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“A Society with God” (Genesis 5:1-32) 

This chapter recalls the genealogy of Adam’s descendants through Seth to Noah. These ten 
generations cover a period of 1,656 years. In the previous chapter we were given the Cainite 
line’s achievements. The contrasts between the two lines are clear. No great material or 
technological achievements are listed for Seth’s descendants. That does not mean that they were 
men of limited ability, but that is not the prime focus of their lives. They were men who lived for 
God’s glory and honour (Gen. 4:26) in a time of increasing ungodliness. These remnant men 
knew that the root problem in their world was the entrance of sin and that the answer to this 
problem was a Saviour from God. From this line will come the Messiah.  

All of these names may seem tiresome to the reader but they demonstrate that God 
values His people. They remind us that no believer is ever forgotten or overlooked by the Lord. 
Even in their passing, “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints” (Psa. 116:15). It also 
reminds us that God often works through families to preserve a people unto Himself. Boice 
notes, 

 
You and I are persons, like the patriarchs of Genesis 5. We are equally noted and 
remembered in God’s book. Let that be an encouragement. The world may not pay 
much attention to us; in fact, the more like Christ we are, the less the world will be 
interested. But God is interested, and that fact alone should encourage us to live for Him.  
 
The achievements and accolades of this world have no ultimate significance from God’s 

perspective. There is no evidence that any of Cain’s descendants were righteous. Yet we see even 
in this chapter that from Adam through Seth evidence of righteousness in Enoch, Lamech, and 
Noah. The long lives of these men would allow the older men to have spiritual influence through 
many generations. They were able to pass the baton of spiritual leadership of the faith down 
through another generation. For instance, Adam was alive when Lamech was born and Seth 
would have died when Noah was 14 years old. These old men would have accumulated great 
knowledge and wisdom in their spiritual maturity.  
 This chapter emphasises greatly the subject of death. Despite the long life of these men, 
they were all, save for Enoch, united by death. This is a sharp reminder that the wages of sin is 
death even for believers. This reality of death is repeated eight times in chapter 5. The repeated 
expression, “and he died” tolls like a funeral bell. God had warned Adam that they would surely 
die in the day they ate of the forbidden fruit (Gen. 2:17). Even though the serpent had sought to 
deny this (Gen. 3:4), this chapter reminds us that God is always faithful to His promises in 
judgment and in salvation. Death is not natural to us and that is why man fears it so much. The 
real cause of death is the same on every death certificate – SIN!  

This record is meant to remind every man what the old Anglican prayer book states, “In 
the midst of life we are in death.” All of our days on earth are numbered. One writer states that 
this awareness is “like the unfolding of a murder mystery in which we ourselves turn out to be 
the victim.” In the Middle Ages scholars kept a skull on their work desks to remind them of this 
reality. This was known as a memento mori, “a reminder of death.” There is a tendency in man to 
ignore the reality of death. But this chapter is a reminder to all of us that life is brief and finite.  
 

Only one l i f e ,  ‘ twi l l  soon be past .   
Only what ’s  done for  Chris t  wi l l  last .  
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It also reminds us that we have sinned and everyone must give an account of his or her life to a 
holy God, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb 9:27). Sooner of 
later it will be said of us, “and he died.” CH Spurgeon once observed, 
 

There be some of you who stand to day like a man upon the shore when the tide is 
swelling towards his feet. There came one wave, and it took away the grandmother; 
another came, and a mother was swept away; another came, and the wife was taken; and 
now it dashes at your feet. How long shall it be ere it break over you—and you, too, are 
carried away by the yawning wave into the bosom of the deep of Death? The Lord has 
given many of you serious and solemn warnings. I do entreat you, listen to them. 
Hearken now, to the cry which comes up from the grave of those who being dead yet 
speak to you. Hear them now, those lately buried ones, as they cry, “Children, husbands, 
wives, brothers, sisters, prepare to meet your God, lest ye should fail in the lest dread 
day.” 

