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The greatest preacher who ever lived was the Lord Jesus Christ. He stood out from all 
the religious leaders of that day by His authority. People marvelled that “He taught them 
with authority, and not as the scribes.” Mark shows us at the beginning of this chapter the 
authority and power of Jesus Christ. He overcame the power of the devil in the 
wilderness temptation. Then He called His disciples to obey Him in following after Him. 
Now, Mark will show the authority of Christ over the demon world.  

This incident that we read about in Mark 1:21-28 is set in the context of a 
Capernaum synagogue. The synagogues sprang up during the captivity when the temple 
was destroyed. The word synagogue is simply a word that means “to come together” or 
“to collect together.” Ten men were required to organise one. They were a bit like local 
churches were the Jewish people came to hear the Word of God read and taught. A 
number of elders would rule over the synagogue, who often would teach the Law. If a 
visiting teacher or rabbi were there they would be invited to speak. This is what 
happened when Jesus Christ arrived that day. 
 
LORD’S DAY 
  
The incident here was a typical Sabbath day for our Lord. In Luke’s Gospel account we 
are told it was “His custom” (Luke 4:16) to be at corporate worship on the Lord’s Day. 
Now, that example is for us to emulate. The Scriptures order no less a standard for us. 
Being among the Lord’s people on the Lord’s Day is not optional. One pertinent 
command of the Bible is that we are not to be wasting the Lord’s Day on the things of 
this world. Paul told us in the book of Hebrews, 
 

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
(Heb 10:25) 

 
This word “forsaking” means “desertion” or “abandoning when you should be helping.” 
This is how the Bible views those who carelessly treat attendance in the Church on the 
Lord’s Day. It was clear that even in Paul’s day there were professing Christians who 
often were absent from worship in their local assembly as he says, “as the manner of some 
is.”  

Too many believers are happy to ignore this command with little regret. They will 
use any frivolous excuse to avoid coming to church such as: work, weekend trips, 
recreational activities, and family commitments etc. It shows they regard the Person of 
God lightly. Effectively, they are saying that the worship of God is not significant in their 
lives. Paul warns that the signs of Christ return should mean we take this obligation even 
more seriously, “and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” The worship of God 
should be the single most important thing in this world. Our Confession, which is part of 
the Constitution of our church, expressly sets out what we should be doing with our time 
on the Lord’s Day, 
 

This Sabbath is to be kept holy unto the Lord when men, after a due preparing of 
their hearts, and ordering of their common affairs beforehand, do not only 
observe an holy rest all the day from their own works, words, and thoughts about 
their worldly employments and recreations, but also are taken up the whole time 
in the public and private exercises of His worship, and in the duties of necessity 
and mercy. (Chapter XXI, Section VIII) 
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Luke 4 gives us some further context here. The Master went to this synagogue in the 
“power of the Spirit” (Luke 4:14). When He preached people were amazed. Indeed, the 
word “astonished” (Mark 1:22) is the strongest in the Greek language. Idiomatically it has 
the idea that their minds were blown away! There had never been a Sabbath day like this 
in the entire lives of this congregation. They knew this was no ordinary rabbi before 
them. Every man felt the full force of the truths of God. In this incident we observe the: 
 
(1) SOURCE OF THE AUTHORITY  
(2) RESULTS OF THE AUTHORITY 
 

(1) SOURCE OF THE AUTHORITY 
 
A most pertinent question to ask is: What is the source of Christ’s authority? There are 
two main sources: 
 
(1) WORD OF GOD – The Saviour did not come to entertain with amusing or uplifting 
stories but taught the “doctrine” (v23) of Scriptures. In Luke 4 we are given the additional 
insight that His method was to explain God’s inspired words and then apply them to the 
lives of His hearers. A classic example of how He applied the Scriptures is in the Sermon 
on the Mount recorded in Matthew 5-7. What piercing applications Christ makes to all of 
our lives.  

The apostles emulated this example of Christ. The apostle Paul commanded 
Timothy to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2) and nothing but the word! That is what Paul did 
everywhere he went. Luke records his pattern,  
 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: And Paul, as his manner was, 
went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 
again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. (Acts 
17:1-3) 

 
Tragically, today there is a lot of popular preaching, but not a lot of powerful preaching. If a 
man doesn’t explain and apply Scripture, his preaching may be entertaining and 
inspirational; but it will lack life-changing power. Nowadays, what passes for preaching is 
mainly self-esteem, psychology, self-promotion, and sentimental stories with the odd 
Bible verse thrown in!  

