will use the natural elements to accomplish this. This will take time, which will 
be a test of Noah’s patience and faith. God has His own timetable and we are required to wait on 
Him. He could have chosen to dry up the ground instantly but He sovereignly chose not to do 
so. The whole contours of the earth would have been changed by the cataclysmic upheaval of 
the flood. It is probable that the flood waters would have retreated to drain into the vast ocean 
basins and leave the exposed newly formed mountain ranges.  

The ark is guided by providence to rest “upon the mountains of Ararat.” We are not sure 
exactly where this area is, but there is a Mount Ararat in southeast Turkey, which is 17,000 feet 
high. It is the highest peak in Turkey.  So it is logical that the ark would have touched that peak 
first as it would be uncovered before the others by the decreasing floodwaters. Local tradition is 
that this is the place where Noah’s ark landed. However, the truth of the Bible is not established 
whether anyone finds evidence of an ark on that particular peak.  
 
And the  waters  de c r eased  cont inual ly  unt i l  the  t en th  month :  in  the  t en th  month ,  on the  f i r s t  day  o f  the  month ,  

were  the  tops  o f  the  mounta ins  s e en .  And i t  came to  pass  a t  the  end o f  fo r ty  days ,  that  Noah opened the  

window o f  the  ark which he  had made :  And he  s en t  fo r th  a  raven ,  which  went  for th  to  and f ro ,  unt i l  the  

waters  were  dr i ed  up f rom o f f  the  ear th .  Also  he  s en t  fo r th  a  dove  f rom him, to  s e e  i f  the  waters  were  abated  

f rom o f f  the  fa c e  o f  the  ground;  But  the  dove  found no re s t  fo r  the  so l e  o f  her  foo t ,  and she  r e turned unto  h im 

in to  the  ark,  for  the  waters  were  on the  fa c e  o f  the  who le  ear th :  then he  put  fo r th  h i s  hand,  and took her ,  and 

pul l ed  her  in  unto  h im in to  the  ark.  (v5 -9)  

 
Waiting cooped up in the ark must have been frustrating. It must have been a long year for this 
family. The initial excitement would have given way to monotony. Doubtless many of us would 
have leapt out at the first sight of land. However, Noah does not try and force the door open 
and run out. He has learned to be patient and wait on the leading of providence. His life was 
characterised by consistent obedience to God’s will. The last thing he heard God say over a year 
before was “come thou and all thy house into the ark” (Gene. 7:1). Noah will wait until God 
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commands him to come out of the same ark. He will not take one step without God’s 
permission.  

Most of us struggle with patience. But often we are called to wait in silence. That is a test 
of our faith. For it is where we have the least amount of control, that we can exercise the greatest 
amount of faith. It is also the place where God gets the greatest glory in our lives. Noah did not 
know when and where they would ever leave the Ark. But he knew enough about God to trust His 
promises and character. So Noah remained faithful in his duties, while waiting for God’s next 
direction in his life. He waits patiently but alert to the direction of providence.  

As the boat had landed on a mountain peak, there was no way of knowing how far the 
waters had receded in the valleys below. While waiting for God to direct him out, Noah sent out 
some of the birds as co-opted spies. He first sent out a raven from the window at the top of the 
ark. Noah did this probably because the raven was a scavenger bird that fed on dead carcasses. 
So if it did not return, then Noah could assume that there were still decaying flesh floating 
around still in the waters. By sending out a dove, which was a vegetarian bird that needed a 
settled spot to rest, Noah could deduce whether there was any vegetation growing out of the 
formerly flooded land. That way he would know whether there was life growing again in the 
plant world. So the raven would tell Noah if there was death still out there and the dove would 
tell him whether life was sprouting out there.  

When the dove returned, Noah knew that there was little accessible, if any, vegetation 
alive. The fact that Noah sent out these two birds may be an insight into how much they wanted 
out of the ark’s confines. The decision to select these two birds indicates that Noah was a very 
resourceful man. It is no wonder he was able to construct such an ark. He was clearly a man of 
great insight and wisdom. He must have acquired much knowledge in a life of over 600 years.   
 
