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The kinsfolk of the Lord Jesus Christ were stirred up to hinder the Saviour in v21. No 
doubt vicious rumours were flying around against Him. They probably heard how He 
was claiming to be God and having the power to forgive sins. Now, again in v31-35 they 
seek to intervene. This is a delicate and tense situation, as families are very important in 
the Hebrew culture. We must observe the: 
 
(1) NATURE OF THE ATTACK (v31-32) 
(2) NATURE OF TRUE RELATIONSHIPS (v33-35) 
 

(1) NATURE OF THE ATTACK (v31-32) 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ is continuing on in His ministry. As He does so we read that His 
earthly family came to seek Him out, “There came then His brethren and His mother, and, 
standing without, sent unto Him, calling Him” (v31). The Lord Jesus had half brothers and 
half sisters born into the same home in Nazareth (cf. Mark 6:2). This family group could 
have been there to take Him away which they planned in v21, when they thought He was 
insane. No doubt because of the great crowd they could not reach Him directly so they 
sent a message for Him to come to them. This interruption was passed on to Him by the 
crowd, “And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy 
brethren without seek for thee” (v32). 
 
DIFFICULTY – Any opposition when you serve the Lord is hard to take. However, 
the most trying is surely opposition from within one’s own family. Many of you here 
could testify of facing strong opposition from family just because you said you were now 
a Christian.  
 Now we know from that the condition with His brothers and sisters was worse 
than just thinking He was mad. John tells us that some of His brothers did not believe in 
Him, “For neither did His brethren believe in Him” (John 7:5). They didn’t believe He was 
whom He said He was, and was going to do what He said He was going to do. 
 Jesus Christ was cognisant of what it is to live in a family where there’s tension. 
And what tremendous strain there was in this family. There were many reasons for their 
suspicion of Jesus Christ that the devil could have stirred up: 
 
(a) The sinlessness of Jesus Christ would have convicted his sinful siblings and mother. 
(b) They could not relate to a holy child and teenager like Jesus, which would have 
produced envy. 
(c) This jealousy would have been compounded with His fame and the crowds following 
Him – remember they are an insignificant carpenter’s family from Nazareth.  

 
(2) NATURE OF TRUE RELATIONSHIPS (v33-35) 

 
Mark records that the Lord Jesus “looked round about on them which sat about Him” (v34a). 
Matthew adds that He extended His hand towards His disciples when speaking. Jesus 
Christ then set forth a principle governing relationships. We read, “And He answered them, 
saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren? And He looked round about on them which sat about Him, 
and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother” (v33-35). 
 Now, this reply is one of the hard sayings of Christ. The language seems strange at 
first and even somewhat disrespectful. The earthly family of Jesus Christ was probably 
greatly offended by this statement and especially when it was made in such a public 
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manner. Doubtless, they felt they were entitled to first call on His life. This would be 
especially true of His mother Mary. However, we should not jump to rash conclusions.  
 
WHAT HE IS NOT SAYING – Christ is not teaching by this statement that our 
earthly family are unimportant. We know that He obeyed the Fifth Commandment fully. 
There was no Son who ever submitted to and honoured His earthly parents more than 
Jesus Christ. Nor was there ever a half brother who ever loved more His half-siblings 
more than Jesus Christ.  
 We must also never assume that after He had finished His ministry that day that 
Christ never took time to speak to His earthly family. Later we read in John 19 that even 
in the dark agony of the Cross He took time to take care of His beloved mother, “When 
Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, He saith unto His mother, 
Woman, behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that 
disciple took her unto his own home.” It is interesting that the word He used for “woman” to 
call to His mother is one of the highest words of respect and honour. 
 The Lord Jesus Christ never encouraged a person to overlook family 
responsibilities on earth. It was Christ who rebuked the Pharisees for trying to avoid 
taking care of their parents by claiming money was set aside for spiritual donations (cf. 
Mark 7:1-13). The Bible teaches that family responsibilities are very important. The 
Apostle Paul put this strongly, “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). 
 
