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“Paradise Lost” (Genesis 3:1-3) 

God purposed that the song of life should be sung not as a solo but as a harmonious duet of 
complementary voices. There is a missing part to the jigsaw puzzle of a man and a woman that 
their spouse is created to fit. It is possible to be married and happy for a lifetime if you follow 
God’s instructions. There is no greater joy or fulfillment in marriage than the divine order of a 
monogamous Christian marriage.  

Adam and Eve had a perfect marriage in Eden of innocence and intimacy (Gen. 2:25). 
There were no disagreements, decay, sickness, pain, sin or death there. This magnificent couple 
lived in unparalleled splendour in perfect obedience to their Creator. They had unrestricted 
access to the benefits of creation, save for one prohibition. All of life was a devotion to the glory 
of God. The Lord God pronounced it all “very good.” One word would change all of that – SIN. 
It has subsequently destroyed countless lives and marriages down through the ages. Nothing has 
been the same since.  

Sin was not created by God (cf. 1 John 1:5, 2:16; James 1:13), but was introduced to this 
planet by man’s disobedience, “Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men” (Rom. 5:12). MacArthur explains, 

 
If God created evil then God would be both good and evil.  And if God were both good 
and evil, there would be no hope for the ultimate triumph of good which the Bible 
promises.  If God were Himself evil, He could not therefore triumph over evil, so good 
could not triumph.  If God were the source of evil, He would have to be evil 
Himself.  And if He were evil Himself then there could be no basis for salvation, for 
God could not save us from evil if evil was in His nature. 
 
God’s divine order of authority was God, man, woman, and then the animals. The Fall 

would reverse that when, as Matthews’s points out, “The woman listens to the serpent, the man 
listens to the woman, and no one listens to God.” This failure is implied in God’s indictment of 
Adam, “Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree...” (Gen. 3:17). God 
would immediately rectify this subverting of the divine order in sin by purposely speaking first to 
the man, then the woman, and then finally to the serpent.  
 Genesis 3 recounts the greatest tragedy in the history of the universe of how a man went 
from innocence to guilt. It is a fundamental chapter of Scripture that needs to be carefully 
understood. A failure to understand this chapter renders the rest of the Bible unintelligible. For 
you cannot understand the cure for the disease of sin until you grasp the nature of the disease 
itself. Genesis 3 explains why we have this innate tendency to be drawn to sin, which results in 
the devastating chaos and evil in this world. A W Pink summarises its importance, 
 

The third chapter in Genesis is one of the most important in all the Word of God. What 
has often been said of Genesis as a whole is peculiarly true of this chapter: it is the “seed-
plot of the Bible.” Here are the foundations upon which rest many of the cardinal 
doctrines of our faith. Here we trace back to their source many of the rivers of divine 
truth. Here commences the great drama which is being enacted on the stage of human 
history, and which well-nigh six thousand years has not yet completed. Here we find the 
Divine explanation of the present fallen and ruined condition of our race. Here we learn 
of the subtle devices of our enemy, the Devil. Here we behold the utter powerlessness of 



 

  3 

man to walk in the path of righteousness when divine grace is withheld from him. Here 
we discover the spiritual effects of sin—man seeking to flee from God. Here we discern 
the attitude of God toward the guilty sinner Here we mark the universal tendency of 
human nature to cover its own moral shame by a device of man’s own handiwork. Here 
we are taught of the gracious provision which God has made to meet our great need. 
Here begins that marvelous stream of prophecy which runs all through the Holy 
Scriptures. Here we learn that man cannot approach God except through a mediator. 

 
No student of philosophy, sociology, anthropology, and theology can avoid the problem of 
temptation, sin, and evil. They are scars on creation that cannot be healed by man’s efforts. We 
need to understand these things so we can avoid their power. To be forewarned is to be wisely 
forearmed.  
 

Now the  s erpent  was more  subt i l  than any beas t  o f  the  f i e ld  which the  Lord God had made .  (v1a)  

 
The serpent, without any introduction, suddenly confronts us. We are not told where he came 
from or how he got into the garden. What we do know is that God did not permit Eden to be a 
“Satan-free” zone. God sovereignly ordained this test for Adam and Eve to face.  

Before the Fall, the serpent seems to have been a great, shining and attractive creature 
that may have been able to walk uprightly. It was only later that it was cursed to crawl on its belly 
(Gen. 3:14). The serpent may have had the power of conversation, as Eve does not seem startled 
by its ability to speak. It was clearly not an intrinsically “bad” animal as every creature was 
created “good.” The devil was able to use this naturally good and shrewd animal as an instrument 
to speak through. Satan rarely comes to us in repulsive forms. In the NT the apostle warns us, he 
can come as “an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14) and can send his followers into churches disguised 
as, “apostles of Christ” (2 Cor. 11:13) and “ministers of righteousness” (2 Cor. 11:15).  
 We are told that this is no insignificant enemy of souls, “Now the serpent was more subtil than 
any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.” The word “subtil” means shrewd or prudent. The 
same word is often used in a positive sense (cf. Proverbs 12:16, 23; 14:8, 15, 18; 22:3; 27:12). The 
devil studies humanity and shrewdly applies the knowledge gained to tempt and snare us. He 
often employs great cunning and craft to accomplish his evil purposes.  
 
