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 “Faithful Among the Faithless” (Genesis 6:8-22) 

The picture painted at the beginning of this chapter could not be much worse. Amidst the 
blackness of depravity that now consumed almost every corner of the planet, God was at work 
preserving a remnant for His glory. Even in the midst of terrible judgment there is grace. We saw 
this in Genesis 3:15.  

The reality of grace in such a context provides great encouragement. When sin was at its 
zenith, God’s grace can still reach down, transform a sinner like Noah, and make him one of the 
godliest of saints. He would be a faithful light amidst the faithlessness. Where sin abounds, grace 
can still overcome, “But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” (Rom. 5:20). If you do not 
understand the role of sin and grace on this planet, you can never understand the history and 
future of mankind.  
 
But Noah found grace  in  the  ey e s  o f  the  Lord .  These  are  the  g enerat ions  o f  Noah:  Noah was a  jus t  man and 

per f e c t  in  h i s  g enera t ions ,  and Noah walked wi th  God.  And Noah begat  three  sons ,  Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth .  (v8-10) 

 
The key to this wonderful testimony, “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah 
walked with God” (v9b) is God’s grace alone, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” This is the 
first time the word grace appears in the Bible, although God’s saving grace was already in action 
towards Adam and Eve previously. It was not that Noah was a better man than anyone else or 
had a greater natural inclination towards God, “There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God” (Rom. 3:10b-11). We will even find after the Flood 
that this man was a sinner (cf. Gen. 9:20-24).  

Noah did not earn this grace, but this was sovereignly given to him. This grace justified 
him and that is why he was declared “a just man.” The divine order is always grace given, “But 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord”  and then a man is declared justified, “Noah was a just man.” 
When a man is truly justified, he will then live a righteous life before men, “perfect in his 
generations.” (cf. Eph. 2:8-10). That order can never be reversed.  
 

The ear th  a l so  was corrupt  be fore  God,  and the  ear th  was f i l l ed  wi th  v io l ence .  And God looked upon the  

ear th ,  and ,  beho ld ,  i t  was corrupt ;  fo r  a l l  f l e sh  had corrupted  h i s  way upon the  ear th .  (v11-12) 

 

This is a summary of the debauchery and depravity on the planet. It is a world in the final stages 
of moral implosion. From man’s perspective things looked rosy and progressive, but from God’s 
viewpoint, “The earth also was corrupt before God.” Man is rotten to the very core. The continual evil 
imaginations lead to continual evil actions. The unthinkable became thinkable, and then doable 
in such a world. Violence and corruption are endemic. Human life was cheap. Steve Cole 
comments, 

 
Moral degradation and violence go together. When people cast off God’s standards for 
right and wrong, self becomes the standard. Self grabs whatever it can get, regardless of 
others. Violence is the gruesome result. Because of the degree of moral degradation and 
violence, God wiped out everything through the flood. 
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The Bible does not specify all of the types of sin that were present. It is as if God is drawing a 
veil for us over the blackness of such a picture. However, we can be sure that it was a day when 
every possible sin was widely explored, practiced, and justified. It was a time when there was no 
fear of sin or fear of God. Man was indifferent to the degeneration. It was “Business as usual.” 
Man just lived for the moment, “For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away..” (Matt. 24:38-39). These days would have been days of hell on earth. We 
get a snapshot of such a society in Genesis 19. When Lot brought the two angelic visitors into 
his home we read, 
 

But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the 
house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: And they called 
unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring 
them out unto us, that we may know them. (Gen. 19:4-5) 

 

The depravity was so bad in Sodom that all the men, “both old and young, all the people from every 
quarter” were consumed with the thought of doing acts of gross wickedness. Even when they 
were struck by blindness we read, “they wearied themselves to find the door” (v11). This was a society 
wholly given over to pursuing sin. They lived for the gratification of their lusts. There was no 
thought of God or His judgment. These men of Sodom were a thoughtful people, but only 
about sin and themselves!  
 The summary in v11-12 of the saturation of sin across the globe puts Noah’s walk with 
God in the proper context. This man stood alone as a bright and shining light of the grace of 
God. He would have to walk to a different drumbeat from the world; he would have to 
withstand the temptation of peer pressure; and he would have to endure the scoffing of those 
around him. No one likes to be different, but Noah was willing to endure. He lived habitually 
like this during that 120 year age, “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked 
with God.” That is some testimony. We need to remember that he had no Bible, no church, and 
no example of the endurance of a Noah to encourage him to live this way. 
 This testimony demonstrated that Noah lived right before God and man. He was not just 
a holy man on the Sabbath but all through the week. His marriage relationship was based on 
fidelity to the oaths he took. He loved his wife and was faithful to her. Noah loved and cared for 
his children. He taught them God’s word and exhorted them to conform their lives to what God 
had decreed was right and avoid what God had decreed was wrong. Noah’s neighbours may 
have been convicted and even angered by his testimony before them, but they had to respect its 
consistency.  
 
