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A young man named Robert Robinson wrote a hymn in 1757 which expressed his joy in 
his new faith, “Come, Thou Fount of every blessing.” In the last stanza, Robert had 
written: 

 
Prone to wander ,  Lord,  I  f ee l  i t ,   

Prone to l eave the God I love  
Take my heart ,  O take and seal  i t   

Seal  i t  for  thy courts  above .  
 
Robert Robinson went on to become a congregational minister. Sadly, Robinson did 
wander and having become a close friend of the Unitarian, Joseph Priestly, he imbibed 
the “free inquiry” theology and came to the borders of infidelity. Previously, Robinson 
was known as a mighty preacher and orthodox in doctrine. But he changed to become 
one of the most decided Unitarians of the age. This plunged him into despair.  
 One day, he encountered a woman who was studying a hymnal, and she asked how 
he liked the hymn she was humming. In tears, he replied, “Madam, I am the poor 
unhappy man who wrote that hymn many years ago, and I would give a thousand worlds, 
if I had them, to enjoy the feelings I had then.” At the end of his life his biographer 
records, “He was like a noble vessel broken from its moorings and drifting out to sea 
amidst fogs and rocks, without compass or rudder.”  
 How sad for a man to appear to have Christian faith and then drift out into such 
darkness. That is the life of an apostate. Many believe Robinson was guilty of committing 
what is commonly called the unpardonable or unforgiveable sin.  
 
OUTLINE 
 
The devil is continually raising opposition to the ministry of Jesus Christ. After His 
kinsfolk accuse Him of insanity (v21), the Pharisees then accuse Him of being an 
instrument of the devil. We must observe the: 
 
(1) ACCUSATION & ANSWER (v22-27) 
(2) WARNING BY THE MASTER (v28-30) 
 

(1) ACCUSATION & ANSWER (v22-27) 
 
The scribes were the theological heavyweights from Jerusalem. The big guns were now 
down in force hoping to trip up the Master. These men would have witnessed thousands 
of amazing miracles that Christ had done in His ministry. John tells us, “ And there are also 
many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that should be written” (John 21:25).  
 The scribes could not deny the miracles and they knew that Jesus Christ had power 
that they did not have. Unlike the kinsfolk of Christ, they could not argue that He was 
merely insane, as that would not explain the extraordinary miracles they witnessed. 
However, they would not accept that it was from God. These scribes knew that if they 
accepted it was the power of God, then they would have to acknowledge Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God. The only other option is to attribute the power to the devil. We read, 
“And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the 
devils casteth He out devils.” This is in the imperfect tense, which indicates they were going 
around saying this continuously. It was not a one off slander.  
 
In other words, their allegation is twofold:  
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(1) He is possessed by the devil; and  
(2) He is using the power of the devil to cast out demons.  
 
Many ordinary people bought into this slander. John tells us that “There was a division 
therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; 
why hear ye him?” (John 10:19-20). However, a remnant of the Jews recognised that this 
was illogical, “Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes 
of the blind?” (John 10:21). 
 
CHRIST’S RESPONSE – The Lord Jesus did not ignore this blatant slander of His 
ministry. He knew that this needed a response. So He does so in v23-27 with reasoned 
logic that blows their arguments apart. The essence of His argument is that it is illogical 
as, “How can Satan cast out Satan?” For if the devil was casting his demons out of men, this 
would be self-defeating and counterproductive for his kingdom.  

Christ argues using two self-evident illustrations this point, “And if a kingdom be 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be divided against itself, that house 
cannot stand” (v24-25). This confusion and diminishing of influence would lead to Satan’s 
total downfall as, “And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an 
end” (v26). Satan is not so foolish as to work against himself. He is not trying to free men 
from demon possession; he is trying to ensnare more of them. Essentially, the devil 
would be working against his own purposes. 

Jesus Christ then describes what really is occurring in the casting out of the 
demons and the healings, “No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except 
he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house” (v27). What is happening is not 
a joint partnership with the devil but an overthrowing of the devil’s kingdom. In other 
words, the power manifested by Christ proves a stronger than Satan is here – the Son of 
God. 
 