THE DEVIL 
 
The devil is an intelligent and extremely powerful being. However, he is a created being and 
subject to the sovereign authority of his Creator, God (cf. Job 1-2). He is not a kind of “junior” 
God or the equal, but opposite force to God in the universe. He is powerful, but limited. The 
devil is limited in knowledge, power, and in place i.e. he is not omniscient, omnipotent, and 
omnipresent.  

We must never underestimate such a foe, but likewise must we never overestimate his 
capabilities. He has the power to tempt you to sin, but not to make you sin. Adam and Eve are 
fully responsible for their choice to sin. Even the devil’s power to tempt is limited, “There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 
Cor. 10:13). 
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Somewhere and some time before man’s fall, this intelligent creature had a most 
intelligent thought,  

 
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. (Isaiah 
14:13-14) 

 
The repetitive use of the expression “I will” gives us an insight into sin and its origin. It is the 
attempt to usurp God’s will and replace it with the will of the creature. It is a declaration of 
autonomy from the commands of God’s word, as “sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4).  

This rebellion against God’s revealed will brought the judgment of God, as the anointed 
cherub was cast out as a fugitive from heaven into the universe, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!” (Isaiah 
14:12). This was the devil’s first humbling taste of biting the dust! It would not be the last The 
enraged and proud cherub then launched a relentless campaign against God. Having failed at 
conquering heaven, the devil seeks to take earth. Boice points out the next step of this strategy, 

 
No doubt, after having suffered God’s instantaneous judgment on himself for his sin, 
Satan thought that Adam and Eve would experience the same – if only he could get them 
likewise to rebel against their Creator….But instead of the immediate judgment he 
expected he found God coming graciously to clothe the first man and woman in skins 
taken from the first animal sacrifices and heard God promising an eventual and full 
deliverance by Him who was to crush the head of Satan (Gen. 3:15).  
 
And he  sa id  unto  the  woman,  Yea,  hath God sa id ,  Ye sha l l  no t  ea t  o f  ev ery  t r e e  o f  the  garden? (v1b)  

 
The devil seems to have studied the marriage relationship and deduced that the woman would be 
the most vulnerable and that she could be the key to snare the man. Satan often attacks a chain 
at its weakest link in the family relationships. The implication here suggests that the devil waited 
till Eve was alone before approaching her. Many temptations are more potent when we are 
alone.  

That interpretation of vulnerability would match up with how the Scriptures describe the 
woman as the “weaker vessel” (1 Peter 3:7). Paul also seems to imply that women are 
constitutionally more prone to deception than men, “And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression” (1 Tim. 2:14). In this passage he is arguing that the devil managed to 
get Eve to act independently of the authority of God and her husband in her life. This reversal of 
God’s ordained pattern brought disaster to the world and Paul argues that the church should not 
make the same mistake by appointing woman leaders over men (1 Tim. 3:1-7). 
 The manner of Eve’s deception is one that every believer must study and learn from. 
Reading Genesis 3 is like reading the devil’s “Rules of Engagement” in the war against our souls. 
It shows that he uses short, seemingly innocent steps to snare us. The apostle warns that the 
devil is still seeking to snare us in the same way, “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). 
Satan is the “father” of lies (John 8:44) and here he comes to lie about God’s character and God’s 
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word.  He wants you to trust his word over God’s word and trust his character over God’s 
character. The devil wants to get you to question God, then doubt God, and finally disobey God. 
 Eve faced this subtle onslaught at a moment and from a source she was not expecting. 
The devil still likes to strike with temptation when we least expect it and from the least likely of 
sources. He doesn’t do fixed appointments in advance! This serpent looks like the other animals 
but he can talk intelligently as a personality. There is no reason for Eve to fear the animal or be 
suspicious of it actions. The devil knows that as long as she trusted God’s character and God’s 
word, she was protected from sin. So, his objective is to get them to doubt God’s credibility and 
then God’s promises. 

The serpent’s first words are seemingly an innocent and interested inquiry, “Yea, hath God 
said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” This is clever, as the devil may have known that Eve 
did not hear directly the initial command from God. It was likely relayed to her from Adam. 
Now, Satan doesn’t come here outwardly hostile like an atheist here to attack Eve’s belief in 
God. Rather he poses as a captivating friend who is interested in conversing with her. His 
intention is to deceive but not to outright deny at first. The devil can come as an avowed theist 
and even stand in a pulpit professing to know God like, “an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14) in false 
churches (Rev. 2:9).  