 
This  i s  the  book o f  the  g enera t ions  o f  Adam. In the  day  that  God cr ea ted  man,  in  the  l ikeness  o f  God made 

he  h im; Male  and f emale  c r ea t ed  he  them; and b l e s s ed  them, and ca l l ed  the i r  name Adam, in  the  day  when 

they  were  c r ea t ed .  And Adam l iv ed  an hundred and th i r ty  y ears ,  and begat  a  son in  h i s  own l ikeness ,  and 

a f t e r  h i s  image ;  and ca l l ed  h i s  name Seth :  And the  days  o f  Adam af t e r  he  had bego t t en  Seth were  e i gh t  

hundred years :  and he  bega t  sons and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  that  Adam l iv ed  were  n ine  hundred and 

th i r ty  y ears :  and he  d i ed .  (v1-5)  

 

This is a summarised biography of Adam’s life. He started out well as created “in the likeness of 
God” and “blessed” but after a long life with many children we read the sad end, “and he died.” Sin 
come into this man’s blessed beginning and resulted in the curse of his death. That is why the 
distinction is made. Adam was made perfect “in the likeness of God,” but although Seth retains 
some of that original image of God (cf. Gen. 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; James 3:9) as the son of Adam he 
is now made after Adam “in his own likeness, and after his image.” Saving grace does not pass 
through the biological line but the corruption of sin does (cf. Rom. 5:12).  

All these long 930 years Adam must have witnessed the destructive power of sin that he 
had unleashed on the world. Adam would also have had the struggle of fighting with the world, 
the flesh, and the devil in such a long life. We do not know how many people were on the earth 
at this time. But given the longevity and the ability to procreate in old age (cf. Gen. 5:32), there 
would likely have been rapid, extensive population growth. The population could have been in 
the billions by the time of Noah.  
 
And Seth l i v ed  an hundred and f iv e  y ears ,  and begat  Enos :  And Seth l i v ed  a f t e r  he  begat  Enos e i gh t  hundred 

and seven years ,  and begat  sons  and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  o f  Se th  were  n ine  hundred and twe lve  y ears :  

and he  d i ed .  And Enos l i v ed  n ine ty  y ears ,  and begat  Cainan:  And Enos l i v ed  a f t e r  he  begat  Cainan e igh t  

hundred and f i f t e en  years ,  and begat  sons  and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  o f  Enos were  n ine  hundred and 

f iv e  y ears :  and he  d i ed .  And Cainan l iv ed  s eventy  y ears  and begat  Mahala l e e l :  And Cainan l iv ed  a f t e r  he  

begat  Mahala l e e l  e i gh t  hundred and for ty  y ears ,  and begat  sons  and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  o f  Cainan 

were  n ine  hundred and t en  years :  and he  d i ed .  And Mahala l e e l  l i v ed  s ixty  and f iv e  y ears ,  and begat  Jared :  

And Mahala l e e l  l i v ed  a f t e r  he  begat  Jared  e i gh t  hundred and th i r ty  y ears ,  and begat  sons  and daughter s :  And 

a l l  the  days  o f  Mahala l e e l  were  e i gh t  hundred n ine ty  and f iv e  y ears :  and he  d i ed .  And Jared  l i v ed  an hundred 
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s ixty  and two years ,  and he  bega t  Enoch : And Jared  l i v ed  a f t e r  he  begat  Enoch e i gh t  hundred years ,  and 

begat  sons  and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  o f  Jared  were  n ine  hundred s ixty  and two years :  and he  d i ed .  And 

Enoch l iv ed  s ixty  and f iv e  y ears ,  and begat  Methuse lah :  And Enoch walked wi th  God a f t e r  he  begat  

Methuse lah three  hundred years ,  and begat  sons  and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  o f  Enoch were  three  hundred 

s ixty  and f iv e  y ears :  And Enoch walked wi th  God:  and he  was not ;  fo r  God took h im. (v6 -24) 

 
The generations continue on seemingly without much significance with death ending each one 
until we reach the seventh generation. It is a bleak and cold picture. R.S. Candlish observes, 
 

At each death of a saint, another hour of the world’s day of grace is gone. As of patriarch 
after patriarch it is announced that he is dead; there is a new alarm rung; a new call given 
forth. They depart one by one from the scene; each leaving his dying testimony to a 
guilty world. 