God can say things better than we can so just let Him do it. My job here every 
week is not to get a message but to deliver God’s message! Eternity and death are too 
important to be simply based upon the opinion of any man. Preaching God’s words are 
what are needful for a preacher to have any power and authority in what he says.  

Preaching and teaching the word of God also has the benefit in allowing the 
listeners to test what any preacher says objectively. Consequently, it naturally follows, 
that if preaching the word is so vital, then the hearing the Word preached is also equally 
important. A preacher does not preach to himself!  

A classic example of the power of God’s word is seen in the biblical record of 
Jonah. Here was a backslidden rebellious prophet who God sent to the pagan 
bloodthirsty nation of Nineveh. He was given a message from the Lord that we would 
not imagine would be too effective. It was not a positive uplifting message, “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown” (Jonah 3:8). These eight words in our English translation 
are actually just 5 words in the original Hebrew. However, when God is behind a 
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message it had enough power to transform a whole city. It is a bit like observing that 
everyone in Singapore repented. A whole city of thousands repented and we will see 
many Ninevehites in heaven.  

Jonah did not need a PR team, website, and a facebook page to “connect” with 
his generation. He did not need to give out Starbucks vouchers to visitors or hire a rock 
and roll band to entertain the crowd. He just went to Nineveh and preached the entirely 
negative 8-word sermon God gave him. Jonah only had the word of God, but that was 
all he needed! This man proved the truth of the doctrine that “salvation is of the Lord” by 
the power of the Word of God.   

During the Protestant Reformation, many people were mystified how one simple 
German monk could effectively shake a whole continent. Martin Luther was asked to 
explain why the preaching of Justification by faith alone from the Scriptures was so 
powerful. Europe had been turned upside down by this message. Luther replied,  

 
I have opposed the indulgences and all the papists, but never by force. I simply 
taught, preached, wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing…. the Word did it 
all. 

 
God’s word is just as powerful today. Many tell us that the Bible needs to be made 
relevant. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 teaches that the Bible is always relevant! The old book can is 
still a two-edged sword that can do the job. 
 
(2) PURITY OF HIS LIFE – Christ embodied the message that He preached. He was 
the living Word! This gave Him great certainty and assurance in delivering God’s 
message. Someone observed, “Christ’s sermons were like thunder, because His life was 
like lightning.” 

It is not enough to simply preach the Bible. Anyone can download a sermon by 
someone like Spurgeon and memorise it, but that does not provide this authority! 
Authoritative preaching comes from the Word of God speaking through a holy man 
filled with the Spirit of God. When Christ stood before those people that day in the 
synagogue He was a holy Man filled with the Spirit of God. His words were applied in 
great power and conviction to the hearts of every listener. Spurgeon comments, “Our 
Lord spoke as One whose life supported all that He taught.” 
 
ALTERNATIVE SOURCES 
 
If a person rejects the Bible as the authoritative source for his or her life, then they need 
to adopt another source of authority. The most significant alternatives are: 
 
(1) SELF – There are people known as rationalists who only trust their own reason to 
establish knowledge. Others known as empiricists trust only knowledge from their own 
sensory experiences. So if they cannot reason it or see it they reject the validity of biblical 
knowledge. Such an approach is fundamentally flawed. Recently, I asked a young man 
here who boasted to me that he only trusted what he could see whether he could see his 
thoughts? People often tell you “I think” but what use is that? Have you ever been 
wrong before? 

I met a lady in a restaurant over a year ago and she declared to me, “I believe 
everyone will find their own way to God by their own faith.” I asked her one question, 
“What authority do you base that belief?” To build your eternal future on the basis of a 
fallible person’s opinion, is foolish in the extreme. Pluralist statements may win plaudits 
by society but if it is not based on the authority of God’s Word it is a lie! 
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(2) OTHER MEN – Some look to other fallible men for their authority. They base 
their life on the views of some philosopher, guru, scientist, politician, and even a rock or 
movie star. That is what effectively happens in Charismatic churches when they 
determine what is true by the experiences of those who speak in unknown “tongues” or 
give extra-scriptural “prophecies.”  
 