(2) WARNING BY THE MASTER (v28-30) 
 
There is no outburst of anger from the Master or attempt to retaliate in slandering His 
opponents. Jesus Christ then issues a solemn warning from a broken heart to His 
slanderers, “Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies 
wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation” (v28-29). This is what is commonly known as 
the unpardonable sin or unforgiveable sin. Many have been frightened by that paragraph, 
and rightly so. Let us examine this warning carefully. Note the following: 

REAL – This is not an imaginary sin but a real one. The Lord Jesus Christ was not 
throwing out words here that had no meaning. He was not just trying to frighten the 
Scribes by inventing a sin. Often when we say “never” we do not really mean it. 
However, when God promises a man “hath never forgiveness” then never really means 
never! God never contradicts His promises to the saint or to the sinner. It is the end of 
the line for a sinner in terms of an eternal hope. It is the one sin, which by its very nature 
is declared irremediable. 

There are some people who think that the unpardonable sin is not real. They say 
that every sin can be forgiven so this is a silly argument. If you read your Bible carefully, 
you will find that not every sin is forgiven. When Lucifer fell from heaven, there was no 
way back for him. He was sealed in his sinful apostasy. In the Garden of Eden, Adam 
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and Eve were offered a way of redemption but not the serpent! Sinners in hell cannot 
have their sins forgiven. The rich man in hell in Luke 16 discovered there was no hope 
of redemption. He was told, “And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so 
that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from 
thence” (Luke 16:26). It is true that God’s grace is greater than our sin, but the Bible 
makes it clear that there are certain conditions under which God will not extend saving 
grace. Geoff Thomas observes, 

 
This warning is put into the Bible that none should presume that every single sin 
of every single person is going to be forgiven. Let none think of forgiveness 
lightly as though it were simply God’s job, like a machine when a coin is inserted 
dispenses soft drinks or chocolate. 

 
WHAT IT IS NOT – There is a lot of emotion talked around this subject. It is wise to 
approach this subject with great care. Let us define this sin as the Bible does and no 
further. Christ explicitly says, “All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies 
wherewith soever they shall blaspheme” (v28). So this unpardonable sin is not murder, suicide 
or sexual perversion. Indeed, many have been forgiven these things. The Apostle Paul 
was a murderer and a blasphemer, “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious” (1 Tim. 1:13). The church at Corinth had people who were previously guilty of 
the vilest of moral sins (cf. 1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

Neither is this unpardonable sin hatred of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul was 
zealous in his rejection of Jesus Christ. Indeed, many of those who cried for Christ to be 
crucified were called to repentance and forgiveness subsequently by Peter on the Day of 
Pentecost, “And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers” (Acts 
3:17). When Christ hung on the cross He said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do” (Luke 23:34). On at least two separate occasions the Scriptures make it clear that 
those who were willing to murder Jesus Christ had the possibility of forgiveness.   
 
WHAT IT IS – Christ defined it clearly in v29, “But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.” So in the context here it is a 
continual rejection of the witness of the Holy Spirit to the Deity and authority of Jesus 
Christ. These scribes had witnessed miracle after miracle attesting this truth, but they still 
hardened their hearts. They not only refused to accept the witness of the Holy Spirit, but 
also dared to attribute the work of the Holy Spirit to the power of hell! This apostate 
rebellion is the spirit of the devil himself. Early in the Bible, God warned there was a 
limit to His mercy, “My spirit shall not always strive with man” (Gen. 6:3). 
 So this sin requires experiential knowledge of the truth. It afflicts religious people 
who know the Bible. It flows from a process of rejection. The writer to the Hebrews 
describes the same scenario, 
 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, 
to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son 
of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (Heb. 6:4-6)  

 
Again, we must emphasise that these people had experienced the power of the Holy 
Ghost in their lives. Like Judas, they “were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come..” In rejecting this witness of the Spirit, they cross a line whereby they 
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cannot be saved, “For it is impossible… to renew them again unto repentance.” 
Now when a man crosses the line, only God knows. But clearly it is possible to 

do so. There is a rejection of the witness of the Holy Spirit to Christ, which is final and 
eternally unforgivable. These scribes had evidently got close but had not gone over the 
line at this point or else Christ would not have warned them. For the warning is 
superfluous to a man who has committed the unpardonable sin, as he is beyond help. 

There are explicit references to apostates throughout the NT in the church. 
Doubtless, many of them had crossed the line where they were sealed in their sin. The 
book of Jude is often known as the “Acts of the Apostates.” It describes how such men 
are found within the church, “For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 4). Jesus Christ also warned of 
wolves in sheep’s clothing in Matthew 7! But note they are not sheep in wolves clothing. 
They were never saved. As He said of other deluded apostates “I never knew you.” 

