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 “Judgment Time” (Genesis 3:14-19) 

There is an absolute principle of truth running through the Scriptures – God is a God that 
perfectly exposes and then perfectly judges sin. It is true that “God is love” (1 John 4:8) but also 
“God is light” (1 John 1:5). There will be no evading or diluting God’s judgment of sin. Even 
atheists are intuitively aware of the reality of judgment for sin. Just before the death of the 
atheistic actor, W.C. Fields, a friend visited him in hospital. The visitor was surprised to find him 
looking through a Bible. Asked what he was doing with a Bible, Fields replied, “I’m looking for 
loopholes.” But there are no loopholes or ways of escaping the judgment of God.  
 There are other sides of God’s character that must be seen. He is a God of holiness and 
justice, but He is also a God of love and grace. None of these attributes can be set off against 
one another, as if they can cancel or contradict the other. Genesis 3 gives us a balanced and 
proper view of God. Amidst God’s grief and anger towards sin, we must notice His 
unconditional love and grace toward sinners. He does confront and then judge Adam and Eve 
but He also offers them the hope of salvation by grace alone because He  “is rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved us” (Eph. 2:4). Steve Cole points out the relevance of this, 
 

We need to keep both aspects in tension. In our day of “hang loose” Christianity, we 
need to remember that we cannot sin without consequences. Grace does not nullify the 
law of sowing and reaping. But also we need to remember that God is gracious, that He 
Himself paid the price for our sin, to deliver us from His ultimate judgment. 

 
And the  Lord God sa id  unto  the  s e rpent ,  Because  thou has t  done  th i s ,  thou ar t  cursed  above  a l l  ca t t l e ,  and 

above  every  beas t  o f  the  f i e ld ;  upon thy  be l l y  sha l t  thou go ,  and dust  sha l t  thou ea t  a l l  the  days  o f  thy  l i f e :  

(v14) 

 
Every trial ends in the verdict and then the judgment. The three creatures on trial in God’s 
courtroom must now be sentenced. No more excuses can be offered. The Lord will deal with the 
serpent first in judgment, then the woman, and finally the man. This follows the order in which 
they fell.  

The devil through the serpent had a lot to say in the initial temptation, but when 
confronted by the sovereign Creator he is silenced. There will be no message of hope for the 
serpent. It receives a physical punishment that reflects the spiritual punishment on the devil, 
“upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life.” It appears from this that the 
serpent must have originally carried itself in an upright position. Like the rainbow, the serpent 
would now be a permanent sign on the earth, “all the days of thy life.” Even in the millennium 
when much of the curse’s effects are lifted from the animal world, the curse on the serpent 
remains (Isa. 65:25). Unlike the rainbow, this degraded serpent would not be a symbol of hope 
for man, but of the judgment and reproach upon Satan. The image is appropriate, as there is 
nothing noble or glorious in crawling on one’s belly. The Jews were told that whatever crawled 
on its belly signified an abomination, 
 

Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and whatsoever goeth upon all four, or whatsoever 
hath more feet among all creeping things that creep upon the earth, them ye shall not eat; 
for they are an abomination (Lev. 11:42).  
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Lucifer sought to exalt himself in heaven and was cast down to the earth. Now, when he 
sought to exalt himself on the earth through the man, the Lord cursed him as was symbolised in 
the permanent humiliation of the serpent. The eating or licking of the dust signifies Satan’s total 
defeat (cf. Psa. 72:9; Isa. 49:23). This reviled and feared symbol of the serpent speaks to us just as 
powerfully today. Leupold explains, 
 

The fact that this beast still stands under a curse is apparent from the peculiar revulsion 
that it still rouses in most men. Its peculiarly sinuous movements, its silent glide as a 
form of locomotion, its sinister, dread and fascinating look, its vibrant tongue, its 
peculiar rearing of the head: all contribute to remind men of the peculiar history in which 
the serpent once shared. 

 
Every time we see a snake crawling on its belly we see the humiliation and judgment of sin, as 
well as Satan’s subordination to God’s sovereign power of judgment. The devil is not an equal 
but opposite power to God, but a defeated foe. His plans and ambitions were frustrated and will 
continue to be frustrated by God to the final appointed end. 

 
And I wi l l  put  enmity  be tween thee  and the  woman,  and be tween thy  s e ed  and her  s e ed ;  i t  sha l l  bru is e  thy  

head ,  and thou sha l t  bru is e  h i s  hee l .  (v15) 
 

The second judgment declared upon the serpent has an implicit blessing and introduces what is 
commonly referred to as the Protevangelium, i. e. the first gospel proclamation. It reveals how God 
will bring the final humiliation of the serpent. This verse 15 contains the veiled gospel in a 
nutshell. It is succinct but infinitely profound. Martin Luther said that it, “embraces and 
comprehends within itself everything noble and glorious that is to be found anywhere in the 
Scriptures.”  

The devil must have thought that he had conquered mankind permanently in the Fall. 
Man had listened to him over God and chosen the authority of the serpent over the authority of 
God’s Word. The devil may have rejoiced that his power and influence was now extended not 
just to the fallen angels, but also to the kingdom of men. This was especially significant as fallen 
angels could not procreate but mankind could. Thus the possibilities for growing his kingdom 
seemed promising.  