WHAT HE IS SAYING – What Christ is teaching here is that the ties we have on earth 
in terms of flesh and blood are to be viewed in the proper perspective. They do not carry 
spiritual eternal value. Genetic ties do not indicate spiritual ties. After all, every human on 
this earth is related through Adam. The Jews made that mistake.  
 Christ had to warn them that being a physical descendant of Abraham ultimately 
means nothing spiritually. It cannot save your soul. In John 8 we would read these 
words: ”They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were 
Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham.” This principle is illustrated in Luke 16 
when the rich man in hell calls Abraham his “Father, Abraham,” and Abraham responds 
by calling the rich man “Son.” Physically they are related through blood ties, but 
spiritually the rich man is lost for all eternity. 
 What Christ is establishing is that it is in the family of God that we find the highest 
relationship on earth. You can never have the same fellowship with you unsaved relatives 
as you do around the Lord’s Table with fellow believers. Believers are in a family, where 
Jesus is not ashamed to call us brethren. Because of Christ, we are reconciled to God and 
can call Him “Abba, Father” 
 It is all too easy to make a religion of our families. We can view them higher than 
our allegiance to the spiritual ties in Christ. Geoff Thomas points out, 
 

There is such a thing as domestic idolatry, the worship of a family, making a family 
everything, every involvement, every commitment, every engagement measured 
and judged by the question, “How will this benefit my family?” That can be an 
immense tragedy. Worship God, not the family! 

 
So Jesus Christ is calling us here to always place God’s interests above natural ties. 
Spiritual relationships are always stronger than earthly relationships based on flesh and 
blood.  He is not telling us to abandon earthly family ties nor is He encouraging us to be 
indifferent to our relatives. But when it is the choice between heeding the counsel of 
relatives according to the flesh, the Word of God must have primacy. Yes we must speak 
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the truth in love to them but we must speak the truth of this principle. It is just a matter 
of getting the right biblical perspective of relationships.  
 Now, when we do that, especially with unsaved family members, it will be greatly 
misunderstood. Striking a balance between our biblical duties to our earthly relationships 
and the duties to our spiritual relationships can be problematic. In Luke 14:26 the Lord 
Jesus gave a related hard saying, “If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” 
Christ is not telling us to hate our relatives here or diminish in our affection for them. 
But He is teaching that He must come first in our lives. This prioritising of Christ’s 
Person and kingdom must be so absolute that our love for Him will appear that we hate 
others in comparison.  

Following Christ carries a price tag of misunderstanding, suffering, opposition 
etc. Unsaved relatives may even think that we hate them when all we are doing is 
following Christ. The Lord makes that supreme claim upon us, having fully lived up to 
this on earth. We need to constantly check ourselves whether our earthly family loyalties 
are greater to us than our spiritual loyalties? Martin Luther had something to say about 
this: 

 
Let goods and kindred go ,  this  mortal  l i f e  a lso ;  

The body they may ki l l ,  God’s  truth abideth s t i l l .  
His Kingdom is  forever .  

 
SOME HANDLED THIS WELL 
 
There are examples in the Bible of men and women of God who lived out this principle 
well. In Exodus 32, Moses descended Sinai and discovered his brother Aaron had 
assisted the people in their sinful worship. Now, Aaron was close to Moses and had been 
loyal to him in the heat of the battle in Egypt. There would have been a great temptation 
to cover up the sin of Aaron. But Moses directly confronts him and says, “What did this 
people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? (Exodus 32:21). There was no 
evading of the fact that Aaron had sinned. After setting the example, Moses then called 
for family members to stand against other sinning family members. This was to honour 
the Lord, 
 

Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the Lord’s side? 
let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together 
unto him. And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put every 
man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the 
camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every 
man his neighbour (Exodus 32:26-27). 

At the end of his life, Moses commended these men of Levi for honouring God above 
their ties of flesh and blood (cf. Deut. 33:8-9).  