(3) CHURCH – Others reject this and turn to a church to establish the authority like 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Mormon Church etc. They may even praise the Bible 
but when there is a conflict between the teachings of the church and the teachings of the 
Bible they trust the Church over the Bible. In their thinking, the church reigns over the 
Bible! So that establishes the church as the ultimate source of authority.  
 
THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES  
 
The preachers in the synagogues did not preach what the Bible said. Rabbi “Dry” and 
Rabbi “Dusty” who occupied the pulpits there loved to speculate what difficult passages 
of the Bible may have meant. They elevated the traditions of men above the Word of 
God and spent more time quoting other scholars and philosophers than the Bible. What 
some dead rabbi thought was often deemed more important than what the Bible said. 
That was the source of their authority. They did not care for the ordinary people, but 
loved to debate over incidental points to prove their debating skills and knowledge over 
one another. Spurgeon is scathing of their preaching, 
 

…they spent their time in tying and untying knots before the people, quibbling 
about matters which had no practical importance whatever! They were 
wonderfully clear upon the tithing of mint and anise. They enlarged most 
copiously upon the washing of cups and basins. They were profound upon 
phylacteries and borders of garments. They were at home upon such rubbish 
which would neither save a soul, nor slay a sin, nor suggest a virtue. While 
handling the Scriptures they were mere word-triflers, lettermen whose chief 
objective was to show their own wisdom. 
 
A classic illustration of this is in Mark 12. There we read of the Sadducees 

debating with Christ over a woman who had seven husbands and whose wife would she 
be in the resurrection. Such preaching was like a dog chasing his tail. Ultimately, it was 
frustrating and fruitless for those who heard. That is why the people were so amazed at 
the contrasting preaching of Christ as, “He taught them with authority, and not as the scribes” 
(v22). 

The Lord Jesus Christ never preached like the Scribes and Pharisees. He spoke 
from a heart full of love and compassion for His hearers. The Saviour did not simply 
want to win an argument but to save a soul. He sought no support from others’ 
teachings, but appealed to God’s Word as sufficient. His favourite expression was “it is 
written” as He cited the Scriptures and then applied them to the lives of those around 
Him. Jesus Christ used vivid illustrations and word pictures that the ordinary people 
understood to illustrate His teaching. He did not offer suggestions or hints for happy 
living! The preaching of the Master implied that there was no debate permitted. Nor did 
He offer proofs for what He said as the message carried the authority of God. Christ 
spoke the truth plainly and clearly. All were commanded to submit to the authority of 
God’s word.  

There is an interesting incident in John 7. The Pharisees sent hardened soldiers 
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of the temple guard to arrest Jesus Christ. But so overwhelmed were these soldiers at the 
authority and power of His preaching that they could not lay hands on Him. When 
questioned by the Pharisees they exclaimed, “Never man spake like this man” (Jn. 7:46). His 
authority blew these men away! 

This authority is available to us today. We have the same book and the Holy 
Spirit has not weakened in His power. What is missing is often a holy life for the power 
to flow through. There is so much of the flesh of the preacher in view that sinners 
cannot see Christ. Robert Murray McCheyne counselled, “It is not great talents God 
blesses so much as great likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an awful weapon in the 
hand of God.” The message Jesus preached then is the message we need today! 

 
(2) RESULTS OF THE AUTHORITY 

 
There were a number of interesting results from the demonstration of such authority by 
Jesus Christ: 
 
FIRST RESULT (v23-26) 
 
As Christ was expounding the Scriptures, the peace was suddenly shattered by a piercing 
interruption. As the people listened in wonder at the authority of the Master, we are told, 
“And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, Saying, Let us alone; 
what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God.” This service was interrupted when a demon-possessed man 
cried out. The Greek word has the idea of screaming. This man had no mere mental 
illness, but he was so possessed by this evil spirit that his voice was under the demon’s 
control. 

These demons were terrified at the presence of Jesus Christ. You can sense the 
panic in their cry, “Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou 
come to destroy us?” These demons knew they are under His authority. They knew their 
inevitable damnation. Demons are not atheists! They fear the power of Jesus Christ even 
though they refuse to worship Him.  

