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“Question Time” (Genesis 3:8-13) 

Satan has just won one of his greatest victories. He managed to plunge the entire human race 
into sin and guilt. The consequences of this sin have infected every corner of this planet. God’s 
warning about eating the forbidden fruit have unfolded just as God said it would. In the rest of 
this chapter, we begin to see the rapidly progressive nature of sin in the first couple. Leupold 
observes, “Here is one of the saddest anticlimaxes of history: They eat, they expect marvelous 
results, they wait - and there grows on them the sense of shame.” This launches them on to a 
path of eternal separation from the presence of God, “Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess. 1:9). 

In this chapter we will see one of the eternal and immutable principles of this universe - 
God’s judgment of sin. Unlike us, God never evades or minimizes sin. That would compromise 
His holiness and justice. However, we will also see the grace of God extended to sinners. God 
could have immediately put Adam and Eve to death for their sin. Instead, He shows grace by 
letting them live for now and then providing a plan of salvation.  

Salvation has always been by grace and from the Lord alone. This truth is patterned right 
through Scriptures. When we are first converted we tend to think that we had quite a bit to do 
with our conversion. But the more we mature in biblical understanding the more we come to 
recognise what Jonah discovered in the belly of the great fish, “salvation is of the Lord.”  

The Fall of man did not catch God by surprise or change His plan. In Genesis 3 when 
Adam and Eve fell, it must be noted that they are not running to God but from God, “And they 
heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden” (Gen. 3:8). It was God that 
had to seek them out and it was God who sovereignly declared His plan of salvation for fallen 
man in Genesis 3:15.  
 After declaring His sovereign plan, it was God who put this into effect, “But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law (Gal. 4:4). It was 
God who moved upon Caesar Augustus to require all the world to be taxed, it was God who 
brought a virgin and a lowly carpenter together from Nazareth, and it was God who intervened 
and sent John the Baptist to herald the coming of the Messiah. The motive for this gift was 
God’s love, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” (John 3:16). The coming of 
Christ is all tied up in God’s sovereign will. That is why the angels ascribed all the glory to God 
in the first Christmas carol, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 
2:14).  

 
And they  heard the  vo i c e  o f  the  Lord God walking in  the  garden in  the  coo l  o f  the  day :  and Adam and h is  

wi f e  h id  themse lves  f rom the  pres ence  o f  the  Lord God amongs t  the  t r e e s  o f  the  garden .  And the  Lord God 

ca l l ed  unto  Adam, and sa id  unto  h im, Where  ar t  thou? (v8-9)  

 
One of the initial consequences of the Fall is man’s sense of shame and guilt. Evil thoughts flood 
his soul toward God and his fellow man. This leads him to an attempt to cover up his sin by his 
own efforts by sewing aprons of fig leaves. In all the centuries since then, nothing has really 
changed. We see this pattern in all false religions. As one writer points out, “pseudo religion is 
forever trying to make other people better and the cure for it is a mirror.” The most religious in 
their attitudes are often those who are most deceived about their sinfulness. 
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This sense of shame and guilt invariably leads to alienation from his Creator as “Adam 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.” What had been 
a time of delight previously was now a time of fear. Probably, they ran to meet God in the past, 
but now they run in the opposite direction. Intuitively, they knew their own fig-leaf covering was 
completely inadequate. They fear that God will now execute His promised judgment. So, instead 
of running to God for forgiveness, they are running away from Him. It is a very human response 
to hide from those in authority when we have sinned. We like to shred the evidence. Parents 
note this sense of guilt in their children when they do not want to look them in the eye after 
disobedience.  

It is part of fallen nature to hide from God, cover up our sin by our own efforts, and 
seek to shift the blame to others. This sense of shame and guilt also leads to alienation between 
mankind. Now the world and the home are unfriendly places. Before the Fall, this couple had the 
only perfect marriage this world has ever seen. But the fig leaves represent now a physical barrier 
between this first couple. This leads quickly in the words used by Adam in v12 to a sense of 
estrangement between them. Divisions in a marriage are the consequence of sin.  

Clearly, God did not immediately come to the fallen couple after they sinned, as they had 
time to sew the fig leaf aprons and hide themselves. God’s judgment delayed does not mean that 
it has been forfeited. God will come to judge all sinful men - sooner or later. He works to His 
own sovereign timetable. In the “cool of the day,” Paradise becomes a courtroom. Adam is first 
summoned to the judicial bench for examination. The Lord follows the order of authority of 
creation by first addressing the man. Now, God knew even before the Fall of man the fact of it. 
However, the language used here and the rhetorical question, “Where art thou?” is to reveal God’s 
personal and gracious concern with man’s transgression. God is not trying to acquire 
information, as He is omniscient.  