And God sa id  unto  Noah,  The end o f  a l l  f l e sh  i s  come be fore  me ;  fo r  the  ear th  i s  f i l l ed  wi th  v io l ence  through 

them; and,  beho ld ,  I  wi l l  des t roy  them wi th  the  ear th .  (v13)  
 
God has been very longsuffering with humanity. He now decreed that enough was enough, “The 
end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them.” There is no hope for such 
a people. The day of grace was rapidly coming to an end. The only thing left for such a society 
was to erase it from the face of the earth, “behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” Derek Kidner 
explains, “what God decided to ‘destroy’ had been virtually self-destroyed already.” God cannot 
tolerate sin, as He is a holy and just God. This decree of judgment by God is consistent and 
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predictable, as God will always act in accordance with His holy and just nature. Lloyd Jones put 
it, 

God must punish sin. He cannot deny Himself. He cannot go back on His own nature 
and on His own character. God and sin are eternal incompatibilities. 

 
Make thee  an ark o f  gopher  wood ;  rooms sha l t  thou make in  the  ark,  and sha l t  p i t ch  i t  w i th in  and wi thout  

wi th  p i t ch .  And th i s  i s  the  fash ion which  thou sha l t  make i t  o f :  The l eng th  o f  the  ark sha l l  be  three  hundred 

cubi t s ,  the  breadth o f  i t  f i f t y  cub i t s ,  and the  he ight  o f  i t  th i r ty  cub i t s .  A window sha l t  thou make to  the  ark,  

and in  a  cub i t  sha l t  thou f in i sh  i t  above ;  and the  door  o f  the  ark sha l t  thou se t  in  the  s ide  thereo f ;  w i th  

lower ,  s e cond ,  and th ird  s tor i e s  sha l t  thou make i t .  And,  beho ld ,  I ,  even I ,  do  br ing  a  f lood o f  water s  upon 

the  ear th ,  to  des t roy  a l l  f l e sh ,  where in  i s  the  brea th o f  l i f e ,  f rom under  heaven ;  and every  th ing  that  i s  in  the  

ear th  sha l l  d i e .  (v14-17) 

 
This will be no local flood but a universal one, “And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die.” After declaring His judgment upon sinners, God then provides a way for His remnant 
people to survive the flood, “Make thee an ark of gopher wood.” This is God’s plan – not Noah’s 
idea. Noah is required to obey, “And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of.”  

The ark would be around 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. Itwould be a large 
floating rectangle of around 1.5 million cubic feet. The ark was designed not for mobility or for 
speed, as there was nowhere to go. A trained engineer, Henry Morris concluded that the ark’s 
design was incredibly stable and would be virtually impossible to turn it over. Not only would 
Noah have to build the shell, but also he was commanded to add decks and cubicles within it. 
Likely many workers would have to be employed to assist Noah in constructing such a vessel. It 
is said that this ark was the largest floating vessel ever built until the 19thcentury. The only way 
Noah could build such a boat was by faith, 

 
By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith. (Heb. 11:7) 

 
Noah could have hesitated at such a blueprint and order. Doubtless, the devil whispered 

many reasons for him to doubt God. Many of Noah’s neighbours would have laughed at him 
and argued that he had lost his mind. Some of his closest friends and family likely thought that 
the “old man” was hearing voices. There had never been rain let alone a flood on the earth 
before (cf. Gen. 2:5-6). Humanely speaking, such a catastrophe was impossible and 
unprecedented. All of perceived scientific wisdom said it cannot and will not happen. There was 
also the physical cost and effort required to build such a vessel. It was no insignificant task for a 
man already over 500 years old. The pressures to give up throughout the 120 years would have 
been tremendous. Despite the fact that the flood warning was unprecedented “of things not seen as 
yet,” Noah believed God’s promises and fully acted upon God’s word. He did not argue about 
the logic or feasibility of such a request. God said it and that settled it for Noah. This faithful 
obedience was not for a moment but for 120 years. That is true and powerful faith.  

We must also note the faith of Noah’s wife and sons. There is no record that God spoke 
directly to them. It would not have been easy for them to stand with Noah when everyone else 
was ridiculing him. All of humanity were exploring culture, science, agriculture, and enjoying to 
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the full all the pleasures of sin, but not in their home. They were commanded to walk with God 
and spent the next 120 years constructing a gigantic boat. Doubtless, many pious sounding 
relatives and neighbours would have warned them that Noah was a sincere man but had lost his 
mind or had become too extreme. It would have been easy for them in a day of rebelliousness 
and immorality to abandon their embarrassing husband and father. Everyone would have 
understood and sympathised. However, Noah’s wife and sons clearly saw something in the 
character of Noah’s life that made them willing to embrace the promises of God to destroy the 
world. His faith in God had a powerful effect on his family.  

Godly fathers more often than not produce godly offspring. Shem, Ham, and Japheth 
embraced the faith of their father. Those principles are just as true today. Children discern far 
more of God by what parents are than often by what they say. Ray Pritchard notes, 

 
This is the power of a godly example. It is also the power of a godly husband and father. 
Men, God holds you accountable to set the pace for your entire family. Your wife looks 
to you for leadership. Your sons and daughters will be like you, for better or for worse. If 
you abdicate your responsibility, your wife will never be able to fully take your place. And 
if you live out your faith every day, it’s natural and normal to expect your family to follow 
in your steps. 