However, the devil was about to discover how wrong this assumption was. His victory 
will be short lived. Instead of mankind being his permanent ally in his long war against God, the 
Lord declares, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed.” The 
devil will have his seed (John 8:44; Eph. 2:2-3) but he will not take all of humanity with him. 
God will choose out a seed for Himself that will wage war in the “battle of the ages” with the 
serpent. The lives of Cain and Abel personify that clash. That war is seen right throughout 
biblical history and is still being fought through the church (Eph 6:12).  

In fact, the Lord states that from the very woman he tempted into sin would emerge a 
specific “seed” that “shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” The woman who caused the 
curse would produce the One who would lift the curse. Only grace could do this. Now, God 
never revealed to the devil who this specific “seed” would be. So the devil will live in dread of 
every descendant of Eve. The very “seed” the serpent thought was now his exclusively will be his 
ultimate downfall. This fatal blow would be at the Cross, when Jesus Christ the virgin-born seed 
of the woman (Gal. 4:4) would inflict on the devil his greatest defeat, “And having spoiled 
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principalities and powers, He made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Col. 2:15; cf. John 
12:31; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8). The serpent will “bruise his heal” at the Cross, but that will be within 
the redemptive purpose of God, as it leads to the crushing of the head of the serpent.  

Revelation 20 reveals the final end point of the eternal destruction of the devil. We need 
never fear the power of Satan. Yes, he is relentless and cunning enemy but he is a defeated foe. 
Luther acknowledged, “For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;  His craft and power 
are great, and, armed with cruel hate, On earth is not his equal.” But then he wrote triumphantly, 

 
Did we in our own strength conf ide ,  our s tr iv ing would be los ing ;   

Were not  the r ight  Man on our s ide ,  the Man of  God’s own choosing:   
Dost  ask who that may be? Chris t  Jesus ,  i t  i s  He;  

Lord Sabaoth,  His name, f rom age to age the same, And He must win the batt l e .  
 

And though this  world,  with devi l s  f i l l ed ,  should threaten to undo us ,   
We wi l l  not  f ear ,  for  God hath wi l l ed His truth to tr iumph through us:   

The Prince o f  Darkness gr im, we tremble not  for  him;  
His rage we can endure ,  for  lo ,  his  doom is  sure ,  One l i t t l e  word shal l  f e l l  him . 

 
Unto the  woman He sa id ,  I  wi l l  g r ea t ly  mul t ip ly  thy  sorrow and thy  concep t ion ;  in  sorrow thou sha l t  br ing  

for th  ch i ldren ;  and thy  des i r e  sha l l  be  to  thy  husband,  and he  sha l l  ru l e  over  thee .  (v16) 

 
Having dealt with the serpent, the Lord will then turn to the woman and the man. In grace, God 
will permit them to fulfill the original creation mandate (Gen. 1:27). Although God has offered 
the hope of redemption in the curse on the serpent, they will also suffer penalties for their sin. 
But this time these consequences will affect their posterity also. Sin often carries consequences 
for others. Remember this when you are tempted to sin. It will hurt not only you, but also often 
the ones you love the most.  

These penalties will remind all of mankind how terrible sin is and what it has done. Now, 
both of them are punished in different ways with painful labour. The man will be punished in the 
area of his primary role as a provider for the home and the woman in the area of the 
homemaker.  

The first one to be dealt with in judgment is the woman. This is a specific judgment to 
her, “Unto the woman He said.” Her highest joy should have been in her husband and children, but 
these areas will also bring her the greatest sorrow. She will suffer a physical and an emotional 
judgment. The physical consequence is “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow 
thou shalt bring forth children.” The curse has been seen in the life of suffering a woman lives, 
especially in relation to the home. Leupold explains, “Because of her more delicate makeup many 
things besides cause her a greater measure of mental and spiritual pain.”  

This “sorrow” is particularly notable in the process of pregnancy and childbirth. This is an 
uncomfortable, painful, and even dangerous time for every woman. This is universally true even 
in our advanced medical age. The pain will symbolise the reality of the Fall. However, God in 
grace turns the sorrow into joy at the end of this process, “A woman when she is in travail hath 
sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, 
for joy that a man is born into the world” (John 16:21). In the midst of her childbirth discomfort, Eve 
will know that through this labour will come the deliverer who will bring joy to the world.   

The next area of punishment is in regard to her emotional relationship to the man, “and 
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” While there is some debate over the exact 
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meaning of this phrase, “thy desire shall be to thy husband” it appears that it refers to the fact that she 
will “desire” to rule over or dominate her husband. The same Hebrew word is translated in that 
context in just the next chapter in Genesis 4:7 (its only other occurrence in the Old Testament). 
So it seems that when she usurped the authority of her husband in eating the fruit and then 
leading him into sin, she unleashed a permanent desire to do so. God will give her over to the 
consequence of that sin. However, the freedom and independence that the serpent promised and 
that she craved will be illusory. For the woman will find that she cannot usurp her husband’s 
authority, “and he shall rule over thee.”  