There is no thunder and lightning as on Mt Sinai, as God comes seeking man’s 
restoration. Hence, He comes in the gentle breeze calling man back. What God wants man to do 
is to come out into the open and acknowledge his guilt. He uses delicate and gracious questions 
to do this. They are the enquiries of a brokenhearted father seeking in love to correct his errant 
child. God wants Adam to recognise that a major change has occurred within him that needs 
correction.  

Before any sinner can find forgiveness he or she must honestly answer this question, 
“Where art thou?” For without a true understanding of sin and our culpability we cannot 
understand or embrace saving grace. In other words, we need to know we are lost before we will 
cry for a Saviour to save us. Confession always precedes forgiveness, “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

In this confrontation with Adam, we see God’s confrontation with our sin today. The 
“unholy trinity” of fear, shame, and flight are now an integral part of the depravity of fallen man. 
This is not only true of the worst of men, but it is true of the best of men. This is because “the 
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7). 

No sinner seeks after God as “There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God” (Romans 3:11; cf. 1 Cor. 2:14). Fallen man is running away to hide from God as fast as he 
can. Billy Sunday once observed that sinners do not look to find God for the same reason that 
criminals cannot find police officers – they aren’t looking! So, God graciously seeks out hiding 
sinners. That is why Christ came, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). God does not seek out or save any man because he deserves it. We deserve death 
and hell for our sin but grace leads Him to seek us out. Sin is no obstacle to God’s sovereign 
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grace. It reminds us once again that the Lord declares He is “The LORD, The LORD God, merciful 
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth” (Exod. 34:6). 

God’s grace not only had to plan salvation but also had to effect the plan of salvation as 
man could not. As Paul explained in the second chapter of Ephesians, the unregenerate heart is 
“dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1b). Such a man is one “having no hope, and without God in the 
world” (Eph. 2:12b). He goes on to describe the mind and habitual course of life of fallen man,  
 

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others. (Eph. 2:2-3) 

 
Dead men cannot understand their predicament and cannot communicate. It doesn’t matter how 
desperate their situation is. The unsaved man is spiritually, eternally dead; not merely weakened, 
incapacitated, disabled, or sick.   
 
And he  sa id ,  I  heard thy  vo i c e  in  the  garden ,  and I  was a f ra id ,  be cause  I  was naked ;  and I  h id  myse l f .  (v10)  

 
Doubtless, Adam would have preferred to remain hidden. But when God calls a man forward 
for examination and judgment, he has no option but to respond. Adam’s first reply is filled with 
the dread of his sin, “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid.” This is the first reference to fear 
in the Bible. Sinners fear death because of the judgment that they intuitively know will follow. 
Only the last Adam, Christ can take this away, “And deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15). It is a fearful thing for sinners to fall into the hands of the 
living God. Fear is like pain as it warns us of the imminent danger of an underlying problem.  

Effectively in this admission of fear and shame, Adam is admitting that he had sinned in 
eating the forbidden fruit. However, Adam evades directly confessing his sin and dealing with 
the root problem of his sin. It is his sin that led him to fear God. The fear is merely a symptom 
of the disease of sin. Adam focuses simply on his sense of shame because of his nakedness. The 
man is only concerned about his feelings than God’s feelings about his sin. Previously, he had no 
sense of shame or fear because of his nakedness when God walked with him in the garden. 
However, his pride will not allow him to humble himself and confess his sin.  

Even though Adam must have known that the transcendent Creator sees everywhere, sin 
has already affected his thinking to drive him to this delusive attempt to hide from God. The 
Psalmist warns of the folly of this thinking,  
 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend 
up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. (Psa. 
139:7-8) 

 
Even believers who grasp this truth and acknowledge it can still attempt to run away from God’s 
presence. We are reminded of Jonah who got on a ship “to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the 
Lord” (Jonah 1:3). This is futile as “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight: but all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). For this world is 
our Father’s world. Every square inch of this universe is under His sovereign care and rule.  
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And He sa id ,  Who to ld  thee  that  thou wast  naked? Hast  thou ea ten  o f  the  t r e e ,  whereo f  I  commanded thee  

that  thou shou ldes t  no t  ea t?  (v11)  

 

The Lord could have spoken harshly and in immediate judgment on Adam for his deliberate act 
of disobedience. However, God is hoping to lead these two unto repentance by humbling them 
and revealing the gravity of their sin. No questions are asked of the serpent, as there is no 
intention of restoration for Satan. In His next two questions, the Lord now exposes the 
underlying sin, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee 
that thou shouldest not eat?”  