The devil is clearly aware of God’s word in the prohibition in Genesis 2:16-17. Never 
assume that every person who cites the Bible is doing so either accurately or in the right context. 
Satan is cleverly probing Eve to see whether she enter a debate on God’s word. There is a 
hidden suggestion in this skilful question that God’s word is subject to our judgment. Once you 
accept that premise you are on the devil’s territory. Up until this point there were no questions or 
dilemmas for Eve – just commands and obedience.  

Satan begins by turning the positive command, “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it..” (Gen. 2:16b-17a) and 
inverting it into a negative, “Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden.” He wants Eve to focus on 
God’s prohibition rather than His generous provision. The latent message the devil wants to get 
across is that God is trying to limit your pleasure in an unnecessary bondage. He is subtly hoping 
to get Eve to question this restriction as unkindness and then see the devil as the one acting in 
her best interests to promote her freedom. The goal is to make God’s law seem hard and 
unreasonable and insert a wedge between her and God. 
 

And the  woman sa id  unto  the  s e rpent ,  We may ea t  o f  the  f ru i t  o f  the  t r e e s  o f  the  garden :  But  o f  the  f ru i t  o f  

the  t r e e  whi ch  i s  in  the  mids t  o f  the  garden ,  God hath sa id ,  Ye sha l l  no t  ea t  o f  i t ,  ne i ther  sha l l  y e  touch i t ,  

l e s t  y e  d i e .  (v2-3)  

 
Eve was drawn into Satan’s line of thinking and naively entered into a conversation with her 
adversary. She had no excuse or motivation to distrust God, as she had all of creation witnessing 
to her of the goodness of God. All she knew was blessings from the Lord. Anything that hinted 
at contradicting that should have been a red light in her mind. Indeed, Eve barely knew anything 
about the serpent, who had done nothing for her. All he had for her were unproven words of 
unfulfilled promise. There was every reason to trust and obey God and no excuse for heeding 
the lies of the devil. 

There are some hints even here that Eve is weakening and wavering in her first reply. She 
does not say “every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat” just “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden” by omitting “every” and “freely.”  She seems to be forgetting the bountiful provision of 
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God and is beginning to focus on His restrictions, which is what the serpent wanted. This is a 
subtle but important shift in emphasis. She particularly adds to the strength of the restriction in 
her focus, “God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it.” This suggests that even an 
inadvertent slip would result in a harsh punishment. However, God did not forbid man to 
“touch” the tree but just not to partake, “of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it” (Gen. 2: 17a).  

This is the first time Eve has had the thought that God is not perfect in goodness and 
grace. She had never questioned His restriction or thought anything but wonderful thoughts 
about Him. However, once the devil can get you to question God’s character, it is much easier 
for him to get you to distrust God’s word. When you add or subtract from God’s word is to take 
away from His authority in your life. Proverbs warns of the blessing of upholding God’s word in 
your life but also the danger in changing it, “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put 
their trust in him. Add thou not unto His words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar”(Prov. 30:5-6). 

Eve makes another subtle change to God’s word. God had warned Adam, “for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17). The force of the Hebrew grammar here is 
absolute. It is literally “dying thou shalt die.” Eve downplays the emphasis by stating, “God hath 
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” This expression “lest ye die” and omission 
that the judgment will happen immediately “in the day” suggests a diminishing in her mind of the 
reality of God’s certain judgment.  

Eve has magnified God’s restrictions, diminished His goodness, and reduced the force of 
His judgment in her mind in just a sentence. It is all too easy to make ourselves vulnerable to the 
devil and not even know it.  
 
WHAT SHOULD EVE HAVE DONE? 
 
Eve should have simply stood on God’s infallible word and cited that to the devil. That was what 
Christ did when He faced the tempter in Matthew 4. The Saviour refused to enter a debate with 
the devil on the character of God or the Word of God. Eve also should have sought the counsel 
of Adam. She knew there was a prohibition in the matter of the tree so rather than simply make 
a rash uncertain decision she should have sought her helper and God-ordained authority. Both 
her and Adam had been given dominion over the animal world so she should have discerned 
that it did not make sense to rely on the serpent’s authority to question the ultimate authority of 
God.  

Any man or woman who tries to take the devil on his or her’s own strength is easy prey 
for this great adversary. Eve, in the perfections of her pre-Fallen state, could not do it and 
neither can we! Ray Pritchard advises, 
 

When you are tempted, don’t stop to talk it over. When Potiphar’s wife is pulling you 
down into the bed, don’t stop to pray with her. Run for your life! Leave your jacket and 
run for safety. Don’t negotiate with the devil. And don’t talk it over with his 
representatives. And remember that his representative could be your best friend or a 
family member, a co-worker or someone else you know very well. The devil sometimes 
uses those we love in order to lead us astray. Your best defense against temptation will 
always be an accurate knowledge of the Word. Know it! Read it! Memorize it! Quote it 
when the devil knocks at your door. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Why is Genesis 3 important to understand? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Can a Christian test the word of God by his own judgment?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What forms can the devil come in the Bible? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