In the non-Christian home, the fallen man will often take advantage over the woman and 
dominate her. She is treated many times with no compassion, indifference, and no better than a 
slave. This degradation has led to tremendous unhappiness and pain for women down the 
centuries. As the woman has sought to rebel against this supremacy, so the man has fought back 
with despotism. This in a nutshell summarises the long history of the “battle of the sexes” of the 
Rebel versus the Tyrant. No longer will the man rule easily. Gone is the honeymoon of harmony 
in Eden. The rule of love that governed their relationship previously has been shattered.  

However, in the Christian home the grace of God in Christ offers hope of redemption 
and happiness. The Christian man does have authority over his wife (Eph. 5:25-30), but he is 
only to exercise it with the agape love of Christ flowing through him by the power of the Spirit 
(Eph. 5:18). By contrast, Christian woman must be alert to the fallen tendency of desiring to 
dominate their husbands (Eph. 5:22-24) and must overcome this fleshy desire by the power of 
the Spirit (Eph. 5:18; cf. Titus 2:4). 
 
And unto  Adam He sa id ,  Because  thou has t  hearkened unto  the  vo i c e  o f  thy  wi f e ,  and has t  ea t en  o f  the  t r e e ,  

o f  whi ch  I  commanded thee ,  say ing ,  Thou sha l t  no t  ea t  o f  i t :  cursed  i s  the  ground for  thy  sake ;  in  sorrow sha l t  

thou ea t  o f  i t  a l l  the  days  o f  thy  l i f e ;  Thorns  a l so  and th i s t l e s  sha l l  i t  br ing  for th  to  thee ;  and thou sha l t  ea t  

the  herb  o f  the  f i e ld ;  In  the  sweat  o f  thy  fa ce  sha l t  thou ea t  bread ,  t i l l  thou re turn unto  the  ground;  fo r  out  o f  

i t  was t  thou taken:  fo r  dus t  thou ar t ,  and unto  dus t  sha l t  thou re turn .  (v17-19) 

 
Finally, the Lord specifically judges Adam, “And unto Adam He said. Because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee.” Now, the Bible is not teaching 
here that a man should never listen to the opinion of his wife. Both Nabal and Pontius Pilate 
would have been better served in doing so! Adam is being judged here for the sin of deliberately 
choosing his wife over the Word of God. In doing so he had honoured her over God.  
 God cursed the sphere where the woman served in the home. Now, He does the same 
for the man, “cursed is the ground for thy sake.” Both these curses are indirect, as they affect this 
couple through the areas in which they labour. That is why the home and the workplace are 
battlefields between mankind. Now there will be grace in this corrective penalty, as this will 
reduce the time and energy they have to imagine and indulge in sin conceived in the fallen mind.  

Previously, the man’s ordained work would have been a delight (Gen. 2:15) but now “in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life” and “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.” The 
ground is going to be a kind of constant enemy in opposing man’s efforts, “Thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field.” A man’s provision for his family will 
now require a life of strenuous effort. The earth will still yield an abundant harvest, but it will 
only do so at a cost. Few find any real satisfaction in this.  
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The grace of Christ through salvation can help to mitigate some of the effects of this 
curse. A Christian should be able to rejoice in his labours in the workplace if he does so with the 
highest motives, as an act of worship to God and testimony to others.  

 
Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God; And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. (Col. 3:22-24) 
 
A final sign of the curse of man is his link in death to the cursed ground, “till thou return 

unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Man in 
death will experience the dissolution of the total man. The same will be true for the woman and 
the serpent. However, the serpent will crawl in the dust throughout its inexorable slide towards 
death.  

It is interesting to note that modern science has confirmed the truth that man is from the 
same elements as the dust. The physical constituents of the human body are identical to those in 
common earth. God had promised they would die if they ate the forbidden fruit and 6,000 years 
of human history attest to this fact. The prince and the pauper all meet in the graveyard. This 
sense of death constantly reminds us of the ultimate futility of life because of sin. It is not an 
optimistic picture.  

Despite the incursion of sin, God is at work in grace and mercy. As spiritual death 
descended on the first couple, the Lord was working to prepare the way for them to become 
spiritually alive. God will fully reverse the effects of the curse of sin. He will reconcile man back 
to God in salvation as the friend of God. The fellowship lost will one day be restored. How 
unsearchable is the wisdom and ways of God. Now that is what is amazing about amazing grace, 
“But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” (Rom. 5:20). There is hope in paradise lost.  

 
Though the cause o f  ev i l  prosper ,   

ye t  ' t i s  truth alone i s  s trong.   
Truth forever  on the scaf fo ld .   
Wrong forever  on the throne.  

 
Yet that scaf fo ld sways the future ,   

and behind the dim unknown  
Standeth God amid the shadows,   

keeping watch above His own. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What do we learn about God’s character in this incident? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What part of the judgment of God on Adam and Eve applies to us today?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Who are the woman’s seed or offspring? Who are the serpent’s seed? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


