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The Lord Jesus Christ had taught in the previous parable that a parable can be either a 
spiritual hearing aid to those receptive to truth or a spiritual hindrance to those rejecting 
truth. He proves that the problem in the reception to the gospel is not the message but 
in the heart of the hearer. One of the distinctive attributes of a true believer is that he or 
she hears the word of God and obeys it. It is a delight to the soul.   
 Jesus Christ now gives a further parable dealing with the truth of God’s word. It 
comes naturally after the previous one. This time Jesus uses a familiar illustration of a 
candle as a picture of the truth of the Gospel to make His point. Christ will warn every 
disciple:  
 
(1) THE TRUTH CANNOT BE HIDDEN (v21-23) 
 
(2) THE TRUTH MUST BE HEEDED (v24-25) 
 

(1) THE TRUTH CANNOT BE HIDDEN (v21-23) 
 
Previously the Lord had warned that parables were a judgment for those who refuse to 
heed His message. He explained that the problem was in the soil not the seed. This 
represented a problem in the hearing of the one receiving the Gospel. Now, Christ does 
not want to be misunderstood that He desires people to be lost and blinded. So He 
makes clear in the next parable that the light of the truth is not meant to be hid. His 
words are not given for the primary purpose of concealing God’s truth, but for revealing 
it.  

The Lord Jesus Christ begins His argument by asking a rhetorical question, “And 
He said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a 
candlestick?” (v21) A “bushel” was a nine litres measure basket to hold the grain. Now the 
argument here is self-evident. A person did not light a candle for the purpose of putting 
it under a container or under a bed. Rather a candle is lit to give light to the whole room 
so that a person can see clearly. All of the hearers of Christ who wanted the truth could 
grasp the meaning of the parables. The meaning was only hidden to those who first had 
hardened their hearts like the Pharisees.  

Likewise the light of the gospel is not meant to hide the truth from man. It is 
meant to reveal the Gospel truth to him. There are no hidden secrets in the Gospel that 
only the elite few can find. Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. The Bible is not 
hid in a vault that needs a special password to see. There are no esoteric initiation 
ceremonies. The Bible is a rational book that answers the fundamental questions of life: 
What is man? Why was man created? What is sin and death? What is after death? We are 
not called to hide the light of the Gospel but, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

Even believers forget the importance of the light of the Scriptures to guide our 
lives, “The entrance of thy words giveth light” (Psa. 119:130). God has given us a perfect light 
in the Bible for us to live our lives here on earth. This light is sufficient for all of our 
needs (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It is not meant to be hidden from us but to direct us. When we 
turn to the newspapers, TV gurus, self-wisdom to guide us we are effectively hiding the 
light of truth like hiding a candle under a bed!  

We must observe the contrast here between Christianity and many of the false 
religions and beliefs systems of this world. Many of the latter pride themselves in being 
cryptic. They throw out so-called enigmatic statements to impress and confuse like: Can 
you prove that your mind exists? What is reality? How do I know I am real? Can you 
define nothing? 
 Such a thinker was Immanuel Kant. His devout mother named him Immanuel 
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meaning “God with us”. He was brought up in a Pietist household that stressed intense 
religious devotion, personal humility, and a literal interpretation of the Bible. But the 
talented scholar rejected the Scriptures and turned his back on his upbringing. A brilliant 
young student he became Germany’s most influential philosopher. Today sceptics in 
Universities around the world revere Kant as a deep thinker.  
 One of Kant’s profound thoughts was that, “you can’t know anything about the 
real world.” The fatal flaw in this position, which Kant never explained, is how does he 
know what the “real world” is then? Also, his claim is self-defeating, as by claiming you 
cannot know anything about the real world; Kant claimed to know that the real world is 
unknowable! This reminds me of the story of student who asked his philosophy 
professor: “how do I know that I exist?” The learned professor looked down from his 
notes, and fixed his eyes at the young man he replied, “And whom shall I say is asking?” 
 
WHY DO PEOPLE REJECT THE LIGHT?  

From the very beginning people reject the light of God’s truth because they love their 
sin. In Genesis 4 God warned Cain that sin was crouching at the door of his heart and 
wanting to master him.  

And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance 
fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over 
him. (Genesis 4:6-7) 

Cain refused to heed the loving, personal warning of God. He wanted his sin more than 
to do God’s will. Jesus Christ explained why in John 3, 

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved. (John 3:19-20) 

Christ then adds this promise of the light of God’s Word, “For there is nothing hid, which 
shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad” (v22). In 
other words, He is saying that His words ultimately penetrate even the darkest of places 
and the blackest of hearts. Trying to hide from the truth will not ultimately succeed. The 
Word of God will judge every man.   

Christ then exhorts, “If any man have ears to hear, let him hear” (v23). In other words, 
Christ is saying heed the words of God. Don’t try to hide from them. This was the 
problem in Eden. Adam physically heard God word and the serpent’s word. But he 
decided to trust the word of the serpent indicating that he never truly heard God’s word. 
There are many voices competing for our attention in these days. Let us be sure that we 
listen to God’s voice. 