This first question, “Who told thee that thou wast naked?” is intended to reveal to Adam that 
he has an accusing conscience because of his sin. There was no teacher to reveal this reality to 
them. This conscience is implanted by God to accuse fallen man of transgressing God’s eternal 
moral law, “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, 
having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another” (Rom. 
2:14-15). 

The second question, “Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not 
eat?” is even more direct. There is no way of evading such an enquiry. This was not a mere 
problem of shame because of nakedness, but a sin problem. That was the root cause and that 
had to be dealt with.   
 
And the  man sa id ,  The woman whom thou gaves t  to  be  wi th  me,  she  gave  me o f  the  t r e e ,  and I  d id  ea t .  (v12)  

 
Adam should have taken this opportunity to fully confess his sin. It was abundantly clear from 
the Lord’s probing questions that he had disobeyed God’s Word. He should have immediately 
said as David did, “I have sinned against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12:13). Now cornered, he is forced to 
finally admit, “and I did eat.” However, even this confession is laced with excuses and deflections 
of the blame from his sinful action by shifting the blame to God and Eve. Like all unrepentant 
sinners, Adam is looking for a loophole. It reveals that he has not repented, as he has not fully 
grasped the enormity of his sin.  

It is bad enough to blame Eve for his sin, but Adam also drags God into his depraved 
thinking. He begins by implicitly accusing God, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me.” These 
are the words of a spiritually dead man. His blasphemous words imply that a better God would 
not have given him Eve. He is painting himself as the victim, who was forced by God from his 
pleasant bachelor life to be led astray. Adam’s shifting the blame to Eve is also worth noting, “she 
gave me of the tree.” In other words, he is arguing that if she had not eaten first, he would not have 
done so. Previously, when God brought Eve to him, Adam was full of joy (Gen. 2:23). Now, the 
marital bliss of this intimate union is under threat because of sin. That is equally true today. 
Human relationships divide because of sin. Sin separates us from God and then from our fellow 
man. However, being reconciled to God allows us then to be reconciled to our fellow man.  

The path of sin is not static, but progressively downhill. 24 hours previously he was 
praising God and rejoicing in His goodness, but now he is blaming God for his sin. Depravity 
makes a man deceptive, self-justifying, and looking to blame others. Blame is the classic human 
way to deal with guilt. Sinners do the same today. It doesn’t have to be taught to us. Sinners 
blame their circumstances or dispositions for their sin. Indeed, they point the finger at God and 
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claim “I was born in this circumstance” or “I was born with these desires” so they accusingly 
conclude that “it is God’s fault.” However, the Bible makes it clear that all attempts to “pass the 
buck” to God for personal sin is wrong, 

 
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth He any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. (James 1:13-14) 

  
And the  Lord God sa id  unto  the  woman,  What i s  th i s  that  thou has t  done?  And the  woman sa id ,  The 

s erpent  begu i l ed  me,  and I  d id  ea t .  (v13) 

 
The Lord after getting Adam to eventually admit he ate the fruit, then moves to the next in line 
of the created authority - woman. He immediately seeks an admission from Eve, “What is this that 
thou hast done?” We see the same pattern emerging in the woman that we see in Adam’s 
confrontation. She is forced to eventually confess, “and I did eat” but she first deflects the blame, 
“The serpent beguiled me.” Again, this excuse is just as spurious as Adam’s attempt. The serpent 
merely provided the opportunity and reason for her to sin, but he did not cause her to sin. Both 
Adam and Eve are only compounding their sin by blaming others. Jeremiah was right to state, 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). 
 This whole scenario is still significant for us to learn from. Mankind is still attempting to 
evade or rationalise the responsibility for his sin. Despite Proverbs 28:13 warning us “He that 
covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” we still try to 
cover up. However, the consequences are the same. Ray Pritchard is blunt, 
 

The wages of sin is death. There is no getting around this eternal principle. You can 
pretend it doesn’t exist or you can say, “No one saw it” or “Everyone else does it” or “I 
don’t think it was wrong” or “It’s no one else’s business how I live” or “She made me” 
or “He drove me to it,” or any of a million other stupid excuses that we make for our 
disobedience. We’re good at that, all of us are, and we repeatedly hide and blame, hide 
and blame, hide and blame. We learned how to do that from our first parents. But it 
didn’t work for them and it won’t work for us. The chickens always come home to roost 
and the skeletons come out of the closet eventually. 

 
The serpent promised them freedom from God, but what they got was slavery to shame, guilt, 
fear, and sin.  Now, the only thing left was for God to pass sentence on the impenitent, 
rebellious couple.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What is the first reaction when a person is confronted with his sin? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Why did God not strike down Adam and Eve for eating the fruit?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. List ways people try to evade or rationalise their sin.  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