And he  s tayed ye t  o ther  s even days ;  and aga in he  s en t  fo r th  the  dove  out  o f  the  ark;  And the  dove  came in  to  

h im in  the  even ing ;  and ,  lo ,  in  her  mouth was an o l iv e  l ea f  p luckt  o f f :  so  Noah knew that  the  water s  were  

abated  f rom o f f  the  ear th .  And he  s tayed  ye t  o ther  s even days ;  and sent  fo r th  the  dove ;  whi ch r e turned not  

aga in unto  h im any more .  (v10-12) 

 
Again Noah remained patient. He is confident that God is in control and had promised to 
preserve his family. So, Noah was content to wait until God wanted to bring them out of the ark. 
He doid the same test again a week later and this time, “And the dove came in to him in the evening; 
and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off.” Noah heart must have leapt, as this would have been 
the first piece of vegetation he touched in the new world. There was now renewed hope for his 
family. God had kept His promise. Noah was able to deduce then, “that the waters were abated from 
off the earth.” Some vegetation was now growing somewhere on the exposed hills. A final test in 
another week established the certainty of this conclusion as the dove “returned not again unto him 
any more.”  
 

And i t  came to  pass  in  the  s ix hundredth and f i r s t  y ear ,  in  the  f i r s t  month ,  the  f i r s t  day  o f  the  month ,  the  

waters  were  dr i ed  up f rom o f f  the  ear th :  and Noah removed the  cover ing  o f  the  ark,  and looked ,  and,  beho ld ,  

the  fa c e  o f  the  ground was dry .  And in  the  s e cond month ,  on the  s even and twent i e th  day o f  the  month ,  was 

the  ear th  dr i ed .  And God spake unto  Noah,  say ing ,  Go for th  o f  the  ark,  thou ,  and thy  wi f e ,  and thy  sons ,  

and thy  sons '  wives  wi th  thee .  Br ing  for th  wi th  thee  every  l i v ing  th ing  that  i s  wi th  thee ,  o f  a l l  f l e sh ,  bo th o f  

fowl ,  and o f  ca t t l e ,  and o f  every  c r e ep ing  th ing  that  c r e epe th  upon the  ear th ;  that  they  may breed  abundant ly  

in  the  ear th ,  and be  f ru i t fu l ,  and mul t ip ly  upon the  ear th .  (v13-17) 
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It is interesting to note that Noah after studying his test with the raven and the dove does not 
rush out yet. He still wants to hear from God. That is faith. God then orders them to leave and 
re-affirms the creation mandate that was originally given in Genesis 1:20-28. It’s as if God told 
them to re-start again what Adam and Eve began 1650 years previously. That is what they did 
and every one of us are descended from Noah and his wife.  
 

And Noah went  for th ,  and h is  sons ,  and h is  wi f e ,  and h is  sons ’  w ives  wi th  h im: Every  beas t ,  every  c r e ep ing  

th ing ,  and every  fowl ,  and whatsoever  c r e epe th  upon the  ear th ,  a f t e r  the i r  k inds ,  went  for th  out  o f  the  ark.  

And Noah bui lded an a l tar  unto  the  Lord ;  and took o f  every  c l ean beas t ,  and o f  ev ery  c l ean fowl ,  and o f f e r ed  

burnt  o f f e r ings  on the  a l tar .  (v18-20) 

 

As soon as God gives the word, Noah and his family leave the ark. This was a step of faith as the 
ark was the place of safety for over a year. It meant trusting God for a totally unknown future. 
The new environment was no Eden picture book as the vegetation would have been sparse at 
this stage. There may even have been bones and carcasses scattered all over the planet. So by 
faith Noah built and entered the ark, but also by faith he left it. The Christian pilgrimage can take 
sharp turns in the path of life as we are following the Lord’s leading. Often God asks us to take 
great steps of faith. 