SOME DID NOT HANDLE THIS WELL 
 
ELI – In 1 Samuel we have the story of a tragic family. Eli was the High Priest and he 
had two reprobate sons, Hophni and Phinehas. These young men committed adultery in 
the grounds of the Tabernacle and were corrupt. They had no regard for God’s law. Eli 
their father knew what was going on but refused to deal with them. God sent a prophet 
to warn him of the consequences, 
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And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, 
Did I plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in 
Pharaoh’s house? And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my 
priest, to offer upon mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and 
did I give unto the house of thy father all the offerings made by fire of the children 
of Israel? Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have 
commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above me, to make 
yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people? (1 Sam. 
2:27-29) 

 
Eli was judged by God because he “honourest thy sons above me.” God will not take second 
place in any man’s life. 
 
DAVID – King David was a man after God’s own heart. He achieved many wonderful 
things as a poet, warrior, leader, administrator etc. However, one area that he failed 
miserably was in the area of parenting. In 1 Kings 1:6 we get an insight into his 
indulgence of his rebellious children. We are told of Adonijah, “And his father had not 
displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so?” (1 Kings 1:6). When David’s son 
Amnon raped his half-sister we are told that David was upset but he did not take any 
disciplinary action, “But when king David heard of all these things, he was very wroth” (2 Sam. 
13:21). Later when Absalom murdered his brother in cold blood, David refused to 
invoke the death penalty but told Joab, “Let him turn to his own house, and let him not see my 
face” (2 Sam. 14:24). Even this mild discipline was soon rescinded within two years and 
we read, 
 

And Absalom answered Joab, Behold, I sent unto thee, saying, Come hither, that I 
may send thee to the king, to say, Wherefore am I come from Geshur? it had been 
good for me to have been there still: now therefore let me see the king's face; and 
if there be any iniquity in me, let him kill me. So Joab came to the king, and told 
him: and when he had called for Absalom, he came to the king, and bowed himself 
on his face to the ground before the king: and the king kissed Absalom. (2 Sam. 
14:32-33). 

 
In refusing to discipline their children according to God’s perfect word, both Eli and 
David honoured their sons above God. This brought the judgment of God on their 
homes. It certainly did not help the spiritual life or eternal destiny of their children.   
 
C. T. STUDD - This man was born in England in 1860, heir to a vast fortune. After he 
was educated at Cambridge University, he became a national sports star at the game of 
cricket. However, Studd was wonderfully converted and God called him to be a 
missionary in China. Together we six other Cambridge graduates he purposed to go to 
China.  
 Studd faced opposition from friends and family who warned him he was a fool. 
To which C. T. simply quoted Matthew 10:36, “And a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household.”  Later he recalled, “Had I cared for the comments of people, I should never 
have been a missionary.” The other six Cambridge men faced much opposition. At a 
final meeting before they departed for China, CT Studd exhorted his brethren, 
 

Are you living for the day or are you living for life eternal?  Are you going to care 
for the opinion of men here, or for the opinion of God?  The opinion of men 
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won’t avail us much when we get before the judgment throne.  But the opinion 
of God will.  Had we not, then, better take His word and implicitly obey it. 

 
CONCLUSION  

 
(1) The Lord Jesus would never allow opposition to His ministry to dissuade Him from 
fulfilling His Father’s will. Neither should we. A Christian should never use his family as 
an excuse for giving the Lord Jesus second place. In all things Christ must have the 
preeminence in our lives. The Lord Jesus promised a blessing for those who lose 
relatives and friends because of their faith,  
 

And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath 
left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in 
this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 
with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. (Mark 10:29-30) 

 
David Livingstone once remarked that this is a promise from a gentleman of the highest 
order! 
 
(2) The best way to love your family is to love Christ and the Bible more than them. 
Later we read that many of Christ’s earthly family were in that Upper Room in Acts 1:14. 
His honouring of His Father’s will proved the right thing. So many unsaved relatives 
have been won through the testimony of saved relatives. 

(3) Peter clearly taught that to get into God’s family is not through natural birth,  “Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever” (1 Peter 1:23). Your parents may be believers, even church leaders but you can still 
go to hell!  

 