 
In the seventh generation through Cain we come to Lamech the arrogant and blasphemous 
bigamist (Gen. 4:23-24). But in the seventh generation through Seth there is a marked contrast. 
Suddenly the pattern changes and we come across a man called “Enoch.” This man’s life shines 
like a brilliant star against the darkness of his age. He is a different Enoch from the son of Cain 
in the previous chapter.  
 The Sethite Enoch was a particularly significant man. Not just in the way he left this 
world, but in the way he lived on this earth. In the NT we are given more information about him 
that complements the OT account, 
 

By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because 
God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased 
God. (Heb 11:5) 

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of His saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against 
Him. (Jude 14-15) 

Enoch was a man who the Holy Spirit records “walked with God” and whose life “pleased God.” 
This speaks of his close relationship with the Lord and Enoch’s submission to God’s word, “Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Where God’s word pointed, this man walked on 
in obedience. He did not deviate to the right or to the left. If God said it was wrong then he did 
not label it as right! The world takes note of a man who achieves material or academic success 
but God notes a man who lives a life in conformity to His word. This is the best and most 
satisfying life. Matthew Henry said on his deathbed, “A life spent in communion with God, is 
the pleasantest life in the world.”  

Now the text explicitly states that this close walk with God began at 65 years old, “Enoch 
lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three 
hundred years.”  This may be an indication that fatherhood quickened a spiritual revival in his soul. 
May be the serious responsibility of fatherhood in such a rapidly declining age drew him to the 
Lord. Maybe the Lord revealed to him the coming judgment on sin by the Great Flood at the 
birth of his first son. Although there is some debate about the name “Methuselah” it seems to 
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carry a meaning tied into a coming judgment like “His death shall bring it.” Matthew Henry 
translates it “He dies, a sending forth.” It is not without significance that Methuselah died on the 
year of the flood. Enoch’s walk with God lasted for the next 300 years, as he became a father 
again to other children. What a wonderful testimony this man lived before his children. He was 
consistent throughout centuries in a sin cursed generation. 
 There is a note of warning even in this man’s life. The passage states that Enoch after the 
birth of Methuselah, “begat sons and daughters.” This led to an enlarged extended family (v 26, 30). 
However, by the death of Enoch’s son Methuselah only Noah and his sons were willing to 
believe God and enter the ark. Clearly, many of Enoch’s descendants walked in the way of Cain 
and perished in the flood. Matthew Henry notes, “Grace does not run in the blood, but 
corruption does. A sinner begets a sinner, but a saint does not beget a saint.” 

We are also told Enoch was a prophetic voice of warning of the second coming of the 
Lord to judge sinners, “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, To execute judgment upon 
all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” This man was prophesying 
of the second coming of Christ before He had even come the first time!  

In the context we are told in Jude 14 that he “prophesied of these.” These groups were the 
false prophets in the way of Cain mentioned in Jude 11-13. So, we can deduce that there were an 
abundance of Cainite prophets advocating the way of Cain as the right way. Enoch stirred by 
God rose up to speak against them. Here was the first recorded fundamentalist preacher against 
apostasy. He was telling them that they are ungodly and that God is going to judge them for their 
words and deeds. In a time that we live in where people say it is “wrong to judge” it is worth 
noting that Enoch was a man who would not be intimidated by such a charge. Like Paul he was a 
preacher of “righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come” (Acts 24:25). Doubtless, he was not the 
most popular preacher in his generation. However, it should be noted that such preaching 
brought the commendation of God that he “walked with God” and his life “pleased God.” 