One other thing that should be noted is the presence of these demons in the 
place of worship. Demons are content to bask in false worship and listening to apostate 
preaching. There is nothing there to disturb them. But there is one thing that terrifies 
them. The authority and power of the Word of God preached by a holy man.   

Everyone else was probably stunned and in a panic at such a commotion. But the 
Saviour is not going to allow these demons to interrupt His preaching. He is not 
intimidated by the powers of hell. The Saviour of the world needs no help to testify to 
His Deity from the unclean lips of the demonic world. The Lord Jesus Christ calmly 
issues just one word in the original, which is translated by three English words “Hold thy 
peace” (v25). Literally it is, “be muzzled.”  

We are told, “And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he 
came out of him” (v26). That is power and authority! What triumph over darkness! Christ 
just utters one Greek word to deal with these demons! His deeds backed up the authority 
of His words before all those who heard Him that day in the synagogue. It must be 
observed that Christ does not even touch this man. There are no laying hands on him, 
speaking in tongues, hours of agonizing in prayer or “holy rolling” around on the floor. 

This is just a foretaste of what when happen in the future when Revelation 
reveals that all the forces of hell will be cast into the Lake of Fire. The gates of hell will 
never prevail against the church. We’re on the winning side! The devil and his followers 
cannot stop the authority of the Gospel. That truth is seen all the way through the Book 



	   7	  

of Acts and Church History! Often we mistakenly regard the devil as a kind of “Junior 
God” with similar powers to Jesus Christ. That is not true. The devil is under the 
authority of God.	   
	   When you declare the Word of God in the power of the Spirit of God there will 
be opposition. This will be even in the church! Just read the opposition to the apostle 
Paul in the churches that he founded. Satan has his people that he can manipulate to 
cause trouble. They rebel against the teachings of the Word of God. The devil is an 
expert at utilising the spirit of jealousy and selfishness of such people to achieve his ends 
of attacking the Word of God. G. Campbell Morgan once advised young preachers, “If 
you do not have any opposition in your church, then you are not in the Will of God.” 
 
SECOND RESULT (v27) 
 
The passage also tells us of another reaction, “And they were all amazed, insomuch that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority 
commandeth He even the unclean spirits, and they do obey Him” (v27). The tragic thing is that 
although these people were amazed at His authority, they missed the real significance of 
this encounter. They were astonished, but it never led them to bow the knee to the 
Messiah. The ordinary people marvelled at the authority of Christ that day. However, the 
demons were terrified. The demons were afraid because they knew who Jesus Christ 
really was. Matthew tells us that Christ later warned them of this, 
 

And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to 
hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in 
Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. 
(Matt. 11:23-24) 
 
Never forget, a man can miss heaven by 18 inches – the distance from his head 

to his heart! You can marvel in your mind at the power and authority of Jesus Christ, but 
reject His Lordship in your heart! There are many like this today. They admire the gentle 
baby Jesus of the Christmas story, but not the piercing Preacher of the Gospels. They 
like to have a plastic image of Him on their dashboard to touch, but they refuse to bow 
the knee to His Lordship in their daily lives.  
 

CONCLUSION 

(1) The Authority of Jesus Christ came from His holy life and His dependence on the 
power of the Holy Spirit anointing the Word of God. That authority is available to us. 
There is no need to look for a substitute! We have a message that works if we depend on 
the Spirit of God! There are no hopeless cases with this power! 
 
(2) We have the message but it must be delivered. Too many have their Bibles like 
museum pieces. They polish them on Sunday and leave them in a glass cabinet to admire 
the rest of the week. Preach this book to all from a life consistent with its message.  
 
(3) You will face opposition. The devil and his followers are busy trying to hinder the 
Gospel. But remember, we have a power that can drive them out.  
 
(4) The ordinary people marveled at the authority of Christ that day. However, the 
demons were terrified. What a tragedy that these people missed the significance of Jesus 
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Christ that day. Do not make the error of these people. Unsaved person here, remember 
on the authority of this book He is coming to cast every unsaved man or woman into 
hell. There are more than 160 texts in the NT that talk about hell – Jesus Christ spoke 
more about hell than heaven. It doesn’t matter what fine eulogies they give at your 
funeral or what nice things they write about you in the newspaper’s obituary column. 
God’s verdict is all that matters!  
 
 
 	  