During the Protestant Reformation, a contemporary of Luther and Calvin called 
Fritz Spiera came to prominence. He appeared for a time to embrace the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone. When facing martyrdom, he recanted claiming to have given 
up all faith in Christ. Spiera lived for the next five years in agony of soul never finding 
peace again. He believed there was no forgiveness for him and he was another Judas 
Iscariot. John Calvin tried to help him and other believers but to no avail. The Reformers 
and Puritans often used Spiera as an example of a man who committed this 
unpardonable sin.  

In 19th century Britain one of the great literary giants was Thomas Hardy. As a 
child his dream was to be a minister of the gospel. As a youth, he played the violin in 
church and won prizes in NT Greek. Later he became a Sunday School teacher. His best 
friend was the brother of the Bible commentator H. C. G. Moule, Anglican bishop of 
Durham. Hardy was moved by the power of the Spirit of God in one of the great 
revivals at that time. In 1861 he prepared for baptism claiming to have been converted 
on 17 April 1861.  
 A public declaration of faith never materialised. Within a few years Hardy began 
to waver in his doctrinal views. Influenced by liberal theology and Charles Darwin, he 
gave up all Christian belief and declared himself an agnostic. Despite this he married an 
evangelical Christian wife and attended church regularly. However, his writings reflected 
his scepticism and his religious leanings. Hardy’s works are replete with scriptural 
allusions, but also gross immorality. At the end of his life he was asked had he realised 
his ambitions. His reply was that “he had done all that he had meant to do, but he did 
not know whether it had been worth doing.” What an unspeakable tragedy! 

Another tragic example is the case of J. Ernest Davey (1890–1960). He was the 
son of a Ballymena Presbyterian minister. A brilliant young student he won a place at 
Cambridge University. He even claimed to have had an evangelical conversion 
experience at Keswick convention. However, after attending a liberal seminary in 
Germany he fully embraced Higher Criticism. After returning to Ulster, he was 
appointed Professor in the General Assembly’s College in Belfast. It was there that 
Davey began to poison the minds of Presbyterian student ministers. He publicly stated, 
“We are not as Christians committed to an intellectual infallibility of either Christ or 
Bible.” His heresy was so blatant that he was brought to trial in 1927 for it. One of 
Davey’s accusers stated at the trial, 

 
If Professor Davey is right I have no Gospel to preach, and have been preaching 
a false Gospel for over 50 years, and God has graciously set His seal to that 
Gospel in the salvation of all sorts of sinners, religious and irreligious, educated 
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and uneducated, old and young. If Professor Davey is right, Heaven is Hell. If 
Professor Davey is right, God Almighty is a Devil. If Professor Davey is right, 
salvation is in reality damnation. 
 
Tragically, the Irish Presbyterian Church acquitted Davey by 707 votes to 82 in 

June 1927. Subsequently they honoured him by electing him as the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland in 1951. This apostasy began in 
a man that once claimed to have tasted of the power of the Holy Spirit in a move of 
God.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
(1) The downfall of a man into the unpardonable sin is a real and terrible thing. 
However, don’t be too quick to judge a man as an apostate. Remember the conversions 
of debauched sinners such as Rahab, Nebuchadnezzar, and Saul of Tarsus. Continue to 
pray for the lost.  
 
(2) There are many people when they come across a passage like this in Scripture fear 
that they can lose their salvation. The key to understanding that concern is to decide who 
your salvation depends on. If it depends on you, then you could easily lose it. However, 
if it depends on God keeping it, then it cannot be lost. The Bible makes clear that 
salvation begins with God, is kept by God (Philp. 1:6), and will be perfected in every 
believer by God (Rom. 8:29-30). If salvation is of the Lord, then whatever God started 
you can be sure He will always finish it.  	  

(3) Finally sinner – be warned, especially those who grow up in church. Religion can be 
the greatest delusion of all. You may have heard the voice of God speak to you many 
times and resisted it. Today, could be for the final time. You may have crossed the line.  
 

The creeds have gone,  so speaks the Age,   
The era o f  the sec ts  i s  past ,   

Forward in spi te  o f  saints  or sage ,   
True freedom has begun at last .  

 
The ages progress  f ears no God,  

No r ighteous law, no judge ’s  throne;  
 Man bounds along his  new found road,   

And cal l s  this  universe  his  own.  
 

Eternal l ight  hide not  thy face , 
Eternal Truth,  direc t  our way;   

Eternal love ,  shine for th in grace ,   
Reveal  our darkness and Thy day!  

 