Another significant feature of Enoch’s life was his departure. We are told, “and he was not; 
for God took him” and “was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had 
translated him.” Enoch had no funeral. He just walked on to heaven. This translation or rapture 
occurred 987 years after Creation - about midway between Creation and the Flood. G. Campbell 
Morgan gave the following illustration of this amazing incident 
 

A little child gave a most exquisite explanation of walking with God. She went home 
from Sunday School, and the mother said, “Tell me what you learned at school.” And 
she said: “Don’t you know, Mother, one day they went for an extra long walk, and they 
walked on and on, until God said to Enoch, ‘You are a long way from home; you had 
better just come in and stay.’ And he went.” 
 

In a world that was becoming increasingly corrupt such a man like Enoch must have stood out 
against the prevailing tide of public opinion. This man walked with God not in a cave reading 
devotional books but as he brought up a family and preached the judgment of God to a crooked 
and perverse age. He was a spiritual giant in his generation. AW Tozer makes a good application, 
“If Enoch could live and walk with God by faith in the midst of his sinful generation, we 
likewise should be able to follow his example because the human race is the same and God is the 
same!” We need to cry like William Cowper, 
 



 

  6 

O for a c loser  walk with God,  
A calm and heavenly frame,  

A l ight  to  shine upon the road  
That l eads me to the Lamb! 

 
And Methuse lah l iv ed  an hundred e i gh ty  and seven years ,  and begat  Lamech .  And Methuse lah l iv ed  a f t e r  he  

begat  Lamech sev en hundred e igh ty  and two years ,  and begat  sons  and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  o f  

Methuse lah were  n ine  hundred s ixty  and n ine  y ears :  and he  d i ed .  (v25-27) 

 

There is an indication of the coming judgment of the world in the name of Methuselah. He lived 
the longest life on this planet, which is no coincidence. This indicates the grace and mercy of 
God’s loving heart to hardened sinners, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). But Methuselah eventually died after 969 years. He was a living 
testimony in his generation of the inevitability of divine judgment. God’s offer of mercy to the 
rebellious world was finite. The line had now been crossed. Judgment would be sudden and 
swift.  

 

And Lamech l iv ed  an hundred e i gh ty  and two years ,  and begat  a  son :  And he  ca l l ed  h i s  name Noah,  say ing ,  

This  same sha l l  comfor t  us  concern ing  our  work and to i l  o f  our  hands ,  be cause  o f  the  ground which the  

LORD hath cursed .  And Lamech l iv ed  a f t e r  he  begat  Noah f iv e  hundred n ine ty  and f iv e  y ears ,  and begat  

sons  and daughter s :  And a l l  the  days  o f  Lamech were  s even hundred s eventy  and seven years :  and he  d i ed .  

And Noah was f i v e  hundred years  o ld :  and Noah begat  Shem, Ham, and Japheth .  (v28-32) 

 
We know little about Lamech save for the fact that he had great insight into the age he lived in. 
His son was given the name Noah, which means “rest” or “comfort.” This had clear spiritual 
significance in the life of Lamech as he testified, “This same shall comfort us concerning our work and 
toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed.” Lamech was a man who 
acknowledged that the difficulty of man’s working conditions was a result of God’s curse on the 
ground because of sin. However, in a world consumed with wickedness, he believed by faith that 
his son would bring rest and comfort to mankind. There is no hope in the line of Cain, but there 
is a spark of hope in Seth’s line. God had promised a Saviour and despite the prevailing darkness, 
He would be faithful to preserve a remnant through this one family.  

The contrast between the two Lamechs must be noted in the Cainite and the Sethite line. 
The Cainite Lamech is known for his pride and blasphemy but the Sethite Lamech, the father of 
Noah, is remembered for his cry to God for help by using his son as an instrument of grace. 
One lived for man to rule the world whereas the other lived for God to deliver the world. Joseph 
Parker says of Lamech, “A father of such insight deserves a son of such renown.” 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Is God interested in individuals? What evidence is there in this chapter? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Is it possible to live godly in an ungodly generation?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Is it right or wrong to preach against false prophets? Is God honoured when if we do so? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