The stark world that had been desolated by death and destruction would have been a 
very sobering reminder of the consequences of sin. It would also remind Noah and his family of 
the amazing manner God had protected and provided for them on the ark. That must have been 
humbling. Noah had learned in this trial that where God’s finger points, there God’s hand will 
make the way. He knew that God had done it all from beginning to end. Noah could sing with 
thankfulness to the God who had kept him and his family through such an ordeal, 

 
Every joy or tr ia l  fa l l e th from above , 

Trac ’d upon our dial  by the Sun of  Love ;  
We may trust  Him ful ly  a l l  for  us to do;  

They who trust  Him whol ly  f ind Him whol ly  true . 
 
There was much for Noah to do when he left the ark. Removing all of the things on the 

boat and building a shelter for his family were pressing concerns. There were no servants to 
assist them and he was an old man of over 600 years old. But it is interesting that God 
remembered Noah in the ark in v1 and now Noah remembers God, “And Noah builded an altar 
unto the Lord.” The amazing thing is not that God remembered Noah but that Noah remembered 
God. The natural tendency of man is to forget God’s goodness.  

Noah’s first thought is Godward. The first recorded action in his new life in the new 
world is to gather his family to worship the Lord. Before he builds a house for Noah, this man 
builds an altar for the Lord. This is a man in word and deed who truly obeys what our Lord 
commanded, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you” (Matt. 6:33). Time given to God is never lost!  

Noah did not have a proud heart because he and his family were spared the great flood. 
Nor did he presume that he could approach God outside the shed blood sacrifice. He knew their 
survival was not down to “luck.” His heart was tender, thankful, and sensitive towards God. 
Although Noah had few enough animals to survive in the hostile new world, the fact that he 
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“took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar” indicates that this 
was a sacrificial and wholehearted dedication offering to the Lord. It also indicates that he 
recognised the sinfulness of the hearts of his family, the danger of sin, and the need for 
forgiveness of sin.  
 
And the  LORD smel l ed  a  swee t  savour ;  and the  LORD said  in  h i s  hear t ,  I  wi l l  no t  aga in curse  the  ground 

any more  for  man’s  sake ;  fo r  the  imaginat ion o f  man’s  hear t  i s  ev i l  f rom his  youth ;  ne i ther  wi l l  I  aga in  smit e  

any more  every  th ing  l i v ing ,  as  I  have  done .  Whi l e  the  ear th  r emaine th ,  s e ed t ime and harves t ,  and co ld  and 

heat ,  and summer and winter ,  and day and n ight  sha l l  no t  c ease .  (v21-22) 

 
The Lord notes this act of wholehearted and sacrificial worship. This reference to God smelling 
the “sweet savour” is an anthropomorphic way of saying God was pleased with Noah’s act and 
attitude. God’s heart is moved to respond with a wonderful promise of assurance that this new 
earth will never be completely destroyed again by a flood, “neither will I again smite any more every 
thing living, as I have done.” This covenantal promise is not conditional on Noah or any other man’s 
obedience. It is certainly not that man is better now post-Flood, as the Lord acknowledges, “for 
the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” Man is born in depravity. He is not conceived 
inherently good or morally neutral, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me 
(Psa. 51:5). That truth will become readily apparent in the next few chapters. This covenantal 
promise must have been a great comfort to any anxieties in the heart of Noah and his family as 
they stepped forth to re-populate the earth.  

Now, this covenantal promise does not mean that God will never judge humanity again in 
a corporate sense. However, the next judgment for mankind will not come, “While the earth 
remaineth.” As long as this earth is standing, God promises, “seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease. All of the laws of nature are the hand of God. 
24 hours a day the seasons broadcast the handiwork of an orderly sovereign God. A. W. Pink 
points out, “behind Nature’s ‘laws’ is Nature’s Lord.”  

The Scriptures promise that there will be a final judgment to destroy the earth one more 
time. But this time it will be by fire. This new world has a finite time span also. The destruction 
of the old world prefigures the future. The universal flood was God’s single greatest warning to 
the final end of this current planet. Time is running out and God has the date for this earth’s 
destruction settled in His calendar.  
 

But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, be not 
ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men 
count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. (2 Peter 3:7-
10) 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What concerns would Noah and his family have on the ark? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Why is waiting on God so hard?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What evidence is there that Noah is a man of faith?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