 
 (2)  THE TRUTH MUST BE HEEDED (v24-25) 

 
The Lord then adds another warning about how we hear the truth: “And He said unto 
them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you 
that hear shall more be given. For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him 
shall be taken even that which he hath. (v24-25) 
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This is a simple application of the law of sowing and reaping to the area of our 
listening to the word of God. The more we truly hear of God’s word and live it, then the 
more truth will be revealed to us. The Christian life is progressive and God intends us to 
grow in truth and spiritual maturity. As we respond to the truth revealed, Christ 
promises, “and unto you that hear shall more be given.”But there is an equally opposite truth if 
we reject the truth, “and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.” In 
other words - USE IT or LOSE IT is God’s divine equation! William MacDonald 
comments on this principle “Obedience is the organ of spiritual knowledge.” Now this is 
true for believers and unbelievers. 

 
BELIEVERS - This is where a lot of believers get stuck. They grow in knowledge of 
God’s word and then when they come to a truth in the Bible they don’t like they harden 
their hearts. They are like Jonah when he refused to go to Nineveh. He knew what he 
had to do but he did not want to do it. As a consequence, that person will lose spiritual 
growth and discernment. Now Christ warns it is not just a spiritual standstill, “and he that 
hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.” Not only will the rebellious believer 
stagnate in the School of Christ, but he or she may even be demoted to a lower class! To 
reject the Word of God is not an insignificant sin – it is the ultimate act of pride in 
rejecting God’s authority over an area of your life. 

This is a dangerous state to be in because a disobedient person makes many 
mistakes. That is why so many Christians are confused about the will of God for their 
lives. It is why so many make stupid decisions and say such foolish things. Lot is a 
classical example of this. He tried to live for the best of both worlds. Lot disobeyed God 
by going to Sodom and then staying there. He didn’t go there to evangelise Sodom but to 
embrace the material wealth of Sodom. As a consequence, Lot lost the ability to make 
decisions as the head of his home. If you read Genesis 19:7-8 and Genesis 19:18, you see 
some examples of how foolish a backslider can be. Lot began by referring to the vile 
men of Sodom as “brethren” and then tried to reason with them by seeking to avoid one 
sin by suggesting another. We would be surprised if we heard an unbeliever make such a 
proposition about his daughters let alone a believer! It is no surprise to note that Lot had 
no public testimony with the people of Sodom (Genesis 19:9) and his own relatives 
(Genesis 19:14). 

Many believers live like Lot today. They try to barter with the Lord about sin by 
for instance offering Sunday to the Lord if they can have the rest of the week to live for 
self. It is all too easy to underestimate the power of sin and overestimate our ability to 
avoid it. The devil is very skilled in presenting sin as pleasurable and compromise as 
acceptable. That is why we find so many believers doing it in the Bible. But this sin 
affects our spiritual discernment.  

In this barren state, a Christian can even see the weakness in another person’s life 
and never realise that he has done far worse. King David when told by Nathan of the 
rich man stealing the little lamb from the poor man in 2 Samuel 12:1-4 was moved with 
indignation. He was so angry that he declared a capital sentence of the man, which went 
beyond the laws of Israel for such an offence. However, David did not recognise until 
Nathan pointed the finger and told him “thou art the man” that he had done a far worse 
thing in murdering Uriah and stealing his wife in adultery. That was a double capital 
offence.  

 
UNBELIEVERS - Jesus’ warning in this verse applied to unbelievers like the Pharisees, 
who prided themselves on their knowledge of the Scriptures, but failed to embrace the 
Saviour of whom the Scriptures prophesied. It also applied to Judas who physically heard 
all the sermons of Christ and yet spiritually heard nothing! In the end, they lost 
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everything.   
The Pharisees and Judas were like the sceptical man who listened to DL Moody 

preach a powerful gospel message. Afterwards he came and said to him “I took full notes 
of your message and I counted 38 grammatical mistakes. Moody replied, “Yes, I am sure 
you are right. I am using all the grammar I know for the glory of God. How are you 
using yours?” This man had heard Moody but not the message he was preaching! 

 
CONCLUSION  

 
(1) Truth is very important to God. When He reveals the truth we need to take care how 
we listen. If we listen with a view to obedience, we will be blessed with further truth. We 
will grow in the things of God in ways we could never have imagined. Don’t try to get a 
preacher to change the message. This is a characteristic of the last days. (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 
The pulpit is a serious place to enter in a church building, but so is the seat a serious 
place to sit for the hearer. Light is a tremendous gift! Do not waste it. 
 
(2) Too many are doing what Christ is warning about. They love darkness rather than 
light because sin is so atractive to them. Some of us are still doing it. How barren does 
our lives have to get before we obey the truth? How much in darkness will a man go 
before he reponds to God’s offer of light? You have received much truth from God’s 
word. Listen and obey before it is taken from you forever. There are no churches in hell.  
 
 