 
But wi th  thee  wi l l  I  e s tab l i sh  my covenant ;  and thou sha l t  come in to  the  ark,  thou ,  and thy  sons ,  and thy  

wi f e ,  and thy  sons '  wives  wi th  thee .  And o f  every  l i v ing  th ing  o f  a l l  f l e sh ,  two o f  every  sor t  sha l t  thou br ing  

in to  the  ark,  to  keep them a l iv e  wi th  thee ;  they  sha l l  be  male  and f emale .  Of fowls  a f t e r  the i r  k ind ,  and o f  

ca t t l e  a f t e r  the i r  kind ,  o f  ev ery  c r e ep ing  th ing  o f  the  ear th  a f t e r  h i s  kind ,  two o f  every  sor t  sha l l  come unto  

thee ,  to  keep  them a l iv e .  And take thou unto  thee  o f  a l l  food that  i s  ea t en ,  and thou sha l t  ga ther  i t  to  thee ;  

and i t  sha l l  be  fo r  food for  thee ,  and for  them. (v18-21) 

 
A covenant is an agreement between two parties, the obligations of which are mutually binding. 
God sovereignly and unilaterally undertakes to enter into a covenant with Noah here to save 
Noah’s family and to never again to destroy the world by water. The full terms of this covenant 
are spelt out in chapter nine. The whole future of the earth will be tied up in that floating box. 
Every animal species that we see today on the planet were represented in that ark.  
 

Thus d id  Noah;  ac cord ing  to  a l l  that  God commanded h im, so  d id  he .  (v22)  

 

Even if Noah believed that God would send a flood judgment, he had to still evidence his faith 
by building the ark in order to be saved. By faith, Noah started working and kept going until this 
great task was completed. There were no half measures of corner cutting. Day after day he went 
out to work on this great boat that was taking shape. Decade after decade passed but he never 
gave up. He did everything God commanded him. And God took note of such faithfulness.  

For over a century, this man would have been the butt of ridicule all over the planet. This 
is the reason why Noah was a man of God. He obeyed God no matter what the circumstances 
suggested or the world said. Noah did not establish the truth of a matter by what the majority 
thought but by what God thought. This man was willing to bear the sneers of the world around 
him and submit himself to the revealed will of God. His heart was anchored on the rock of 
God’s word. Alexander Maclaren writes, “The far-off flood was more real to him than the shows 
of life around him. Therefore he could stand all the gibes, and gave himself to a course of life 
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which was sheer folly unless that future was real.” The basis for Noah’s faith was the word of 
God. We can only but imagine how his blood ran cold when he heard of God’s coming 
judgment. Every day he looked on his three maturing sons he must have feared for their spiritual 
wellbeing. It should always be noted that Noah did not just build an ark, but he also built a 
testimony and a godly family. Let every believer heed his example. Alexander Maclaren observes, 

 
For a hundred and twenty years the wits laughed, and the ‘common-sense’ people 
wondered, and the patient saint went on hammering and pitching at his ark. But one 
morning it began to rain; and by degrees, somehow, Noah did not seem quite such a 
fool. The jests would look rather different when the water was up to the knees of the 
jesters; and their sarcasms would stick in their throats as they drowned. So is it always. So 
it will be at the last great day. The men who lived for the future, by faith in Christ, will be 
found out to have been the wise men when the future has become the present, and the 
present has become the past, and is gone for ever; while they who had no aims beyond 
the things of time, which are now sunk beneath the dreary horizon, will awake too late to 
the conviction that they are outside the ark of safety, and that their truest epitaph is 
‘Thou fool!’ 
 
Now, this incident has profound application to us. The past is the key to the future (cf. 

Matt. 24:37-39). History will repeat itself. We live in a day when the warnings of Scripture are 
ridiculed all over this planet. The Bible warns that this will be true in the last days, 

 
Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this they willingly 
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed 
with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word 
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men. (2 Peter 3:3-7) 

 
Just as men ignored the warnings by Noah that “preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5) so they will 
ignore the warnings of another holocaust that will wipe out this planet by fire. Despite the 
billions of dollars in medical and scientific research, there is no long-term future for this planet 
or its inhabitants. Don’t invest your time and energy in a world that will ultimately fail.  

Another global storm is heading the way of this earth. After 1650 years God judged this 
earth. Here we are over 4500 years later on the brink of another global destruction. The only 
eternal anchor of hope is rooted in God’s word, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). The only way of escaping is by faith in the revealed Christ of 
Scripture. There is no physical boat to get inside today, but Jesus Christ is that “Ark of 
Salvation” for every sinner. Flee to the ark of Christ today.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What are the difficulties in standing alone for God? How can we help our children to 
stand alone? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
2. How can we witness to the world yet not live like the world?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. How can parents witness to their children in a time like ours?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


